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A 


TREATISE, 


CHAP.  IX. 

The  believer  exercifed  zvith  the  outward,  crofs  carries 
it  with  patience,  and  finds  it  a  great  help  to  him  in 
his  walk  heavenwards. 

We  call  that  a  crofs,  which  oppofes  our  will. 
This  oppofition  renders  it  painful  and  grievous. 
A  very  little  matter,  the  leaft  trifle,  becomes  a 
great  crofs,  when  our  will  is  fet  much  againft 
it.  How  then  can  the  believer  rejoice  with  an 
heavy  crofs  upon  his  back  ?  Or  how  can  he  re- 
joice all  his  days,  if  he  muft  carry  it  to  his 
grave  ?  The  bleffed  gofpel  difc overs  how  this 
may  be,  and  the  bleffed  fpirit  gives  the  expe- 
rience of  it  :  for  he  continues  to  teach  the  doc- 
trines of  grace,  and  under  the  crofs  he  enforces 
them.    What  has  been  treated  of  in  the  former 

chapters 


WALK  OF  FAITH. 

chapters  he  now  applies  with  life  and  power. 
The  doctrines  are  put  to  the  trial,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  they  arc  of  God :  for  none  could  pro- 
duce the  effects  which  follow  upon  believing 
them,  but  an  almighty  arm.    Faith  is  tried  in 
the  fire,  and  the  believer  is  convinced  it  is  the 
faith  of  God's  elect :  for  the  promife  is  made 
good — "  When  thou  walked  through  the  very 
"  fire  thou  flialt  not  be  burnt,  neither  fhall  the 
*'  flame  kindle  upon  thee."    His  love  to  his  re- 
conciled God  is  put  into  the  fiery  furnace,  and 
it  comes  out,  like  the  three  children,  fenfiblc 
their  God  had  been  with  them  in  the  furnace, 
and  their  God  had  brought  them  out ;  for  which 
marvellous  inftances  of  his  love  to  them,  their 
love  was  increafed  to  him.    This  is  God's  way. 
He  gives  grace,  and  then  tries  it.    When  he  has 
enabled  the  finner  by  believing  to  find  peace  and 
love,  then  he  would  improve  thofe  graces  by 
daily  exercife,  and  if  the  exercife  of  them  be 
very  {harp  and  afflicting,   it  is  only  to  eftablifh 
the  truft  of  his  heart,  and  to  confirm  the  affection 
of  his  foul  more  perfectly  in  his  God.  His 
God.    Mind  that.    His  God  ftfll    The  crofs  is 
not  fent  to  weaken  that  relation.    He  is  the 
fame  tender  Father  to  his  children,  when  he 
puts  it  upon  them,  as  when  he  takes  it  off :  and 
he  would  have  them  by  faith  to  experience  it. 
"While  they  depend  on  his  being  perfectly  recon- 
ciled to  them  through  the  obedience  and  facri- 
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fice  of  Immanucl,  they  will  fee  the  fame  pater- 
nal affeftion  invariably  fet  upon  them,  and  al- 
ways difpofecl  to  do  them  good.  His  love 
changeth  not.  The  happy  objects  of  it  have 
given  this  glorious  teftimony,  even  when  under 
his  crofs — "  We  know  that  all  things  work 
"  together  for  good" — they  found  it  fo.  What- 
ever he  fent  to  them  came  with  a  meflage  of  his 
love.  "  Hear  ye  the  rod,  and  him  that  fent 
"  it."  They  hear  what  he  fays  by  it,  for  it 
fpeaks  of  the  Father's  love,  and  the  belief  of 
this  quiets  their  minds  under  the  ftroke  of  his 
rod.  Thus  it  anfwers  his  purpofe — This  cometh 
not  forth  of  the  dud,  but  is  appointed  for  me  ; 
my  Father  fent  it,  not  in  anger  for  the  punifh- 
nicnt  of  my  fins,  but  in  the  tendernefs  of  his  af- 
fe£tion — He  is  not  dealing  with  me  as  the  fu- 
preme  difpofer  of  all  events,  who  may  afflict  and 
juftly  his  rebel  creatures  according  to  his  fove- 
reign  will ;  but  he  has  fent  me  this  affliction 
with  a  meflage  of  grace  and  peace- — I  know  it  is 
well  ordered— I  kifs  the  rod,  and  I  blefs  him 
that  fent  it. 

The  apoftle  Paul  ufes  this  argument  to  the  fuf- 
fering  Hebrews.  They  had  endured  a  long  and 
great  fight  of  afflictions.  They  had  need  of  pa- 
tience :  He  therefore- gives  them  in  the  nth 
chapter  a  lhort  hiftory  of  the  Lord's  favorites, 
and  thews  that  they  all  carried  his  crofs,  and  that 
he  fupported  them  all  under  it :  Yea  gave  them 

Vol.  II.  B  ftrength 
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ftrength  to  run  their  race,  till  every  one  of  them 
won  the  prize  :  Then  he  requires  them  to  look 
to  Jefus,  the  greateft  fufferer,  out  of  whofe  ful- 
nefs  they  might  receive  faith  to  run,  and  patience 
happily  to  finifti  the  fame  race.  And  left  they 
fliould  be  weary  through  fuffering  long,  or  faint 
in  their  minds  under  hard  fuffering,  he  reminds 
them  of  the  character  of  their  heavenly  Father, 
who  out  of  the  tendered  love  appointed  their 
croffes : — "  Have  ye  forgotten  the  exhortation, 
'f  fays  the  apoftle,  in  which  your  Father  fpeaketh 
"  unto  you  as  unto  children?  My  son,  defpife 
"  not  thou  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint 
"  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him :  For  whom  the 
"  Lord  lovethhe  chafteneth,  and  fcourgeth  every 
"  fon  whom  he  receiveth.  If  ye  endure  chaften- 
"  ing  God  dealeth  with  you  as  with  fons :  For 
"  what  fon  is  he  whom  the  Father  chafteneth 
"  not?  But  if  ye  be  without  chaftifement,  where- 
"  of  all  are  partakers,  then  are  ye  baftards, 
"  and  not  fons.'r  O  what  a  bleffed  exhortation ! 
How  full  of  love — the  love  of  God  the  Father- 
love  to  his  child,  who  wants  correction — love 
that  would  not  touch  him  with  the  rod,  till  he 
had  moft  tenderly  informed  him  of  his  gracious 
purpofe  :  My  son,  my  beloved,  this  chaftening 
is  from  thy  Father.  It  was  determined  for  thee 
by  covenant  love,  and  fettled  upon  thee  for  my 
portion  in  the  great  charter  of  heaven.  All  thy 
erofles  were  then  mercifully  appointed — their 

weight 
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weight  and  mcafurc— how  long — how  great — 
how  many— what  ftrength  was  needful  to  bear 
them— what  comforts  under  them— and  what 
holy  fruits  fhould  be  produced  by  them — all  was 
fixed  by  love,  is  now  given  in  love,  and  is  to 
bring  thee  to  greater  enjoyment  of  my  love.  My 
dear  child,  defpife  not  then  my  chaftening,  nor 
faint  when  I  rebuke  thee.  Be  affured  it  is  for 
thy  good.  There  is  a  needs  muft.  It  is  fo  necef- 
fary,  that  I  cannot  love  thee  without  chaftening 
thee,  nor  receive  thee  among  mine  adopted 
without  fcourging  thee.  See  then,  how  thou 
lakeft  my  correction.  Look  at  thy  temper  and 
behaviour  under  it.  Examine.  Art  thou  patient? 
Not  fuffering  merely,  but  fuffering  quietly  is  the 
proof  of  thine  adoption — If  ye  endure  chaften- 
ing— If  when  I  afflict,  thou  canft  poflefs  thy  foul 
in  patience  under  mine  afflicting  hand,  then  I 
deal  with  thee  as  with  fons— I  give  thee  thy  por- 
tion of  fuffering,  and  I  give  thee  thy  portion  of 
grace  to  bear  it.  All  my  children  want  correct- 
ing, and  they  all  have  it :  for  what  fon  is  he 
whom  the  Father  chafteneth  not  ?  They  are  all 
fufferers.  Mine  only  begotten  was  the  greatef. 
None  of  you  can  fuffer  as  he  did  :  But  whoever 
is  following  him  muft  fhnre  with  him  in  his  crofs, 
and  bear  it  after  him.  If  any  be  without  my 
chaftifement,  whereof  all  mine  are  partakers : 
If  they  cannot  bear  it,  have  not  faith  to  receive 
my  loving  correction,  and  therefore  no  patience 
B  2  to 
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to  wait  the  blefled  iflue  of  it,  fuch  do  not  be- 
long to  my  family;  the}  are  none  of  mine;  they 
are  baftards,  and  not  fons. 

How  mould  the  argument  in  this  fcripture  re- 
concile the  believer  to  fuffering  ?  How  eafy,  yea 
how  happy,  fliould  it  make  him  under  the  crofs? 
He  fuffers,  but  it  is  from  his  Father,  who  in 
moft  perfect  love  and  infinite  wifdom  appointed 
the  crofs,  and  appointed  alfo  the  precious  fruits, 
which  it  fhould  produce.  O  my  foul,  keep  this 
in  mind.  Remember  whofe  crofs  thou  art  carry- 
ing. Thy  Father  contrived  it.  He  fent,  and 
continues  it  that  it  may  work  under  him  for  the 
beft.  It  is  the  chaftening  of  his  richeft  love. 
Receive  it  then  patiently,  thankfully  at  his  hand?, 
and  thou  wilt  find  it  full  of  bleflings.  But  take 
heed  how  thou  confultell  fenfe  or  carnal  reafon. 
Thefe  are  always  enemies  to  the  crofs  :  for  they 
judge  of  it  only  by  feeling,  and  always  refufe  to 
believe  what  God  fays  concerning  it.  Adhere 
to  the  truth:  And  reject,  every  fuggeition,  which 
would  infinuate  to  thee,  that  there  is  any  thing 
but  love  in  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord.  He  is 
thy  Father.  He  never  loves  thee  more,  than 
when  he  chaftens  thee.  There  is  no  hatred  in  his 
heart.  No  vengeance  in  his  hand.  He  allures 
thee  of  this  from  the  infallible  word  of  his 
mouth.  Here  may  thy  faith  be  fettled  :  Believe 
him— he  is  doing  thee  good — he  is  promoting  thy 
beft  infercit.  C'aft  not  away  this  confidence, 
s  and 
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and  then  the  crofs  will  be  the  means  of  bringing 
thee  to  the  nearcft  and  holieft  communion,  which 
thou  canft  have  with  thy  Father  on  this  fide 
heaven. 

In  this  amiable  light  look  upon  thy  Father  and 
thy  friend.  Never  forget  it,  O  my  foul,  but  keep 
it  in  the  faith  of  thy  heart,  efpecially  when  he 
chafteneth  thee.  Then  expect,  from  his  love  pa- 
tience under  his  ftroke,  and  after  it  the  peace- 
able fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  Thefe  will  grow 
abundantly  upon  the  crofs.  They  grow  no  where 
elfe  fo  rich  and'  ripe.  Survey  the  promifcs, 
which  he  has  made  to  his  fuffering  children,  and 
wait  in  faith  for  a  joyful  harveft.  In  due  feafon 
thou  fhalt  reap,  if  thou  faint  not.  And  the  crofs 
is  intended  to  keep  thee  from  fainting;  becaufe 
thy  Father  fends  it  for  the  increafe  and  for  the 
itrengthening  of  thy  faith.  Read  and  ftudy  what 
he  fays  to  thee  upon  this  point.  Learn  and 
inwardly  digeft  it.  In  time  of  trouble  thou 
wilt  find  great  comfort  from  depending  upon  the 
promife  of  the  Father  to  give  thee  an  happy  Hlue. 
Meditate  then  upon  the  fcriptures,  in  which  he 
has  declared  his  gracious  purpofes  in  afflicting 
his  children,  namely, 

Firft,  it  is  for  the  trial  of  faith.  God  gives  it, 
and  then  tries  it ;  that  it  may  appear  to  be  his 
grace,  that  men  may  fee  it,  and  honor  him  for  it, 
and  that  it  may  grow  by  ufe,  which  is  as  necef- 
fary  to  fpiritual,  as  exercife  is  to  bodily  growth. 

Trial 
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Trial  fliews  the  truth,  and  brings  forth  the  power 
of  grace,  and  is  thereby  a  matter  of  great  jov  ; 
as  the  apoftle  James  teftiries  writing  to  the  twelve 
tribes  in  their  difperfion  and  affliction.  "  My 
"  brethren,  count  it  all  joy,  when  ye  fall  into 
"  divers  temptations,  knowing  this,  that  the  try- 
"  ing  of  your  faith  workcth  patience ;  but  let 
"  patience  have  its  perfect  work,  that  ye  may  be 
"  perfect,  and  entire,  wanting  nothing."  God 
be  thanked  for  this  word  of  ftrong  confolation. 
What  a  precious  fcripture  is  it !  How  full  of  en- 
couragement to  the  believer  to  look  with  delight 
at  temptations  ! — not  temptations  to  fin,  but  trials, 
fent  from  God  to  keep  from  fin.  When  he  falls 
into  them  by  providence,  and  meets  them  in  the 
way  of  duty,  then  he  fhould  judge  of  them,  not 
from  fenfe,  which  can  feel  nothing  but  forrow  in 
afflictions^  but  he  fhould  take  account  of  them 
from  the  declared  purpofe  of  God  in  fending 
them,  and  he  fhould  wait  in  faith  for  the  blef- 
fings  which  they  are  to  produce.  God  fays,  that 
they  are  matter  of  joy,  of  all  joy,  of  all  true 
fpiritual  joy-^-they  are  not  only  fuch  in  his  ac- 
count, but  he  alfo  makes  them  fuch  to  the  be- 
liever. Accordingly  we  read  in  fcripture  of  many 
who  did  rejoice  in  trials.  The  Hebrews  did  : 
For  they  took  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their 
goods.  Paul  did  :  I  am  comforted,  fays  he,  I 
am  exceeding  joyful  in  all  our  tribulation.  Nay, 
he  went  farther — We  glory  in  tribulations.  He 
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Jeaped  for  joy  with  the  crofs  upon  his  back.  He 
boafted  and  triumphed  under  it.  What  the  world 
accounted  his  worft,  he  made  his  very  crown  of 
rejoicing  :  For  he  knew  and  found,  that  the  trial 
of  faith  worketh  patience  :  Faith  receives  the 
crofs  from  the  Father's  love,  and  learns  to  bear 
it  after  Jefus  :  By  the  grace  of  the  Spirit  the 
bearing  of  it,as  itexercifes,fo  it  improvespatience. 
The  believer  becomes  more  acquainted  with  it. 
Ufe,we  fay,  makes  perfect  He  learns,  where  the 
ftrength  to  bear  is — from  whence  his  comforts  are 
to  flow— and  from  whofe  hand  the  bleffed  ifTue  is  to 
be  received.  He  waits  therefore  with  fweet  fub- 
miffion-to  hie  Father's  will,  that  patience  may  have 
its  perfect  work,  that  by  trials  it  may  be  exercif- 
ed,  by  fharper  trials  it  may  be  improved,  and  by 
daily  trials  it  may  appear  to  be  the  genuine  grace 
of  the  Spirit,  perfect  and  entire,  lacking  no- 
thing. This  the  believer  aims  at.  He  would 
have  every  thing  that  belongs  to  true  patience, 
and  growth  in  it ;  he  would  have  it  refined  by 
every  fiery  trial,  and  made  purer  and  brighter, 
that  it  may  hold  out,  till  it  have  done  its  perfect 
work.  The  apoftle  Peter  gives  the  fame  encou- 
ragement to  the  fame  afflicted  Hebrews  :  He  ex- 
horts them  to  faith  and  patience  under  their  fuf- 
ferings  in  thefe  words — "  Ye  are  kept  by  the 
"  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  falvation, 
"  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  laft  time  ;  wherein 
ye  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for  a  feafon,  if 

"  need 
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"  need  be,  ye  are  in  heavinefs  through  mani- 
"  fold  temptations  ;  that  the  trial  of  your  faith 
"  being  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that 
"  periflieth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  might 
"  be  found  unto  praife  and  honor  and  glory  at 
"  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift."  What  trea- 
fures  of  love  are  laid  open  in  this  fcripture ! 
Read,  O  my  foul,  and  adore  the  exceeding 
riches  of  thy  Father's  grace.  He  knew  how 
needful  afflictions  were,  both  for  the  flefh  and 
for  the  fpirit,  and  therefore  he  appointed  thee 
thy  portion,  and  he  has  in  mercy  informed  thee 
of  his  defign  in  them.  He  has  revealed  his  will 
for  the  ground  of  thy  faith,  that  when  he  fends 
them,  thou  mighteft  experience  the  bleflings 
promifed  to  his  fuffering  children.  The  belief  of 
his  love  in  contriving  and  in  proportioning  them 
to  the  ability  given  thee  to  bear  them  would  ad- 
minifter  matter  of  joy  in  forrow,  and  by  trufting 
to  his  faithfulnefs  thou  wouldft  greatly  rejoice  ; 
thy  joy  would  fo  far  exceed  thy  forrow.  The 
heavinefs  is  but  for  a  feafon — the  joy  for  ever.  The 
heavinefs  only  during  the  trial  of  faith — the  joy 
increafed  by  that  very  trial.  The  trial  was  only 
to  prove  the  truth  of  faith,  and  to  evidence  the 
power  of  it — not  to  weaken,  but  to  ftrengthen 
it — not  to  deftroy,  but  to  refine  it.  The  refiner 
does  not  intend  to  lofe  one  atom  of  his  gold,  but 
puts  it  into  the  fire  to  purge  away  the  drofs.  So 
does  God.    When  he  hath  tried  me,  fays  Job,  I 

fliall 
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fliall  come  forth  as  gold.  He  was  tried  in  the 
fire,  and  his  faith  was  found  unto  praife  and 
honor  and  glory.  Therefore  he  is  fet  forth  for 
an  example  of  fuffering  affliction  and  of  patience. 
Behold,  we  account  them  happy,  not  who  fuf- 
fer,  but  who  endure  fuffering.  Ye  have  heard 
of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have  feen  the  end  of 
the  Lord  ;  that  the  Lord  abounds  in  companion, 
and  is  of  tender  mercy.  O  my  foul,  wait  upon 
the  fame  Lord,  and  he  will  bring  all  thy  trials  to 
the  fame  bleffed  end.  He  has  the  fame  pity  and 
mercy  to  thee,  as  he  had  to  Job.  Thou  haft  the 
fame  reafon  to  believe  it,  as  he  had.  Thy  faith 
is  tried  in  the  fire,  as  he  was,  that  it  may  come 
out  of  it  like  gold.  The  trial  was  appointed  in 
perfect,  love,  and  is  to  produce  the  greateft  bleff- 
ings  of  love.  Thy  God  has  moft  gracious  de- 
figns  towards  thee  in  putting  thee  into  the  fire. 
It  is  to  try  thy  faith  ;  whether  thou  canft  truft 
him  there.  It  is  to  improve  thy  faith  by  the 
trial,  that  thou  mayeft  truft  him  more.  If  thou 
haft  trufting  faith,  it  is  to  teach  thee  patient 
faith.  It  is  a  hard  leffon  to  learn  to  truft  againft 
fenfe  and  carnal  reafon,  and  to  fay,  This  crofs  is 
good  for  me,  I  defire  to  fubmit,  and  to  take  it 
patiently  at  the  hand  of  God.  O  it  is  very  hard 
to  believe  that  there  is  nothing  but  love  in  every 
fuffering,  and  it  is  harder  to  find  it  fo,  while  fuf- 
fering. And  yet  the  Spirit  of  God  declares  there 
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is  nothing  but  love  in  it,  and  by  believing  thou 
wilt  certainly  find  it.  May  every  trial  of  thy 
faith  eftablifh  it,  and  thereby  bring  forth 

Secondly,  The  blefled  fruit  of  patience.  The 
crofs  does  good  to  faith  :  becaufe  by  it  God 
teaches  his  children  to  bear  up,  and  to  hold  out, 
trailing  to  his  promifes  and  waiting  in  hope  for 
his  fulfilling  them,  and  thus  it  exercifes  patience. 
Which  is  a  grace  of  the  Spirit,  learned  only  in 
the  fchool  of  Chrift,  and  therefore  the  giver  of  it 
among  his  other  high  titles  is  called,  the  God  of 
patience.  He  firfl  enables  his  afflicted  children  to 
believe  what  he  has  faid  of  his  love  in  afflicting 
them,  and  then  to  wait  for  the  experience  of  his 
love  under  their  afflictions.  This  waiting  quietly, 
without  giving  way  to  ienfe,  or  unbelief  is  pa- 
tience. Faith  is  tried,  and  ftands  the  trial.  Tri- 
bulation comes,  faith  is  exercifed  with  it,  but 
holds  fail  its  confidence  in  the  word  of  God,  and 
thereby  has  full  proof  of  the  faithfulncfs  of  God. 
This  worketh  patience— a  quiet  fubmiffion  to  the 
divine  will — and  an  holy  fubiection  to  the  divine 
rod.  The  fiefh  murmurs,  felf-will  repines,  felf- 
indulgence  rebels ;  but  faith  looks  up  for  the 
promifed  ftrength  and  by  it  conquers  them.  It 
flops  their  mouths  with  a  Hulh— Be  Hill  and 
know  that  he  is  God— He  is  my  fovereign  and 
my  Father — this  affliction  indeed  is  not  for  the 
prefent  joyous,  but  rather  grieA  ous— neverthelcfs 
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it  comes  from  his  love,  love  guides  his  hand,  love 
will  bring  good  out  of  it — O  that  all  within  me 
may  fubmit  to  his  will,  and  blefs  his  name. 

But  the  crofs  is  hard  and  painful ;  flefh  and 
blood  cannot  bear  it.  True,  but  grace  can.  To 
endure  is  the  proper  work  of  patience.  It  en- 
dures by  trufting  to  the  word  of  God,  and  by 
receiving  from  him  the  promifed  ftrength.  What 
cannot  fuch  a  grace  endure  ?  When  God  fays, 
"  Fear  not,  I  will  be  with  thee,  when  thou 
"  goeft  through  the  fire  the  believer  is  hereby 
forewarned  of  the  fire,  and  when  he  is  called  to 
go  through  it,  he  expefts  the  prefence  of  his 
God,  that  if  the  bufh  burn,  it  may  not  be  con- 
fumed.  How  comfortably  does  the  apoftle  Pe- 
ter fpeak  of  this  to  the  fufFering  Hebrews? 
"  Beloved,  think  it  not  ftrange  concerning  the 
"  fiery  trial,  which  is  to  try  you,  as  though 
"  fome  ftrange  thing  had  come  unto  you ;  but 
"  rejoice,  inafmuch  as  ye  are  partakers  of 
"  Chrift's  fufferings,  that  when  his  glory  fliall  be 
"  revealed,  ye  may  be  glad  alfo  with  exceeding 
joy."  He  would  have  them  to  be  accuftomed 
to  the  crofs,  it  being  the  only  way  to  the  crown. 
There  is  nothing  new  or  ftrange  in  it.  All  the 
crowned  heads  in  heaven  carried  it,  while  they 
were  upon  earth :  yea  the  king  of  faints  went 
bearing  it  before  them.  There  never  was  for- 
row  like  unto  his  furrow  :  and  yet  for  the  joy 
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that  was  fist  before  him,  he  endured  the  crofs, 
and  defpifed  the  ihame.  Take  up  thy  crofb,  O 
my  foul,  and  follow  him.  Look  unto  Jefus.  He 
will  give  thee  ftrength.  He  has  taken  the  curfe 
and  wrath  out  of  thy  fufFering.  Thou  wilt  fee 
it  the  fruit  of  his  love  to  thee,  and  it  will  be  the 
means  of  engaging  thy  love  to  him.  What,  if 
it  be  a  burning  fiery  furnace  :  Is  it  not  almighty 
love,  which  calls  thee  to  go  into  it  ?  Not  to  hurt 
thee,  but  to  try  thee,  to  give  thee  happy  proof 
of  the  foundnefs  of  thy  faith,  and  of  the  power 
of  thy  patience.  He  would  have  thee  to  know, 
that  thy  patience  trufting  to  his  tried  word  is 
invincible  :  that  no  blow  can  beat  it,  no  fire  can 
burn  it,  from  Chrift.  He  would  bring  thee  to 
experience  what  the  prophet  did,  when  he  faid 
— "  Thy  word  is  tried  to  the  uttermoft,  and  thy 
"  fervant  loveth  it."  The  good  word  of  God 
was  tried,  as  far  as  it  could  be,  and  the  trial 
proved  its  truth,  and  therefore  he  had  frefh  rea- 
fon  to  love  it.  The  trial  increafed  his  confidence 
in  the  truth,  and  his  experience  in  the  fwcetnefs 
of  its  promifes  ;  thereby  his  patience  was  con- 
firmed, and  he  could  rejoice,  inafmuch  as  he  was 
a  partaker  of  Chrift's  fufferings,  both  of  their 
infinite  fufrkiency,  and  alfo  of  their  mighty  effi- 
cacy to  fave.  By  enjoying  thefe  bleffmgs  under 
the  crofs,  his  heart  was  happy  in  the  joy  fet  be- 
fore him.    He  had  the  earnefl  and  the  foretafte 
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of  heaven  :  for  he  knew,  that  when  the  glory  of 
Jcfus  fliould  be  revealed,  he  Ihould  be  glad  with 
exceeding  joy. 

But  the  carnal  mind  is  ready  to  complain— 
This  would  be  true,  if  the  fufFering  was  fhort, 
but  it  is  long,  as  well  as  hard — I  have  borne  up 
a  great  while,  but  now  my  patience  is  quite 
tired  out— I  am  ready  to  give  all  up,  being  weary 
of  my  life  with  the  length  of  my  trials.  How 
many  have  I  known  in  this  melancholy  cafe  ? 
Fair  bloflbms  in  the  mild  and  gentle  fpring,.  In 
fine  weather  and  fmiling  funfliine  they  looked 
beautiful,  and  gave  hopes  of  their  being  in  the 
tree  of  life,  and  of  their  growing  and  ripening 
upon  it.  But  alas  !  a  trying  time  came,  a  bleak 
cold  north  wind,  and  a  very  fharp  piercing  frort 
-  -like  leaves  in  autumn,  down  fell  the  promifing 
bloom.  My  heart  has  mourned  again  and  again 
at  the  fall  of  one  and  another,  and  mourns  while 
I  am  writing  this,  over  feveral  now  living,  who 
have  forfakenGod  and  his  ways  for  the  world  and 
its  delights.  They  met  with  trouble,  and  it  was 
too  much  for  them.  They  were  tempted,  and 
they  had  not  ftrength  to  re  lift.  The  reafon  is 
thus  affigncd— "  He  that  received  feed  into  ftony 
"  places,  the  fame  is  he  that  heareth  the  word, 
"  and  anon  with  joy  receiveth  it ;  yet  hath  he 
"  not  root  in  himfelf,  but  endureth  for  a  while  : 
"  for  when  tribulation  or  pcrfecution  arifeth  be- 
**  caufe  of  the  word  bv  and  by  he  is  offended." 

He 
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He  is  offended  and  falls  away,  becaufe  he  had 
no  root :  and  they,  who  have  root,  are  too  often 
tempted  to  be  offended  at  the  crofs.  They  find 
it  very  difficult  to  bear  up  under  it.  Natural  in- 
firmity, remaining  corruption,  and  ftrength  of 
temptation  make  pain  and  fuffering  grievous  to 
the  flefh  :  yea,  when  they  are  forced  to  bear  the 
crofs  long,  and  it  is  very  heavy,  they  are  apt  to 
murmur  and  fret,  grow  difcontented,  are  tempt- 
ed to  unbelief,  and  if  they  give  way  to  it,  to  de- 
fpair.  How  neceffary  is  it  then,  that  they  mould 
be  enabled  to  poffefs  their  fouls  in  patience  un- 
der their  great  and  many  trials  ?  To  which  end 
nothing  can  contribute  more  effectually,  than  a 
fettled  faith  in  the  word  and  promife  of  a  recon- 
ciled God.  This  will  ftay  and  quiet  the  foul, 
when  trouble  comes.  It  is  the  chaftening  of 
my  Lord,  fays  the  believer — my  loving  Father 
fends  it  for  good — He  is  only  trying  my  faith  and 
patience,  and  the  trial  will  end  well — it  is  griev- 
ous indeed  at  prefent,  and  I  go  on  my  way  weep- 
ing, but  I  have  my  fupports  now,  and  I  mail 
foon  reap  a  joyful  harveft.  I  have  a  faithful 
promife  for  it,  which  is  a  conftant  cordial  and 
keeps  up  my  fpirits.  My  God  will  be  with  me 
as  long  as  the  trial  lafts — he  fays  he  will.  I  be- 
lieve him,  and  therefore  expect  his  promifed 
prefence  and  ftrength,  till  faith  and  patience 
have  their  perfect  work.  Such  a  cordial  the 
apoftle  James  gives  to  the  Hebrews.  They 
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wanted  it  much.  They  were  greatly  oppreffed 
by  the  rich,  and  fome  of  them  were  perfecuted 
even  unto  death.  "  Be  patient  therefore,  bre- 
"  thren,  fays  he,  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord : 
*  behold  the  hufbandman  waiteth  for  the  pre- 
V  cious  fruit  of  the  earth,  and  hath  long  pa- 
"  tience  for  it,  until  he  receive  the  early  and 
"  the  latter  rain  :  be  ye  alfo  patient :  eftablifh 
"  your  hearts  :  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
"  draweth  nigh."  He  puts  great  ftrefs  upon 
the  Lord's  coming :  Yet  a  very  little  while  and 
your  Lord  will  come  to  appear  for  you  :  It's 
true  you  are  in  a  fiery  trial,  but  your  God  calls 
you  to  it  ;  and  it  may  feem  to  you  a  long  trial, 
but  he  has  promifed  you  grace  fufficient  to  bear  it: 
Truft  him  then,  and  he  will  keep  you  patient. 
He  knows  your  frame  and  temper,  and  bids  you 
look  about  you.  See,  how  the  hufbandman 
waits,  having  only  a  general  promife,  that  feed 
time  and  harveft  mall  not  fail ;  and  is  it  not 
more  reafonable  that  you  fhould  wait  with  pa- 
tience the  end  of  the  Lord.  He  fows  his  feed 
and  leaves  it.  It  endures  much  hard  weather, 
froft  and  fnow,  rough  winds  and  wintry  ftorms. 
Summer  comes,  but  he  mull:  ftill  wait  :  His  corn 
is  in  ear,  yet  it  is  liable  to  fuffer  from  long 
drought  and  from  blights,  and  to  be  beat  down 
with  heavy  thunder  fhowers ;  but  he  has  long 
pationce.  At  laft  he  is  no>  difappointed  of  his 
1  hope, 
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hope.  He  reaps  the  precious  fruit  of  the  earth, 
and  gathers  in  his  joyful  harveft.  Behold,  O  my 
foul,  and  imitate.  How  ftrong  is  his  faith!  Is 
thine  like  his?  God  has  only  faid,  that  the  fea- 
fons  (hall  not  fail :  He  has  not  faid,  that  the 
harveft  in  every  field  and  country  (hall  not  fail, 
yet  the  farmer  fows  in  faith  and  waits  in  pa- 
tience. But  the  promife  is  fure  to  thee--"  He 
t  that  believeth  fhall  never  be  confounded," 
and  doll  thou  believe  this  with  a  hope  that 
maketh  not  afhamed  ?  He  has  long  patience  : 
How  is  thine  ?  Art  thou  not  weary  and  faint  in 
thy  mind,  efpecially  when  the  courfe  of  provi- 
dence feems  to  run  counter  to  thy  hope?  Canft 
thou  hold  thee  ftill  in  the  Lord,  and  abide  pa- 
tiently upon  him,  when  he  chaftifes  thee,  and 
feems  in  anger  to  cart  thee  off?  He  waits  long 
for  an  harveft  of  perifhing  things,  and  canft  not 
thou  wait  to  have  thy  fruit  unto  holinefs  and  the 
end  everlafting  life?  O  what  need  haft  thou  of 
patience  !  Seek  it,  pray  for  it,  beg  of  thy  God 
to  eftablilh  thy  heart :  that  thou  mayeft  be  rooted 
and  grounded  in  faith  :  And  if  troubles  come 
great  and  heavy,  thou  mayeft  poffefs  thy  foul 
in  patience,  fo  long  as  the  Lord  fhall  pleafe  to 
exercife  thee  with  them.  And  never  forget 
that  he  will  certainly  come,  and  quickly.  Let 
this  promife  keep  thee  from  fainting.  He  will 
come  in  with  his  fupports ;  he  will  adminifter 
his  comforts  under  the  crofs  ;  he  will  remove  it 
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in  due  feafon.  What  can  be  required  for  the 
eftabliihing  of  thy  heart,  which  is  not  promifed 
to  thee  in  this  fcripture?  «  Caft  not  away 
"  therefore  your  confidence,  which  hath  great 
"  recompence  of  reward :  For  ye  have  need  of 
"  patience,  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of 
"  God,  ye  might  receive  the  promife:  For  it  is 
«  but  a  very  little  while,  and  he  that  (hall  come 
"  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry.  Wait  then  on 
"  the  Lord,  O  my  foul ;  be  of  good  courage,  and 
"  he  fhall  ftrengthen  thine  heart :  Wait,  I  fay, 
"  on  the  Lord." 

Perhaps  thou  art  ready  to  reply— I  have 
waited  long,  but  am  ftill  to  learn  :  for  my  trials 
are  fo  various,  that  as  foon  as  I  have  been  well 
exercifed  with  one  fort,  prefently  it  is  changed, 
and  another  comes,  to  which  I  was  not  accuf- 
tomed— And  this  continually,  like  Job's  meflen- 
gers;  one  after  another,  and  ftill  the  laft  brings 
a  fadder  meflage  than  the  former—Hard  and 
long  trials  I  have  endured,  but  this  conftant 
change  of  them  wearies  me  out;  they  come  fo 
unexpected,  they  find  me  fo  unprepared,  they 
fo  harrafs  my  troubled  mind,  that  I  am  ready  to 
fink  under  them — frequently  I  am  tempted  to 
think,  that  if  God  loved  me,  he  would  not  de- 
light in  afflicting  me  in  this  manner. 

Thus  the  carnal  mind  is  apt  to  reafon  againft 
God  and  his  ways:  But  when  the  believer  goes 
into  the  fanctuary  and  confults  the  oracle,  he 
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receives  an  anfwer  of  grace  and  peace,  and  it 
fatisfied  that  this  change  of  trials  is  nothing  new 
with  God.  It  is  his  ufual  method  of  training 
up  his  children  in  faith  and  patience.  He  ap- 
points troubles  for  the  exercife,  and  all  forts  of 
troubles  for  the  improvement  of  their  graces. 
The  captain  of  their  falvation  was  made  perfect 
through  fufFerings:  So  are  all  the  foldiers  of 
Chrift  Jefus.  It  was  the  remark  of  one  of  his 
champions— -Many  are  the  troubles  of  the 
righteous.  The  apoftle  James  fpeaking  of  the 
perfecuted  Hebrews  fays,  they  had  DIVERS 
temptations,  different  one  from  another ;  and 
his  brother  Peter  tries  to  comfort  them  under 
their  manifold  afflictions,  many  in  number, 
fucceeding  as  faff,  as  wave  follows  after  wave, 
and  of  many  kinds,  fome  diftrefled  them  in  their 
bodies,  others  in  their  minds,  in  their  character, 
in  their  fubftance,  in  their  families,  in  every  way 
that  affliction  could  be  felt.  Patience  is  the 
grace  fuited  to  all  thefe  trials :  Becaufe  it  bears 
them  in  the  ftrength  of  God  :  For  it  conlifts  in 
trufiing  to  his  fure  word  of  promife,  and  believ- 
ing it  againft  fenfe  and  feeling  :  Faith  fays,  this 
prefent.  trial  comes  from  the  love  of  my  covenant 
God  :  Patience  fays,  then  I  will  bear  it,  till  he 
bring  it  to  a  good  iflfue.  Whatever  the  trial  be, 
patience  has  the  fame  promife,  and  the  fame 
promife-kecping  God  to  truft  in.  If  he  fend 
variety  of  trials,  it  is  only  to  give  a  variety  of 
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proofs,  that  he  is  faithful,  who  hath  promifed. 
He  knows  we  have  divers  difeafes,  which  muft 
have  divers  remedies  to  heal  them.  We  have 
manifold  evils  in  us,  which  require  manifold 
afflictions  to  fubdue  them.  And  our  God  intends 
to  give  us  many  blefiings,  and  he  appoints  many 
troubles  to  bring  us  to  the  enjoyment  of  them. 
All  thefe  are  gracious  difpenfations,  mercifully 
contrived,  and  feafonably  adminiftered,  that 
patience  may  learn  to  bear,  and  may  learn  to 
perfevere  in  bearing.  God  changes  the  trial. 
Patience  has  a  new  leffon,  and  a  new  opportunity 
of  improvement.  A  good  teacher  brings  his 
fcholars  forward,  and  when  they  are  gone  through 
one  book  and  are  well  grounded  in  it,  then  he 
advances  them  to  another :  When  they  have 
learned  Latin,  he  puts  them  into  Greek.  But 
he  does  not  change  their  ftudies  out  of  ill-will 
or  hatred  to  his  fcholars.  They  had  rather  be 
at  play,  than  minding  their  books  ;  and  they  had 
rather  get  but  one  leffon,  and  be  faying  it  over 
from  day  to  day ;  but  the  matter  knows  what  is 
beft  for  them,  and  he  keeps  them  to  their  work. 
God  trains  up  his  fcholars  in  various  exercifes, 
but  all  for  their  improvement.  He  does  not  con- 
fult  what  would  pleafe  them,  but  he  changes 
the  leffon,  as  he  fees  needful.  He  knows  when 
their  faith  wants  confirming,  when  their  patience 
needs  eftablifliing,  and  therefore  in  much  mercy 
he  fend*  a  new  trial  for  the  growth  of  thofe 
C  2  graces. 
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graces.  Left  they  fliould  miftake  his  meaning' 
in  varying  his  trials  fo  often,  he  gives  them  this 
general  rule — "  There  hath  no  temptation  taken 
"  you,  but  fuch  as  is  common  to  man  :  but  God 
"  is  faithful,  who  will  not  fuffer  you  to  be 
"  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able,  but  will  with 
"  the  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape,  that 
"  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it."  The  Father  will 
exercile  his  children  with  no  trial,  but  fuch  as 
is  common  to  man  ;  and  he  will  enable  them  to 
bear  it ;  and  will  make  a  way  for  them  to  efcape. 
How  fliould  thefe  confiderations  filence  their 
murmurings  ?  If  the  trial  be  new  to  them,  yet  it 
is  common  to  man.  If  it  be  hard  to  bear,  yet 
grace  is  almighty  to  ftrengthen  patience.  If  it 
laft  long,  yet  it  fliall  end  well.  How  convinc  ing 
are  thefe  reafons?  How  patiently  fhould  believers, 
influenced  by  them,  fubmit  to  the  chaftening  of 
the  Lord  ?  And  yet  there  is  ftill  unSelief  in  them, 
which  will  be  urging  frefh  complaints,  and  ftir- 
ring  up  impatience. 

The  poor  fufferer,  feeling  his  fmart,  is  apt  to 
think — Any  crofs,  but  mine,  would  be  tolera- 
ble—I fliould  not  fay  one  word  againft  God,  if 
he  tried  me  with  any  other  ;  but  this  cuts  me  to 
the  heart — Oh  it  is  a  very  agony  both  to  my 
Rem  and  fpii it— there  is  nothing  like  it— it  is  fo 
exactly  calculated  to  crofs  my  temper,  to  hurt 
me  in  the  tendered  part,  and  to  rob  me  of  my 
moft  btkwed  gratification,  "that  it  is  the  very 

thing 
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thing  in  the  world,  from  which  I  could  have 
wilhed  to  be  exempted — Any  crofs,  Lord,  but 
this. 

Nay  but,  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  replieft 
thus  againft  God  ?  Hold  thy  tongue  as  it  were 
with  a  bridle.  Let  not  felf-will  murmur,  and 
folly  fpeak  againft  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord. 
He  fays  that  he  is  dealing  with  thee  as  with  fons. 
Where  is  thy  faith  then  ?  that  fenfe  and  feeling 
fliould  be  permitted  to  plead,  and  to  be  heard 
againft  the  witnefs  of  God  in  his  word.  Where 
is  thy  patience  ?  that  thou  canft  not  bear  the 
prefent  crofs,  but  wouldft  take  up  any  other. 
Alas  !  alas  !  miftaken  man — what  canft  thou 
bear  in  thine  own  ftrength  ?  Thou  feeleft  the 
fmart  of  thy  prefent  crofs,  and  it  makes  thee 
peevifh  and  fretful :  The  fmart  of  any  other 
would  have  the  very  fame  effecl.  A  lefs  than 
this,  the  leaft  thing  in  the  world,  that  oppofes 
thy  will,  wrould  ftir  up  thine  impatience.  Ob- 
ferve  thy  temper,  how  it  catches  fire  at  any  little 
oppofition  from  men.  The  fame  temper  will  be 
inflamed  and  rage,  when  God  chaftifes  thee,  if 
thou  refufe  to  receive  his  correction.  Thy  rebel- 
will  is  the  caufe  of  thy  pain,  and  makes  thy 
crofs  fo  bitter  :  For  if  God's  will  and  thine  were 
one,  there  could  be  no  crofs  ;  but  his  will  is 
almighty,  and  yet  thou  refifteft  it.  God  puts 
his  yoke  upon  thee,  and  thou  art  like  a  ftubborn 
bealr,  which  only  hurts  and  galls  itfelf  by  ftriving 

and 
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and  kicking  againft  its  work.  He  tries  thee  with 
one  crofs,  and  thou  art  diflatisfied,  thou  couldft 
contrive  a  better  for  thyfelf.  Thou  wouldft  be 
thine  own  lord  and  governor.  Self-will,  they 
fay,  is  a  fure  guide  to  felf-deftruttion.  Beware 
then  of  thine  own  will.  When  God  calls  thee 
to  take  up  any  crofs,  do  not  wifh  for  another. 
He  fends  this,  and  to  it  he  requires  thy  fubmif- 
fion.  It  is  thy  duty,  and  thine  intereft  to  receive 
it  for  the  exercife  and  for  the  improvement  of 
thy  patience  ;  but  inftead  of  taking  it  up  quietly, 
and  waiting  for  the  good  fruit  of  it,  thou  art 
quarrelling  with  it,  and  oppofing  the  will  of 
God.  O  take  heed  of  this  vain  attempt.  It  is 
a  fr.are  laid  for  thee.  A  fatal  trap,  into  which 
the  love  of  independence  feduced  the  firft  man, 
and  which  ever  lince  cafily  enfnares  his  pofterity. 
When  thou  art  tempted  to  murmur  at  thy  pre- 
fent  crofs — confider  what  it  is — meditate  a  mo- 
ment upon  thy  Father's  love,  who  moft  mercifully 
appointed,  who  moft  feafonably  fent  it— and  if 
it  be  nothing  ftrange,  but  common  to  man,  then 
do  not  try  to  fhift  it  off",  but  feek  the  promifed 
grace  to  bear  it.  There  is  not  a  cro'fs,  that  he 
will  lay  upon  thee,  but  he  has  laid  it  before 
upon  others,  and  it  will  tend  greatly  to  the  peace 
of  thy  mind,  and  to  the  reftraining  of  thine  own 
will,  to  obferve  how  he  dealt  with  them.  Take 
notice  then,  how  he  in  love  exercifed  them  with 
every  crofs,  that  can  be  laid  upon  thee,  how  he 
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fupported  ihem  under  it,  and  what  blefled  fruit 
tbov  reaped  from  it. 

This  is  the  kingdom  of  the  crofs ;  and  it  is  the 
Lord's  will,  that  every  difciple  in  it  ihould  be  as 
his  mafter.  He  has  chofen  them  to  fuffer  with 
him,  as  well  as  to  reign  with  him.  And  there- 
fore intending  to  call  forth  his  gifts  and  graces 
into  daily  exercife,  he  has  honored  them  with 
the  daily  crofs.  He  fees  it  needful  often  to 
change  it,  and  he  has  informed  them  of  his 
gracious  defigns  herein.  There  is  fcarce  any 
kind  of  fuffering,  but  fome  or  other  of  his 
people  have  been  tried  with  it,  and  he  has  left 
promifes  in  fcripture  of  his  fupport,  and  of  his 
coming  in  with  comfort,  and  in  due  time  with 
deliverance.  So  that  whatever  thy  crofs  be,  it 
is  not  fent,  O  my  foul,  to  hinder,  but  to  promote 
communion  with  thy  God,  and  to  help  thee 
forward  in  the  heavenly  way. 

Art  thou  pinched  with  poverty— a  believer, 
but  in  diftrefled  circumftances  ?  Blefled  art  thou 
of  the  Lord.  "  Hearken,  my  beloved  brother, 
"  hath  not  God  chofen  the  poor  of  this  world 
"  rich  in  faith  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  which 
"  he  hath  promifed  to  them  that  love  him  r" 
What  a  mercy  is  it  to  have  thine  outward  eftate 
thus  appointed  for  thee  by  the  choice  of  thy 
heavenly  Father  !  And  the  fame  eftate  which  he 
chofe  for  his  beft  beloved.  In  the  exceeding 
riches  of  his  love  he  decreed,  that  thou  fliouldft 

be 
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be  poor  in  this  world,  as  Jefus  was— He  knew 
it  was  beft  for  thee— and  he  chofe  the  rich  in 
faith — outward  poverty  was  to  be  the  means  of 
thine  improvement  in  fpiritual  riches— thy  want 
of  temporals  was  to  bring  thee  to  live  more  by 
faith  upon  eternal  things.  O  how  good  is  thy 
God  !  He  fent  thee  poverty  to  enrich  thee.  It 
is  to  bring  thee  near  to  God,  to  keep  thee  near 
to  him,  and  to  afford  thee  daily  proof  of  his  pre- 
cious love.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  bleflings  of 
rich  faith,  and  thefe  are  worth  more  than  all  the 
treafures  of  the  world.  Be  content  then— thy 
God  will  fupply  all  thy  need.  Be  thankful — 
thou  art  an  heir  of  the  kingdom.  Blefs  thy 
God — no  creature  out  of  heaven  has  more  reafon 
to  blefs  him,  than  thou  haft — He  is  thine — All 
things  are  thine. 

Perhaps  thou  art  tried  with  bodily  pain  and 
ficknefs :  Thefe  are  hard  trials.  To  endure 
them  is  the  very  crown  of  patience  ;  but  ftrength 
to  endure  them  is  promifed,  and  in  waiting 
upon  the  Lord  will  be  received ;  fo  that  outward 
pains  fhall  produce  inward  joy.  Thus  we  read  : 
"  The  Lord  will  ftrengthen  him  upon  the  bed 
"  of  Ianguiihing,  thou  wilt  make  all  his  bed  in 
"  his  ficknefs."  He  is  weak,  God  ftrengthens 
him.  He  is  fick,  God  comforts  him.  He  is  in 
pain,  God  fmooths  his  bed,  and  he  lies  patient. 
Sicknefs  cannot  be  pleafant  in  itfelf ;  but  is  pro- 
fitable for  its  fruits.    It  is  the  appointment  of 
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God,  and  teaches  fubmiflion  to  his  fovereign 
will.  It  comes  to  the  believer  with  a  meflage 
of  precious  love— This  bitter  cup  is  fent  from 
thy  heavenly  Father,  who  has  many  gracious 
purpofes  to  anfvver  by  thy  taking  it — He  would 
humble  thee  and  let  thee  feel  what  thou  art, 
and  what  thou  deferveft — he  would  mortify  the 
life  of  fenfe — He  would  give  occafion  to  increafe 
faith  and  to  advance  patience — Drink  it  up — 
There  is  a  rich  cordial  at  the  bottom — The  taftc 
of  it  will  draw  out  thy  heart  in  love  to  God. 
Happy  ficknefs!  which  promotes  fpiritual  health. 
Blefled  pain  !  which  the  kind  phyfician  often 
makes  the  way  to  pleafure,  yea  to  the  fweeteft 
communications  of  his  love. 

Art  thou  in  the  fire  of  perfecution  ?  Are  thy 
friends  and  relations  all  in  arms  againft  thee  for 
leaving  them  to  follow  Chrift  ?  Is  thy  depen- 
dence upon  them,  and  art  thou  greatly  tempted 
to  make  fome  compliances,  left  they  Ihould  caft 
thee  out,  and  thou  fhouldft  come  to  poverty  ? 
This  may  be  a  fiery  trial  ;  but  it  is  a  blefted  one. 
He  will  make  it  fo,  who  fays,  "  Blefled  are  ye 
"  when  men  fliall  revile  you,  and  perfecute  you, 
"  and  fliall  fay  all  manner  of  evil  againft  you 
"  falfly  for  my  fake.  Rejoice,  and  be  exceeding 
"  glad  :  Becaufe  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven: 
"  For  fo  perfecuted  they  the  prophets  who  were 
"  before  you."  This  perfecution  will  be  fo  far 
from  flopping  thee  in  thy  way,  that  it  will  both 
3  helP 
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help  thee  forward,  and  will  alfo  make  thy  jour- 
ney pleafant.  Thy  friends  revile  thee :  Look  up 
to  him,  who  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not 
again  :  He  will  turn  their  reproach  into  a  blefl- 
ing.  They  perfecute  thee  :  the  goodly  fellow- 
flip  of  the  prophets  carried  the  fame  crofs,  and 
found  it  no  hinderance  to  their  fpiritual  joy. 
They  fay  all  manner  of  evil  of  thee :  Take  heed 
that- they  fay  it  falfly,  and  for  Chrjft's  fake ;  and 
if  thou  fuffer  for  him,  and  art  evil  fpoken  of  for 
thine  attachment  to  him,  then  rejoice  and  be  ex- 
ceeding glad  :  for  great  is  thy  reward  in  heaven. 
Thou  art  a  fuffercr  with  him,  and  thou  lhalt  alfo 
reign  with  him.  Look  forward  to  the  promifed 
kingdom.  Expect  it  in  faith,  and  the  profpcS 
will  give  thee  at  every  ftqp  joy  unfpeakable  and 
full  of  glory. 

Perhaps  this  perfecution  may  be  carried  on  to 
a&s  of  injuftice,  even  to  the  depriving  thee 
of  thy  property :  thou  mayeft  fuffer  the  lofs  of 
all  thy  worldly  goods  for  Chrift's  fake.  When 
God  calls  thee  to  this  trial,  he  will  give  thee 
ftrength  to  bear  it,  and  thou  (halt  be  a  great 
gainer  by  thy  lofs.  So  Paul  found  it — "  I  have 
"  fufTered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  I  do  account 
"  them  but  dung  that  I  may  win  Chiift."  So  it 
was  with  the  Hebrews — "  They  took  joyfully  the 
"  fpoiling  of  their  goods,  knowing  in  themfelves, 
"  that  they  had  in  heaven  a  better  and  an  en- 
*'  during  fubilance."  What  love  was  here!  God 

was 


WALK  OF  FAITH.  35 

was  their  portion,  and  their  great  reward.  He 
had  made  them  happy  in  the  fenfe  of  his  lovej 
and  to  manifeft  the  reality,  and  to  demonftrate 
the  power  of  it,  what  great  things  love  can  do 
for  his  name's  fake,  he  took  away  all  their 
earthly  delights.  Let  them  go,  fays  Paul,  I  part 
with  them  as  freely  as  I  would  with  fo  much 
dung,  foj-  I  have  experienced  that  the  lofs  of 
them  has  brought  me  to  nearer  fellowfliip  with 
my  precious,  raoft  precious  Jefus.  Happy  part- 
ing, fay  the  Hebrews,  farewell  goods  and  chat- 
tels— we  rejoice  at  the  fpoiling  of  our  goods  :  be-> 
caufe  we  have  got  fafter  hold  of  the  fubftance  by 
the  lofs  of  the  fliadow — outward  comforts  are 
gone,  but  inwardly  richly  fupply  their  place — 
we  are  robbed  of  our  earthly  pofleffions,  thank 
God  we  cannot  be  robbed  of  our  better  and  en- 
during fubftance  :  for  it  is  referved  in  heaven  for 
us,  where  no  moth  or  ruft  can  corrupt,  and  where 
no  thieves  can  break  through  or  fteal :  in  this 
faith  we  find  our  hearts  free  and  light  and  happy 
in  running  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us. 

Thy  trial  may  be  fomething  ftill  nearer.  It 
may  be  the  lofs  of  thy  deareft  relations.  The 
wife  of  thy  bofom  is  taken  from  thee.  Thy  fa- 
vourite child  is  dead,  perhaps  drowned,  or  burn- 
ed, or  killed  at  a  ftroke :  the  delight  of  thine 
eyes  is  gone,  and  thine  heart  is  ready  to  break. 
All  forrow  is  not  forbidden,  but  forrowing  even 
4  as 
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as  others,  who  have  no  hope.    Tears  may  flow, 
but  chriflian  hope  keeps  them  within  their  proper 
bounds  :  it  reftrains  and  fanctifies  them.  Thy 
wife  is  dead  :  thy  child  is  dead.  The  Lord  gave, 
and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away.    He  requires 
thee  to  forfake  loving  wife  and  children,  be  they 
ever  fo  dear,  if  love  of  them  cannot  be  enjoyed 
without  forfeiting  his  love.    "  And  there  were 
"  great  multitudes  with  Chrift,  and  he  turned 
"  and  faid  unto  them,  if  any  man  come  unto  me, 
**  and  hate  not  his  father  and  mother,  and  wife 
"  and  children,  and  brethren,  and  fillers,  he 
"  cannot  be  my  difciple."    The  difciple  gives 
up  himfelf  to  the  mailer's  difpofal — to  learn  of 
him — to  believe  in  him — and  to  love  him.  My 
fon,  fays  he,  give  me  thy  heart.    He  has  a  right 
to  it,  and  he  will  admit  of  no  rival.    It  is  his 
temple  and  his  throne  ;  in  which  he  alone  will 
be  worfhipped  and  honored.    He  is  a  jealous 
God,  and  if  any  love  hinder  love  to  him,  it  muft 
be  torn  from  the  heart.    O  difciple,  read  this 
fcripture,  fludy  it  carefully,  and  it  may  be  the 
means  of  (hewing  thee  the  true  caufe  of  thy 
great  forrow  about  worldly  relations  :  it  is  be- 
caufe  thou  haft  fo  little  love  to  thy  bed  relation 
and  friend,  Jefus  Chrift.    If  thy  love  to  him  was 
what  it  lhould  be,  thy  heart  would  not  be  fo 
grieved  at  thofe  lofies  ;  but  would  in  patient 
fiibmiflion  acknowledge — It  is  the  Lord,  let  him 
do  what  feemeth  him  good. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  thou  art  mourning  for  the  lofs  of  living 
friends.  They  have  forfaken  thee.  Old  con- 
nexions, as  dear  to  thee  as  thine  own  foul,  are 
broken.  Perfons,  whom  thou  hadft  known  from 
thy  childhood,  and  with  whom  thou  hadft  grown 
up  in  ftrift  friendfhip,  are  now  thine  enemies1, 
and  become  fo  without  any  offence  or  fault  of 
thine.  They  hate  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  a  real 
chriftian,  and  their  hatred  is  harder  to  bear,  be- 
caufe the  world  joins  them  in  it,  and  thy  name 
is  every  where  call  out  with  contempt. 

It  muft  be  fo.  The  decree  cannot  be  altered 
— I  will  itt  enmity  between  the  feed  of  the 
woman,  and  the  feed  of  the  ferpent.  God  put 
it,  and  put  it  for  ever.  The  enmity  broke  out, 
as  foon  as  there  were  two  born  into  the  world. 
Cain  hated  Abel,  and  flew  him.  Ever  fince,  he 
that  was  born  after  the  Hefh  perfecuted  him  that 
was  born  after  the  fpirit.  There  has  been  one, 
and  but  one  perfect  man  upon  the  earth  fince  the 
fall,  and  the  enmity  of  the  world  followed  him 
unto  death.  Left  we  fhould  marvel  at  its  follow- 
ing us,  he  has  forewarned  us — "  If  the  world 
"  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  mc  before  it 
"  hated  you  :  if  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
"  would  love  its  own,  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of 
"  the  world,  but  I  have  chofen  you  out  of  the 
*'  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you."  What 
a  ftrange  reafon  is  this  !  Becaufe  I  love  you,  there- 
fore the  world  hates  you.    What  God  choofes, 
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the  world  rejects.  Why  then,  O  my  foul,  doff 
thou  court  its  fmiles,  or  fear  its  frowns  ?  The 
world,  which  lieth  in  wickednefs,  cannot  love 
thee,  and  its  enmity  cannot  hurt  thee.  Remem- 
ber the  words  of  Jefus— "  Thefe  things  have  I 
"  fpoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ve  might  have 
*'  peace:  in  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribula- 
"  tion,  but  be  of  good  courage,  I  have  ovcr- 
"  come  the  world."  I  have  overcome  it  for  you, 
and  I  will  overcome  it  in  you  :  tribulation  from 
it  fliall  not  hurt  your  peace  in  me,  but  fhall  in- 
creafe  it :  I  will  make  my  love  the  fweeter  for 
its  enmity  :  troubles  from  it  mall  be  well  repaid 
with  my  joys  :  and  when  it  quite  cafts  you  out, 
then  will  I  take  you  into  my  bofom,  and  let  you 
know  what  the  affection  of  the  heavenly  bride- 
groom is. 

Why  then,  O  my  foul,  art  thou  afraid  of  fuch 
an  exchange  ?  Is  it  not  for  thy  profit  to  part  with 
the  world  for  Chrift,  and  to  give  up  its  joys  for 
his  ?  What  greater  gain  canft  thou  expect,  than 
to  win  Chrift,  and  by  him  to  be  crucified  to  this 
prefent  evil  world  r  Dying  to  it  thou  wilt  be 
more  alive  to  him,  and  therefore  happier  in  him. 
As  other  ties  are  diffolvcd,  thy  heart  will  be  knit 
clofer  to  thy  divine  lover.  Warmed  with  his 
precious  love,  "  cloathed  with  the  fun,  and  the 
"  moon  under  thy  feet"  thou  wilt  haften  thy 
fteps  heavenwards ;  yea,  thou  wilt  be  ready  to 
take  wing  and  to  fly  to  the  embraces  of  thy  dear, 

ever, 
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ever,  infinitely  dear  Jefus.  Thou  wilt  want  no 
comment  upon  the  words  of  the  bride  the 
Lamb's  wife,  but  wilt  gladly  ufe  them  after  her 
— "  Make  hafte,  my  beloved,  and  be  thou  like 
"  to  a  roe,  or  to  a  young  hart  upon  the  mouiv* 
"  tains  of  fpices." 

In  former  ages  the  children  of  God  were  often 
deprived  of  their  liberty,  catt  into  prifons  and 
bound  in  chains.  This  fecms  to  us  an  heavy 
crofs.  To  be  (hut  up  in  a  dark  dungeon,  put 
into  fetters,  and  deprived  of  every  worldlv  com- 
fort, requires  great  patience  :  but  even  this  did 
not  ftop  them  in  their  way  to  heaven,  nor  in  the 
enjoyment  of  God  by  the  way.  Paul  the  prifoner 
of  the  Lord  often  mentions  it  among  his  higher! 
honors,  that  he  was  accounted  worthy  to  fuffer 
for  the  name  of  Chrift.  He  and  Silas  were  cruel- 
ly beaten  with  many  ftripes  at  Philippi,  were  put 
into  the  inner  prifon,  and  their  feet  fafiencd  in 
the  frocks  ;  but  the  Lord  was  with  them,  and  he 
turned  their  prifon  into  a  paradife  :  his  joy  made 
them  forget  their  wounds  and  pains  :  for  at  mid- 
night Paul  and  Silas  prayed,  and  sang  praises 
unto  God.  This  has  often  been  the  cafe  fince 
their  time  :  the  Lord  has  often  vifiled  his  pri- 
foncrs,  and  the  light  of  his  countenance  has 
made  them  happy  in  their  bonds.  Indeed  we 
are  not  called  to  this  kind  of  fuffering  at  prefent; 
thanks  be  to  his  grace.  This  is  a  day  of  fuch 
uncommon  mercies,  that  we  have  more  to  fear 

from 
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from  our  want  of  thankfulnefs,  than  from  our 
want  of  liberty.  I  pray  God  we  may  not  grow 
licentious,  and'  abufe  our  great  privileges,  but 
may  he  enable  us  fo  to  value  them  and  live  up 
to  them,  that  he  may  be  honoured  for  continu- 
ing them  to  us,  and  to  our  pofterity. 

In  former  times  alfo  believers  were  often  forced 
to  feal  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  with  their  blood. 
And  even  this  did  not  Hop  them  in  their  walk, 
nor  hinder  their  communion  with  God.  Hear 
one  of  his  martyrs — "  The  holy  Ghoft  witneffeth, 
"  that  bonds  and  afflictions  wait  for  me  in  every 
"  city  :  but  none  of  thefe  things  move  me,  nei- 
"  ther  account  I  my  life  dear  unto  myfelf,  fo  that 
"  I  may  finhh  my  courfe  with  joy,  and  the  mi- 
"  niftry,  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord 
"  Jefus."  This  was  not  a  vain  brag.  He  fpake 
it  in  humble  faith,  depending  upon  his  mafter's 
promife,  that  he  would  ftand  by  him,  when  his 
blood  fhould  be  fhed,  and  would  make  him  an 
happy  conqueror  in  the  hour  of  death.  And  he 
was  more  than  conqueror;  but  the  grace,  which 
made  him  fo,  was  not  peculiar  to,  or  the  privi- 
lege of,  an  apoftle  ;  the  fame  was  given  to  a 
noble  army  of  martyrs  :  who  overcame  fatan  by 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the  word  of  their 
teftimony,  and  they  loved  not  their  lives  unto 
the  death.  What  a  triumph  of  patience  was 
this !  They  were  enabled  to  bear  any  thing,  even 
the  lofs  of  life,  rather  than  fuffer,  the  lofs  of 

their 
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their  Lord's  favor.  Examine,  O  my  foul,  whe- 
ther thy  faith  be  like  theirs.  Canft  thou  endure, 
as  they  did  ?  How  is  thy  patience  under  the 
crofs  ?  Read  what  they  went  through,  who  are 
well  reported  of  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  for  their 
faith,  and  remember  the  fame  grace  is  promifed 
to  thee  to  carry  thee  patiently  through  all  thy 
fufferings— "  They  had  trials  of  cruel  mockings 
"  and  fcourgings,  yea  moreover  of  bonds  and 
"  imprifonments  :  they  were  ftoned,  they  were 
"  fawn  afunder,  were  tempted,  were  flain  with 
"  the  fword ;  they  wandered  about  in  flieep 
"  (kins  and  goat  fkins,  being  deftitute,  afflicted, 
M  tormented  ;  of  whom  the  world  was  not  wor- 
tc  thy,  they  wandered  in  deferts  and  in  mountains, 
«*  and  in  dens  and  in  caves  of  the  earth,  and  thefe 
"  all  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith." 
They  are  celebrated  by  the  holy  Spirit  for  having 
patiently  endured,  till  they  had  run  their  race, 
and  finiflied  their  courfe  with  joy.  He  fets  their 
example  before  thee,  that  thou  fhouldft  not  be 
flothful  in  running  the  fame  race,  but  a  follower 
of  them,  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit 
the  promifes. 

Meditate  ferioufly,  O  my  foul,  and  reflect 
again  and  again  upon  the  great  need  thou  haft 
of  patience.  Remember  the  crofs  lies  in  thy 
way  to  the  crown,  and  thou  canft  not  avoid  it. 
The  Lord  has  appointed  it  to  be  thy  portion, 
and  it  is  entailed  upon  thee,  as  much  as  the 
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kingdom  is.  When  he  exercifes  and  tries  thee 
with  it,  he  doe3  not  aft  merely  as  a  fovereign, 
but  as  a  Father.  He  deals  with  thee,  as  with 
fons.  His  children  want,  and  his  children  have 
correction.  None  are  without  it.  But  they  find 
it  hard  to  bear.  The  will  of  the  ftefh  is  impa- 
tient under  the  crofs.  Self-love  hates  it.  Carnal 
reafon  cannot  be  reconciled  to  it.  If  it  be  thus 
with  fons,  what  muft  it  be  with  baftards  ?  The 
natural  man,  when  he  is  brought  into  great 
trouble,  is  like  a  mad  beaft.  If  his  pains  be 
iharp  and  acute,  he  rages,  ftorms,  and  blaf- 
phemcs  :  if  they  be  alfo  lafting,  having  no  God 
to  go  to,  he  often  gives  way  to  defpair,  and  dif- 
patches  himfelf  with  a  piftol,  running  to  hell  for 
relief.  O  my  foul,  marvel  not  at  this.  If  God 
had  left  thee  to  thyfelf,  the  fame  trials  might 
have  brought  thee  to  the  fame  unhappy  end- 
How  necefTary  then  is  patience  ?  without  it  thou 
canffc  not  bear  the  crofs,  nor  hold  on  thy  Way 
under  it,  nor  profit  from  it.  And  how  neceffary 
are  the  doctrines  before  infifted  on,  for  the  prac- 
tice of  patience  ?  No  one  can  fubmit  to  bear 
the  crofs,  imlcfs  he  be  firft  perfuaded  that  God 
is  reconciled  to  him  and  loves  him  in  his  Son. 
When  he  is  fatisfied  of  this,  he  will  fee  aU 
things  (the  crofs  among  the  reft)  well  ordered  for 
him  in  the  covenant,  and  all  working  together 
for  the  beft.  The  crofs  is  mercifully  fent  to 
make  a  trial  of  thefe  do&rines :  by  it  God  would 
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manifeft  the  truth  and  bring  forth  the  power  of 
them,  that  it  may  appear  they  were  not  learned, 
as  notions,  but  experienced  by  his  almighty 
grace.  His  end  is  anfvvered.  The  trial  of  faith 
eftablifhes  the  peace  of  God  in  the  confeience, 
and  confirms  the  love  of  God  in  the  heart,  and 
thereby  keeps  patience  waiting  for  ftrength  to 
hold  out,  and  for  a  blefied  iflue.  The  believer 
made  ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus 
endures  patiently.  He  knows  from  whom  his 
crofs  comes.  It  is  the  appointment  of  his  Father; 
who  does  not  fend  it  in  hatred.  He  never  afflicts 
his  children,  but  in  perfect  love.  He  never  put 
a  heavy  crofs  upon  them  to  break  the  back  of 
their  patience,  but  to  ftrengthen  it,  and  to  train 
them  up  to  bear  greater  burdens.  He  would 
teach  them  their  weaknefs,  and  his  ftrength — 
their  wants,  and  his  fupplies— he  would  call  forth 
their  faith  for  the  honor  of  his  word — and  their 
patience  for  the  glory  of  his  faithfulnefs.  Lord, 
teach  me  thefe  leflbns.  I  want  the  experience 
of  them  every  day.  O  my  God,  make  me  an 
humble  difciple  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift.  There 
only  can  I  learn  to  fuffer  thy  will;  to  thee  I  come 
for  this  grace.  Affift  me,  O  thou  Spirit  of  wif- 
dom  and  revelation,  in  reading  thy  word,  that 
through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures  I 
may  have  hope.  Enable  me  to  meditate  night 
and  day  on  the  doctrines  of  grace  revealed  in 
them,  and  to  mix  faith  with  them,  that  I'may 
D  2  be 
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be  ftrong  in  the  patience  of  hope.  O  merciful 
God  and  Father,  I  defire  to  be  ftrengthened 
mightily  by  thy  Spirit  in  the  inner  man  to  bear 
thy  crofs.  I  would  live  in  a  continual  depen- 
dence upon  thine  arm  to  carry  me  through  every 
trial.  O  thou  God  of  patience  and  confolation, 
enable  me  to  bear  thy  crofs  daily  to  the  praife  of 
the  glory  of  thy  grace,  and  to  bear  it  patiently 
to  the  end,  that  I  may  fmifli  my  courfe  with  joy. 
Be  it  unto  thy  fervant  according  to  thy  word, 
wherein  thou  haft  caufed  me  to  put  my  truft. 
Amen,  fo  be  it  Lord,  Amen. 

To  receive  benefit  from  afflictions  is  a  great 
blelTing.  To  fuffer  them  with  a  refigned  will,, 
yea  to  rejoice  in  them,  as  if  all  the  joy  in  the 
world  was  come  to  us,  is  contrary  to  fenfe  and 
feeling  ;  to  carnal  reafon  and  to  human  philofo- 
phy  ;  therefore  our  heavenly  Father  has  gra- 
ciouflv  informed  his  children  of  his  love  in  afflict- 
ing them  :  Thefe  informations  are  the  ground  of 
their  faith,  and  were  given  to  filence  murmur- 
ing in  their  hearts,  and  to  keep  them  waiting 
patiently  for  the  promifed  fruits  of  fuffering. 
Among  which  this  is  a 

Third,  and  not  the  leaft,  namely,  the  cruci- 
fying of  the  flefli,  and  the  deadening  of  it  in 
thofe  affections  and  lufts,  which,  if  not  daily 
mortified,  fliould  ftop  the  believer  in  his  walk, 
and  would  hinder  his  holy  communion  with 
God.    When  faith  has  been  tried,  and  is  come 
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out  of  the  fire,  proved  to  be  the  faith  of  God's 
elect,  and  when  patience  has  gone  through  the 
fiery  furnace  and  has  found  no  harm,  then  it  is 
the  Father's  will  to  advance  and  to  improve  his 
children  in  the  doctrine  of  the  crofs.   They  have 
a  carnal  mind  ftill,  which  is  enmity  againft  God 
— a  body  of  fin — an  old  man  of  fin — the  flefh  in 
them  lufting  againft  the  fpirit.    This  their  fleihly 
nature,  which  doth  remain,  yea  in  them  that  are 
regenerated,  is  the  greateft  enemy  to  their  holy 
walk,  with  God  in  conftant  peace,  and  growing 
love  :  Becaufe  it  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  God, 
neither  indeed  tan  be.  ■  The  life  of  fenfe  in 
them  is   always  oppofing    the   life  of  God. 
Hence  the  continual  war  between  nature  and 
grace,  which  if  a  man  does  not  find  in  him- 
felf,  he  may  depend  upon  it,  he  either  never 
was  alive  to  God,   or  elfe  at   that   time  he 
is  dead  to  God.    If  he  be  living  by  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  God,  he  will  alfo  be  fighting  the 
good  fight  of  faith  againft  all  the  enemies  of 
his  falvation.    He  will  never  think  of  putting  off 
the  whole  armor  of  God  until  he  put  off  the 
body  of  fin  and  of  death  :   And  until  that  day 
come,  he  will  be  ftriving  for  the  mattery  over 
his  body,  that  he  may  keep  it  under  and  bring 
it  into  fiibjection.    How  abfolutely  neceffary  this 
ftriving  is,  appears  from  the  tender  companion  of 
our  God  and  Father,  who  has  appointed  and 
decreed  in  covenant  love  all  the  crofles,  which 
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were  to  be  laid  upon  our  rebel-nature,  and  which 
were  to  be  kept  upon  it,  till  death.  It  is  his 
holy  will  hereby  to  reftrain  its  affections,  to  mor- 
tify its  luffs,  to  hedge  up  its  way  by  thorns  and 
afflictions,  and  by  thefe  means  he  would  weaken 
its  power.  Is  not  this  mercy  unfpeakable  ?  And 
what  more  likely  method  could  he  contrive  thus 
to  crucify  the  fiefh,  than  to  put  it,  and  to  keep 
it  upon  the  crofs  ?  For  as  the  linful  nature  is 
deadened  the  new  man  is  renewed  day  by  day. 
The  one  grows  more  alive  by  the  mortification 
of  the  other.  The  fubduing  of  unbelief,  pride, 
and  felf-feeking  is  the  ftrengthening  of  faith, 
humility,  and  glorifying  God.  This  command 
therefore  is  frequently  given  to  believers— Put 
off  the  old  man — put  on  the  new — mortify  your 
members  which  are  upon  the  earth— crucify  the 
flefli  with  its  affections  and  lufts.  And  this  is 
fpoken  to  believers  high  in  grace,  as  high  as 
ever  any  went,  or  can  go.  The  Spirit  of  God 
fays  to  the  saints  at  Rome—"  Let  not  fin  reign 
"  in  your  mortal  body,  that  yc  mould  obey  it  in 
<c  the  lufts  thereof,  neither  yield  ye  your  mem- 
"  bers  as  inftrumcnts  of  unrighteoufnefs  unto 
"  fin."  The  infallible  Spirit  fpeaks  to  the 
saints  at  Ephefus— "  Put  off  concerning  the 
"  former  converfation  the  old  man,  who  is  corrupt 
"  according  to  the  deceitful  lufts ;  and  put  on  the 
y  new  man."  The  fame  precept  is  given  by  the 
fame  Spirit  to  the  saints  at  Colofs— "  Mortify 
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*  your  members  which  are  upon  the  earth." 
This  is  an  holy  war  ;  and  all  the  faints  of  God 
are  engaged  in  it.  They  are  fighting  againfl 
evcrv  thing  linful,  but  more  particularly  watch- 
ing under  arms  againfl  their  own  corrupt  nature; 
which  is  their  hardeft  warfare  :  Becaufe  there  is 
no  releafe  from  it,  and  it  is  earned  on  by  con- 
tinual felf  denial,  by  refifting  the  affections  and 
lulls  of  the  old  man,  and  by  oppofing  his  giving 
up  the  members  of  his  body,  as  inflruments  of 
unrighteoufnefs  unto  fin.  But  as  good  foldiers 
-of  Chrhl  Jefus  they  refifi  unto  blood  driving 
againll  fin.  The  captain  of  their  falvation  Is 
always  on  their  fide  to  encourage  them  with  his 
promifes,  and  to  help  them  with  his  flrength. 
He  intends  to  lead  them  on  conquering  and  to 
conquer,  therefore  he  lays  the  crofs  upon  their 
corruptions,  as  the  raoft  effectual  means  of  fub- 
duing  them,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  it,  he 
fpeaks  unto  them,  as  unto  children — 

My  fon,  defpife  not  thou  the  chaflening  of 
the  Lord.  I  do  not  afflict  thee  in  hatred,  but 
in  covenant  love.  My  defign  is  to  mortify  the 
body  of  fin,  and  therefore  I  give  thee  this  whole- 
fome  phyfic.  Thou  haft  many  bad  humors-  and 
corruptions,  for  which  I  have  appointed  this 
fovereign  medicine.  Truil  my  (kill— believe  my 
love— depend  upon  mine  arm — and  thou  wilt 
infallibly  find  it  profitable  to  the  fpirit  however 
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painful  to  the  flefh.    Wait,  and  the  end  fhall 

be  bleffed. 

To  this  truth  the  prophet  Ifa'ah  bears  a  clear 
teftimony.  He  explains  the  Lord's  defign  in 
afflicting  his  people,  and  tells  them,  it  was  to 
purge  them  from  their  iniquity,  to  keep  them 
from  the  love  of  fin,  and  to  reftrain  the  practice 
of  it.  He  afflicted  them  in  mercy :  But  he 
afflict ed  their  enemies  in  juftice.  Hath  he  fmit- 
ten  Ifrael,  as  he  fmote  thofe  that  fmote  him  ? 
No,  he  has  not.  Or  is  he  flain  according  to 
the  daughter  of  them  that  are  ftain  by  him  ?  No, 
he  chaftifes  his  in  love  ;  he  has  appointed  the 
meafure,  the  time,  the  degree,  of  their  correct  ion. 
"  In  meafure  when  it  fhooteth  forth,  thou  wilt 
"  debate  with  it  ;  he  ftayeth  his  rough  wind  in 
"  the  day  of  his  eaft  wind:  by  this  (moderate 
"  affliction)  therefore  fliall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob 
f(  be  purged,  and  this  is,  all  the  fruit  to  take 
"  away  his  fin." — to  keep  him  back  from  fin  in 
general,  and  from  the  fin  of  idolatry  in  particu- 
lar, as  it  follows  in  the  prophet--"  When  he 
"  maketh  all  the  ftones  of  the  altar  like  chalk 
"  ftones  that  are  beaten  in  funder,  then  the 
"  groves  and  images  fliall  not  ftand  up."  The 
altar,  at  which  they  offered  their  idol-worfhip, 
fliall  be  broken  down,  like  ftones  burnt  in  pieces 
for  lime,  and  the  groves  and  images  fliall  not 
ftand  up,  but  (hall  be  broken  down  alfo.  Thefe 
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happy  effects  fliall  be  brought  about  by  fan£ti- 
fied  affliction — iniquity  fliall  be  purged — fin  fliall 
be  reftrained — idolatry  fliall  be  thrown  down. 
And  God  fays,  this  fliall  be  all  the  fruit  and 
end  of  his  chaftening.  He  tells  his  people  of  his 
delign,  that  they  might  know  their  affliction 
would  bring  forth  good  fruit,  and  that  they 
might  wait  patiently  for  the  fulfilling  of  his  pro- 
mife.  Bleffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him  : 
they  fliall  never  be  difappointed  of  their 
hope. 

How  gracious  is  God  in  his  dealings  with  his 
ehildren  !  He  provides  the  be  ft  for  them,  in- 
forms them  of  it,  and  becaufe  they  have  a  fallen 
nature  oppofite  to  his  holy  mind  and  will,  an 
enemy  to  his  glory  and  to  their  own  peace,  he 
acquaints  them  with  his  delign  in  fubduing  it. 
He  appoints  affliction  for  this  end.  It  is  the 
chaftening  of  the  Lord.  He  promifes  them 
ftrength  to  bear  it,  and  comfort  under  it.  No- 
thing but  good  fliall  flow  from  it.  Iniquity,  their 
worft.  enemy,  fliall  be  crucified :  Actual  fin, 
fpringing  from  the  iniquity  of  their  nature,  fliall 
be  mortified  :  the  heart  fliall  be  deadened  to  its 
old  idols,  and  as  it  dies  to  them  it  fliall  be  hap- 
pier in  the  love  of  God.  O  bleffed  crofs  !  what 
mercies  doft  thou  bring  with  thee  ?  Is  not  that 
bleffed  indeed,  which  under  God  produces  fuch 
unfpeakable  mercies  ?  Take  it  up  then,  O  my 
jfoul,  bear  it  patiently,  and  expect  the  choiceft 
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bleffings  of  the  Father's  love  from  it.  Why  doft 
thou  refufe  ?  It  is  heavy.  It  is  painful.  True, 
but  what  makes  it  lb  ?  The  burden  is  from  thy 
rebel  will.  The  pain  comes  from  thy  corruption 
unwilling  to  be  mortified.  Take  it  up  in  faith, 
and  thou  wilt  find  ftrength  enough  to  bear  it, 
and  bleffings  enow  to  make  it  a  matter  of  all 
joy.  Lord  God,  reconcile  me  to  my  daily 
crofs.  May  thy  will  in  it  be  done.  Mortify 
fin,  weaken  its  power,  deaden  its  affections 
and  lufts.  Only  Lord,  whatever  crofs  thou 
fendeft,  give  grace  with  it,  that  I  may  bear  it 
patiently,  and  may  wait  for  its  promifed  fruit. 
Thou  knoweft  what  would  flop  me  in  my  heavenly 
journey,  if  it  be  my  bofom  favorite,  the  deareft 
objeft  of  my  love,  O  tear  it  from  my  heart. 
Thou  haft  given  me  a  define  to  have  every  rival 
dethroned.  O  come,  and  reign  alone  in  me, 
almighty  Jefus,  and  fubdue  whatever  oppofes 
thy  lawful  government.  My  Saviour  and  my 
God,  make  all  within  me  feel  the  power  of  thy 
crofs.  Crucify  the  body  of  fin.  Spare  nothing 
that  would  hinder  my  walking  with  thee,  or 
would  deprive  me  of  thy  friendfhip  and  favors. 
I  blefs  thee,  I  worfhip  thee,  I  glorify  thee  for 
this  infinite  grace,  that  thou  haft  made  me  will- 
ing to  have  all  mine  idols  pulled  down.  On  thee 
I  depend  every  moment  for  keeping  them  down. 
O  my  loving  Jefus,  carry  on  thy  work,  and  in 
thine  own  way  fubdue  fin  in  me  :  let  me  be 
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planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of  thy  death, 
that  I  may  be  alfo  in  the  likenefs  of  thy  refur- 
recHon — Dead  to  fin,  but  alive  to  God.  I  afk 
this  for  thy  great  name's  fake.  Let  it  be  thy 
good  pleafure  to  hear  and  anfwcr.  I  believe 
thou  wilt.  I  have  thy  word  for  it.  There  I  reft. 
Amen,  and  Amen. 

With  this  faith  review  thy  mercies.  Confider, 
O  my  foul,  what  a  good  God  has  done  for  thee, 
and  what  greater  things  he  has  ftill  in  ftore. 
He  has  in  fome  meafure  reconciled  thee  to  his 
crofs.  Thou  art  convinced,  it  is  thy  Father's 
appointment,  contrived  for  the  beft  by  his  infinite 
love,  and  fettled  on  thee  for  thy  richeft  portion 
in  time— He  fends  it  for  the  trial  of  thy  faith, 
tint  it  may  be  found  unto  praife  and  honor  and 
glory — for  the  exercife  and  for  the  improvement 
of  thy  patience — for  the  mortifying  of  the  body 
of  fin,  and  for  the  deadening  of  the  life  of  fenfe. 
This  is  the  will  of  thy  moft  loving  and  tender 
Father.  He  fends  the  crofs  to  be  the  means  of 
thefe  bleffings.  Certainly  then  it  cannot  hinder 
thy  walk  with  him,  but  in  all  thefe  refpetts  will 
tend  to  keep  thee  in  the  way,  and  to  help  thee 
forward  in  it,  and  thus 

Fourthly,  It  will  affift  and  promote  thy  holy 
fellowfhip  and  communion  with  God.  This  is 
the  principal  thing  in  religion.  We  fell  from 
God  by  fin,  and  it  is  the  greateft  mercy  to  be 
brought  back  to  him  again.  In  this  point  all 
£  religions 
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religions  fail,  but  the  chriftian.  Chrift  is  the 
way.  No  one  cometh  to  the  Father,  but  by 
him  :  for  there  is  falvation  in  no  other.  He 
only  can  forgive  fin  :  he  only  can  juftify  finners. 
And  this  way  was  contrived  in  the  covenant  of 
the  Trinity  for  the  higheft  difplay  of  their  divine 
perfections :  Which  begin  to  be  manifefted, 
when  the  Spirit  of  life  enters  into  the  finner,  and 
quickens  him  ;  when  the  Spirit  of  adoption  en- 
ables him  to  truft  in  the  atonement  and  obedience 
of  Immanucl,  and  thereby  to  fee  God  reconciled, 
and  to  call  him,  Abba,  Father.  With  this  faith 
in  Jefus  he  expecls  from  the  Father's  love  all  his 
promifed  mercies.  Thus  he  has  fellowship  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son  by  the  holy  Spirit.  He 
itands  related  to  the  eternal  Three  in  their  cove- 
nant offices,  and  he  receives  freely  in  believing 
the  covenant  blefiings  of  each. 

Among  thefe  bleffings  the  crofs  is  not  the  lead: 
for  it  is  mercifully  appointed  to  be  the  means  of 
bringing  finners  to  this  divine  fellowlhip.  They 
go  on  ftubbornly -after  their  own  hearts,  and  in 
the  error  of  their  own  ways,  until  the  Lord  fend 
fome  trouble  to  ftop  them.  They  look  wilhfully 
at  the  guilded  cup  of  pleafure,  and  drink  greedily 
of  its  fweets  without  any  fear  of  the  deadly  poi- 
fon  mixed  up  with  it.  But  when  God  convinces 
of  fin,  then  come  forrow:  they  feel  the  poifon 
working  in  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  and  dread  of  punitli- 
ment,  which  teach  the  want  of  a  faviour,  and 
»  are 
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are  a  good  fchoolmafter  to  bring  them  unto 
Chrift.  So  God  dealt  with  the  chief  of  the 
Old  Teftament  finncrs — a  giant  in  iniquity,  who 
furpafled  all  that  were  before  him  in  Jerufalem 
for  idolatry  and  blood  fhcdding.  The  Lord  fent 
his  prophets  to  warn  him  of  his  guilt,  but  he 
would  not  hearken.  He  hardened  his  heart,  till 
the  Lord  brought  upon  him  the  captains  of  the 
hoft  of  the  king  of  Aflyria,  who  took  Manafleh 
among  the  thorns,  and  bound  him  with  fetters, 
and  carried  him  to  Babylon  :  And  when  he  was 
in  affliction,  he  befought  the  Lord  his  God,  and 
humbled  himfelf  greatly  before  the  God  of  his 
fathers,  and  prayed  unto  him,  and  he  was  in- 
treated  of  him,  and  heard  his  fupplication,  and 
brought  him  again  to  Jerufalem  into  his  king- 
dom :  then  Manafleh  knew  that  the  Lord  he 
was  God.  His  cafe  was  not  lingular.  It  is  a 
common  thing  with  the  Lord  to  fend  affliction 
to  make  fin  bitter,  that  he  may  lead  his  people 
to  true  forrow  for  it,  and  that  they  may  feek 
until  they  find  falvation.  An^  when  they 
have  found  it,  he  ftill  ufes  the  crofs  to  keep 
them  near  unto  himfelf.  Indeed  the  crofs  alone 
has  not  this  effect,  but  rather  the  contrary. 
The  natural  man  has  his  fretfulnefs  ftirred 
up  by  fuffering,  and  cannot  help  murmuring  at 
the  will  of  God.  But  grace  fanctifies  fuffer- 
ing.   God  makes  it  a  bleffing  to  his  children, 

as 
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as  by  it  he  exercifes  their  faith  in  fuch  general 
promifes,  as  thefe. 

If  God  fend  great  and  many  troubles,  they 
{hall  not  feparate  believers  from  him :  becaufe 
he  will  then  be  with  them  ;  as  he  fpake  unto 
Ifrael — "  Fear  not  to  go  down  into  Egypt,  for 
"  I  will  there  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  I 
"  will  go  down  with  thee  into  Egypt."  It  was 
the  houfe  of  bondage,  in  which  the  talkmafters 
heavily  afflicted  his  defcendents  with  their  bur- 
dens, but  the  more  they  affli&ed  them,  the 
more  they  multiplied  and  grew.  So  it  was  with 
the  Ifrael  of  God.  They  need  not  fear  any  af- 
fliction: for  their  God  has  promifed  to  be  with 
them  in  it,  and  by  it  to  make  them  great  chrif- 
tians  ;  the  more  they  arc  afflicted  the  more  fliall 
their  graces  multiply  and  grow — **  I  will  be  with 
*f  thee  in  trouble,  fays  God— I  will  redeem,  I 
"  will  fave  thee  from  all  thy  troubles— many  are 
"  the  troubles  of  the  righteous,  but  I  will  de- 
"  liver  thee  out  of  them  all — yea,  when  thou 
"  paffeft  through  the  water,  and  through  the 
"  fire,  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  will  preferve 
"  thee  from  all  evil — I  will  make  all  thefe  things 
**  work  together  for  thy  good."  Thefe  promifes 
are  a  great  fupport  to  faith  :  for  God  engages 
to  be  with  his  children  in  every  affliction.  He 
does  not  intend  that  any  fhould  feparate  them 
from  hint,  but  that  all  fliould  keep  them  near  to 
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himfelf.  He  fays  he  will  be  with  them  5  they 
therefore  expect  his  prefence,  and  if  their  af- 
flictions be  very  great,  they  may  on  good  grounds 
wait  for  his  time  of  deliverance.  And  as  his 
word  cannot  be  broken,  their  truft  in  it  will  be 
confirmed,  and  their  hearts  will  be  eftablifhed 
in  waiting  upon  the  Lord.  If  their  afflictions 
continue  long  he  is  with  them  all  the  time, 
making  them  fenfible  of  their  own  weaknefs, 
and  putting  forth  his  promifed  ftrength,  both 
that  they  may  endure,  and  may  alfo  perfevere 
in  enduring :  thus  he  improves  their  patience. 
And  becaufe  they  have  (till  a  carnal  nature, 
which  cannot  bear  the  crofs,  God  therefore 
keeps  it  upon  them,  in  order  to  crucify  the  flefli 
with  its  affedtions  and  lulls,  that  as  they  die 
unto  fin  they  may  live  unto  righteoufnefs.  Such 
is  the  declared  purpofe  of  God  in  afflicting  his 
children  :  he  would  hereby  cherifh  thefe  graces 
in  them,  by  which  communion  with  him  is  kept 
up  ;  and  as  thefe  grow,  communion  with  him 
will  grow  in  proportion.  Faith  will  look  more 
at  the  truth,  and  live  more  upon  the  faithfulnefs 
of  God.  Patience  will  depend  more  on  his  arm, 
and  the  lefs  happinefs  the  believer  can  find  in 
the  creature,  he  will  feek  and  will  find  the  more 
in  his  God.  The  mortifying  of  the  old  man  will 
of  courfe  make  the  new  man  more  alive  :  for  as 
the  power  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  is  laid  upon  the 
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former,  the  power  of  the  life  of  Chrift  will 
experienced  in  the  latter. 

But  fuch  is  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  his  chil- 
dren under  the  crofs,  that  he  has  given  them 
fcveral  very  particular  and  exprefs  promifes,  in 
order  to  ftrengthen  their  faith  and  patience.  He 
has  fhewn  them  what  fellowfhip  they  are  to  ex- 
pec!  with  the  eternal  Three  in  their  covenant 
offices  ;  for  promoting  which  he  moft  mercifully 
provided  the  crofs.  O  my  foul,  attend  to  this  : 
carefully  furvey  this  rich  contrivance  of  divine 
love,  and  when  the  crofs  is  fent,  take  it  up  in 
faith,  and  expeft  to  be  a  partaker  of  its  covenant 
bleffings. 

Remember,  it  is  laid  upon  thee  to  promote 
communion  with  thy  God  and  Saviour.  The 
appointed  trial  comes.  It  is  to  give  thee  proof 
of  the  foundnefs  of  thy  faith  in  Jefus,  and  to  let 
thee  fee  by  experience,  that  thou  haft  not  be- 
lieved in  vain.  Thou  haft  fled  to  him  for  refuge, 
from  fin  and  guilt,  from  wrath  and  hell :  He 
took  thee  into  his  protection ;  and  now  thy 
fafety  in  him  is  to  be  attacked.  It  will  be  feen, 
that  the  foundation  upon  which  thou  flandeft 
will  bear  thee  up  in  an  hour  of  temptation.  If 
lhou  haft  indeed  fellowfhip  with  him  in  his  glo- 
rious falvation,  it  will  now  be  made  manifeft  to 
thy  great  profit.  The  crofs  is  laid  upon  thee, 
an  heavy,  a  bitter  crofs :  it  deprives  thee  of  all 
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fcnfible  comfort ;  and  is  kept  upon  thee  till  thou 
haft  no  profpcct  of  any.  Hope  in  creature-com- 
fort is  failed.  This  is  a  fweet  feafon  for  fpiritual 
communion  with  thy  Jefus.  He  has  deadened 
the  enjoyment  of  other  things,  that  thy  heart 
might  be  happier  in  him  ;  therefore  now  thou 
art  to  bring  the  principles,  laid  down  in  the  for- 
mer chapters,  into  practice.  Here  is  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity to  make  ufe  of  them  :  for  without  them  a 
man  muft  fink  under  fuch  a  crofs ;  but  through 
faith  in  the  righteoufncfs  of  thy  God  and  Saviour 
thou  wilt  not  only  have  powerful  arguments, 
but  wilt  alfo  have  powerful  grace,  to  bear  thy 
fufferings,  patient  under  them,  and  thankful  for 
them  : 

Under  them  thou  wilt  be  tried— Is  it  good 
ground,  upon  which  I  have  buiit  my  hope  of 
falvation  ?  Is  it  the  rock  of  ages  ?  Does  it  bear 
me  up  fafe,  and  keep  me  unfliaken  in  this  time 
of  trouble  ?  Yes,  bleffings,  eternal  bleflings  on 
my  precious  Jefus  :  I  have  fled  to  him  for  refuge, 
and  he  has  fet  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  that  can 
never  be  moved  :  Chrift  my  paflbver  is  facrificed 
for  me  :  in  the  blood  of  fprinkling  I  have  put  my 
truft,  and  I  am  fafe  from  the  deftroyer  :  he  is  my 
propitiation,  in  whom  I  have  redemption  through 
faith  in  his  blood :  He  is  mine  advocate  alfo 
with  the  Father,  ftanding  in  his  prefence  as 
my  furety  :  while  the  Father  fees  him  and  loves 
him,  he  will  fee  me  in  him  and  love  me  with 
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the  fame  love :  Jefus  is  mine  atonement  with 
him,  my  righteoufnefs,  my  fancHfication,  and  my 
full  redemption.  O  thou  molt  lovely  loving  Je- 
fus, I  have  often  been  happy  in  the  fenfe  of  mine 
intereit  in  thee,  but  never  fo  happy  as  now. 
This  crofs  is  fanclified  indeed  :  for  it  has  remov- 
ed what  hindered  my  communion  with  thee, 
and  has  brought  me  to  feek  thy  prefence,  and  to 
enjoy  thy  fupports,  and  thy  comforts.  I  was 
foolifh  enough  to  with  it  might  pafs  from  me ; 
but  this  was  mine  infirmity.  Pardon  it  my  fweet 
Jefus,  and  accept  mine  unfeigned  thanks  for 
thy  late  mercies.  Never  in  my  life  did  I  mid 
the  virtue  of  thy  facrifice  in  the  peace  of  my 
confcicnce,  nor  had  I  fuch  intimate  communion 
with  thee  in  thy  finifhed  falvation,  as  I  have  had 
under  this  crofs.  It  tried  me  indeed,  but  the 
rrial  was  to  thy  glory,  and  to  my  profit.  I  arrt 
now  more  fatisfied  than  ever,  that  thy  falvatiort 
is  infinitely  perfect,  and  that  I  have  my  fhare  ifi 
it :  I  have  it  indeed  now  :  for  I  am  a  partaker 
of  the  things  which  accompany  falvation.  I  am 
making  ufe  of  them— I  find  their  reality— I  enjoy 
their  fweetnefs— blefling  and  thanks  and  praife. 
without  cealing  be  unto  thee,  my  adorable  God 
and  Saviour. 

Is  it  not,  O  my  foul,  thy  fervent  prayer,  that 
thou  mayeft  live  in  holy  friendfhip  with  Jefus  ? 
Why  then  doft  thou  fear  his  crofs,  which  is  his 
appointed  way  and  means  of  improving  thine. 

intimacy 
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intimacy  with  him,  and  likenefs  to  him  ?  O 
ftudy  the  difcovery  of  his  love  in  the  fcriptures : 
and  take  particular  notice  of  the  promifes,  which 
he  has  made  to  his  fuffering  brethren.  Read, 
mark  them,  mix  faith  with  them,  that  they  may 
be  fulfilled  in  thine  experience.  Remember, 
thou  canfi;  not  fufFer,  but  by  his  will,  to  which 
he  expects  fubmiffion :  he  fends  the  crofs  to 
teach  thee  this  lefTon.  It  cannot  hurt  thee,  if 
thou  doft  not  quarrel  with  it :  but  if  thy  will  be 
refigned  to  his,  herein  thou  wilt  have  fellowfhip 
with  him  ;  and  thou  wilt  have  reafon  conftantly 
to  be  praying  to  him — Not  my  will,  Lord,  but 
thine  be  done. 

Confider,  for  the  improvement  of  this  fellow- 
fhip, that  thy  Lord  himfelf  was  exercifed  with 
the  crofs.  He  has  gone  before  thee  bearing  it. 
He  has  taken  the  curfe  and  wrath  out  of  it,  and 
has  fanctified  it  to  all  his  followers.  In  faith 
they  muft  take  it  up,  and  in  patience  carry  it,  or 
they  will  not  come  to  the  kingdom.  Certainly 
then  their  crucified  Lord  will  be  with  them: 
yea,  he  has  promifed— "  I  will  be  with  thee  in 
"  trouble"— feek  his  prefence,  O  my  foul,  un- 
der the  crofs— wait  for  communion  with  him— - 
he  has  faid  he  will  be  with  thee  :  expect  there- 
fore the  light  of  his  countenance,  which  is  bet- 
ter than  life.  Do  not  fear  the  crofs,  fince  it  is 
to  bring  thec  fuch  a  bleffing:  it  is  to  be  the 
means  of  thy  fellowfhip  with  Jefus  in  his  fenfible 
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fupport,  and  heavenly  comfort ;  take  it  up  then. 
Suppofe  it  removes  all  thine  earthly  joy.  Let  it 
go.  The  pain  of  its  lofs  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  joy  of  thy  fpirit.  Jefus  will  give  thee 
pure  holy  joy,  and  by  his  divine  art  will  extract 
it  out  of  pain.  He  affli£ts,  that  he  may  comfort. 
He  takes  away  fenfual,  that  he  may  give  fpiri- 
tual  pleafure.  He  removes  creature-love,  that 
he  may  communicate  more  of  this  happy  love. 
In  mercy  he  chaftifes.  He  fees  there  is  need  to 
mortify  (in.  He  fends  the  crofs  for  this  purpofe, 
and  bleffes  what  he  fends.  It  works  like  wholc- 
fome  phyfic.  But  oh  !  it  is  bitter,  it  is  naufeous 
to  the  tafte.  Why  do  you  chaw  it  then  ?  Swal- 
low the  pill.  The  benefit  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  mouth,  but  in  the  ftomach.  There  it  will 
purge  bad  humors.  The  fovereign  phyfician  in- 
tends it  fhould  operate  upon  every  evil  temper, 
which  would  hinder  your  bleffed  communion 
with  him,  and  mould  be  the  means  of  exercif- 
ing  thofe  graces,  by  which  that  communion  is 
maintained  and  may  be  improved. 

Such  is  the  crofs  of  Chrift — taken  up  in  faith, 
and  carried  in  patience,  it  promotes  daily  fellow- 
ship with  him  ;  which  is  the  greateft  blefling 
upon  earth.  There  is  no  greater  in  heaven  : 
only  they  enjoy  it  by  fenfe,  and  we  by  faith. 
But  we  have  the  fame  fcllowfliip  with  them  in 
Jefus,  and  the  fame  communion  with  them  in 
the  graces  of  his  falvation.    And  for  thefe  he 
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makes  way  by  his  crofs.  He  deadens  the  foul 
to  the  life  of  fenfe,  that  it  may  fee'  more  of  hap- 
pinefs  in  him.  When  he  has  withdrawn  other 
joys,  he  often  fliines  into  the  heart  with  joy  un- 
fpeakable.  He  generally  veuchfafes  thefe  his 
love  tokens  to  his  fuffering  brethren,  and  gives 
his  richeft  cordials  in  their  deepeft  diftrefs.  Each 
of  fuch  happy  fouls  can  fay — It  is  good  for  me 
to  fuffer  with  Jefus.  Yes,  Lord  :  I  am  thy  wit- 
nefs  :  thy  crofs  is  good  :  it  has  been  the  means 
of  my  greateft  good  :  for  thou  haft  brought  me 
by  it  to  forfake  communion  with  other  objects, 
and  to  enjoy  communion  with  thee  in  thy  pre- 
cious love.  If  thou  haft  been  pleafed  to  take 
away  any  of  my  beloved  objects,  thou  haft  in 
much  mercy  fupplied  their  place  with  thy  pre- 
fence.    I  have  found  my  loffes  my  chief  gain. 

0  my  Jefus,  Lord  God  almighty,  I  blefs  thee 
and  adore  thee  for  the  diftinguifhing  grace 
vouchfafed  to  me  under  the  crofs.  It  was  en- 
tirely from  thee,  and  the  effect  of  thy  love,  that 

1  had  any  patience,  or  any  fellowfhip  with  thee 
in  the  way  of  fuffering.  It  was  thy  doing,  and  I 
glorify  thee  for  enabling  me  to  maintain  peace 
with  the  Father  through  faith  in  thine  obedience 
unto  death,  and  for  Satisfying  me  that  my  croffes 
were  appointed  and  fent  by  covenant  love.  Thou 
art  the  giver  of  thefe  bleflings,  and  on  thee  I 
wait  for  the  continuance  of  them.  Whatever 
thou  callcft  upon  mc  to  fuffer,  order  it  and  me, 
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as  feemeth  beft  to  thy  godly  wifdom  \  but  leave 
me  not  to  myfelf.  Be  always  with  me,  my  good 
Lord,  that  I  may  bear  thy  crofs,  and  carry  it  pa- 
tiently and  profitably,  thou  fuftaining  both  me 
and  it  every  ftep  of  my  way  to  heaven.  Hear 
me,  my  Jefus,  and  anfwer :  for  without  thee  I 
can  do  nothing  ;  but  ftrengthened  by  thee  I  fhall 
be  able  to  bear  all  things,  and  my  daily  crofs 
will  keep  me  in  daily  communion  with  thee  to 
my  profit  and  to  thine  eternal  praife.  Amen. 

Thus  the  crofs  of  Chrift  is  fanctified,  and  keeps 
up  communion  with  him  in  the  bleffings  of  his 
falvation.  So  it  does  with  the  Father  in  his  love. 
In  the  covenant  his  name  is  expreflive  of  his 
office.  He  is  a  Father,  who  has  every  holy  af- 
fection and  feeling  of  love.  He  embraces  in  the 
bowels  of  the  tendereft  parent  all  his  family — 
Chrift  the  head,  and  all  the  members  of  his  body, 
the  church.  With  one  undivided  love  his  heart 
is  fet  upon  Chrift  and  them,  and  with  the  fame 
bountiful  hand  he  blefles  him  and  them.  What 
Chrift  is,  they  fhall  be.  In  this  moft  gracious  ref- 
lation he  ftands  to  the  whole  houfhoid  of  faith. 
He  is  their  Father,  who  loves  and  accepts  them, 
pardons,  juftifies,  fanctifies,  and  blcffes  them  with 
all  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleffings  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  this  under  the  crofs.  To 
cleave  to  him  in  love,  as  our  Father,  when  his 
hand  is  lifted  up  to  fmite,  yea  when  we  fmart 
under  his  rod,  then  to  fee  love  in  his  heart  and 
4  love 
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love  guiding  his  hand,  is  faith  very  triumphant. 
We  are  apt  to  look  upon  our  fufferings  as  coming 
from  the  wrath  of  God.  We  think  he  muft  be 
dilpleafed,  or  elfe  he  would  not  delight  to  put 
us  to  pain  :  upon  this  account  we  are  not  recon- 
ciled to  the  crofs,  but  would  (hake  it  off,  if  we 
could.  The  fcripture  gives  us  a  different  view 
of  this  matter,  and  reprefents  God  in  a  more 
amiable  light,  even  in  the  fevereft  chaftifement 
of  his  children-  He  is  their  Father,  and  they 
are  his  fons.  This  relation  cannot  fubfift  with- 
out his  chaftening  them.  He  informs  them  of 
the  neceffity  of  it  ;  he  declares  to  them  his  pur- 
pofe  and  grace  before  the  chaftening,  and  he  af- 
figns  the  motives  and  ends  of  his  proceeding.  He- 
has  always  the  fame  Father's  love,  and  is  always 
dealing  with  them  as  with  fons.  His  crofs  is  one  of 
the  chief  marks  of  it.  He  fends  it  with  a  mef- 
fage  of  love,  and  it  comes  to  them  big  with 
mercies.  When  the  Father  intends  an  abundant 
communication  of  his  love,  he  generally  makes 
way  for  it  by  fome  heavy  crofs,  and  when  he 
would  continue,  or  increafe  his  favors,  he  keeps 
the  crofs  upon  them.  It  is  his  appointed  means 
of  promoting  fellowfhip  with  him  in  the  graces 
and  bleffings  of  his  fatherly  love.  And  it  anfwers 
this  end,  when  it  is  received  by  faith,  and  carried 
by  patience :  for  then  the  believer,  refting  on  the 
fure  foundation  laid  for  him  in  the  holy  life  and 
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death  of  Immanucl,  fees  the  Father  reconciled, 
and  expects  every  promifed  bleffing  from  his 
love.  Whatever  crofs  comes,  he  receives  it  from 
his  Father  in  Jefus.  He  holds  fad  this  truth- 
God  is  my  God — he  loves  me  perfectly  in  his 
Son,  and  therefore  I  lhall  find  fome  proof  of  his 
fatherly  love  in  this  affliction.  But  if  his  faith 
be  weak,  if  he  forget,  or  forfake  for  a  time  his 
foundation,  then  the  crofs  will  become  intolera- 
ble. Murmuring  will  arife.  The  flefh  will  heark- 
en to  unbelief.  Fretfulnefs  will  take  place,  and 
thus  God  will  be  robbed  of  his  glory,  and  the 
believer  of  his  comfort.  It  has  pleafed  God  there- 
fore, in  order  to  ftrengthen  his  children's  faith 
againft  thefe  attacks,  to  give  them  many  plain 
declarations  of  his  invariable  intention  to  do 
them  good  in  all  their  afflictions.  The  Son  is  a 
witnefs  for  him  :  he  was  in  the  bofom  of  the 
Father,  and  knew  all  the  purpofes  of  his  heart. 
He  has  given  us  a  moft  delightful  account  of  the 
Father's  defign  in  afflicting  his  children — "  I  am, 
"  fays  he  to  his  difciples,  the  true  vine,  and  my 
"  Father  is  the  hufbandman  :  every  branch  that 
"  beareth  not  fruit  in  me,  he  taketh  away,  and 
"  every  branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  purgeth 
"  it,  that  it  may  bring  forth  more 
"  fruit."  The  Father  looks  upon  all  his  chil- 
"  dren,  as  one  with  Chrift ;  as  much  united  to 
him,  and  in  him,  as  the  branches  are  in  the  vine, 
therefore  as  a  wife  hufbandman  he  takes  the  fpe- 
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cial  charge  and  care  of  them.  Every  branch  that 
does  not  bear  fruit  in  Chrift — it  is  not  as  we  read 
it,  every  branch  in  me,  but  every  branch  that 
does  not  bear  fruit  in  me — whatever  it  may  feem 
to  be — in  profeffion,  a  branch — in  mew,  a  fruit- 
ful branch,  yet  it  has  no  life ;  it  was  never  cut 
oft"  from  the  old  dead  flock,  nor  grafted  into  me 
the  life-giving  vine.  The  hufbandman  knows 
this  well.  Every  plant  which  my  heavenly 
Father  hath  not  planted,  fliall  be  rooted  up.  He 
does  this  in  an  hour  of  trial.  Then  it  appears, 
that  fuch  branches  were  only  in  appearance 
united  to  the  vine  ;  for  if  he  had  made  them  part 
of  it,  he  would  no  doubt  have  continued  them  in 
it,  but  he  took  them  away  that  they  might  be 
manifeft,  that  they  were  not  one  with  the  vine. 
This  is  a  great  part  of  the  vine-drefler's  bufinefs 
— he  fuffers  no  rotten  branches  upon  his  vine. 
He  goes  over  his  charge  and  attends  to  every 
branch.  If  any  feem  to  men,  or  to  themfelves  to 
be  in  the  vine  :  for  hypocrites  are  great  (elf-de- 
ceivers, and  the  felf-righteous  love  to  be  deceiv- 
ed, and  proud  nature  is  fond  of  growing  into 
Chrift  by  fomething  of  its  own,  the  vine-drefter 
in  due  time  difcovers  their  miftake,  and  jnanifefts 
to  the  world  that  they  were  not  branches  of  his 
grafting  :  for  he  taketh  them  away  :  but  every 
branch,  fays  Chrift,  that  beareth  fruit  by  its 
communion  with  me,  he  purgetb ;  by  his  divine 
huibandry  he  removes  every  thing,  which  would 
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flop  its  growth  and  hinder  its  fruitfulnefs.  The 
branches  of  the  vine  are  fo  weak  that  they  al- 
ways want  a  prop— he  fupports  them.  They 
often  run  very  luxuriant — he  cuts  them  with  his 
pruning  knife.  They  have  many  bad  humors 
and  juices  in  them — thofe  he  corrects.  He  purges 
every  noxious  quality,  and  whatever  is  contrary 
to  the  holy  nature  of  the  heavenly  vine  he  fub- 
dues.  Moft  merciful  is  his  purpofe  herein.  He 
would  have  the  branches  of  his  own  grafting  to 
"be  lively  and  flourifhing — like  the  flock  upon 
which  they  grow.  I  am  the  vine,  fays  Chrift,  ye 
are  the  branches.  God's  hufbandry  is  to  make 
the  branches  like  the  vine;  therefore  he  purgeth 
them,  in  order  that  they  may  bring  forth  much  fruit. 
And  is  this  his  defign  ?  Does  he  afflict  them  en- 
tirely for  their  good  ?  Does  he  fend  every  trial 
and  trouble  to  purge  their  corruptions  and  to 
quicken  their  graces  ?  Has  the  Lord  Jefus  given 
us  fuch  a  pleafing  view  of  his  Father's  love,  af- 
furing  us  that  all  croffes  arc  fent  by  him  to  make 
us  more  lively  and  more  fruitful  ?  Since  this  is 
the  cafe,  what  gn.at  reafon  haft  thou,  O  my  foul, 
to  expect  thefe  blemngs  from  the  crofs  ?  Here  is 
a  promife  for  thy  faith  to  reft  on.  A  promife, 
which  difcovers  the  heart  of  thy  Father,  and  his 
abundant  love  in  afflicting  thee.  He  would  have 
thee  not  only  to  believe  in  his  love,  but  alfo  to 
enjoy  it.  He  'afflicts  thee  ;  but  it  is  in  order  to 
thy  keeping  up  communion  with  him  under  the 
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crofs,  and  he  knows  it  is  the  beft  means  of  keep- 
ing it  up  ond  of  promoting  it.  O  feek  then  by 
faith  for  the  promifed  fruit.  Expe£t  in  patience 
the  rich  harveft.  And  that  thou  mayeft  quietly 
ftibthit  to  the  Father's  will  in  purging  thee,  as  a 
branch,  obferve  how  exactly  the  apoftle  Paul 
agrees  with  his  blefled  Matter— "  Furthermore 
"  we  have  had  fathers  of  our  flefh,  who  correct- 
"  cd  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence,  flialj  we 
tc  not  much  rather  be  in  fubjection  unto  the 
"  Father  of  fpirits,  and  live  ?  For  they  verily 
'*  for  a  few  days  corrected  us,  after  their  own 
"  pleafure  ;  but  he  for  our  profit,  that  we  might 
"  be  partakers  of  his  holiness."  There 
is  a  reverence  due  to  earthly  parents,  and  chil- 
dren are  required  to  fubmit  to  their  correction  j 
although  herein  they  often  confult  their  own  will 
and  pleafure  more  than  their  children's  profit. 
And  is  not  greater  reverence  due  to  the  Father 
of  our  fpirits,  and  fha!l  not  we  fubmit  to  his  cor- 
rections ?  Efpecially  lince  his  defign  in  them  is 
to  promote  the  greateft  dignity  and  higheft  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  children,  even  to  make  them  par- 
takers of  his  holinefs  :  For  to  partake  is  not  only 
to  give  them  a  title  to,  but  alfo  to  give  them 
polTeffion  of,  to  communicate,  to  have  fellowfhip 
with  him,  to  fhare  with  him,  in  his  holinefs.  Ho- 
linefs is  the  Father's  image  in  his  children,  by 
which  he  makes  theni  like  him,  and  capable  of 
enjoying  him.    He  chofe  them  in  Chrift  before 
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the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  they  mould  be 
holy.  He  chofe  them  in  Chrift,  and  made  Chrift 
their  fancrification.  In  him  they  partake,  as 
branches  in  the  vine,  of  his  holy  nature.  They 
are  one  with  him  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holi- 
nefs.  He  is  the  divine  root,  from  which  all  the 
branches  by  the  influence  of  the  holy  Spirit  de- 
rive their  nourilhment  and  growth.  From  him 
is  their  fruit  found.  And  the  heavenly  hufband- 
man  purpofing  to'  make  the  branches  very  fruit- 
ful, has  provided  effectual  means.  Among  which 
the  chief  is  his  fatherly  correction.  This  he  fends 
to  all  his  children,  and  in  the  tendereft  love.  He 
would  have  them  to  bring  forth  much  fruit,  that 
herein  he  may  be  glorified — holy  fruit,  produced 
by  his  care  and  culture,  and  ripened  by  daily 
communications  of  his  grace.  Therefore  he  ap- 
points many  heavy  trials  and  croffes,  by  which 
he  defigns  to  bring  them  not  only  to  believe  in 
his  love,  but  alfo  to  a  growing  enjoyment  of  it. 
He  would  communicate  to  them  an  increafe  of 
its  bleffings.  He  would  have  them  nearer  to 
himfelf  and  more  like  to  himfelf — Holy  as  he  is 
holy — not  in  degree,  but  in  likenefs.  He  would 
teach  them  more  fubmillion  to  his  will,  for 
which  he  wifely  and  mercifully  fuits  the  crofs. 
He  would  improve  their  love  to  him,  which  he 
does  by  manifefting  his  to  them :  therefore  he 
fends  his  crofs  to  deaden  their  hearts  to  other 
Jove,  that  he  may  give  them  a  happier  fenfe  of 
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his.  And  his  children  have  found  fuffering 
times  blcffcd  times.  They  never  had  fueh  near- 
nefs  to  their  Father,  fuch  holy  freedom  with 
him,  and  fuch  heavenly  refreihments  from  him, 
as  under  the  crofs.  It  only  took  away  what  ftopt 
the  increafe  of  this  happinefs,  which  thereby  was 
made  more  fpiritual  and  exalted.  The  crofs 
thus  fan&ified  is  the  greateft  bleffing  on  this  fide 
of  heaven.  Becaufe  by  it  the  Father  keeps  his 
children  in  the  clofeft  communion,  that  they 
have  with  him  upon  earth  ;  by  it  he  purges 
them,  makes  them  fruitful,  and  partakers  of  his 
holinefs  ;  by  it  he  crucifies  the  life  of  fenfe, 
deadens  them  to  the  world,  mortifies  their  lufts 
and  paffions,  and  by  it  as  the  outward  man  pe- 
rifheth  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day. 
Moft  blelTed  renewal !  Daily  the  Father  com- 
municates, and  by  means  of  the  crofs,  new  life, 
new  ftrength,  and  new  comfort  to  the  inward 
man.  By  the  right  fpirit  renewed  within  him 
he  learns  the  neceflity  of  the  daily  crofs— he  fees 
the  merciful  appointment  of  it  to  teach  refigna- 
tion  to  the  Father's  holy  will,  to  work  a  confor- 
mity to  the  firft-born  among  many  brethren  both 
in  fuffering- and  by  fuffering,  to  bring  in  fenfible 
experience  of  the  Father's  fupport  and  comfort. 
What  bleffings  are  thefe  ?  how  great  !  how  pre- 
cious !  To  be  branches  in  the  vine,  and  to  have 
the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the  hufband- 
man,  who  grafts  them  into  him— O  what  an  in- 
1  finite 
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finite  mercy  is  this  !  and  to  be  under  his  fpecial 
care,  faithfully  watched  over  in  order  to  remove 
every  thing  hurtful,  and  to  beftow  every  thing 
ufeful,  this  love  pafleth  underftanding :  And  to 
have  this  love  to  feaft  upon  in  the  abfence  of 
other  comforts,  to  have  them  taken  away  only 
to  make  room  for  this,  to  enjoy  this  moft  plenti- 
fully, even  under  troubles  and  afflictions,  and  to 
be  only  purged  by  them  in  order  to  bring  forth 
much  fruit ;  thefe  are  triumphs  of  divine  love. 
O  my  God  and  Father,  I  confefs  and  deplore  my 
frequent  miftaking  thy  dealings  with  me,  I  did 
not  fee  they  were  all  in  love.  Through  mine  ig- 
norance and  fclf-will  I  thought  thy  crofs  was  a 
punifhment,  and  I  ufed  wickedly  to  defpife  the 
chaftcning  of  the  Lord.  Pardon  thy  fervant 
Concerning  this  thing.  Forgive  mine  oppofition 
to  thy  crofs,  and  fubdue  mine  impatient  defire 
to  fhake  it  off.  Holy  Father,  mortify  my  will, 
and  make  it  bow  to  thine.  Thy  will  be  done  in 
me,  and  by  me.  Purge  me,  and  make  me  fruit- 
ful under  the  crofs.  Chaften  me,  that  I  may  be 
a  partaker  of  thy  holinefs.  I  blefs  thee,  O  my 
God,  for  the  defire  which  I  have  to  keep  up  com- 
munion with  thee  in  my  fufFerings :  I  believe 
thou  art  my  perfectly  reconciled  Father  in  Jefus, 
and  therefore  trufling  to  thy  love  in  him,  I  would 
take  up  thy  crofs  and  expect:  under  it  thy  cove- 
nant blcffings.  Yes,  Lord.  This  is  of  grace. 
Th'ine  be  the  praife  for  flawing  me'  the  need  of 
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fuffering,  and  of  renewing  me  by  it  in  the  in- 
ward man  to  a  conformity  to  thy  holy  will.  I 
now  fee  thy  love  herein.  It  is  as  much  love  to 
crucify  the  outward  man  as  to  renew  the  inward 
man.  I  believe  it  in  my  judgment ;  O  WeTed 
God,  let  me  experience  it  in  my  heart  and  walk. 
Order  all  my  crofles,  that  they  may  work  toge- 
ther under  thee  for  thy  glory  and  for  my  good  : 
And  if  afflictions  abound,  let  confolations  abound, 
alfo.  I  have  thy  promife,  and  I  rely  upon  it. 
Let  it  be  fulfilled  unto  thy  fervant  for  thy  dear 
Son's  fake.    Amen,  and  Amen. 

This  blefled  communion  with  the  Father  and 
the  Son,  which  the  fanctified  ufe  of  the  crofs  is 
made  the  means  of  promoting,  is  maintained  by 
the  holy  Spirit:  He  is  a  perfon  in  the  Godhead  co- 
rqual  and  co-cternal  with  the  Father  and  with 
the  Son.  It  is  his  office  to  apply  and  to  make 
effectual  all  covenant  bleihngs.  Faith  in  the 
Son,  and  thro'  him  love  to  the  Father,  are  from 
his  influence.  He  is  the  Lord  and  giver  of  all 
Spiritual  life,  and  of  every  fpiritual  enjoyment : 
For  fo  the  .apoftle  teaches  in  his  prayer  for  the 
Comnthians—The  grace.of  our  Lord  Jefus- Chrilt, 
and  the  love  of  God  the  Father;,  and  the  eornmuT 
nion  of  the  holy  Ghoft  be  with  you  all.  This  com- 
munion of  the  Holy  Ghoft  cortfifted  in  partaking 
by  his  means  with  the  Lord  Jefus  Ch rift  in  his 
grace,  and  with  the  Father  in  his  love.  The 
holy  Ghoft  made  the  application^  He  quicken- 
ed the  foul,  and  infpired  the  breath  of  life  into 
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it,  and  on  him  it  depends  for  every  fpiritual  act, 
as  much  as  the  life  of  the  body  does  on  its 
breathing.  Whoever  ftedfaftly  believes  in  Jefus 
under  the  crofs,  and  experiences  under  it  the 
Father's  love,  has  this  fellowlhip  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son  by  the  operation  of  the  holy 
Spirit :  Therefore  that  fweet  grace,  which  bears 
up  with  faith  in  Jefus,  and  with  patience  under 
the  Father's  rod,  is  faid  to  be  from  him — "  The 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  long-fuffering" — He  enables 
the  foul  to  wait  quietly.  And  if  the  time  be 
long  and  the  fuffering  hard,  he  gives  long  pa- 
tience. He  does  not  take  away  the  fenfe  of 
pain,  but  he  beftows  ftrength  to  bear  it,  and  by 
it  he  produces  a  plentiful  harveft  of  graces  and 
bleffings.  Thus  he  teaches  us  himfelf— "  Now 
"  no  chaftcning  for  the  prefent  feemeth  to  be 
"  joyous,  but  grievous :  neverthelefs  afterward 
"  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteouf- 
"  nefs,  unto  them  who  are  exercifed  thereby" 
— Thefe  are  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit :  They  are 
all  of  his  producing.  And  they  are  fruits  of 
righteoufnefs,  which  none  can  produce  but 
thofe,  who  are  one  with  Chrift;  and  in  him 
righteous  before  God.  Although  fenfe  cannot 
perceive,  how  they  fliould  grow  or  ripen  upon 
the  crofs  of  Chrift,  yet  faith  can.  The  promife 
is  fure.  And  waiting  faith,  exercifed  with  fuf- 
fering, finds  many  promifed  fruits.  O  my  foul, 
confider  this  precious  fcripture,  and  with  clofe 
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attention.  Study  it.  Treafure  it  up  in  thy  heart. 
It  contains  a  rich  cordial  for  the  afflicted.  Ob- 
ferve  there  is  love  in  fending  the  crofs,  love  to 
be  manifefted  by  it,  and  heavenly  fruits  of  love 
to  grow  upon  it.  Why  then  is  fullering  fo  hard? 
Why  art  thou  fo  little  profited  by  it  ?  Is  it  not 
generally  barren,  becaufe  thou  art  not  looking 
to  the  word  of  promife,  and  depending  upon  the 
holy  Spirit  to  give  thee  the  promifed  fruit  ?  Aflc 
thyfelf  therefore,  efpecially  in  the  hour  of  fuffer- 
ing — Am  I  now  expecting  the  communion  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  that  by  his  grace  I  may  partake 
with  the  Son  in  his  falvation,  and  with  the  Fa- 
ther in  his  love?  Is  this  my  pre  fen  t  experience? 
There  is  no  bearing  the  crofs  without  it.  Art 
thou  then,  O  my  foul,  trulling  to  him  for  this 
happy  fellowlhip,  and  hoping  that  as  thou  art  a 
branch  in  the  vine,  and  the  hufbandman  is  now 
purging  thee,  thou  mayeft  bring  forth  much 
fruit  ?  And  obferve,  what  kind  of  fruit  it  is. 
All  the  effects  of  being  in  union  with  Chrift, 
and  of  having  communion  with  him  are  called 
fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  Chrift  is  the  vine.  The 
branch  muft  be  one  with  him  before  it  can  live 
and  grow— one  with  him  in  his  life  and  death — 
a  partaker  of  his  divine  righteoufnefs— and  then 
the  branch  abiding  in  him  by  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  be  made  fruitful  in  love,  joy, 
peace,  long-fuffcring,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith, 
meeknefs,  temperance :  For  the  fruit  of  the 
Voi.  IU  F  Spirit 
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Spirit  is  in  all  goodnefs,  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
truth.  He  brings  forth  all  the  fruit,  that  is  to 
the  glory  of  God— And  it  is  all  peaceable  fruit : 
for  it  is  produced  by  him  in  confequence  of  co- 
venant-love, by  which  the  Father  is  revealed  as 
the  God  of  peace,  and  the  Son  as  the  great  peace- 
maker, and  when  the  holy  Spirit  enables,  the 
poor  finncr  to  believe  this,  then  he  gives  him. 
joy  and  peace  in  believing— being  juftified  by! 
faith  he  has  peace  with  God  through  Jefus  Chrift. 
The  crofs  foon  comes  after  this — not  to  deftroy, 
but  to  try  this  faith— not  to  take  away,  but  to 
confirm  this  peace— it  is  fent  to  give  proof  of  the 
foundnefs  of  faith,  and  tomanifeft  the  fweetnefs 
of  divine. love  :  for  it  comes  from  the  God  of 
peace,  and  all  the  fruits  which  he  intends  to 
produce  by  it  are  peaceable,  fuch  as  fhould  in- 
crcafe  the  happy  fenfe  of  peace  in  the  minds  of 
his  children.  And  for  this  purpofe  the  holy 
Spirit  abides  with  them.  He  has  revealed  the. 
Father's  love  in  fcripture,  and  he  is  a  faithful 
witnefs  of  it  to  their  hearts.  He  fheds  it  abroad 
and  fatislies  them  of  it.  Yea  he  gives  them  fen- 
lible  experience  and  enjoyment  of  it  under  the 
crofs.  This  produces  a  quiet  fubmimon  to  his. 
will,  r.nd  an  humble  depender.ee  upon  his 
power:  Which  are  manifefted  by  waiting  upon. 
God  in  all  ways  and  means  for  the  grace  pro- 
rnifed  io  his  afflicted  children.  The  crofs  re- 
quires great  grace,  and  therefore  calls  forth  much 

prayer. 
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pravcr.  Suffering  times  are  praying  times. 
The  crofs  brings  finners  upon  their  knees— Ma- 
halfeh  in  affliction  entreated  the  Lord— So  did  Paul 
— Behold,  he  prayeth.  It  keeps  believers  upon 
their  knees,  as  the  prophet  witneffes — "  Lord-, 
"  in  trouble  have  they  vifited  thee,  they  poured 
"  out  a  prayer  when  thy  chaffening  was  upon 
"  them."  The  Lord  himfelf  declares  the  fame 
— "  I  will  go  and  return  to  my  place,  till  they 
"  acknowledge  their  offence,  and  feek  my  face  ; 
"  in  their  affliction  they  will  feek  me  early." 
Accordingly  they  did  feek  him—"  Come,  fay 
"  they,  and  let  us  return  unto  the  Lord  :  for 
"  he  hath  torn  and  he  will  heal  us,  he  hath 
"  fmitten,  and  he  will  bind  us  up."  O  bleffed 
fruit  of  affliction  !  when  fanctified  by  the  Spirit 
it  teaches  the  children  of  God  to  pray  fervently, 
and  to  continue  inflant  in  prayer  :  It  difcovers 
the  weaknefs  of  the  flefli,  and  the  rebellion  of 
the  will,  and  (hews  the  neceffity  of  drawing  near 
to  God  for  flrength  and  patience.  It  keeps  the 
mind  in  a  praying  frame,  expecting  by  the  gnxe 
of  the  Spirit  communion  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  The  crofs  makes  this  communion  necef- 
fary.  It  cannot  be  endured  without  a  belief  of 
the  Father's  love  in  Jefus,  and  therefore  the 
Spirit  of  prayer  keeps  this  belief  in  excrcife,  and 
enables  the  foul  to  plead  the  promife  of  flrength 
to  endure  patiently,  and  to  bring  forth  much 
fruit.  The  promife  cannot  fail.  They  who  truft 
F2  in 
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in  it  cannot  be  difappointed  ;  but  (hall  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need.  As  prayer  is  thus  ne- 
ceifary,  fo  the  holy  Spirit  generally  makes  it 
fweet  under  the  crofs.  Is  any  affiicled  among 
you  ?  Let  him  pray.  Prayer  is  the  appointed 
means  of  his  comfort.  If  affliction  fend  him  to 
God,  God  will  meet  him,  and  make  him  joy- 
ful in  his  houfe  of  prayer.  How  encouraging 
are  thefe  words  ? — "  Draw  nigh  to  God,  and  he 
*£  will  draw  nigh  to  you."  In  every  cafe  of 
diftrefs,  draw  nigh  in  faith  to  God  :  He  is  a  very 
prefent  help.  Seek  his  face,  and  you  will  find 
him  near  unto  you  :  For  the  Lord  is  nigh  unto 
all  that  call  upon  him,  nigh  to  hear,  to  anfwer, 
and  to  comfort.  Thus  his  promife  runs — "  Then 
"  fhalt  thou  call,  and  the  Lord  lhall  anfwer, 
"  thou  (halt  cry,  and  he  fhall  fay,  Here  I  am" 
— AVhat  is  your  burden  ?  I  am  prefent  to  give 
ftrength  to  bear  it.  What  is  your  grief?  Here 
are  my  comforts — Do  your  tribulations  abound  ? 
Here  are  my  confolations  abounding  alfo.  Here 
I  am — Afk  what  you  will  believing,  and  it  fhall 
be  done  unto  you.  O  what  times  of  refrefliing 
are  thefe  ?  The  holy  Ghoft  fenfibly  comforts  the 
afflicted.  When  they  draw  nigh  to  God,  he  is 
prefent  to  make  their  hearts  joyful.  He  difpels 
their  darkncfs  with  the  light  of  his  countenance, 
and  turns  their  mourning  into  joy.  And  thus 
they  have  not  only  communion  with  God  in 
prayer,  but  alfo  fuch  communications  of  his 
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heavenly  love,  that  they  can  often  fay,  It  is 
good  for  us  that  we  have  been  in  trouble. 

In  times  of  trouble  the  word  alfo  is  generally 
fvveet.  All  people  in  diftrefs  look  out  for  fome 
comfort :  And  the  holy  Spirit  dire-cls  believers 
to  the  fcriptures.  "  Whatfoever  things  were 
•*  written  aforetime,  were  written  for  our  learn- 
"  ing,  that  we  through  patience  and  comfort 
"  of  the  fcriptures  might  have  hope."  The  af- 
<c  flicted  feel  their  want  of  patience  and  comfort, 
"  which  puts  them  upon  careful  hearing  and 
reading  of  the  good  word  of  God.  They  want 
to  know  what  it  fays  of  their  cafe,  and  when 
they  meet  a  fuitable  promife,  then  they  have  a 
ground  of  hope.  Their  prefent  trials  require 
them  to  feek  for  fomething  more  than  the  truth 
of  the  promife.  This  being  credited,  they  there- 
fore expect,  the  promifed  bleffing.  When  the 
famine  was  in  Canaan,  Jacob  and  his  family 
could  not  have  been  kept  alive  by  believing 
there  was  corn  in  Egypt :  They  muft  either  fetch 
it  or  die.  Trouble  calls  for  the  experience  of 
the  promifed  bleffings,  and  when  they  are  re- 
ceived at  fuch  a  time  they  are  fvveet  indeed. 
They  feel,  as  eafe  does  after  pain.  When  the 
holy  Spirit  applies  the  comfort,  the  promife,  by 
which  he  applies  it,  is  precious.  It  is  like  a  re- 
viving cordial  to  a  fainting  heart.  O  how  fweet 
are  thy  words  unto  my  tafte,  yea  fweeter  than 
honey  unto  my  mouth.    Honey  is  fweet :  But 

the 
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the  word  is  fwceter.  When  through  patience 
and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures  the  afniftcd  be- 
liever enjoys  the  good  of  the  promife,  then  he 
can  fay— Now  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judge- 
ments are  right,  and  that  thou  in  faithfulnefs 
haft  afflicted  me :  Let,  I  pray  thee,  thy  merci- 
ful kindnefs  be  for  my  comfort  according  to  thy 
Word  unto  thy  fervant. 

Sweet  is  the  comfort  which  the  afflicted  re- 
peive  from  God  the  Comforter  under  the  crofs : 
not  only  in  fuffering,  but  alfo  after  it.  After- 
ward alfo  "  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruit  of 
"  righteoufnefs."  He,  who  carries  the  crofs  of 
Chrift  does  not  labor  in  vain,  and  fpend  his 
ftrength  for  nought  :  but  he  is  bearing  forth 
good  feed.  Ifhcfow  it  in  tears,  yet  he  (hall 
reap  in  joy.  The  Lord  looks  at  the  fruit,  and 
intends  to  bring  forth  much  of  it  by  the  crofs  : 
We  are  apt  to  look  at  the  fuffering,  and  to  for- 
get the  fruit.  He  has  the  end  in  view  in  the 
ufe  of  all  means ;  and  the  holy  Spirit  has  revealed 
this  clearly,  that  we  might  depend  upon  him  for 
receiving  the  proper  fruit  of  affliction.  The 
Lord  fays,  he  led  his  people  through  the  great 
and  terrible  wildernefs,  wherein  were  fiery  flying 
ferpents  and  fcorpions,  and  drought  ;  that  he 
might  humble  them,  and  that  he  might  prove 
them,  to  do  them  good  at  the  latter  end. 
He  intended  to  do  them  good.  This  was  firft 
in  his  heart.    Then  the  way  in  which  he  would 
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do  it:  he  would  lead  them  through  many  afflic- 
tions: by  which  they  fhould  find  at  the  latter  end; 
how  good  God  was  to  them.  The  promife  of 
this  was  their  encouragement  to  bear  the  crofs,-. 
till  they  reaped  the  fruit.  In  like  manner  the 
Lord  fays  to  the  afflicted  Jews — "  I  know  the 
"  thoughts  that  I  think  towards  you,  faith  the 
"  Lord,  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  to 
"  give  you  an  expected  end"— -fuch  an  end 
as  you  would  wifh,  and  having  my  promife,  fuch 
as  you  may  fafely  hope  for — my  thoughts  indeed 
are  not  as  your  thoughts — you  think  I  have  caft 
you  off,  and  that  your  prefent  crofs  is  to  crufll 
you — no,  I  mean  to  do  you  good  by  it— and  fo 
the  end  will  prove — wait  a  little  in  faith,  and  all 
will  come  to  an  happy  iflue. 

Are  thefe  fcriptures  the  truth  of  God  ?  Has 
the  eternal  Spirit  promifed  in  them,  that  although 
the  bearing  of  the  crofs  be  very  painful,  yet  it 
is  very  profitable  ?  Will  he  afterwards  caufe 
them  to  bring  forth  much  fruit,  who  have  been 
exercifed  with  it?  Art  thou  then  waiting,  O 
my  foul,  under  all  thy  troubles  for  the  promifed 
end  ?  Doft  thou  expect  it,  and  in  patience  tarry 
the  Lord's  leifure.  Canft  thou  look  back,  and 
fee  how  merciful  the  dealings  of  thy  God  have 
been— how  gracious  his  rod- — how  loving  his 
correction  ?  Canft  thou  look  forward  under  every 
crofs,  perfuaded,  that  God  will  do  thee  good  at 
the  latter  end?  That  he  will  caufe  many  peace- 
able 
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able  fruits  to  grow  upon  this  feemingly  barren 
tree  ?  Yea,  that  thefe  light  afflictions,  which  are 
but  for  a  moment,  (hall  work  for  thee  an  eternal 
weight  of  glory,  far  more  excellent  than  can  be 
conceived?  O  God  the  holy  Ghoft,  I  do  believe 
it :  I  would  not  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  promife 
in  thy  word,  nor  of  the  truth  of  thy  grace  in  my 
heart :  I  therefore  befeech  thee,  O  thou  Spirit 
Jehovah,  to  enable  me  to  keep  up  communion 
with  thee  in  all  my  trials,  that  I  may  bring  forth 
thofe  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  Thou 
art  the  giver  of  every  grace.  I  acknowledge 
thee  to  be  the  author  of  my  fpiritual  life  :  I  was 
dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins,  and  thou  haft  quick- 
ened me.  It  is  of  thy  mere  gift  that  I  have  any 
faith,  and  that  upon  the  trial  it  was  found  to  be 
true  faith  :  I  blefs  thee  for  this  grace,  and  humbly 
pray  for  the  continuance  and  for  the  increafe 
cf  it.  Meet  me  in  the  ufe  of  all  means,  and 
enable  me  to  grow  in  faith,  rooted  and  grounded 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  that  I  may  alfo  grow  in  love  to 
his  Father  and  to  my  Father.  O  thou  divine 
reveal er  of  his  heavenly  love,  Shed  it  abroad  more 
abundantly  in  my  heart,  that  I  may  learn  more 
resignation  to  his  will,  more  fubjection  to  his 
authority,  and  more  fubmiflion  to  his  rod.  I 
acknowledge  thee,  O  holy  making  Spirit  to  be 
the  teacher  of  patience,  and  what  I  have  learnt 
was  thy  revelation.  It  was  in  thy  Strength  that 
I  was  enabled  to  go  on  with  any  quietnefs  bear- 
ing 
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ing  my  crofs.  Thy  grace  made  me  willing,  and 
nothing  elfe  can  keep  me  willing,  to  have  the 
fkfh  crucified  with  its  affections  and  lufts.  O 
God  put  forth  thine  almighty  power,  and  enable 
me  to  part  with  every  thing,  which  would  hin- 
der my  fellowfhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son. 
I  defire  fo  to  walk  this  day,  as  to  have  growing 
fellowfhip  with  the  eternal  Three,  and  I  defire 
it  through  thine  influence.  O  God  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  carry  on  thy  work.  Exalt  and  purify  my 
faith  and  patience,  and  every  grace  :  if  it  be  thy 
will  to  do  this  under  the  crofs,  O  make  me 
willing  and  able  to  bear  it.  Let  every  crofs 
bring  forth  richer  and  riper  fruit,  until  thou 
give  me  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  harveft 
of  glory.  I  afk  this  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  and  I 
expect  an  anfwer  of  grace  through  the  Father's 
love  in  him,  to  whom  with  thee,  O  bleffed 
Spirit,  three  perfons  in  one  Godhead  be  equal 
glory,  worlhip,  and  praife,  now,  and  for  evei*. 
Amen. 

Meditate,  O  my  foul,  with  ferioufnefs  upon 
this  great  fubject.  Study  the  fcripture  account 
of  the  crofs.  The  knowledge  of  it  enters  into 
the  very  eflence  of  the  peace  and  comfort  of 
thy  walk.  Thou  canft  not  run  away  from  the 
crofs  :  thou  canft  not  caft  it  off :  remember,  if 
thou  wilt  be  Chrift's  difciple,  thou  muft  take  it 
up  daily  and  follow  him.  If  it  be  very  heavy 
and  very  grievous,  yet  it  will  not  hinder  thee 
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from  following  him.  He  carried  the  heavietl 
part  for  thee— he  endured  the  curfe  and  punifh- 
ment  due  to  thy  fins— he  left  no  wrath  for  thee 
to  fuffer — Blefled  be  his  Jove,  the  crofs  has  no 
curfe  in  it  now — thy  fuffe rings  are  all  fent  from 
love — and  his  love  will  help  thee  to  bear  them 
and  to  profit  by  them  :  for  he  has  promifed  to 
blefs  and  fanftify  them  to  his  people.  And  he 
makes  them  a  bleffing  indeed.  Never  on  this 
fide  of  heaven  does  he  give  them  fuch  near  and 
happy  communion  with  himfelf  as  under  the 
crofs.  O  read  then,  and  ftudy  what  is  revealed 
in  fcripture  concerning  it.  Go  over  it  again 
and  again.  Learn  well,  and  inwardly  digeft  the 
doctrine  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift — the  neceflity— i 
the  benefit — the  bleiTings  of  it.  jVieditate  and 
feed  upon  the  fweet  promifes  relating  to  it :  mix 
faith  with  them,  that  they  may  nourifh  and 
ftrengthen  thee  in  time  of  need.  But  never  for- 
get, that  thy  crofs,  be  it  what  it  will,  is  ap- 
pointed for  thee  in  covenant  love,  it  is  the  por- 
tion allotted  thee  .by  thy  heavenly  Father — 
decreed  in  weight  and  meafure,  to  an  atom — 
thou  fhalt  not  bear  it  one  moment  longer,  thai) 
he  has  determined — and  many  precious  fruits  it 
ihall  produce.  Thou  wilt  find  fuffering  times 
growing  times— growth  in  faith  and  patience,  in 
mortification  to  fin,  and  in  fellowfhip  with  the 
ever  blefled  Trinity.  The  author  of  thy  faith 
puts  it  to  the  trial :  it  comes  out  of  the  lion's 
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den  unhurt :  it  comes  out  of  the  fiery  furnace 
refined.  God  is  glorified  hereby,  and  thou  art 
ftrengthened.  He  fends  the  crofs  to  teach  thee 
patience,  and  he  continues  it  for  the  exercife 
and  for  the  improvement  of  the  fame  grace. 
He  intends  by  his  chaftening  to  crucify  the  flefli, 
and  to  mortify  thy  members  which  are  upon  the 
earth.  In  love  he  takes  away  fenfual,  that  he 
may  give  thee  fpiritual  joys.  He  does  not  hate 
thee,  but  love  guides  every  ftroke  of  his  chaften- 
ing. He  is  only  weakening  thine  attachment  to 
earthly  things,  that  he  may  increafe  thy  com- 
munion with  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit.  O  what 
blel'iings  arc  thefe  !  Meditate,  O  my  foul,  much 
and  often  upon  them.  Pray  for  the  experience 
of  them  in  time  of  need  :  and  be  affured  with  all 
thefe  helps,  the  crofs  will  be  exercife  hard 
enough  for  thy  patience.  Thou  canft  carry  it 
only  in  the  ftrength  of  almighty  grace.  May  the 
Lord  ftrengthen  thee  from  day  to  day  to  run  the 
race  fct  before  thee,  till  thou  win  the  prize  of  the 
high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 

The  believer  exercifed  with  the  inward  crofs  learns 
to  walk  more  humbly  with  his  God. 

The  outward  crofs  is  not  alwavs  a  burden 
alike  heavy.  God  gives  his  children  a  little  re- 
fpite.  After  they  have  been  long  tried  he  fome- 
times  removes  their  trouble,  and  gives  them  eafe 
and  outward  profperity.  Their  fun  arifcs  as  it 
does  in  nature.  After  many  cold  and  dark  days 
a  fine  feafon  comes — finer  for  coming  after  them. 
The  Iky  grows  clear  and  ferene,  the  air  is  foft 
and  refrefhing,  the  fun  fhines  with  warm  and 
enlivening  rays.  Every  thing  looks  pleafant, 
and  fmiles  around  you.  So  it  is  in  the  kingdom 
of  grace.  The  believer  may  not  be  always  in 
heavinefs  through  manifold  afflictions.  He  has 
his  times  of  refrefhing  from  the  prefcnce  of  the. 
Lord.  He  profpers  and  is  in  health.  The 
bleffing  of  God  is  upon  his  fubftance.  Every 
thing  that  he  takes  in  hand  fucceeds.  He  is 
happy  in  his  circumftances,  and  happy  in  his 
family.  He  fees  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  thefe 
mercies,  and  he  is  thankful.  But  if  the  heavenly 
Father  fometimes  indulge  his  children  with  the 
removal  of  the  outward  crofs,  yet  he  never  does 
with  the  inward.    They  carry  it  all  their  days, 

and 
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and  an  heavy  burden  it  is.  So  long  as  they  are  in 
the  body,  while  they  are  in  this  tabernacle,  they 
do  groan  being  burdened  :  for 

The  inward  cross  is  the  fault  and  corrup- 
tion of  finful  nature,  which  doth  remain  in  the. 
regenerate,  and  is  their  continual  grief  and 
plague :  becaufe  it  is  always  oppofing  their  holy 
and  happy  walk  with  God.  It  is  called  in  fcrip* 
ture 

The  flesh,  the  whole  man  being  carnal,  and 
full  of  lulling  againft  the  Spirit. 

The  old  man,  being  the  flrft  in  us,  before 
the  new  man  is  created  by  the  Spirit  of  regene- 
ration. 

A  body  of  sin,  made  up  completely  of  mem» 
bers  and  appetites,  in  which  there  is  not  only  an 
abfcnce  of  all  good,  but  alfo  a  propenfity  to  all 
evil,  infomuch  that  nothing  can  move  or  ftir  in 
this  body,  but  what  is  finful. 

The  law  of  sin,  becaufe  fin  rules  and  go- 
verns the  natural  man. 

Indwelling  sin,  becaufe  it  dwells  in  the 
whole  man,  both  in  foul  and  body. 

Concupiscence,  or  lust,  which  the  apoftle 
fays,  he  mould  not  have  known  to  be  fin,  unlefs 
the  law  had  faid — Thou  (halt  not  covet  or  luft. 

This  fallen  nature  is  alfo  faid  to  be  corrupt  ac- 
cording to  the  deceitful  lulls,  to  be  contrary  to  the 
Spirit,  to  rebel  againft  the  law  of  God,  and  not 
to  be  fubject  to  it,  neither  indeed  can  be.  "  This 

w  corruption 
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"  corruption  of  nature  doth  remain,  according 
"  to  our  reformers,  Art.  9.  Yea  in  them  that 
"  are  regenerated,  whereby  the  lull  of  the  flefh, 
t  called  in  Greek,  fronecma  farkos,  which  fome 
<c  do  expound  the  wifdom,  fome  fenfuality,  fome 
"  the  affection,  fome  the  delire  of  the  flefh,  is 
"  not  fubje£l  to  the  law  of  God :  and  although 
"  there  is  no  condemnation  for  them,  that  be- 
"  lieve  and  are  baptifed,  yet  the  apoftle  doth 
"  confefs  that  concupifcence  arid  luft  hath  of  it- 
"  felf  the  nature  of  fin.  Arid  in  the  15th  Art; 
%  of  Chrijl  alone  without  fin,  they  fay,  that  all 
"  wc  the  reft,  although  baptifed  and  born  again- 
"  in  Chrift,  yet  offend  in  many  things,  and  if  we 
V  fay,  we -have  no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves  and 
"  the  truth  is  not  in  us." 

The  compilers  of  our  articles  were  holy  men* 
and  taught  of  God.  They  fpake  his  mind  and 
will  according  to  the  oracles  of  truth.  And  it 
will  be  a  great  comfort  to  a  poor  foldier,  wearied 
with  fighting  againft  tho.fe  lufts,  which  war 
againft  the  foul,  to  find  that  the  beft  Chrittians 
in  every  age  have  been  engaged  in  the  fame  holy 
war.  This  will  mightily  encourage  him  to  take 
to  him  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  he  may  be 
able  to  withftand  in  the  evil  day,  and  having 
done  all  to  ltand. 

Altcnd  then,  O  my  foul,  to  the  law  and  to  the 
U-liimony.  Pray  for  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  re-, 
vekttion.    Delire  grace  to  fubmit  to  the  truth  of 

God, 
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God,  ftsat  whatever  be  teaches  plainly  and  ex- 
prefly  in  his  word,  thou  maveit  believe  it,  and 
abide  by  it.  Read  and  pray,  till  thou  art  fatis- 
fied,  and  the  conviction  of  thy  mind  influence 
thy  heart  and  walk..  Art  thou  to  carry  the  in-< 
ward  crofs  all  the  way  to  heaven  ?  Is  there  no 
difcharge  in  this  war?— No  truce  to  be  made, 
not  even  a  ceffation  of  arms  ?  But  art  thou  to  be 
fighting  on  the  good  fight  of  faith,  till  the  cap- 
tain of  thy  falvation  take  thee  out  of  the  field  of 
battle  ?  O  hard  fervice  !  To  be  night  and  day — 
at  home  and  abroad— in  the  clofet  and  in  the 
church— at  hearing  the  word  and  meditating 
upon  it — failing  and  praying — at  the  {hop  and  at 
the  exchange — every  where  and  at  all  times 
forced  to  be  in  arms  againft  the  aflaults  of  in- 
dwelling fin  ;  this  is  a  warfare  terrible  indeed  to 
fleih  and  blood.  The  length  of  it — never  ended 
fo  long  as  breath  is  in  the  body.  The  pain fiif- 
nefs  of  it— confifting  in  being  at  war  with  a  man's, 
felf;  and  in  refitting  his  bofom  fins  and  ftiongeft 
appetites— What  difcouragemenfs  are  thefe,  from 
entering  into,  and  from  continuing  in  this  batik-? 
Why  fliould  it  be  w>\!dered  then,  that  fome  pu-- 
fons,  who  only  follow  the  camp,  and  are  not  of 
it,  fliould  repent,  when  they  fee  this  war  and  re- 
turn to  Egypt  ?  Or  that  others,  pretending  to  be 
on  Chrift's  fide,  but  never  one  with  him,  fliould 
dream  of  fliaking  off  this  crofs,  and  of  fitting 
down  here  in  a  land  of  perfect  peace  ?  This  is 
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the  coward's  paradife.  They  want  to  reft  quiet 
on  this  fide  of  Jordan,  and  would  not  go  over 
with  Jefus  to  fight  for  the  promifed  land.  O 
dear  Saviour,  keep  thy  noble  army  from  this  de- 
lufion  of  Satan :  So  long  as  they  are  in  the  body 
of  fin  and  death,  make  them  good  foldiers  of 
Chrift  Jefus,  refifting  unto  blood  ftriving  againft 
fin.  For  fo  long  muft  we  be  in  this  hot  battle. 
It  is  decreed  by  the  fovereign  will  of  God — and 
he  is  always  of  one  mind.  He  has  revealed  it 
in  his  word  of  truth,  that  the  corruption  of  na- 
ture doth  remain  in  his  regenerate  children,  they 
have  an  old  man  and  a  new,  they  have  flefh  and 
fpirit,  they  have  nature  and  grace,  and  he  has 
defcribed  the  combat,  which  is  to  laft  through 
life  between  thefe  two.  The  beloved  apoftle 
bears  a  clear  teftimony.  He  is  fpeaking  of  thofe 
whom  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  cleanfeth  from 
all  fin,  and  who  had  fellowftiip  with  the  Father 
and  with  the  Son,  and  who  proved  the  truth  of 
this  by  their  walking  in  the  light :  He  puts  him- 
felf  among  them  :  and  declares—"  If  we  fay,  that 
"  we  have  no  fin  now,  we  deceive  ourfelves  and 
"  the  truth  is  not  in  us" — If  we  fay — He  faith 
not,  If  thou  fay,  as  if  he  fpake  of  fome  particu- 
lar perfon — Nor  if  ye  fay,  as  if  he  intended  ordi- 
nary Chriftians  alone—But  if  we  apoftles,  or 
whatever  we  be  fay  fo,  if  any  of  us,  If  I,  for  in- 
ftance,  fhould  think  I  had  no  fin  now,  who  am  a 
faint  of  an  hundred  years  old  :  Becaufe  I  was  a 
4  great 
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great  favorite  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  and  have  been 
a  great  fufferer  for  him  :  Or  becaufe  I  have  lived 
blamelefs  before  men,  and  have  been  a  witnefs 
for  the  truth  in  my  writings,  and  am  ready  to 
feal  it  with  my  blood  :  If  upon  account  of  any 
thing  done  by  me,  or  in  me,  of  any  real  excek 
lency  or  attainment,  I  fhould  fancy  myfelf  in  a 
ftate  of  finlefs  perfection,  the  holy  Gholl  charges 
me  with  felf-deceit.  A  dreadful  delufion  !  arif- 
ing  from  the  pride  of  my  heart,  and  its  rebellion 
againft  God,  and  difcovering  the  mod  grofs  ig- 
norance of  God's  righteoufnefs  in  the  holy  law, 
and  of  Chrilt's  righteoufnefs  in  the  glorious  gof- 
pel :  But  if  I  was  to  fay,  as  well  as  to  think  it ; 
if  I  mould  tell  any  body— Now  1  have  no  fin-* 
I  am  perfect— Now,  at  this  time,  I  have  received 
perfect  purity  of  heart :  For  ever  fince  I  received 
it,  I  have  had  nothing  ftirring  in  me  for  one  year* 
for  two,  twenty,  forty  years,  but  love,  pure  love 
to  God— God  is  in  all  my  thoughts,  and  nothing 
but  God— I  do  his  will  in  earth,  as  it  is  done  ill 
heaven  :  If  I  mould  fay  fo,  I  fhould  tell  a  great 
lie :  For  I  (hould  deceive  myfelf,  and  the  truth 
would  not  be  in  me. 

Are  thefe  indeed  the  very  words  of  the  apoflle? 
**  If  we  fay,  that  we  have  no  fin  now,  we  de* 
«f  ceive  ourfelves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us." 
Can  no  other  fenfe .  be  fairly  put  upon  them, 
but  that  the  holy  John  had  fin  in  him  at  every 
given  moment  of  his  life?  Is  this  the  plain  literal 
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meaning  of  the  paflage ?  As  it  certainly  fs> 
obferve  then,  O  my  foul,  the  decifive  evidence 
given  here  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  concerning  the 
inward  crofs.  Pray  for  his  teaching  that  thou 
mayeft  underftand,  and  pray  for  his  grace 
that  thou  mayeft  profit  from,  this  fcripturc. 
Here  is  his  infallible  record  concerning  St.  John 
and  all  highly  favoured  believers— He  afferts,  that 
there  was  no  time  of  their  lives,  in  which  they 
were  free  from  indwelling  fin  ;  God  forbid  then, 
that  I  fhould  think  I  had  no  fin.  He  avers,  that 
if  they  fhould  fay  they  had  none,  they  were  de- 
ceived, and  that  if  they  fhould  ftand  to  it,  as 
popiih  myftics,  and  proteftant  perfe&ionifts  do, 
the  fearcher  of  hearts  declares  that  they  lie,  and 
do  not  the  truth— the  truth  is  not  in  them  :  For 
the  father  of  lies  has  flattered  them  and  drawn 
them  into  felf-idolatry,  with  a  wicked  defign  to 
corrupt  their  minds  from  the  fimpliciry  that  is  in 
Chrift.  Beware,  O  my  foul,  of  this  deceit :  The 
holy  Ghoft  has  warned  thee  of  it.  He  forefaw 
how  the  firft  fin  would  break  out  in  after  times, 
and  pride  would  perfuade  men  that  they  were 
perfect  in  the  fiefh,  he  therefore  fo  guarded  this 
fcripturc  that  none  can  miftake  it,  but  fuch  as 
turn  away  their  ears  from  the  truth.  He  put  all 
the  words  in  the  prefent  tenfe,  left  any  fhould 
think  he  was  fpeaking  of  time  paft,  or  of  what 
men  were  before  the  blood  of  Chrift  had  cleanfed 
them.    If  we  sow  say— We,  who  now  have 

fellowfhip 
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fellowfliip  with  the  bleffed  Trinity,  and  ate 
walking  in  the  light  of  their  countenance— fay 
that  we  have  no  sin,  nor  had  none  formerly, 
he  is  not  fpeaking  of  that :  If  he  was,  the  Holy 
Ghoft  underftands  grammar  ;  and  can  make  no 
miftake  in  expreffing  himfelf,  he  would  certainly 
have  ufed  the  paft  tenfe,  but  he  ufes  the  prefent, 
now  have  no  sin,  fo  as  not  to  want  the  cleanf- 
ing  blood  of  Jefus  this  moment  as  much  as  ever— 
If  we  have  any  fuch  thoughts  we  now  deceive 

OURSELVES  AND  THE  TRUTH  IS  NOT  NOW  IN 

us.  How  forcible  and  ftrong  is  this  teftimony 
from  the.  mouth  of  John  ?  And  the  fenfe,  as  well 
as  the  grammar  thews,  that  he  is  fpeaking  of 
believers,  and  that  there  is  fin  in  them :  For 
throughout  the  chapter  he  treats  of  the  very 
fame  perfons,  and  defcribes  not  what  they  were 
before,  but  what  they  are  fince  they  received 
the  grace  of  God.  They  were  cleanfed  from  all 
fin  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  were  admitted 
into  communion  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  by 
the  Spirit,  and  they  enjoyed  this  communion, 
walking  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light--' 
thefe  are  the  perfons  here  mentioned — of  whom 
God  fays,  they  had  fin  ftill  in  them,  indwelling 
fin,  the  fault  and  corruption  of  nature  ftill  re- 
mained in  them,  and  if  they  fancied  it  did  not, 
they  would  be  fadly  deceived— they  would  en- 
tirely miftake  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  was 
to  bring  finners  fenfible  of  their  wants  and  mife- 
G  2  ries 
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rics  to  live  out  of  themfelves  upon  the  fulnefs  of 
the  God-man— they  would  forget  their  own  cha- 
racter, under  which  alone  they  can  be  faved, 
falvation  being  only  for  finners— they  would  fall 
into  the  crime  of  the  devil,  by  pride  exalting 
themfelves  againft  the  perfon  and  work  of  the 
incarnate  God— and  they  would  quite  pervert 
the  law  and  the  gofpel :  For  in  order  to  main- 
tain their  inherent  perfection,  they  are  forced  to 
legalize  the  gofpel,.  and  to  make  it  confift  of  cer- 
tain terms  and  conditions,  upon  the  performance 
of  which  finners  fliall  be  faved,  and  then  in 
order  to  comfort  themfelves  with  their  having 
performed  thefe  terms  and  conditions,  they  are 
forced  to  turn  rank  Antimonians :  They  lefTen 
the  evil  of  fin,  they  excufe  it  in  themfelves,  and 
make  juft  nothing  of  it.  They  call  it  by  feveral 
pretty  lb  ft  names,  fuch  as  infirmity,  frailty,  ex- 
crefcencc,  and  at  laft  they  get  quite  rid  of  it,  by 
laying  it  upon  the  devil,  and  by  terming  it  an 
injection  of  old  fatan.  And  thus  they  deceive 
themfelves  into  perfection,  and  infilf.  upon  it 
that  they  have  no  fin,  although  they  have  enough 
in  them  to  damn  the  whole  world.  O  God,, 
open  the  eyes  of  thefe  felf-deceivers,  and  bring 
them  into  the  way  of  truth. 

Such  is  the  clear  evidence  of  the  holy  Spirit : 
He  afTerts  that  the  greateft  believers,  while  in 
the  body,  have  fin  in  them.    Doft  thou  yield,  O 
my  foul,  to  his  teftimony  ?  Art  thou  fully  con- 
vinced 
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vinccd  of  it  from  the  work  of  his  grace,  as  well 
as  from  the  word  of  his  truth  ?  Doll  thou  feel 
indwelling  fin  ?  Is  it  the  plague  of  thy  heart,  and 
the  burden  of  thy  life  ?  When  thou  art  willing 
to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God,  is  it  continually 
in  thy  way,  raifing  objections,  putting  difficul- 
ties, and  fuggefting  hindrances  ?  -Is  it  like  a 
heavy  weight  prefiing  thee  down  in  thy  race, 
that  thou  canft  not  run  fo  long,  or  fo  faft,  as 
thou  couldft  wifh  ?  Since  this  is  indeed  thy  daily 
crofs,  and  the  bearing  of  it  the  hardeft  part  of 
thy  warfare,  O  read  with  diligence  the  fcripture 
account  of  it.  Take  notice  of  the  Lord's  cham- 
pions, how  they  felt  under  this  burden,  from 
whence  they  derived  ftrength  to  bear  it,  and  had 
comfort  under  it.  Hear  the  man  after  God's 
own  heart -crying  out — "  Mine  iniquities  are 
"  gone  over  my  head,  as  a  beavy  burden,  they 
"  are  too  heavy  for  me"~David  had  a  heavy 
load :  He  was  ready  to  fink,  and  he  could  not 
caft  it  off".  He  could  not  go  into  his  clofet,  or 
to  the  houfe  of  God :  He  could  not  fit  upon  his 
throne,  or  go  In  and  out  before  his  family,  but 
this  grievous  crofs  fo  bowed  him  down  greatly, 
that  he  went  mourning  all  the  day  long.  The 
burden  of  it  was  intolerable,  and  would  have 
cruflied  him  under  it  •  if  he  had  not  learned, 
how  to  caft  it  on  the  Lord—"  Make  hafte,  fays 
"  he,  to  help  me,  O  Lord  God  of  my  falvation." 

Here 
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Here  he  found  relief.  The  prayer  of  faith  was 
heard,  and  God  was  the  ftrength  of  his  falvation. 

Under  the  fame  burden  a  New  Teftament  faint 
went  groaning  all  his  days.    He  had  a  hard  con- 
flict between  the  fiefh  and  the  fpirit,  and  he  has 
left  the  account  of  it  upon  record.    Blefled  be 
God  for  the  feventh  chapter  of  the  Romans. 
We  there  read  of  the  inward  crofs,  with  which 
all  the  children  of  God  are  exercifed.    In  the 
very  fame  Paul  there  was  delight  in  the  law  cf 
God  after  the  inward  man,  but  he  found  another 
law  in  his  members,  rebelling  againft  the  law 
of  God — the  flefh,  in  which  dwelleth  no  good 
thing,  never  ceafed  to  affault  the  fpirit  with  its 
vile  thoughts,  legal  workings,  and  rebellious  in- 
clinations— when  he  had  a  will  to  do  good,  he 
could  not  do  it  fo  perfectly,  as  he  defired — his 
belt  moments  were  never  free  from  the  inroads 
of  indwelling  fin  :  therefore  in  the  bitternefs  of 
his  foul  he  cried  out--"  O  wretched  man  that  I 
"  am"— O  !  that  figh  came  from  the  bottom  of 
his  heart~I  know  what  he  felt-he  groaned  be- 
ing burdened— weary  and  tired  with  this  conti- 
nual conflict,  he  looked  out  for  deliverance. 
"  Who  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  r"  He  faw  by  faith  his  almighty  Saviour, 
and  in  him  expected  everlafting  victory—"  I 
«  thank  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord." 
He  refted  upon  Chrift  in  the  battle,  and  through 

him 
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him  waited  for  deliverance,  knowing  that  one 
day  he  fhould  be  made  more  than  con- 
queror. 

Well  then,  O  my  foul,  here  is  comfort.  If  the 
corruption  of  nature  be  thy  crofs ;  fo  it  was  to 
David,  and  fo  it  was  to  Paul.  Thy  cafe  is  not 
fingular.  It  is  common  to  every  foldier  who  is 
fighting  under  the  banner  of  Chri'ft.  This  crofs 
is  unavoidable  :  becaufe  it  is  in  thy  bofom.  It 
is  thine  inmoft  felf— thy  whole  nature  which  is 
corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lufts.  Thou 
haft  not  an  atom  of  thy  body,  nor  the  leaft  mo- 
tion or  ftirring  of  any  faculty  in  thy  foul,  but 
fin  is  in  it ;  and  therefore  it  is  capable  of  be- 
ing a  plague  to  the  new  man.  The  Holy  Ghoft 
fpcaks  thus  of  the  inward  warfare--*'  This  I 
«'  fay  then  3  walk  in  the  fpirit,  and  ye  (hall  not 
"  fulfil  the  lufts  of  the  flefh  :  for  the  flefh  lufteth 
<c  againft  the  fpirit,  and  the  fpirit  againft  the 
"  flefh,  and  thefe  are  contrary  the  one  to  the 
<c  other,  fo  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye 
*  would."  Thefe  words  are  addreffed  to  the 
Galatians,  who  were  believers,  and  called  into 
the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  but  by  falfe  teaching 
they  were  under  a  great  temptation.  They  had 
begun  in  the  fpirit,  but  they  thought  of  being 
perfefted  in  the  flefh.  They  fet  out  with  falva- 
tion  by  faith,  but  expected  falvation  at  laft  by 
works.  Among  other  arguments  to  convince 
them  of  their  miftake  here  is  one  unanfwerable, 
namely,  No  works  ofours-can  fave  a  firmer  but 

foci 
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fuch  as  are  perfect,  no  works  of  ours  are  perfect, 
therefore  they  cannot  fave  a  finner.  And  that 
none  of  them  are  perfect  is  certain,  becaufe  in 
every  one  of  them  there  is  fomething  of  the  flefh, 
of  corrupt  nature  as  well  as  fomething  of  the 
fpirit  and  of  fpiritual  nature.  Thefe  two  are 
contrary  as  life  and  death,  and  they  are  always 
in  action,  every  moment  the  one  lufting  againft 
the  other :  fo  that  no  believer  can  do  the  things 
which  he  would,  fo  perfectly  as  the  holy  law 
requires. 

How  grievous  muft  this  inward  crofs  be  to  a 
real  believer  ?  For  it  confifts  in  the  oppofition, 
which  he  finds  within  him,  to  God  and  to  the 
things  of  God.  The  flefh  ever  luftcth  againft 
the  fpirit,  the  old  man  againft  the  new.  There 
is  a  continual  wrar  between  thefe  contrary 
powers.  The  flefh  is  a  complete  body  of  fin 
armed  with  every  member  and  inftrument  of 
rebellion,  that  can  refill  the  motions  and  actions 
of  the  new  man.  There  is  darknefs  in  the  un- 
derftanding  always  clouding  the  light  of  the  glo- 
rious gofpel,  and  therefore  we  know  but  in  part. 
The  will  of  the  flefh  always  oppofes  the  holy  will 
of  God.  There  is  enmity  in  the  heart  working 
againft  the  love  of  God  and  of  his  will.  There 
is  pride  to  weaken  humility—anger  to  oppofe 
meeknefs— the  carnal  mind  to  fight  againft  fpiri- 
tual-mindednefs.  When  the  fpirit  is  willing  the 
flefh  is  weak.  When  you  draw  near  to  God  in 
prayer,  the  imagination  will  not  be  confined:  it 

will. 
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will  wander  after  a  thoufand  vain  objects.  When 
you  are  hearing  the  word,  it  will  difturb  your 
attention  with  its  unaccountable  excurfions.  It 
is  fo  fportive  and  flighty,  that  you  cannot  keep 
it  within  any  bounds.  Is  it  not  fo,  O  my  foul? 
Art  thou  not  fenfible  of  this  heavy  crofs?  Doft 
thou  not  find  fomething  in  thee  always  refilling 
and  weakening  the  exercife  of  thy  graces  ?  and 
is  not  this  the  great  plague  of  thy  life?  Can  there 
be  a  greater,  than  to  carry  about  with  thee  * 
finful  nature,  daily  trying  to  hinder  thee  in  thy 
holy  walk  and  happy  communion  with  God  ? 
O  how  much  does  it  concern  thee  then  to  be 
well  fkilled  in  bearing  this  crofs,  and  in  behav- 
ing under  it  as  a  good  foldier  of  Chrift  Jefus ! 
And  to  this  end  the  principles  before  laid  down 
are  abfolutely  necc-ffary.  Without  them  thou 
can  ft  not  rightly  underftand  the  nature  of  in- 
dwelling fin,  and  canft  not  poffibly  gain  victory 
over  it.  Only  the  doctrines  of  grace  received 
into  thy  heart  can  enable  thee  to  walk  with  God 
under  this  crofs.  Call  to  mind  then  what  was 
agreed  upon  in  the  covenant  of  the  Trinity,  and 
was  fulfilled  in  the  perfon  and  work  of  Immanuel 
for  thy  peace  with  the  Father,  and  for  thy  re- 
turning to  him  in  love,  and  has  been  applied  to 
thee  by  the  holy  Spirit,  who  has  given  thee  faith 
in  Jefus,  and  has  manifefted  the  love  of  the  Fa- 
ther in  him :  thou  art  therefore  now  one  with 
thy  covenant-head— in  him  complete  and  perfect, 

although 
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although  thou  art  in  thyfelf  Hill  a  firmer.  Thou 
haft  a  body  of  fin,  through  the  lufting  of  which 
thou  art  not  able  to  keep  the  holy  law  accord- 
ing to  its  full  demands  in  any  one  inftance.  But 
thou  art  before  the  Father,  what  thy  furety  is. 
He  fees  thee  in  him,  without  fpot,  or  wrinkle, 
or  any  fuch  thing— accepted  as  he  is— beloved 
with  the  fame  love — looked  upon  with  the  fame 
joy — and  bleffcd  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  him. 
Thy  furety  lived  for  thee  :  thou  haft  the  righte- 
cufnefs  of  God  for  thy  juftifkation.  Thy  furety 
died  for  thee  :  in  him  thou  art  as  truly  dead  unto 
lin,  as  Chrift  himfelf  is.  Thy  furety  rofe  again, 
and  took  poffeffion  of  fpiritual  and  eternal  life 
for  thee.  He  was  delivered  for  thine  offences, 
and  raifed  again  for  thy  juftification.  Thou  flialt 
reign  with  him,  as  certainly  as  he  has  now  the 
crown  upon  his  own  head.  Such  is  the  perfect 
falvation,  which  is  for  thee  ;  although  thou  art 
ftill  the  fubject  of  fin  :  for  thy  pardon  is  without 
exception  or  reverfe — All  trefpaffes  are  freely 
forgiven.  Thy  juftification  to  life  is  abfolute : 
for  it  is  God  himfelf  that  juftifieth.  He  chofe 
thee  in  Jefus,  that  thou  fhouldft  be  holy  and 
without  blame  before  him—and  fo  thou  art.  As 
a  member  in  his  body  thou  art  without  blemifh. 
Here  is  thy  relief  under  the  inward  crofs.  The 
Father  chofe  thee  in  his  Son,  looks  upon  thee  in 
him,  and  deals  with  thee  according  to  covenant 
love  :  there  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to 
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thee,  who  art  in  Chrift  Jefus.  With  the  fweet 
fenfe  of  this  upon  thy  confcience,  perfuaded 
that  God  is  at  peace  with  thee,  take  up  the  in- 
ward crofs.  In  this  delightful  view  fee  the  curfe 
removed.  Thou  haft  no  reafon  to  fear  wrath,  or 
death,  or  hell.  Victory  over  all  fins  and  enemies 
is  certain.  Daily,  eternal  victory  is  promifed. 
In  this  faith  follow  the  noble  army,  who  carried 
this  crofs  to  their  graves.  Fight  as  they  did, 
looking  unto  Jefus,  Sin  is  in  thee  :  it  was  in 
them  ;  but  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  vanquifhed 
foe,  flain,  and  put  to  death,  when  Jefus  died 
for  fin  once.  Likewife  reckon  thou  alfo  thyfelf 
to  be  in  him  dead  unto  fin — freed  from  the  con- 
demning fentence  of  the  law — freed  from  the 
dreadful  ftroke  of  juftice  by  his  death— freed 
as  truly  as  he  is — and  therefore  thou  art  no 
more  liable,  than  he  is,  to  be  condemned  and 
punifhed.  And  for  the  ftrengthening  of  this 
faith,  feek  for  fellowfhip  with  him  in  his  death. 
It  is  thy  privilege,  as  thou  art  planted  in  the  like- 
nefs  of  his  death  to  derive  power  and  efficacy 
from  it  daily  to  put  fin  to  death.  The  more  fted- 
faftly  thou  believeft,  that  thou  art  one  with  him 
in  his  death,  the  more  wilt  thou  find  thy  finful 
nature  crucified  with  him.  Communion  is  al- 
ways according  to  the  faith  of  union  with  Chrift. 
The  ftrongeft  faith  muft  have  the  ftrongeft  hold 
of  him,  and  thereby  draw  the  raoft  virtue  from 
him.  It  is  true  as  our  faith  jncreafes,  we  be- 
come 
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come  more  fpiritual;  and  we  fee  corruption 
more,  as  we  fee  motes  in  the  fun  beams.  The 
fenfes  of  the  new  man  by  exercife  gain  a  quicker 
perception  of  fin — we  become  all  over  tender  as 
the  eye— jealous  of  the  motions— yea  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  evil.  This  is  real  growth.  Sin  is 
more  felt,  in  order  that  the  power  of  Jefus  may 
be  put  forth  to  make  us  hate  it,  refift  it,  and 
overcome  it  more.  As  believers  are  more  fenfi- 
ble  of  their  finfulnefs  in  the  firft  Adam,  fo  they 
grow  up  into  the  fecond  Adam  the  Lord  from 
heaven  :  they  bear  the  crofs  of  the  corruption  of 
the  firft,  which  leads  them  to  conftant  fellowfhip 
with  the  fecond — in  his  death,  for  the  pardon  of 
their  corruption — in  the  power  of  his  death  to 
mortify  fin,  that  it- may  not  have  dominion  over 
them. 

Corruption  is  in  thee,  and  it  will  ftrive  for 
dominion.  Thy  fins  will  fometimes  fiercely  af- 
fault.  Their  allies,  the  world  and  the  devil, 
will  join  them  with  ftratagems  and  force  ;  when 
the  battle  is  hot,  and  thou  art  weak,  then  it 
behoves  thee  to  live  by  faith  upon  Jefus  as  thy 
furcty,  now  acting  for  thee  in  heaven,  as  he 
acted  for  thee  upon  earth.  He  is  gone  up,  as 
thy  high  prieft,  to  carry  thy  name  within  the  veil. 
He  bears  it  upon  the  ephod  on  his  fhoulders,  and 
upon  the  breaft-platc  on  his  heart :  his  power 
and  his  love  are  engaged  for  thee,  now  he  is  in 
glory.     Me  ftands  in  the  prcfence  of  God,  as 
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thy  reprefentative.  The  Father  fees  thee  in  him : 
and  thou  aft  in  his  fight  what  thy  forerunner  is. 
As  he  (lands  there,  fo  doft  thou  (land— righteous 
as  he  is  righteous — holy  as  he  is  holy — beloved 
as  he  is  beloved — and  (halt  be  bicffed  as  he  is 
bleffed.  View  by  faith  thy  nature  in  him,  ex- 
alted and  glorified,  and  for  the  joy  fet  before 
thee  in  him  take  up  thy  crofs.  It  is  a  heavy 
burden — it  is  a  hard  warfare.  True.  But  con- 
lider,  who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  thy  charge  for 
indwelling  fin?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  thee 
from  it.  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is 
Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather  that  is  rifen  again, 
who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo 
rrtaketh  interceffion  for  thee.  He  appears  in  the 
prefence  of  God  for  thee,  as  thine  interceflbr. 
He  is  always  in  court  to  reprefent  thy  perfon, 
and  to  carry  thy  caufe,  efpecially  as  to  what 
concerns  fin.  "  If  any  of  us  fin,  fays  the  be- 
"  loved  difciple,  we  have  an  advocate  with 
"  the  Father  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous,  and  he 
"  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins :"  in  this  office 
he  is  fkilful,  and  faithful,  and  compaffionate. 
He  has  thine  intereft  at  heart — thy  fafety,  thy 
comfort  under  this  crofs,  and  thy  victory  over  it. 
His  very  glory  is  fo  interwoven  with  thine,  that 
the}  are  one:  yea  the  advocate  and  his  clients 
form  but  one  fpiritual  body,  of  which  every 
member  is,  what  the  head  is.  O  my  God  and 
Saviour,  I  blefs  thee  and  worfhip  thee  for  a&ing 

for 
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for  me  as  mine  advocate  and  interceffor  in  heaven. 
Tncreafe,  I  befeech  thee  my  faith,  that  I  may  fee 
more  of  the  glory  of  thine  office,  and  may  make 
more  ufe  of  it,  in  the  bearing  of  mine  inward 
crofs.  O  let  thy  faithful  witnefs  abide  with  me 
to  enable  me  without  doubt  or  wavering  to  truft 
in  what  thou  haft  done  for  me  upon  earth,  and 
to  draw  comfort  from  what  thou  art  now  doing 
for  me  in  heaven.  Into  thy  hands  I  defire  to 
commit  my  caufe.  Lord,  undertake  for  me. 
Be  furety  for  thy  fervant  for  good,  and  guide  me 
with  thy  counfel,  till  thou  bring  me  to  thy  glory. 
I  afk  this  for  thy  mercies  fake.  Amen.  Is  this 
the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  ?  Is  it  certain  from  the 
word  of  God?  Is  it  confirmed  from  matter 
of  fact  ?  Did  the  higheft  believer  upon  earth 
experience  this  inward  crofs?  When  his  con- 
fcience  fummoned  him  to  the  bar  of  God,  and 
put  him  upon  enquiring  what  he  would  plead 
there  for  his  juftification,  had  he  any  thing 
to  urge  but  the  facrifice  and  righteoufnefs  of  the 
ever  bleffed  Immanuel?  And  is  not  this  thy  plea, 
O  my  foul  ?  Doft  not  thou  find  fo  much  weak- 
nefs  and  infirmity  in  thy  holy  things,  that  thou 
wouldft  feek  atonement  for  the  iniquity  of  them* 
through  the  interceffion  of  the  great  high  prieft? 
And  thou  wouldft  not  think  of  ftanding  before 
the  throne  to  claim  eternal  life  as  the  reward 
due  to  thine  own  holinefs.  Is  not  this  thine  ex- 
perience ?  If  it  be,  then  take  up  thy  crofs  in  this 
5  Faith, 
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Faith.  It  is  thy  grief,  that  fin  is  in  thee. 
The  motions  and  luftings  of  it  are  thy  burden. 
The  refitting  and  oppofing  them  is  thy  continual 
warfare.  And  thou  haft  no  profpect  before  thee 
of  enjoying  perfect,  deliverance  from  this  heavy 
crofs,  until  death  releafe  thee.  Bleffed  be  God 
for  the  falvation  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  There 
is  a  provition  made  in  the  covenant  of  grace  for 
the  pardon  of  indwelling  fin,  for  victory  over  it 
daily,  and  for  the  eternal  deftru&ion  of  the 
whole  body  of  fin  :  It  fhall  have  no  exiftence  in 
the  members,  any  more  than  it  has  in  their  glo- 
rified head.  Here  is  a  comfort  for  thee,  O  my 
foul,  of  God's  own  providing,  and  of  God's  own 
applying.  When  it  is  applied  to  thy  heart,  the 
crofs  will  be  cafy.  Obferve  carefully  what  is 
revealed  concerning  the  being  of  fin  in  the  belt 
Chriftians,  and  concerning  the  pardon  of  it. 
The  Holy  Ghoft  declares,  it  dwells  in  them,  but 
they  are  forgiven  all  trefpafles— they  are  in  Chrift 
without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing — in 
the  firft  Adam  they  are  heirs  of  fin,  death,  and 
hell,  in  the  fecond  Adam  the  Lord  from  heaven 
they  are  heirs  of  righteoufnefs,  life  and  glory. 
He  is  their  covenant-head  :  And  they  are  before 
God,  what  he  is.  This  is  the  record  of  truth — 
Ye  are  complete  in  him.  Abide  by  it,  O 
my  foul.  Give  it  full  credit,  and  boldly  plead  it 
againft  all  the  charges  of  guilt,  and  fears  of 
wrath— 

»  It 
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"  It  is  true  ;  I  have  fin  in  me,  but  it  is  par* 
"  doned.  God  has  forgiven  me  all  trefpafles. 
"  I  ftand  before  him  in  my  furety,  who  under- 
<c  took  for  me,  and  I  am  perfect  in  him.  The 
"  Father  chofe  me  in  his  Son :  He  looks  upon 
"  the  face  of  his  beloved,  and  fees  me  in  him. 
"  In  him  he  is  well-pleafed,  fo  he  is  with  me. 
"  As  he  loves  him,  fohe  loves  me.  This  is  the 
"  glorious  privilege,  which  by  faith  I  now  enjoy. 
"  I  deny  fight  and  fenfe;  and  I  flick  to  the  word 
ff  of  God.  I  adhere  ftrictly  to  its  teftimony  con- 
fl  cerning  me,  believing  myfclf  to  be  dead  in- 
"  deed  unto  I'm  in  Chrift,  and  in  him  abfolutely 
"  freed  from  guilt  and  condemnation.  The 
"  Father  is  at  peace  with  me,,  and  he  loves  me 
"  in  his  Son,  and  with  the  fame  Jove  with  which 
"  he  loves  him— His  Father  and  my  Father. 
"  With  this  perfuafion  I  go  to  war  with  my 
"  corruptions.  1  fee  their  traiterous  defigns. 
"  They  are  fighting  againft  every  thing  that  is 
"  dear  and  precious  to  my  foul.  But  having 
"  the  promifed  grace  of  the  almighty  Saviour 
"  for  my  help,  I  defire  to  fet  upon  them  in  his 
"  name.  I  know  he  has  them  among  mine 
<c  other  enemies  under  his  feet,  and  I  have  his 
"  word  for  it  that  he  will  put  them  under  mine. 
"  Yea,  Lord  I  believe,  and  on  thy  faithful  pro- 
"  mife  i  truft  this  day.  Although  I  mull  carry 
"  my  crofs,  yet  I  blefs  thee  and  worlhip  thee 
"  for  removing  curfe  and  wrath  from  it :  I  can 
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"  now  take  it  up  as  thy  foldier  and  fight  againft 
"  it  in  thy  ftrength,  expecting  victory  from  thee, 
lf  and  to  thy  glory.  O  my  God,  fave  me  from 
"  indwelling  fin.  Let  me  feel  it  my  burden. 
"  Glorify  thy  grace  in  me,  and  by  me,  that  be- 
"  ing  endued  with  power  from  on  high  I  may 
"  hold  out  refining  and  conquering  it,  till  thou 
"  give  me  everlafting  viftory." 

If  this,  O  my  foul,  be  thy  conftant  depen- 
dence, then  the  crofs  will  become  light.  Guilt 
makes  it  heavy.  The  curfe  in  it  makes  it  into- 
lerable :  but  by  faith  thou  canft  fee  guilt  and 
curfe  removed,  then  it  will  be  no  hindrance  to 
thee  in  thy  heavenly  walk,  but  will  daily  call 
forth  into  ufe  and  cxercife  thofe  graces,  which 
will  help  thee  forward,  and  efpecially 

Patience.  Here  is  great  need  of  patience 
— a  continual  war — and  within  thee — thine  own 
bofom  the  feat  of  it— and  thine  own  lulls  carry- 
ing it  on  and  maintaining  it.  The  more  fpiri- 
tual  thou  art,  the  more  wilt  thou  feel  this  in 
ward  conflict.  The  more  thou  groweft  into 
Chrift,  the  more  will  thy  corruptions  ftir  and 
move— they  will  be  thy  continual  plague,  fo  that 
thou  wilt  not  be  able  to  draw  any  comfort  from 
what  thou  art  in  thyfclf.  Mere  is  cxercife  for 
patience.  Every  where  indwelling  fin  is  prefent 
with  thee  :  Upon  every  temptation  ready  with 
its  flatteries  to  entice,  and  with  its  power  to 
break  out  into  act  and  deed.    The  oppofing  it, 

Vol  II.  H  is 
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is  Kke  cutting  off*  a  right  hand,  and  plucking 
out  a  right  eye— as  contrary  to  nature,  as  pain- 
ful. The  hand  and  the  eye  cannot  be  deftroyeel 
twice,  but  inbred  luffs  evcrcome  a  thoufand 
times  are  not  in  the  lealt  diicouraged  from  war- 
ring againft  the  foul.  Like  the  troubled  fca 
never  at  reft,  they  are  always  cafting  up  fome 
fmful  mire  and  dirt.  What  canff  thou  do  without 
faith  in  the  Redeemer's  blood,  without  patience 
to  wait  for  the  Redeemer's  ftrength.  Every 
moment  there  is  need  of  faith  and  patience,  and 
every  moment  if  thefe  graces  be  exercifed  they 
will  be  improved.  The  bearing  of  the  crofs 
continually,  and  fighting  under  it  on  the  fide  of 
God  will  alto  be  the  means  of  teaching  thee 

The  true  spiritual  mortification;, 
which  docs  not  confift  in  fin  not  being  in  thee, 
nor  in  its  being  put  upon  the  crofs  daily,  nor  yet. 
in  its  being  kept  upon  it.  There  muff  be  fome- 
thing  more  to  eltablilh  perfect  peace  in  thy  con- 
fidence ;  and  that  is  the  teftimony  of  God  con- 
cerning the  body  of  fin.  He  has  provided  fur 
thy  perfect  deliverance  from  it  in  Chrift.  Every 
thing  needful  for  this  purpofe  was  fmifhed  by  him 
upon  the  crofs.  He  was  thy  furety.  He  fuffer- 
ed.  for  thee.  Thy  fins  were  crucified  with  hira 
and  nailed  to  his  crofs.  They  were  put  to  death 
when  he  died:  for  lie  was  thy  covenant  head,, 
and  thou  as  a  member  of  his  body  waft  legally 
Fenrefcr.ted  bv  him,  and  art  indeed  dead  to  fin, 
5  ^ 
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by  his  dying  to  fin  once.  The  law  has  now  no 
more  right  to  condemn  thee,  a  believer,  than  it 
has  to  condemn  him.  Juftice  is  bound  to  deal 
with  thee,  as  it  has  with  thy  rifen  and  afcended 
Saviour.  If  thou  dolt  not  thus  fee  thy  complete 
mortification  in  him,  fin  will  reign  in  thee.  No 
fin  can  be  crucified  either  in  heart  or  life,  unlefs 
it  be  firft  pardoned  in  confeience  :  becaufe  there 
will  be  want  of  faith  to  receive  the  ftrength  of 
Jefus,  by  whom  alone  it  can  be  crucified.  If  it 
be  not  mortified  in  its  guilt,  it  cannot  be  fub- 
dued  in  its  power.  If  the  believer  does  not  fee 
his  perfect  deadnefs  to  fin  in  Jefus,  he  will  open 
a  wide  door  to  unbelief :  and  if  he  be  not  per- 
fuaded  of  his  completencfs  in  Chrift,  he  gives 
room  for  the  attacks  of  felf-righteous  and  legal 
tempers.  If  Chrift  be  not  all  in  all :  felf  mud 
ftill  be  looked  upon  as  fomething  great,  and 
there  will  be  food  left  for  the  pride  of  felf-im- 
portance  and  felf-fufficiency.  So  that  he  cannot 
grow  into  the  death  of  Chrift  in  fenfible  expe- 
rience, farther  than  he  believes  himfelf  to  be 
dead  to  fin  in  Chrift.  The  more  clearly  and 
ftedfaftly  he  believes  this,  as  the  apoftle  did — 

I  am  crucified  with  Christ,  in  propor- 
tion will  he  cleave  to  Chrift,  and  receive  from 
him  greater  power  to  crucify  fin.  This  believ- 
ing view  of  his  abfolute  mortification  in  Chrift 
is  the  true  gofpel  method  of  mortifying  fin  in  our 
own  perfons. 

H  z  Examine 
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Examine  then,  O  my  foul,  the  miftakes  which 
thou  haft  made,  and  the  temptations  which  thou 
art  under,  concerning  this  leading  truth  in  thy 
walk.  Pray  to  thy  God  for  his  wifdom  to  guide 
thee.  Without  it  thou  wilt  be  afraid,  where  no 
fear  is.  Thou  writ  be  inclined  to  think  this  doc- 
trine rather  encouraging  to  fin  :  becaufe  it  feems 
to  carnal  reafon  to  take  off  thy  mind  from  watch- 
fulnefs  againft  it,  and  from  praying  for  victory 
over  it.  But  be  alfurcd  this  is  a  great  error.  If 
thou  art  not  complete  in  Chrift,  thou  never  canft 
be  complete.  Seek  for  the  death  of  fin  where 
thou  wilt,  it  is  not  to  be  found  but  in  his  death. 
Try  to  conquer  it  upon  any  other  principle,  than 
faith  in  his  death,  the  very  attempt  is  finful,  and 
proves, thee  to  be  under  the  law.  Unlefs  thou 
art  one  with  him  in  his  death,  there  can  be  no 
pardon  of  fin,  and  confequently  no  victory  over 
it.  O  fear  not  then  to  lay  the  whole  weight  of 
thy  falvation  upon  Jcfus.  Depend  on  him,  as 
dying  to  fin  for  thee,  and  look  at  thyfelf  dead  to 
fin  in  him— as  completely  dead  to  it,  as  he  is. 
Read  the  teftimpny  of  the  rjoly  Spirit.  Study 
the  infinite,  the  everlafting  fufficiency  of  his 
death  for  thine  abfolute  freedom  from  guilt  and 
condemnation.  Truft  without  wavering  :  be  not 
afraid  to  view  the  everlafting  perfection  of  thy 
deliverancc  in  Jefus,  and  this  will  weaken  the 
tvranny,  and  will  crucify  the  power  of  fin.  This 
will,  and  nothing  clfe  can.    Read  the  fixth  of 
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the  Romans,  and  pray  for  the  Spirit  of  revelation 
to  open  it  to  thee.  There  thou  wilt  difcover  the 
true  way  to  mortify  fin.  It  is  by  believing,  that 
thou  art  planted  together  with  Chrift  in  his 
death  :  from  thence  only  thy  pardon  flows,  from 
thence  thy  daily  victory  is  received,  and  from 
thence  thy  eternal  victory  will  be  perfected. 
Fight  on,  foon  thou  fhalt  be,  what  Chrift  now  is. 
The  member  (hall  be  perfectly  like  the  head.  O 
glorious  profpect  !  Thou  fhalt  be  with  him  and 
like  him~fpotlefs  and  fair,  as  Jcfus,  righteous 
and  holy,  happy  in  body  and  foul.  Thou  fhalt 
fee  him  as  he  is,  and  awaking  after  his  likei^ls 
thou  fhalt  be  fatisficd  with  it.  Take  up  thy  crofs 
for  the  jov  here  fet  before  thee.  Bear  it  in  faith. 
It  will  be  light  and  cafy  to  thy  pardoned  confer- 
ence :  yea,  the  carrying  of  it  in  patience  will 
bring  forth  many  peaceable  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nefs  :  Among  the  reft  there  is  one,  which  in  the 
fight  of  God  is  of  great  price,  and  which  is  daily 
improved  by  the  inward  crofs,  namely 

Humility,  which  confifts  in  the  right  know- 
ledge of  ourfelves,  not  only  of  what  we  have 
been,  but  alfo  of  what  we  now  are.  The  belt 
and  holieft  man  upon  earth  has  a  corrupt  fallen 
nature :  he  has  flefii  ftill  which  is  always  lulling 
againft  the  fpirit.  While  he  is  alive  to  God  he 
feels  it.  He  is  fenfible  of  the  inward  conflict. 
Dead  men  indeed  feel  nothing.  A  dead  corpfe 
has  no  fenfe  of  the  worms  which  are  eating  it  up. 

He 
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He  that  has  .thefe  lufts  in  him  and  warring 
againft  his  foul,  and  yet  does  not  feel  them,  can- 
not be  fpiritually  alive.  A  natural  man  has  no 
fenfc  of  them,  becaufe  they  are  in  him,  as  worms 
in  a  dead  body  :  juft  fo  it  is  with  the  perfeclionift. 
But  fo  foon,  and  fo  long,  as  he  lives  to  God,  he 
will  perceive  them.  If  he  be  in  happy  commu- 
nion with  God,  indwelling  fin  is  prefent  to  in- 
terrupt the  enjoyment.  If  he  exercife  any  grace, 
this  befctting  fin  tries  to  weaken  its  actings.  If 
he  fet  about  any  duty,  it  will  hinder  him  from 
doing  it  fo  perfectly,  as  God  requires,  and  as  he 
could  with.  The  abiding  fenfe  of  thefe  truths 
will  keep  down  pride.  The  believer  will  fee 
nothing  of  his  own  to  truft  in,  no  faith,  or  hope, 
or  love,  no  faithfulnefs  to  grace,  no  holy  obedi- 
ence ;  all  is  flamed  and  polluted.  He  is  forced 
to  cry  out  of  his  beft  duties— unc/ean—uiic/eaii.  In 
this  fchool  the  difciple  learns  to  walk  humbly 
with  his  God.  The  more  he  knows  of  himfelf, 
the  more  humble  he  becomes.  And  he  grows  in 
this  heavenly  grace,  the  more  he  is  acquainted 
with  the  mercy  of  God  in  Jefus.  This  learnt  by 
divine  teaching  keeps  the  believer  meek  and 
lowly  in  his  own  eyes.  Nothing  foftens  and 
melts  the  foul  into  holy  tendemefs  like  the  fenfe 
of  God's  mercy.  A  man  who  feels  the  plague 
of  his  own  heart  is  never  truly  humbled,  until 
he  be  pardoned.  But  when  he  is  juftiried  from 
(t.«all  things  in  Chrift,  in  him  a  partaker  of  all  fpk 
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ritual  bleiTings  in  earth  and  heaven,  when  he  fees 
all  hi?  falvation  of  grace,  of  free  fovcrcign  grace, 
flowing  from  the  abfolute  favor  of  electing  love, 
and  beftowed  upon  him,  as  unworthy  an  object, 
as  ever  did  or  can  partake  of  it,  then  he  becomes 
truly  broken  hearted.  Thefe  truths  taught  of 
God  bring  every  high  thought  into  fubjection  to 
Chrift  Jefus.  The  foul  bows  before  him ;  lies 
low  at  his  feet ;  proftrates  itfelf  before  the  throne 
of  his  grace,  and  defires  to  be  kept  willing  to 
take  all  its  blcflings  out  of  his  hands,  and  to  ufe 
them  to  his  glory.  This  is  gofpel  humility,  the 
true  abafement  of  fpirit,  with  which  a  man,  fen- 
fible  that  he  is  faved  by  mere  mercy,  lothes  hini- 
felf.  And  while  the  experience  of  indwelling 
fin  humbles  him  down  to  the  duft,  it  produces 
through  God's  grace  the  happieft  effects :  for  it 
keeps  him  in  his  ftrong  tower  and  fancluary,  in 
which  alone  he  is 

Safe.  It  is  ever  reminding  him  of  his  need  of 
the  blood  of  fprinkling—ever  lhewing  him  his 
want  of  a  perfect,  righteoufnefs— and  ever  preach- 
ing to  him  the  neceflity  of  his  being  kept  by  the 
power  of  God.  And  while  he  hearkens  to  thefe 
leffons,  trufting  to  Jefus,  he  will  Hand  faft  and 
be  eftablifhed.  The  arm  of  the  Lord  God 
almighty  will  hold  him  np,  and  he  fhall  be  fafe- 
While  he  lives  thus  out  of  himfelf,  the  fenfe  of 
indwelling  fin  will  lead  him  to  his  true 

Happiness,. 
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Happiness,  which  is  all  in  the  fulnefs  of  the 
God-man.  He  will  enjoy  the  more  of  this,  the 
lefs  he  finds  in  himfelf.  When  he  cannot  draw 
comfort  from  anything  of  his  own,  he  will  feek 
it  more  in  God.  When  all  the  ftreams  are  dried 
up,  he  will  get  nearer  to  the  fountain  head,  and 
live  more  upon  it.  This  is  the  portion  of  the 
Lord's  people,  and  the  inheritance  of  all  his 
faints.  And  in  this  view  indwelling  fin  is  made 
the  means  of  promoting  their 

Holiness.  They  fee  their  continual  need  of 
Chrift.  They  can  do  nothing  without  him;  But 
believing  their  onenefs  with  him,  they  defire  to 
improve  it  in  experience.  Every  thing  they  do 
keeps  them  fenfible  of  their  fins  and  wants,  and 
fliews  them  the  neceflity  of  living  by  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  God.  This  is  true  humility.  The 
more  they  are  humbled,  the  more  they  receive 
out  of  the  fulnefs  of  Jefus  :  for  he  giveth  more 
grace— more,  to  produce  nearer  fellowfliip  with 
him  in  his  death,  whereby  fin  will  be  more  dead, 
and  in  his  refurrection,  whereby  the  foul  will  be 
more  alive  to  God.  So  that  the  humbleft  be- 
liever is  the  neareft  to  God,  and  is  the  fafeft, 
happieft,  and  holieft  of  all  the  men  upon  earth  : 
Becaufe  he  has  mod  fellowfliip  with  God.  He 
dwells  in  God,  and  God  in  him.  Meditate,  O 
my  foul,  upon  this  ufe  of  the  crofs.  Is  fin  in 
thee  ?  Dofl:  thou  feel  it,  and  art  thou  fighting 

againlt 


WALK   OF    FAITH.  IT3 

againft  it  ?  And  does  not  this  humble  thee?  Art 
thou  freely  forgiven  all  trefpafles,  indwelling  fin 
among  the  reft"?  Doft  thou  know  that  thou  art 
a  faved  (inner — a  brand  plucked  out  of  hell  ? 
And  does  not  this  humble  thee  ?  I  fee  reafon 
enough  to  be  humbled,  but  I  feel  pride  in  me 
lulling  againft  humility.  O  my  precious  Jefus, 
humble  me  under  thy  mighty  hand.  To  thee  I 
look  for  all  my  falvation.  Lord,  fave  me  from 
pride.  Thou  haft  made  me  willing  to  be  taught 
of  thee  to  be  meek  and  lowly,  and  I  come  to 
thee  praying,  that  the  difciple  may  be  as  his 
mafter.  O  let  me  drink  deep  into  thy  Spirit.  In 
every  day's  warfare  againft  my  corruptions,  cit- 
able me  to  renounce  myfelf,  that  I  may  find 
thou  art  carrying  both  me  and  my  crofs.  Keep 
me  humbled  at  thy  feet,  that  thou  mayeft  exalt 
me  in  due  time.  I  pray  to  thee,  my  precious 
Saviour,  for  this  grace,  to  mine  eternal  humbling, 
and  to  thine  eternal  exaltation.  In  life  and 
death,  and  for  evermore  I  hope  to  glory  only  in 
the  Lord,  and  to  triumph  in  the  God  of  my  fal- 
vation. 

Thus  the  believer  learns  to  walk  humbly  under 
the  inward  crofs.  He  is  brought  to  truft  all  in 
the  Saviour's  hand.  Daily  he  difcovers  more  of 
the  ruins  of  the  fall,  which  lead  him  to  frefh  dis- 
coveries of  the  perfect  falvation  in  Jefus.  If  he 
attend  to  what  is  palling  in  his  own  breaft,  he 
finds  his. need  of  a  Saviour  every  moment  and  for 

every 
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every  thing, by  which  means  he  grows  in  grace  and 
in  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus 
his  Lord.  He  learns  to  put  no  confidence  in  the 
flefh,  but  to  rejoice  only  in  his  completenefs  in 
Jefus,  from  whom  all  his  comforts  and  vi&orics 
are  received.  Thus  while  felf  is  laid  low,  the 
Saviour  is  exalted,  and  his  perfect  work  is  more 
depended  on.  The  believer  by  hope  and  love 
attains  more  delightful  communion  with  his 
•God.  Indwelling  fin  is  his  crofs,  but  he  bears 
it,  looking  unto  Jefus :  from  whom  he  receives 
ftrength  to  go  on,  yea  to  run  the  race  fet  before 
him.  By  faith  he  fees  in  Jefus  the  corruption  of 
his  nature  condemned  and  dead  in  law  :  he  be- 
holds himfelf  freed  from  this,  as  well  as  from  his 
other  fins.  Guilt  is  the  moil  galling  part  of  this 
crofs ;  but  when  guilt  is  thus  removed  from  the 
confeience,  then  the  crofs  grows  light.  When 
taken  up  in  faith  and  carried  in  love  to  the 
almighty  Saviour,  then  it  does  not  Hop  the  be- 
liever in  his  fellowfliip  with  Jefus,  or  in  his  happy 
walk  with  him.  Glory  be  to  thee,  my  Lord,  of 
this  I  have  fome  experience.  Yes,  precious 
Jefus,  I  know  the  infinite  value  of  that  facrifice, 
which  put  away  fin.  I  blefs  thee  for  that  offer- 
ing, which  perfects  for  ever.  Interefted  in  it,  I 
would  not  dillrufh  my  completenefs  in  thee. 
Through  thy  holy  nature,  I  expect  to  be  renewed 
after  thy  likenefs.  The  fountain  for  cleanfing 
from  the  filth  of  fin  (lands  open :  in  it  I  daily 
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•vvafh  my  fpotted  foul.  In  thy  divine  righteouf- 
nefs  I  fee  the  law  and  juftice  of  the  Father  infi- 
nitely honored  by  juftifying  me,  and  dealing  with 
me,  as  perfectly  righteous.  Complete  in  thee  I 
am.  In  thy  work  fmifhed  upon  earth  I  am  per- 
fect, and  am  reprefented  as  fuch  by  thee  in 
heaven.  I  believe  thou  appeared  there  as  my 
divine  interceffor,  bearing  my  name  upon  thy 
moulders  and  upon  thy  breaft  with  a  glory  be- 
yond all  the  precious  (tones  in  the  world.  Omy 
bleffcd  Jefus,  increafe  this  faith.  Lead  me  from 
faith  to  faith  ;  that  while  I  am  travelling  heaven- 
wards mine  eye  and  my  heart  may  be  more  fimply 
fixed  upon  thee.  Come  thou  glorifier  of  the 
Saviour,  and  difcover  to  me  more  of  the  finful- 
nefs  of  fm,  and  of  my  need  of  his  falvation. 
Holy  Spirit,  teach  me  in  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  in- 
dwelling fin  to  trull  wholly  to  the  offering  of  the 
body  of  Jefus.  O  lead  me  to  his  crofs,  there  to 
fee  all  my  fins  nailed,  crucified  with  him,  dead 
in  his  death,  buried  in  his  grave  :  in  this  faith 
•ftrengthen  me  mightily  to  refift  and  to  conquer 
my  corruptions.  Enable  me  to  experience  the 
power  of  his  crofs,  that  I  may  feel  fin  weakened 
in  the  love  and  in  the  practice  of  it.  Almighty 
Spirit,  in  my  daily  warfare  I  find  no  ftrength  lefs 
than  thine  can  make  me  conqueror :  and  therein 
thou  haft  caufed  me  to  put  my  truft.  Awake, 
awake,  put  on  ftrength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord  ; 
awake  as  in  the  antient  days  in  the  generations 
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of  old  :  Art  thou  not  it  that  cut  the  pride  of  na- 
ture to  pieces,  and  wounded  the  old  dragon  ? 
O  my  God,  magnify  thine  arm  in  fubduing  every 
fin.  Thou  feeft  my  naked  heart,  and  its  fighings 
are  not  hid  from  thee.  My  corruptions  are  in- 
deed my  crofs :  and  they  would  have  been  a  fore 
burden  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear,  if  the  curfe 
had  not  been  taken  out  of  them.  But  Hill  par- 
doned as  they  are,  yet  in  this  tabernacle  I  do 
groan  being  burdened.  I  believe  the  day  is 
coming  when  I  fhall  have  perfect  and  eternal 
freedom  from  fin  and  forrow.  The  fir  ft  fruits  of 
this  only  make  me  long  the  more  for  the  bleffed 
harveft.  But  1  defire  to  wait  in  hope,  bearing 
my  crofs,  till  thy  will  be  done.  O  Lord  make 
me  willing  to  refift,  give  me  power  to  overcome 
indwelling  fin,  till  the  clay  of  redemption,  and 
mortality  be  fwallowed  up  of  life.  Hear  me, 
my  good  God,  and  anfwer  me  for  thy  name's 
lake,  to  the  glory  of  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit, 
the  three  in  one  Jehovah,  to  Vvhom  my  heart 
now  bows  in  worfhip,  and  my  foul  hopes  foon 
to  join  the  fong  of  never  ceafing  praife.  Amen* 
and  /linen. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

The  believer  fights  the  good  fight  of  faith  and  goes 
forth  conquering  and  to  conquer. 

"WHEN  the  believer  has  been  difciplined 
under  the  crofs,  and  has  learned  to  bear  it  with 
patience,  the  Captain  of  his  falvation  has  other 
exercifes  for  him.  He  has  chofen  him  to  be  a 
foldier,  and  he  intends  to  teach  him  to  endure 
hardnefs.  His  life  in  Chrift  is  one  continued 
battle,  not  only  againft  flefh  and  blood,  but  alfo 
againft  principalities  and  powers  of  earth  and 
hell :  He  cannot  difcovcr  their  ftratagems,  nor 
overcome  their  aflaults,  but  by  being  ftrong  in 
the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  His  warfare  is 
therefore  to  be  carried  on  entirely  by  faith.  The 
principles  before  laid  down  muft  be  brought  into 
ufe.  What  the  fpirit  of  God  had  difcovered  to 
him  of  his  falvation  in  Jefus  is  to  be  tried  in 
every  battle,  and  if  it  be  maintained,  it  will  be 
improved.  If  he  hold  fall  the  confidence  of  his 
faith,  he  will  behave  like  a  good  foldier.  If  he 
always. take  up  arms  in  abfolute  dependence  on 
the  divine  General  to  give  him  courage,  to  order 
h  im  how  to  attack  his  enemies,  to  beftow  ftrcngth 
upon  him  daily  to  refift  them,  then  victory  will 
be  certain  :  Yea  he  will  be  invincible,  while  he 
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ftands  ltrong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  his 
might.  He  will  meditate  upon  the  principles, 
which  lie  had  been  taught  of  God,  and  will  find 
peace  in  his  own  confcience  and  joy  in  his  heart 
by  bringing  them  into  daily  experience.  His 
believing  views  of  the  warfare  to  which  he  is 

called  will  be  fuch  as  thefe  

I  am  through  fovereign  grace  called  to  fight 
under  the  banner  of  Jefus — He  has  not  left  me 
to  fight  as  uncertainly,  but  he  has  conquered  all 
mine  enemies  for  me,  and  he  has  undertaken  to 
conquer  them  all  in  me.  It  is  true,  I  am  weak, 
but  my  Redeemer  is  ftrong,  the  Lord  of  hods  is 
his  name.  He  has  faved  me  from  my  fins,  from 
the  ftiame  and  pain  of  them,  from  the  wicked 
one,  and  the  wicked  world,  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  and  from  the  wrath  of  God.  He  has 
given  me  a  divine  righteoufnefs  for  my  jullifica- 
tiorr,  and  in  it  I  am  accepted  before  the  throne  : 
He  has  put  it  upon  rhe  for  ornament  and  defence' 
— it  is  a  garment  of  falvation — which  cannot  be 
loll  upon  earth,  and  which  will  ihine  with  never- 
fading  beauty  in  heaven.  The  Father  is  per- 
fectly reconciled,  and  loves  me  with  a  love  that 
paflfes  knowledge.  I  believe  it.  God  is  on  my 
fide  :  I  need  not  fear  what  any  enemy  can  do 
unto  me.  lie  has  taken  me  into  his  protection 
By  his  allwife  counfel  I  am  guided  ;  by  his  al- 
mighty arm  I  am  defended.  My  battles  are  the 
Lord's.    Indeed  mine  enemies  art  many,  and 

they 
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they  are  too  cunning  and  too  mighty  for  m.e. 
But  -why  do  they  now  fight  againft  me  ?  Is  it 
not,  becaufe  God  is  my  friend?  They  hate  me, 
becaufe  he  loves  me.  While  I  lived  in  friend- 
ihip  with  them,  and  was  at  war  with  God,  they 
were  always  trying  to  make  me  happy.  But 
ever  fince  I  fled  to  Jefus  for  refuge,  and  fought 
redemption  in  his  blood,  they  have  taken  up 
arms  againft  me  :  And  they  have  raged  more 
furioufly  fince  I  was  enabled  to  believe  in  him. 
But  I  have  no  reafon  to  fear  their  oppofition. 
With  them  is  an  arm  of  flefh,  but  with  me  is 
the  Lord  my  God  to  help  me,  and  to  fight  my 
battles.  I  may  therefore  go  to  my  daily  warfare 
in  faith,  regarding  the  commands,  waiting  for 
the  fulfilling  of  the  promifes  of  my  God,  and 
relying  upon  the  provifion,  which  he  has  made 
for  my  prefent  and  for  mine  eternal  victory. 

Arc  thy  meditations,  O  my  foul,  like  thefe 
upon  the  Chriftian  warfare?  Examine  thyfelf. 
If  thou  art  at  peace  with  God,  thou  muft  expect 
war.  It  is  unavoidable.  If  it  be  in  thy  heart 
to  pleafe  him  who  hath  chofen  thee  to  be  a 
foldier,  then  all  the  powers  of  wickednefs  will 
be  in  arms.  Night  and  day  with  never  ceafing 
rage  they  will  purfue  thee.  Deep  laid  plans 
will  be  formed,  and  fierce  affaults  will  be  made 
againft  thy  true  happinefs.  They  will  be  attempt  - 
ing, fo  long  as  thou  art  in  the  world,  by  fome 
cunning  or  force  to  draw  thee  from  thy  God. 

'•  Thy 
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Thy  life  from  henceforth  is  to  be  one  continued 
battle.  Thy  victory  depends  every  moment  upon 
holding  faft  thy  confidence  in  God:  And  there- 
fore thou  muft  bring  the  principles  of  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift  into  exercife.  Thou  haft  feen  how 
neceffary  they  are  for  every  ftep  of  thy  walk, 
and  thou  wilt  find  them  equally  neceffary  for 
every  part  of  thy  warfare.  This  is  a  leading 
truth — Thine  enemies  are  God's  enemies.  Once 
tbou  didft  join  with  them,  and  waft  on  their 
fide  fighting  againft  God,  but  he  has  faved  thee 
from  the  guilt  of  thy  rebellion.  In  free  love  he 
chofe  thee  in  his  Son,  and  in  fovereign  mercy 
gave  him  for  thee.  The  Son  rejoiced  to  do  his 
Father's  will  for  thy  falvation  :  He  did  it  in  his 
life  :  He  fuffered  it  in  his  death.  The  ever  glo- 
rious work  is  finifhed.  And  it  has  been  given 
thee  on  the  behalf  of  Chrift  to  believe.  The 
Lord  the  Spirit  has  fatisfied  thy  confcience,  and 
has  comforted  thy  heart  with  the  knowledge  of 
this  perfect,  falvation.  The  Father  is  thy  Father 
in  Jefus — thine  by  his  own  free  gift — thine  by 
his  own  unchangeable  purpofe— and  now  thine 
by  thy  free  choice.  He  has  made  thee  willing 
in  the  day  of  his  power  to  take  him  for  thy  God. 
He  is  perfectly  reconciled  unto  thee  in  his  Son  : 
And  fhould  not  this  perfectly  reconcile  thee  to 
him  ?  His  love  to  thee  is  wonderful  in  all  its 
properties,  in  its  rife  and  origin,  and  in  its  free 
and  full  communication  of  every  covenant  blefs- 
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/ing  :  And  does  not  the  belief  of  this  engage  thy 
heart  in  love  to  God  ?  Doft  thou  not  love  him 
for  his  love  to  thee,  and  is  it  not  thy  daily 
prayer,  that  thy  love  may  abound  yet  more  and 
more  ?  Has  not  the  fenfc  of  this  peace  and  love 
been  improved  in  thy  daily  walk  with  him  ?  Haft 
thou  not  found  the  truth,  and  enjoyed  the  com- 
fort of  thefe  graces  in  thine  experience  ?  O  fear 
not  then,  finee  God  is  on  thy  fide — fear  not,  O 
my  foul,  to  go  to  war  with  any  enemy,  who 
would  rob  thee  of  the  peace  of  God  in  thy  con- 
fcience,  or  of  the  love  of  God  in  thy  heart. 
This  is  the  defign  of.  all  thofe  who  fight  againft 
thee.  They  want  to  ihake  thy  confidence  in 
God,  and  fo  to  draw  thee  from  .  him.  They 
know,  they  cannot  fuCcced,  while  thou  (landed 
flrong  in  the  Lord,  trufting  to  his  being  thy  re- 
conciled God,  and  loving  Father.  O  keep  this 
truft  in  him,  as  the  apple  of  thine  eye— bind  it 
continually  to  thy  heart  in  love— and  fight  for  it 
as  for  thy  precious  life.  Be  affured,  no  enemies 
can  prevail  againft  thee,  until  they  have  firft 
overcome  thy  faith  :  becaufe  while  thou  makeft 
God  thy  refuge  and  ftrength,  his  almighty  arm 
will  be  thy  defence.  Be  not  afraid,  fays  he,  I 
am  with  thec,  and  I  will  keep  thee  by  my  power 
through  faith  unto  falvation. 

In  this  warfare*  it  is  the  chief  bufmefs  of  the 
believer  to  have  refpect  to  the  orders  given  him. 
He  is  entirely  to  depend  on  the  Captain  of  his 
.   Vox.  II.  1  falvation. 
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falvation.  What  has  he  faid,  O  my  foul,  to  en- 
courage thee  to  go  to  battle  without  fear  r  Mind 
his  defcription— it  is  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  in  which  thou  art  engaged.  By  faith 
thou  art  to  attack  thy  foes  :  by  faith  alone  thou 
can  ft  conquer  them:  and  faith  muft  have  his 

Commands,  or  elfe  it  can  have  no  lawful 
warrant  to  fight,  and  no  juft  ground  to  expeft 
victory.  Indeed  if  he  had  fpoken  nothing,  there 
could  have  been  no  faith:  for  his  word  comes 
firft — it  is  fpoken — it  is  heard — and  then  faith 
comes  by  hearing.  Look  well  then  to  his 
word.  Study  it  carefully.  If  thou  obey  it 
aright,  thou  art  absolutely  fafe  in  the  hotteft 
battle,  and  thy  viciory  is  as  certain,  as  if  the 
crown  was  already  upon  thy  head.  Thefe  are 
"  his  ftanding  orders — Fear  thou  not,  for  I  am 
f*  with  thee:  be  not  afraid,  for  I  am  thy  God,  I 
«  will  ftrengthen  thee,  yea  I  will  help  thee,  yea  I 
ff  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my 
P  righteoufnefs.  Behold  all  they  that  were  in- 
"  cenfed  againft  thee  (hall  be  aflianied  and  con- 
"  founded :  they  mall  be  as  nothing,  and  they 
*'  that  ftrive  with  thee  fhall  perifli.  Thou  (halt 
V  feek  them,  and  (halt  net  find  them,  even  them 
"  that  contended  with  thee :  they  that  war 
"  againft  thee  (hall  be  as  nothing,  and  as  a  thing 
"  of  nought :  for  the  Lord  thy  God  will  hold 
"  thy  right  hand,  faying  unto  thee— fear  not,  I 
"  will  help  thee.    Fear  not  thou  worm  Jacob, 

"  and 
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n  and  ye  men  of  Ifrael :  I  will  help  thee,  faith 
"  the  Lord,  and  thy  Redeemer  the  holy  One  of 
"  Ifrael."  Are  thefe  indeed  the  words  of  God? 
Does  he  command  poor  worms,  weak  and  de- 
fencelefs,  to  go  to  war  without  fear  ?  Does  he 
encourage  them  to  look  up  to  his  arm,  promiiing 
to  be  on  their  fide  ?  Yes,  the  Lord  of  hofts 
fights  for  them.  All  their  enemies  are  his,  and 
therefore  they  mayfafely  truft,  and  not  be  afraid. 
O  my  foul,  read  carefully,  read  again  and  again, 
mark  and  inwardly  digeft  every  word  of  this  di- 
vine command  ;  and  in  obedience  to  it  expe£t 
his  help.  Face  thine  enemies,  whoever  they 
be,  with  holy  boldnefs :  For  God  is  with  thee. 
He  has  undertaken  to  fight  thy  battles.  Look  at 
this  fcripture.  Canft  thou  meditate  on  it,  and 
yet  be  afraid  ?  Of  whom,  or  of  what  ?  O  vile 
unbelieving  fear  !  Beg  of  God  to  fave  thee  from 
it.  Honor  the  Captain  of  thy  falvation.  Truft: 
him.  Doubt  not  but  thou  art  as  fafe,  obeying 
his  orders,  and  expecting  his  help,  as  almighty 
power  can  make  thee.  Obferve  the  courage  of 
one  of  thy  fellow  foldiers.  Obferve  his  victory 
... «  When  I  cry  unto  thee,  then  fliall  mine  ene- 
"  mies  be  turned  back  :  this  I  know,  for  God  is 
"  on  my  fide.  In  God  will  I  praife  his  word  j 
"  in  the  Lord  will  I  praife  his  word:  in  God 
"  have  I  put  my  truft,  I  will  not  be  afraid  what 
*f  man  can  do  unto  me."  The  enemies  of  Da- 
vid came  to  fwallow  him  up,  but  he  encouraged 
I  2  hrmfelf 
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himfelf  in  the  Lord  his  God.  He  attended  to  h'i$ 
orders.  He  considered  the  word  which  was- 
fpoken  to  him.  He  depended  upon  it,  and  had 
reafon  to  praife  God  for  his  faithfulnefs  :  for  God 
fulfilled  it  unto  him.    There  was  in  it  a 

Promise,  as  well  as  a  command— do  this— 
and  I  will  be  with  thee.  The  promife  is  always 
made  good  to  them  who  keep  the  command  in 
faith.  The  one  is  our  divine  warrant  to  fight, 
the  other  is  our  encouragement  to  fight  in  cer- 
'tain  hopes  of  viclory.  Attend,  O  my  foul,  to 
the  promife,  and  fear  not  the  accomplishment  of 
it—"  In  rigbteoufnefs  (halt  thou  be  eftablilhed  ; ' 
"  thou  (halt  be  far  from  oppreffion,  for  thou. 
"  malt  not  fear,  and  from  terror,  for  it  fliall  not 
"  come  near  thee.  Behold,  they  fhall  furely 
"  gather  together,  but  not  by  me:  whofoever 
"  fhall  gather  together  againft  thee,  fliall  fall 
"  for  thy  fake.    Behold,  .1  have  created  the 

fmith  that  bloweth  the  coals  in  the  fire,  and 
"  that  bringeth  forth  an  inftrumcnt  for  his  work, 
'?  and  I  have  created  the  wafter  to  deftroy.  No 
"  weapon  that  is  formed  againft  thee  fhall  prof- 
"  per, and  every  tongue  that  fliall  rife  in  judgment 

againft  thee,  thou  fnalt  condemn.  This  is  the 
"  heritage  of  the  fervants  of  the  Lord,  and  their 
"  rigbteoufnefs  is  of  me,  faith  the  Lord."  Thou 
art  here  forewarned  of  thine  enemies:  they  JJuill 
gather  againft  thee.  But  the  Lord  is  not  with 
them.  He  is  thy  defender  and  mighty  deliverer, 
4  and 
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hod  he  will  bring  all  oppofition  to  nought  for  thy 
fake.  However  numerous  their  hofts  may  be, 
vet  they  fliall  fall.  Whatever  weapons  of  war 
they  may  form,  vet  none  of  them  fliall  profper. 
This  is  the  certain  heritage  of  all  believers. 
Their  righteoufnefs  and  their  ftrength  is  of  me, 
faith  the  Lord— I  will  fight  their  battles,  and  I 
will  never  leave  them  nor  forfake  them  :  I  will 
make  them  daily  conquerors,  and  behold  the 
days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  perform 
that  good  thing  which  I  have  promifed  them, 
J  will  make  them  more  than  conquerors. 

Is  this,  O  my  foul,  the  infallible  word  of  pro- 
inife?  Has  the  Lord  of  hofts  undertaken  to  ftand 
by  his  people  ?  Has  he  engaged  to  lead  them 
out  to  war  by  his  wifdom,  to  defend  them  in 
battle  by  his  power,  and  to  give  them  eternal 
victory  to  the  praife  of  his  own  grace  ?  O  what 
motives  are  thefe  to  ftrengthen  thy  heart  and 
thy  hands.  What  haft  thou  rcafon  to  fear,  fince 
the  almighty  is  on  thy  fide  ?  The  battle  is  his. 
If  hofts  of  enemies  oppofe,  yet  following  his 
orders,  and  trufting  to  his  ftrength,  thy  victory 
is  infallibly  fure  :  For  then  thou'wilt  fight  againft 
them  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might,  and  thou  wilt  be  invincible 

In  the  whole  armor  of  god.  This  ar- 
mor is  the  provifion,  which  God  has  made  for 
the  fafety  of  his  foldicrs.  He  puts  it  on  them, 
and  he  keeps  it  on  them.    It  is  a  whole  armor, 

a  complete 
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a  complete  defence  from  head  to  foot.    In  great 
mercy  their  God,  who  provided  it,  has  revealed 
to  them  the  ufe  of  every  part.    In  the  fixth  of 
the  Ephefians  the  apoftie  has  described  it  at 
large.    He  fuppofes  them  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  chriftian  doctrines,  and  to  have  walked  in 
the  comfort  of  them,  and  he  calls  upon  them  to 
bring  them  into  practice  in  their  daily  warfare. 
"  It  only  remains  my  brethren,  fays  he,  that  ye  be 
<c  ftrong  in  the  Lord,"  for  no  ftrength  lefs  than 
his  can  keep  you,  "  and  in  the  might  of  what 
**  he  is  able  to  do" — by  faith  relying  upon  his 
promife,  and  trufting  to  his  power,  "  putting 
on  the  whole   armor  of  God,"  that  being 
ftrengthened  mightily  by  the  Spirit  in  the  inner 
man,  ye  may  be  preferved  dependent  upon  the 
Lord,  and  enabled  to  engage  in  his  ftrength, 
and  to  conquer  to  his  glory.    Unlefs  you  thus 
rely  upon  his  word  and  arm,  you  will  not  be 
able  to  ftand  againft  the  wiles  of  the  devil ;  for 
we  wreftle  not  only  againft  flefh  and  blood,  but 
alfo  againft  principalities,  againft  powers,  againft 
the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world;  againft 
fpiritual  wickednefs  in  high  places  :  therefore 
take  unto  you  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  ye 
may  be  enabled  to  withftand  in  the  evil  day 
againft   the  combined   legions  of  earth  and 
hell,  and  after  ye  have  done  all  to  ftand  con- 
querors in  the  field  of  battle,  when  your  enemies 
are  driven  out  of  it.    Stand  therefore  having  your 

loins 
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loins  girt  about  with  truth— this  is  the  firft  grace 
in  ufe— 

Saving  knowledge;  which  the  holy  Spirit 
teaches.  He  guides  believers  into  all  truth  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  falvation.  As  the  military  girdle 
went  round  the  loins,  and  bound  all  the  armor 
together,  fo  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  as  it  is 
in  Jefus,  binds  together  all  the  graces.  It  is  of 
the  eflence  of  every  one  of  them — it  is  light  in 
the  understanding  to  difcovcr  what  they  are,  that 
they  may  be  received  into  the  heart  in  love,  and 
that  in  obeying  the  truth  their  influence  may 
operate  upon  the  life  and  converfation.  When 
a  man  is  thus  taught  of  God,  then  he  fees  his 
need  of  the  breaft-plate  of  righteoufnefs,  and  he 
puts  it  on,  namely  the 

Imputed  righteousness  of  the  God-man. 
The  breaft-plate  was  armor  for  the  vita!  parts — 
fo  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift — it  is  a  perfect 
protection  from  every  ftroke  of  every  enemy.  He 
that  wears  it  upon  his  heart,  believing  in  the  life 
and  death  of  Immanuel,  has  armor  proof  againft 
all  weapons.  If  the  ftrength  of  his  adverfaries 
could  be  collected  into  one  arm,  which  was  to 
ftrike  one  mighty  blow,  his  breaft-plate  would 
ward  it  off.  The  armor  of  God  could  not  be 
hurt.  The  fpldier  with  it  on  cannot  perilh,  but 
fliall  have  everlafting  life.  Therefore  covered 
with  this  invincible  breaft-plate  he  may  face  the 
ftputeft  foes,  and  attack  them  without  fear.  He 

may 
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may  march  on  Undaunted,  «  having  his  feet 
**  mod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of 
"  peace." 

Peace  with  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  is 
another  grace  of  the  Spirit,  which  mightily 
ftrengthens  the  inner  man.  Whoever  fees  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  believes  it,  will  difco- 
ver  God  to  be  at  peace  with  him,  perfectly  re- 
conciled to  him  in  Jefus,  and  who  out  of  his 
fatherly  love  will  over-rule  all  things  for  his  good. 
In  the  fenfe  of  this  he  may  go  on  with  holy  bold- 
nefs,  as  the  foldier  did  with  his  greaves  on.  When 
his  feet  and  legs  were  armed  with  them  he  was 
not  afraid  of  thorns  or  briers,  of  rough  roads  or 
fharp  fpikes.  In  like  manner  the  peace,  which 
the  gofpel  brings,  carries  the  Chriftian  foldier 
fearlefs  through  difficulties.  He  will  march  on 
conquering,  if  he  keep  on  his  greaves.  If  he 
maintain  peace  with  God  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
he  will  not  be  ftopt  bv  war,  or  trouble,  or  temp- 
tation. But  he  muft  remember,  that  to  every 
piece  of  armor  faith  is  cflentially  necefiary — the 
girdle  is  good  for  nothing  without  the  belief  of 
the  truth — the  breaft-plate  is  no  defence  with- 
out faith  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  our  Saviour 
—the  greaves  are  no  more  than  if  the  feet  were 
covered  with  a  bit  of  thin  gauze,  unlefs  faith  be 
mixed  with  the  gofpel:  "  Therefore  to  all 
"  these  take  tire  mield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye 
"  Mi  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of 

"  the 
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W  4he  wicked  one."  What  excellent  things  are 
here  fpoken  of 

Faith,  as  a  grace  of  the  holy  Spirit  !  When 
they  ufed  to  fight  with  bows  and  arrows,  the  fol- 
dier  could  hold  up  his  fhield  and  keep  himfelf 
fafc  :  fo  the  Chriftian  foldier,  if  the  fiery  darts  of 
fatan  fly  thick  about  him,  by  faith  will  quench 
them  all.  He  has  much  combufrible  within  him, 
and  one  fpark  would  fet  him  in  a  flame,  if  ho 
had  not  his  fhield  :  but  armed  with  it  and  op- 
pofing  it  to  the  arrows  of  the  wicked  one,  he 
may  lift  up  his  head  with  joy  :  "  For  he  has  the 
"  helmet  of  falvation"  upon  it.  The  grace  here 
meant  is 

Hope,  and  it  is  fitly  compared  to  an  helmed, 
which  was  armor  for  the  head,  and  a  defence  for 
all  the  fenfes  which  are  feated  in  the  head.  It 
is  called  the  helmet  of  salvation,  becaufe  it 
always  saves.  It  never  can  be  deftroyed. 
None  of  the  fenfes  of  the  fpiritual  man  can  pe- 
rifh  in  this  warfare  :  and  therefore  it  is  a  hope 
that  maketh  not  afliamed.  Hope  with  its  helmet 
on  fears  no  blows.  It  can  truly  fay,  I  am  com- 
manded to  be  ftrong  and  of  good  courage,  not 
to  be  afraid  or  difmayed :  for  the  Lord  my  God 
is  with  me,  whithcrfoever  I  go.  Trufting  to  this 
command,  hope  is  in  wars  and  fightings  full  of 
glory  and  immortality.  The  Lord's  orders  to 
march  forward  are  the  ground  of  hope:  and  this 
f implies  him  with  a  weapon,  which  none  of  his 

enemies 
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enemies  can  withftand,  even  the  fword  of  the 
Spirit,  "  which  is  the 

Word  of  God."  The  fcripture  is  called  a 
fword — (an  offenfive  weapon — and  it  is  the  only- 
one,  which  the  chriftian  foldier  has — all  the  reft 
being  for  his  defence)  becaufe  it  is  mighty 
through  the  Spirit  working  by  it  to  cut  off  all 
oppofcrs.  Our  Lord  in  combat  with  the  old 
ferpent  defeated  him  with  this  fword.  And  the 
noble  army  of  his  followers,  now  crowned  in 
glory,  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  by  the  word  of  their  tejiimony — they  held  fa  ft 
their  confidence  in  the  word,  and  with  it,  as 
with  a  two  edged  fword  they  (lev/  the  old  dragon, 
and  gained  eternal  victory  over  him.  Fight 
againfl  him,  O  my  foul,  with  the  fame  weapon. 
Keep  the  fword  in  thy  hand.  Thou  wilt  ftand 
in  need  of  it  every  moment  againft  that  fubtle 
foe.  The  word  is  the  means  of  overcoming  the 
devil,  and  it  is  mighty  through  God,  when  heard 
and  read  in  faith,  and  inwardly  digefted  by 
prayer.  The  belt  foldier  in  the  Lord's  army  is. 
beft  acquainted  with  the  neceffity  of  prayer  :  he 
not  only  believes  what  God  fays  of  his  armor, 
but  he  alfo  depends  upon  him  for  the  daily  ex- 
perience of  it :  and  therefore  when  he  has  put 
his  armor  on,  in  the 

Prayer  of  faith  he  calls  upon  the  Captain 
of  his  falvation  for  orders,  courage,  ftrength, 
victory,  and  every  thing  needful—"  Praying  al- 

"  ways 
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•*  ways  with  all  prayer  and  fupplication  in  the 
"  Spirit,  and  watching  thereunto  with  all  perfe- 
"  verance."  O  my  God,  teach  me  thus  to  pray. 
I  would  depend  on  thee,  and  exprefs  my  depen- 
dence without  ceafing :  for  I  am  fcnfible  that 
without  thee  I  can  do  nothing.  Although  thou 
haft  chofen  me  to  be  a  foldier,  yet  I  have  neither 
counfel  nor  ftrength  for  war.  My  fooliih  heart 
]oves  eafe :  it  would  have  the  crown,  but  it 
would  be  excufed  driving  lawfully  for  it.  I  find 
nothing  in  myfelf  that  difpofes  me  to  endure  the 
hardfliip  of  the  chriftian  warfare.  My  whole 
truft  therefore  is  in  thee  Jefus,  my  Lord,  and  my 
God.  Thou  haft  called  me  to  the  battle:  thou 
muft  fit  me  for  it,  keep  me  in  it,  and  make  me 
conqueror.  All  is  of  thee.  The  whole  armor  of 
God,  which  I  have  received,  the  faving  know- 
ledge, the  rightcoufnefs  and  the  peace,  that 
precious  faith  and  glorious  hope,  that  fure 
word,  wherein  thou  haft  caufed  me  to  put  my 
truft— thefe  are  the  gifts  of  thy  grace  :  and  on 
thee,  my  Jefus,  I  entirely  depend  for  the  right 
ufe  of  them.  Thou  muft  ftill  cover  my  head  irt 
the  day  of  battle.  Mine  eyes  arc  lifted  up  to 
thee,  my  hopes  centre  in  thee,  from  whom  alone 
cometh  all  my  falvation.  O  Lord  of  hofts,  keep 
me  in  this  fimple  dependence  upon  thy  word  and 
arm,  that  I  may  exercife  thy  graces  in  fighting 
thy  battles :  and  if  thou  art  plcafed  to  give  me 
daily  victory,  I  may  be  willing  to  return  thee  all 
glory.    O  faithful  promife-kceping  God,  ftand 

by 
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by.  mc,  and  enable  me  to  hold  out,  till  I  finifh 
my  courfc  with  joy,  and  my  warfare  being  ended, 
I  may  blefs  thee  for  evermore  for  that  peace, 
which  paffeth  all  underftanding.  O  grant  me 
this  for  thy  mercies  fake.  Amen. 

If  this  be  thy  dependence,  if  thou  art  ftanding 
in  the  Lord's  ftrength,  and  trufting  entirely  to 
his  armor,  then  confider,  O  my  foul,  thy  fafety 
in  every  battle.  If  thou  go  to  war,  calling  upon 
thy  God  to  be  with  thee,  and  to  give  thee  vic- 
tory, then  victory  is  certain.  Thou  canft  not  be 
conquered,  if  thou  fight  in  faith,  relying  upon 
the  orders  of  thy  General,  expecting  his  promifed 
help,  and  waiting  for  it  in  prayer,  trufting  to  the 
armor,  which  he  has  put  upon  thee.  Is  this  then 
thy  defence  ?  Doft  thou  pray  always — begin  the 
good  light — carry  it  on — and  end  it,  with  the 
prayer  of  faith  ?  Bleffed  be  his  holy  name,  fmce 
this  is  in  fome  meafure  thy  cafe  :  go  on  in  his 
ftrength,  and  fear  not  to  fight  his  battles,  who 
hath  chofen  thee  to  be  a  foldicr.  Be  of  good 
courage,  and  he  fhall  ftrengthen  thy  heart.  The 
more  bold  thou  art  in  thy  faith,  the  ftronger  fhalt 
thou  be  in  thy  warfare:  for  whatever  thou  haft 
courage  to  do  at  his  command,  thou  fhalt  perform 
in  his  ftrength.  And  why  fhould  a  doubt  arife? 
Haft  thou  forgotten,  that  the  great  decifive  battle 
has  been  fought  and  won.  Immanuel  ftood  up, 
the  great  champion  for  his  people.  The  almighty 
warrior  entered  the  lifts  with  their  enemies,  and 
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hc  conquered  all  their  hofts.  He  triumphed 
over  fatan  and  the  world,  over  fin  and  death  ; 
and  he  led  captivity  captive.  Remember,  he 
calls  upon  thee  to  (hare  in  his  victory,  by  faith 
to  partake  with  him  of  the  fpoils,  and  to  keep 
the  vanquifhed  enemies  daily  under  thy  feet.  He 
has  made  them  his  footftool,  and  he  will  make 
them  thine.  This  is  thy  warfare.  And  what 
haft  thou  to  fear  in  it  ?  What  hurt  can  a  dead 
man  do  thee  ?  If  he  has  a  gun  charged  in.  lais 
hand  he  cannot  fire  it.  He  is  not  able  to  ftir  a 
finger.  No  more  able  is  any  adverfary  to  deftroy 
thee.  Whilft  thou  art  trailing  to  the  complete 
victory  of  Jcfus,  thou  wilt  daily  lhare  with  him 
in  it.  And  the  more  fimple  thy  truft  is  in  him, 
the  greater  conqueft  will  he  give  thee,  becaufe 
he  will  then  receive  from  thee  greater  glory. 
How  fliould  this  confideration  infpire  thee  with 
courage — it  is  for  his  glory  that  thou  fhouldft 
conquer.  Thy  God  commands  thee  to  fight  on 
his  fide,  promifes  to  afiift  thee,  has  provided 
invincible  armor,  and  has  in  his  own  perfon  en- 
gaged and  defeated  every  enemy,  againft  whom 
thou  art  to  fight ;  and  therefore  he  requires  thee 
in  obedience  to  his  orders,  depending  on  his 
promifes  and  armor,  to  bring  him  glory  by  con- 
quering in  his  ftrength.  O  my  foul,  haft  thou 
not  a  zeal  to  promote  the  honor  of  thy  Saviour  ? 
Is  not  his  fame  and  renown  very  near  thy  heart  ? 
Doft  thou  not  think  it  a  privilege  to  be  any  ways 
inftrumental  in  exalting  his  great  name  ?  Yes, 

Lord, 
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Lord,  thou  haft  made  me  willing  to  glorify  thee. 
Thou  art  my  lawful  king,  and  I  defire  to  honor 
ihcc  by  following  thine  orders,  fighting  thy 
battles,  and  relying  entirely  upon  thy  promifcs. 
I  would  not  queftion  thy  faithfulnefs  to  them, 
lior  fear  any  enemy  againft  whom  tbou  haft  com- 
manded me  to  fight.  I  would  not  doubt  of  thy 
ftrength  to  carry  me  through  the  battle,  or  to 
give  me  the  promifed  victory.  In  this  faith  I 
conduct  my  warfare,  and  I  would  have  all  my 
fuccefs  to  bring  frefh  glory  to  thee.  I  know 
that  the  courage,  which  I  have  in  the  field  of 
battle,  is  not  from  nature,  but  from  grace.  It 
arifes  from  the  belief  that  I  am  armed  with  the 
whole  armor  of  God,  and  that  the  enemies 
againft  whom  I  fight  are  his  as  well  as  mine — 
his — whom  he  conquered  for  me — and  is  now 
conquering  in  me— and  all  to  his  own  praife.  From 
hence,  Lord,  arifes  my  fure  and  certain  hope  of 
victory.  I  ground  it  on  thy  word.  I  fight  in  faith. 
I  truft  to  thy  complete  victory,  and  now  I  am 
Jharing  in  it.  My  daily  victories  are  only  the 
fruit  and  effect  of  thine.  O  my  almighty  Jefus, 
give  me  grace  to  afcribe  all  the  glory  to  thee. 
It  is  thy  due.  Make  me  willing  to  give  it 
thee  for  the  victories  obtained  for  me,  and  in 
me.  O  keep  me  by  thine  almighty  power 
through  faith,  till  I  have  fought  the  good  fight 
and  won  the  prize.  Grant  me  this,  bleffed  king 
of  faints,  to  thine  eternal  honor  and  glory.  Amen. 

i  '  CHAP. 
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The  believer  marches  on  fighting  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  and  daily  gains  viclory  over  the  zvorld. 

THE  world  fignifies  the  vifible  frame  of  na- 
ture ;  not  the  earth  only,  but  alfo  the  prefent 
conftitution  of  the  univerfe  of  animate  and  ina- 
nimate beings  :  All  which  were  created  good  at 
firfl:,  but  through  the  fin  of  man,  and  the  juft 
fentence  of  God,  are  now  fubjecl  to  vanity. 

The  world  is  become  a  great  enemy  to  fallen 
man  :  Becaufe  it  is  always  prefenting  fomething 
to  his  fenfes,  which  is  a  temptation  to  fin.  It 
keeps  him  from  God  by  its  flatteries,  promifing 
to  make  him  ^happy  in  its  enjoyments.  It  fets 
them  before  him.  He  looks,  and  loves.  He 
gives  his  heart  a  willing  facrifice  to  the  world, 
and  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  entirely  influenced  by 
its  hopes  and  fears. 

While  man  was  innocent,  every  object  raifcd 
in  him  fome  fpiritual  idea,  and  thereby  led  him 
to  contemplate  and  adore  the  great  Creator  in 
his  works  :  But  upon  the  fall  he  loft  this  ufe  of 
natural  objects:  They  did  not  as  they  ftruck  upon 
the  fenfes,  excite  correfpondent  ideas  in  the  mind: 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe  the  man  was  alienated  from  the  life  or 
God  through  the  ignorance  that  was  in  him. 
His  underftanding  was  in  darknefs  :  He  could 
not  fee  the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God  ;  neither 
indeed  could  he  know  them  for  want  of  fpiri- 
tual  difcernment.  Being  thus  deprived  of  the 
image  and  likcnefs  of  God  in  knowledge,  having 
no  will  but  the  will  of  the  flefh,  and  his  heart 
being  at  enmity  with  God,  he  finks  into  com- 
munion with  the  creature.  His.  very  mind  is 
carnal.  His  affections  are  earthly.  His  purfuit3 
are  after  temporal  things.'  His  enjoyments  are 
in  the  delights  of  fenfe.  In  thisTtate  he  lives 
a  mere  animal  life  without  God  in  the  world. 

Indeed  he  has  within  him  an  immortal  fduU 
but  it  is  apofrate.  It  is  fallen  from  God,  and 
has  no  more  communion  with  him  by  nature, 
than  the  devil  has.  The  law  has  condemned  it 
to  death — The  foul  that  fir.neth  it  fhall  die— and 
it  is  already  fpiritually  dead  to  God,  being  as 
incapable  of  quickening  itfelf  as  a  dead  corpfe 
is.  Therefore  it  cannot  attain  of  itfelf  any  true 
knowledge  of  God,  or  have  any  real  fellowfhip 
with  the  things  of  God.  While  fallen  man  is  in 
this  ftate,  his  earthly  and  fenfual  appetites  take 
the  lead  ;  and  all  the  light  in  his  mind,  and  the 
defires  of  his  heart  only  difpofe  him  to  feck  for 
their  prefent  gratification.  Outward  objects 
offer  themfelves  to  him ;  they  make  an  impref- 
iion  upon  his  fenfes,  and  fometimes  acl  upon 

them 
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them  very  forcibly,  foliciting  and  enticing  to  the 
enjoyment  of  fome  fancied  good,  and  fo  long  as 
he  continues  an  unrcgeneratc  man,  thefe  temp- 
tations prevail,  and  keep  him  from  God.  He 
does  not  fee  God  in  outward  objects.  He  does 
not  love  God  for  them.  He  does  not  enjoy  them 
-to  the  glory  of  God.  God  is  not  in  all  his 
thoughts. 

Man  has  been  called  a  microcofm.  He  is  fo 
wonderfully  made,  that  the  whole  creation  comes 
under  the  obfervation  of  fome  of  his  fenfes.  His 
-eye,  by  means  of  light,  can  difcover  the  form 
and  furface  of  all  objects.  The  ear  takes  in  all 
founds.  The  nofe  perceives  all  vapours  and 
fmells.  The  palate  taftes  all  forts  of  fluids.  All 
forts  of  folids  come  under  the  fenfe  of  feeling, 
which  is  in  every  part  of  the  body,  for  the  bene- 
fit and  prefervation  of  the  whole.  Thus  every 
object  in  the  univerfe  is  fitted  to  act  upon  fome 
of  the  fenfes,  and  was  intended  by  the  Creator, 
to  excite  fome  Spiritual  idea.  But  this  ufe  was 
loft  by  the  fall.  The  impreffion  made  by  out- 
ward objects  does  not  raife  up  the  mind  to  God, 
and  excite  adoration  and  praife,  but  keeps  the 
heart  from  him,  and  affords  a  continual  tempta- 
tion to  live  to  the  world,  and  to  the  things  of 
it.  Whatever  is  prefented  to  the  eye,  to  the 
car,  &c.  can  ftir  up  and  bring  forth  evil.  And 
actually  does,  according  to  the  fcripture  :  For 
"  the  whole  world  (as  fallen  from  God)  lieth  in 

Vol.  II.  K  «  wicked- 
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"  wickcdnefs,"  and  is  at  enmity  with  him  ;  and 
therefore  believers  arc  commanded—"  Love  ye 
"  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  arc  in 
"  the  world  ;  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the 
"  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him  :  For  all  that 
'*  is  in  the  world,  the  luft  of  the  flelh,  and  the 
"  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not 
"  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world."  Mind, 
All  that  is  in  the  world  is  the  means  of  feeding 
fome  luft :  For  which  reafon  the  apoftle  calls  it — 
"  this  prefent  evil  world"— evil,  becaufe  of  fin, 
and  becaufe  of  its  temptations  to  keep  the  heart 
in  love  with  it,  and  to  fliut  out  the  love  of  the 
Father. 

How  awfully  folemn  are  thefe  fcriptures ! 
What  ftrict  examination,  O  my  foul,  fhould 
they  put  thee  upon  !  Search,  and  try  thyfelf  by 
them ;  and  fee  whether  thou  art  faved  from  the 
love  of  the  world.  It  is  a  blefled  part  of  re- 
demption, and  it  is  one  of  the  brighteft  jewels 
in  the  Redeemer's  crown.  How  infinitely  glo- 
rious is  this  character — "  Jefus  Chrift  gave  him- 
felf  for  our  fins,  that  he  might  deliver  us  from 
this  prefent  evil  world."  This  deliverance  is 
worthy  of  God.  We  had  finned  by  loving  this 
prefent  evil  world,  and  he  came  to  fave  us  from 
our  fins :  It  ruled  over  our  hearts  and  lives,  and 
kept  us  under  its  tyranny,  and  he  came  to  de- 
liver us  from  the  love  and  from  the  power  of  it. 
Thrice  happy  are  they,  for  whom  he  thus  gave 

himfelf. 
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himfelf.  O  my  foul,  read  and  ftudy  the  ever- 
lafting  honors  of  this  great  victory,  and  fee, 
whether  thou  art  indeed  a  partaker  of  them. 
Jehovah  was  made  fleth  for  his  people,  and  as 
their  divine  furety  came  to  conquer  their  ene- 
mies, the  worid  among  the  reft.  He  was  in 
their  nature  to  enter  into  open  war  with  it,  and 
to  overcome  every  temptation,  by  which  it  had 
drawn  Adam  or  any  of  his  defcendents  from 
God.  Thus  he  was  to  conquer  the  world  for 
them  ;  and  then  by  his  Spirit  he  was  to  conquer 
it  in  them.  He  begun  the  battle  with  his  firft 
breath,  and  every  moment  of  his  life  he  was 
victorious.  The  world  has  its  fnares  for  every 
age  and  ftate,  but  he  fell  into  none  of  them. 
His  hands  were  clean,  His  heart  was  pure.  He 
never  lift  up  his  foul  to  vanity.  He  was  in  his 
infancy  the  holy  child  Jefus  :  And  he  grew  in 
wifdom  and  Mature.  When  he  was  twelve  years 
old  he  was  wifer  than  his  teachers  ;  For  he  fat 
in  the  midft  of  the  doctors  both  hearing  them, 
and  afking  them  queftions  :  And  all  that  heard 
him  were  aftoniflied  at  his  underftanding  and 
anfwers.  His  delight  was  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  his  law  did  he  meditate  day  and 
night — He  faw  things  as  they  are  there  defcribed 
in  their  true  nature.  The  world  could  not  im- 
pofe  upon  him.  He  lived  above  its  offers  of 
good.  And  he  feared  not  the  worft  of  its  threat- 
ened evils.  When  he  begun  his  miniftry  he 
K  2  fought 
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fought  a  pitcht battle 5  and  became  an  eternal  con- 
queror :  The  prince  of  this  world  was  permitted 
to  try  every  object  by  which  the  luft  of  the  flefh, 
the  luft  of  the  eyes,  or  the  pride  of  life,had  feduccd 
mankind.  They  were  prefented  to  Chrift  in  their 
richeftdrefs.  The  beauty,  the  pleafure,  the  ho- 
nor, and  riches  of  the  world  were  fet  before  him 
in  all  their  glory.  But  they  made  no  impreflion. 
They  did  not  darken  his  underftanding,  nor  in- 
fluence his  heart,  nor  provoke  any  fenfual  appe- 
tite. He  rejected  every  pleafing  offer:  He  with- 
ftood  every  flattering  allurement.  Thus  he  con- 
quered the  world  ;  but  not  for  himfelf.  His 
victory  over  all  its  temptations  was  for  his  people. 
He  accounted  their  enemies  his.  He  fought 
their  battles.  He  conquered,  as  a  king  for  his 
fubjecls.  And  he  gives  them  to  fhare  with  him 
in  his  triumph,  when  they  believe  in  him:  for 
thus  he  encourages  them— "Thcfe  things  have  I 
"  fpoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have 
**  peace,  in  the  world  ye  fhall  have  tribulation  -r 
"  but  be  of  good  courage,  I  have  overcome 
"  the  wotilix"  The  world  is  your  enemy. 
It  had  you  in  bondage,  and  you  could  not  freer 
yourfclves:  therefore  I  came  in  your  nature, 
God  manifeft  in  the  flefli,  to  conquer  it  for  you  ; 
and  I  have  obtained  a  perfect  conqueft.  When 
I  have  proclaimed  it  to  your  confcicnces,  and  par- 
doned your  idolatrous  attachment  to  the  world-- 
ivhen  i  n-  me1  yehave  found  pcace,yet  ftill  the  world 
c  wilt 
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will  be  your  enemy.  Becaufe  I  have  chofen  yoa 
out  of  it,  therefore  it  will  hate  you.  My  peace 
will  occalion  and  increafe  your  tribulation  in  it 
But  fear  not.  Remember  it  is  a  vanquished  foe. 
Attack  it  in  my  ftrength,  as  partakers  of  my 
victory.  Fight  againft  it,  and  treat  it,  as  under 
my  feet  and  made  my  footftool.  Whenever  it 
tempts  you,  depend  abfolutely  upon  my  con- 
quer!, and  you  will  find  my  grace  almighty  to 
crucify  the  world  to  you,  and  you  to  it. 

How  animating  are  tbefe  words  !  with  what 
courage  fhould  they  infpire  the  Chriflian  foldier! 
although  the  world  be  his  enemy,  yet  it  cannot 
conquer  him,  and  rob  him  of  his  crown.  The 
main  battle  has  been  -fought,  the  victory  is  gain- 
ed, and  the  conqueror  is  already  crowned  in  the 
name  and  perfon  of  all  the  redeemed.  By  faith 
he  gives  them  their  fliare  in  his  victory,  as  it  is 
written—"  Whatfoever  is  born  of  God  over- 
'*  cometh  the  world,  and  this  is  the  victory  that 
*'  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith."  Every 
perfon  who  is  born  again  by  the  Spirit  has  a  new 
nature  fpiritual  and  heavenly,  and  has  new  fenfes 
to  exercife  about  fpiritual  things.  His  renewed 
faculties  are  formed  for  heavenly  things,  as  his 
bodily  fenfes  are  for  material.  By  faith  he  fees 
a  better  world  than  this,  and  furveys  its  beauties 
and  glories.  He  has  ears  to  hear  the  joyful  found 
of  gofpel  grace,  and  to  receive  it.  When  that 
came,  which  is  dear  and  precious  above  every 
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name,  is  preached,  it  is  to  him  as  ointment 
poured  forth  :  the  fweet  fmelling  favor  refrefhes 
his  heart  and  exhilarates  his  fpirits.  Then  he 
taftes  that  the  Lord  is  gracious— foretaftes  his 
heavenly  love,  and  as  truly  lays  hold  of  and  en- 
joys its  fpiritual  bleffings,  as  he  ever  did  of  any 
thing  material.  He  is  created  anew  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  not  only  that  he  may  know  thefe  things, 
but  may  alfo  partake  of  them—as  truly  now  by 
faith,  as  he  ever  will  by  fenfe :  And  the  more 
he  knows  and  the  more  he  partakes  of  them, 
the  more  will  he  be  delivered  from  this  prefent 
evil  world  :  "  For  this  is  the  victory  that  over- 
"  cometh  the  world,  even  our  faith."  By  faith 
we  fee  the  victory  of  Chrift,  and  reft  upon  it, 
and  the  more  fafely  we  put  our  truft  and  confi- 
dence in  it,  the  more  fellowfhip  we  fhall  have 
with  him  in  its  fruits—more  wifdom  to  fee  the 
vanity  of  the  world,  as  he  faw  it— more  grace  to 
deliver  us  from  the  love  of  it— and  more  ftrength 
to  fubdue  its  temptations.  Thefe  are  fome  of 
the  happy  effects  of  his  conquefts,  which  he  left 
us  to  enjoy  here,  as  pledges  of  our  being  one 
day  what  he  now  is.  He  is  more  than  con- 
queror, fo  fhall  we  be  through  him  that  loveth 
us.  As  our  faith  increafes  we  fhall  fhare  more 
with  him,  and  triumph  more  over  the  fmiles  and 
the  frowns  of  the  world. 

Since  this  is  the  only  way  to  conquer  the 
World,  art  thou,  O  my  foul,  conquering  it  in 

this 
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this  way,  and  haft  thou  faith  in  the  vi&ory 
of  Jefus  ?  Doft  thou  depend  on  him  for  the 
pardon  of  thy  former  love  of  the  world,  and 
for  the  crucifying  the  love  of  it  in  thy  heart  ? 
Art  thou  relying  upon  his  victorious  grace  to 
make  thee  a  daily  conqueror  over  all  its  tempta- 
tions r  Examine  thy  warfare,  and  fee  whether  it 
be  carried  on  according  to  the  fcripture  rule,  and 
with  the  promifed  fuccefs.  Look  at  fome  of 
the  Lord's  champions.  Survey  the  triumphs  of 
Mofes,  and  remember  the  Lord's  hand  is  not 
fliortened — "  By  faith  Mofes  when  he  was 
"  come  to  years  refufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of 
"  Pharoah's  daughter,  choofing  rather  to  fuffer 
"  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  en- 
"  joy  the  pleafures  of  fin  for  a  feafon,  efteeming 
"  the  reproach  of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  the 
"  treafures  of  Egypt :  for  he  had  refpeSt  unto 
"  the  recompence  of  the  reward."  How  great 
was  this  faith  !  how  glorious  its  victories  !  It 
was  a  divine  grace,  and  exercifed  by  a  divine 
operation — mighty  through  God.  By  it  Mofes 
faw  the  reality  of  heavenly  things :  by  it  he  tafted 
their  fweetnefs,  enjoyed  their  bleflednefs,  and  had 
a  hope  full  of  glory  and  immortality.  The  world 
made  him  its  higheft  offers,  but  he  rejected  them. 
His  eye  was  kept  fingle,  his  heart  chafte  towards 
his  God.  The  honor  of  Pharaoh's  alliance  he 
defpifed.  He  preferred  affliction  with  the  peo- 
ple of  God  to  the  pleafures  of  fin.  He  embraced 
3  reproach, 
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reproach,  when  it  came  on  him  for  following 
ChrilT,  and  he  efteemed  it  beyond  all  the  trea- 
fures  of  Egypt.  He  faw  the  vanity  and  emp*i- 
nefs  of  earthly  enjoyments,  and  he  trampled  up- 
on them,  having  refpect  to  the  recompence  of 
reward.  Thus  he  was  crucified  to  the  world. 
What  ah  exalted  character !  There  is  no  fuch 
hero  in  the  records  of  prophane  hiftorv,  but 
than'-:  God  there  are  great  numbers  in  facred, 
who  followed  the  fteps  of  his  faith.  Every  foldicr 
of  Chrift  Jefus  is  called  to  war  againft  the  world, 
and  every  good  foldicr  is  a  daily  conqueror. 
The  world  is  always  prefent,  and  has  its  temp- 
tations ready  to  flop  him,  but  he  meets  them 
ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his 
might,  truiling  to  the  whole  armor  of  God. 
Then  vicrory  is  certain.  And  in  order  that  the 
Lord  may  have  all  the  glory,  he  will  keep  him 
fighting  and  praying  in  this  manner— 

This  world  is  not  my  portion.  My  happinefs 
does  not  confill  in  loving  and  enjoying  the  things 
of  it.  It  is  an  evil  world--it  lieth  in  wickednefs 
—Satan  has  his  feat  and  throne  in  it — and  it  is 
condemned  to  fire.  Thank  God,  mine  eyes  are 
open  to  fee  a  betterAvorld  than  this,  and  I  am 
travelling  to  it.  I  believe  it  was  the  purpofe 
and  will  of  the  eternal  Three  to  choofe  me  to  be 
an  heir  of  the  world  to  come.  Glory  be  to  the 
Father  for  his  free  choice,  and  for  all  the  bleff- 
ings  of  his  love.    Glory  be  to  the  co-equal  Son, 
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for  his  complete  and  everlaftingly  perfect  falva* 
tion.  Glory  be  to  the  eternal  Spirit,  to  whom  J 
am  indebted,  for  what  I  believe  of  the  Son's 
ibh  ation,  and  for  what  I  have  experienced  of 
the  Father's  love.  On  thee,  O  God  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  I  place  my  dependence  for  carrying  on  the 
work  which  thou  haft  begun.  I  would  be  guided 
by  thy  counfel  every  ftep  of  my  walk,  and 
flrengthened  by  thee  for  every  part  of  my  war» 
fare.  Keep  me  in  the  right  way,  and  make  me 
conqueror  over  all  the  enemies  who  would  flop 
me  in  it,  or  turn  me  out  of  it  j  efpecially  deliver 
me  from  this  prefent  evil  world.  While  I  am 
going  through  it  to  a  better,  prcferve  my  heart 
from  the  love  of  it.  O  my  God,  give  me  a 
Granger's  temper,  and  a  pilgrim's  frame.  Let  me 
live  as  a  fojourner  here  below,  that  the  good 
things  I  meet  with  on  my  journey  may  not  tempt 
me  to  make  this  my  reft,  1  and  the  evil  things  I 
meet  with  may  not  lead  me  to  fret  and  murmur, 
as  if  God  was  not  my  Father,  and  his  heaven 
my  home.  O  thou  divine  teacher,  fhew  me 
daily  the  glory  of  my  Saviour's  victory  over  the 
world,  that  I  may  fhare  with  him  in  it ;  and  en- 
able me  to  go  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer 
in  his  ftrength,  and  to  his  praife.  Help  me  to 
look  upon  the  world,  and  to  treat  it,  as  he  did, 
that  feeling  the  emptinefs  of  its  offered  happi- 
nefs,  I  may  with  a  fingle  heart  cleave  to  my 
father  in  Jefus,  and  may  be  faved  from  the  fpirit 

of 
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of  the  world.  Keep  me  waiting  for  my  appoint- 
ed time,  fitting  quite  loofe  and  free  to  the  things 
about  me— And  let  heavenly  and  eternal  things 
"be  always  prefent  to  my  faith,  in  their  reality 
and  bleffednefs,  that  I  may  grow  more  alive  to 
them,  and  more  dead  to  every  thing  elfe.  Pre- 
ferve  my  heart,  O  my  gracious  God,  that  it  may 
be  flmple  with  thee,  when  I  am  in  my  worldly 
bufinefs.  Enable  me  to  caft  all  my  cares  and 
burdens  on  thee,  believing  thou  careft  for  me. 
O  daily  crucify  the  world  to  mc,  and  me  to  it, 
that  when  its  offers  ftand  in  competition  with  thy 
love,  I  may  have  grace  to  reject  them.  In  this 
holy  war  carry  me  on  glorifying  him  who  hath 
called  me  to  be  a  foldier.  Grant  me  this  for  Jc~ 
fus  fake,  Amen,  and  Amen, 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

The  believer  marches  on  refifting  and  overcoming  the 
wiles  and  the  ajfaults  of  the  tempter. 

SaTAN  is  a  continual  adverfary.  He  rebelled 
againft  the  fovereign  will  of  the  moft  high  in 
heaven,  and  was  caft  out.  As  foon  as  man  was 
formed,  he  began  to  tempt  him  to  rebel  againft 
God,  and  he  fucceeded.  Ever  fince  the  revela- 
tion was  made  of  the  divine  purpofe  to  redeem 
fmners,  he  has  fet  himfelf  up  againft  it,  and  with 
impotent  rage  oppofed  it.  He  is  always  trying 
to  hinder  finners  from  coming  to  the  Saviour, 
and  when  they  are  come  to  him,  to  hinder  them 
from  living  by  faith  upon  his  fulnefs.  On  the 
fide  of  fatan  are  principalities  and  powers,  com- 
bined armies  and  united  legions  of  apoftate  fpi- 
rits — formidable  to  man  for  their  number — more 
fo  for  their  fubtlety  and  cunning — they  have 
ftratagems  and  wiles,  depths  of  flcill  to  deceive 
— in  which  they  are  fo  fuccefsful  that  they  have 
deceived  the  whole  world.  Their  courage  is 
defperate.  They  fear  nothing  :  for  they  were 
mad  enough  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  Al- 
mighty. No  wonder  then  that  they  mould  be 
.unwearied  in  their  attacks  againft  man.  They 

arc 
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are  always  upon  the  watch — ready  as  one  temp- 
tation fails  to  prefent  another.  Their  ftrengfh 
is  very  great — they  are  called  principalities  and 
powers—rulers  and  princes— yea  the  god  of  this 
world :  becaufe  they  work,  as  they  pleafe,  in 
the  children  of  difobedienee  ;  whom  they  keep 
fo  faft  bound  in  the  chains  of  fin,  that  no  human 
arm  can  break  them  afunder.  And  it  is  the  only 
joy  they  know— the  joy  of  hell— to  rivet  the 
chains  of  fin  upon  thofe  poor  captives,  till  they 
bind  them  in  evcrlafting  chains  of  darknefs. 

Thefe,  O  my  foul,  are  thine  enemies.  They 
had  drawn  thee  into  their  rebellion,  ar,d  they 
are  ftill  trying  to  draw  thee  into  their  torments. 
They  have  free  accefs  to  thy  fallen  nature. 
They  know  how  to  make  ufe  of  the  objects  in 
the  world  to  work  upon  thy  fenfes,  and  to  flir 
up  evil  thoughts.  They  have  fiery  darts  al- 
ways at  hand  to  throw  at  thy  faith,  and  reft  not 
night  and  day  in  attacking  thy  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs  in  Jcfus. 

Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  all  that  is 
within  me  blefs  his  holy  name  for  undertaking  to 
fave  thee  from  thofe  enemies.  The  love  of  the 
Father  gave  his  Son  to  be  the  woman's  feed — 
Jehovah  incarnate— for  his  people.  In  their  na- 
ture he  was  to  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent : 
his  cunning,  his  poifon,  and  all  his  power  to 
hurt,  lie  in  his  head  :  when  this  is  bruifed,  he  is 
defeated.    The  battle  to  be  fought  was  foretold, 

and 
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and  the  vi&ory  to  be  won  was  promifcd  to 
Adam  ;  and  by  faith  in  it,  he  and  all  the  re- 
deemed in  the  Old  Teftament  conquered  fatan. 
In  the  fulnefs  of  time  God  was  manifeft  in  the 
flefh  :  he  came  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil. 
Sin  is  his  great  work  ;  by  it  he  drew  man  from 
God,  and  by  it  he  keeps  man  from  God.  Im- 
manuel  begun  the  deftrucTion  of  the  works  of 
the  devil  by  taking  human  nature.  His  man- 
hood was  perfectly  holy — it  had  not,  it  could 
not  have,  any  fm  :  becaufe  God  was  in  Chrift. 

There  was  every  thing  in  his  holy  life,  which 
the  law  could  require.  He  obeyed  all  its  pre- 
cepts with  uninterrupted  conformity,  and  being 
co-equal  and  co-eternal  with  the  Father  his  obe- 
dience was  therefore  divine,  abfolutely  complete, 
and  infinitely  fufficient  to  juftify  for  ever.  He 
was  tempted  indeed,  but  he  overcame  every 
temptation.  He  defeated  fatan  in  all  his  at- 
tempts, infomuch  that  when  he  was  entering 
upon  the  laid  fcene  of  his  life,  he  could  declare 
< — K  The  prince  of  this  world  cometh,  and 
**  hath  nothing  in  me."  He  did  come,  and 
the  great  pitched  battle  was  fought  which  was 
to  decide  for  ever,  Whether  the  feed  of  the  wo- 
man, or  the  ferpent  mould  be  crowned  con- 
queror. The  battle  began  in  the  garden  of 
Gethfemane,  and  was  finifhed  upon  mount  Cal- 
vary.   Every  ftratagem  of  infernal  policy  was 

then 
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then  tried  :  every  affault  of  devilifh  malice  was 
exerted  againft  the  Captain  of  our  falvation  :  but 
he  conquered  them  all,  as  it  was  foretold—"  Thou 
"  {halt  tread  upon  the  lion  and  adder ;  the  young 
"  lion  and  the  dragon  fhalt  thou  trample  under 
"  thy  feet."  He  trod  upon  the  ferpent's  head, 
andcrufhed  it,  but  at  the  fame  time  the  ferpent 
bit  his  heel.  The  heel  is  his  loweft  part,  his  body 
< — this  fell  in  the  conflict:,  but  he  completed  his 
victory  by  the  lofs  of  his  life.  The  apoftle  fpeaks 
of  the  crofs,  upon  which  he  bled  and  died,  as 
the  great  fcene  of  this  engagement,  and  on 
which  he  vanquifhed  and  triumphed  for  ever 
over  the  powers  of  hell — having  fpoiled  principa- 
lities and  powers,  and  taken  away  all  their  ar- 
mor wherein  they  trufted,  he  made  a  fhew  of 
them  openly  triumphing  over  them  upon  the 
crofs,  leading  them  as  you  would  captives  in 
chains  ;  rebels  ftill,  but  unable  to  rob  the  Lord 
Chrift  of  the  glory  of  any  part  of  his  conqueft  : 
Thus  through  death  he  conquered  death,  and 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the 
devil.  O  bleffed  and  almighty  Jefus,  eternal 
thanks  are  due  to  thee  for  this  moft  glorious 
victory.  Satan  is  now  a  vanquifhed  foe.  He  is 
under  thy  feet,  thou  high  exalted  head  of  the 
redeemed.  Thou  haft  for  them,  and  in  their 
ftead  overcome  all  his  wiles  and  affaults.  He 
may  tempt,  but  he  cannot  conquer  them.  He 

has 
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has  no  right  to  accufe  them — thou  haft  made  an 
end  of  fin.  He  has  no  power  to  torment  them 
— thou  haft  brought  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs. 
He  cannot  pluck  them  out  of  thy  hands — they 
are  dear  to  thee,  and  kept  as  the  apple  of  thine 
eye.  Glory  be  to  thee,  thou  wilt  foon  bring 
them  out  of  the  reach  of  his  temptations,  and 
thou  wilt  be  to  them  an  eternal  and  infinitely 
perfect  Saviour. 

In  this  faith,  O  my  foul,  thou  art  called  upon 
to  take  up  arms  againft  the  old  ferpent.  Thou 
art  to  fight  againft  him  under  the  banner  of  Jesus 
—a  name  terrible  to  the  devil  and  his  angels. 
Trufting  to  the  victory  of  Jefus  for  thee,  and  to 
the  ftrength  of  Jefus  working  in  thee,  thou  art 
daily  to  bring  him  honor  and  renown.  How 
fafe,  how  blefled  is  fuch  a  warfare  !  Thou  haft 
the  wifdom  of  thy  God  and  Saviour  to  difcover 
to  thee  the  wiles  of  Satan.  Truft  to  it,  O  my 
foul.  Leave  thyfelf  fimply  to  his  direction;  and 
although  Satan  be  fubtle  and  cunning— although 
he  has  depths  of  policy,  and  plans  out  of  num- 
ber, yet  thou  fhalt  not  be  ignorant  of  his  devices. 
Thy  all-knowing  Saviour  will  detect  his  plots, 
and  turn  the  counfel  of  that  Ahitophel  into  folly. 
And  if  he  attack  thee  as  a  roaring  lion,  yet  fear 
him  not.  Thy  Redeemer  is  ftrong.  He  has 
bruifed  the  ferpent's  head ;  refift  him  in  faith, 
and  thou  fhalt  bruife  it  alfo.  Lean  on  the  arm 
of  thy  Jefus :  Depend  on  his  promifed  ftrength  : 

Follow 
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Follow  his  orders,  and  thou  fhalt  tread  Satan 
under  thy  feet  daily. 

But  above  all  remember,  that  thou  canft  onlv 
conquer  him  by  faith— by  faith  in  the  \i6lory  of 
Jefus,  built  upon  thy  faith  in  the  word  of  Jefus:  For 
thus  the  fcripture  teftiries  of  the  conquerors  now 
round  the  throne,  "  that  they  overcame  the  devil 
"  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the  word 
"  of  their  teftimony"— they  overcame  him  by  de- 
pending upon  the  atoning  blood,  and  by  trufting 
to  what  the  word  fays  of  its  all-fufficieiicy  to 
fave  ;  and  they  found  by  experience  the  promifed 
victory.  To  the  fame  effect  the  apoftle  Peter 
ftirs  up  believers  to  a  fobriety  in  the  ufe  of  all 
creature  comforts,  and  to  a  continual  watchful- 
nefs  againft  their  enemies,  in  order  that  they 
might  daily  conquer—"  Be  fober,  be  vigilant, 
"  becaufe  your  adverfary  the  devil,  as  a  roaring 
"  lion,  walketh  about,  feeking  who  he  may  de- 
B  vour:  whom  refill  stedfast  in  the  faith." 
This  brings  victory.  The  believer  relifts  the  de- 
vil, and  ftands  againft  him  iiediaitly  in  the  power 
of  Chrift.  This  power  is  almighty,  and  there- 
fore failh  relying  upon  it  infallibly  fecures 
victory.  The  devil  may  throw  his  fiery  darts 
thick  and  faft,  but  the  fhield  of  faith  is  proof 
againft  them.  It  is  able  through  God  to  quench 
them;  fo  that,  the  fire  of  temptation,  fhall  not 
inflame  the  foul.  How  precious  are  thefe  fcrip- 
tures!  How  encouraging  to  the  Chriftian  foldier ! 

they 
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they  promife  him  every  thing  needful  for  the 
battle,  and  for  viftory.  Why  then  fhouldft  thou 
doubt,  O  my  foul,  of  the  promifed  bleflings  ? 
Take  courage.  Fight  under  the  banner  of  Je- 
fus.  Keep  clofe  to  his  colours.  Follow  ftricily 
his  orders  :  And  he  will  keep  Satan  under  thy 
feet  to  day,  and  thou  malt  be  more  than  con- 
queror over  him  for  ever. 

Confidering  thy  war  with  Satan  in  this  light, 
what  is  there  in  it,  O  my  foul,  to  ftop  thee  in  thy 
way  to  heaven?  Thou  art  called  upon  to  fight 
againft  him,  but  then  it  is  in  the  Lord's  ftrength, 
and  as  a  partaker  of  his  conqueft.  He  made  all 
thine  enemies  his.  He  fought  thy  battles.  His 
triumph  is  thine.  Thou  mayeft  therefore  fing  of 
victory  before  every  battle.  Thou  doll  not  fight 
to  gain  the  pardon  of  thy  fins,  or  to  make  thyfelf 
righteous  ;  but  to  oppofe  thine  adverfary,  who 
would  draw  thee  into  fin,  and  if  he  could,  would 
rob  thee  of  thy  righteoufnefs.  He  hates  thee, 
becaufe  Chrift  loves  thee.  But  his  hatred  is  in 
vain.  Thy  Saviour  has  conquered  him  for  thee, 
and  by  faith  will  conquer  him  in  thee:  For  thou 
art  kept  by  his  almighty  power.  Trufting  to 
this,  go  forth  ftrong  in  the  Lord.  While  thou 
art  living  in  communion  with  him,  thy  warfare 
will  be  fuccefsful.  If  thou  attend  to  his  word, 
and  follow  his  orders,  he  will  encourage  thy 
heart,  and  ftrengthen  thy  hands  with  fuch  pro- 
mifes  as  thefe— 

Vol.  II.  L  I  have 
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I  have  chofen  thee  to  be  a  foldier,  and  I  fend 
thee  out  to  fight  againft  all  the  enemies  of  thy 
peace.  But  thou  doft  not  go  to  this  warfare  at 
thine  own  charges,  nor  carry  it  on  doubtful  of 
victory.  I  have  provided  every  thing  needful 
for  maintaining  the  battle,  and  for  bringing  thee 
off  conqueror.  Thou  flialt  find  much  profit  in 
this  holy  war.  It  will  be  the  means  of  keeping 
up  conftant  fellowfhip  with  me.  Thou  flialt  fee 
thy  need  of  coming  to  me  for  courage,  for  or- 
ders, for  ftrenglh ;  and  by  faith  thou  wilt  receive 
fenfible  experience  of  my  being  prefent  with 
thee,  and  on  thy  fide.  Only  truft  me,  and  thou 
fhalt  find  me  faithful  to  my  promife  of  help  and 
victory.  Go  forth  then  to  thy  daily  warfare,  and 
boldly  face  Satan.  Fear  him  not  in  the  leaft:  for 
that  would  betray  a  doubt  of  my  having  him 
under  my  feet,  or  of  my  putting  him  under  thine. 
Give  not  place  to  him  ;  no,  not  for  a  moment; 
but  rcfift  him,  and  continue  to  refill  him,  fted- 
faft  in  faith  and  prayer— trufting  to  my  promife 
and  depending  on  mine  arm.  Be  fober,  be  vi- 
gilant. Thus  oppofe  the  devil,  and  thou  wilt 
certainly  conquer  him.  And  having  conquered, 
fight  on.  In  the  fight  look  to  me  for  victory, 
having  obtained  it,  expect  a  frefh  battle,  and 
look  full  to  me  for  victory  :  And  thus  go  on 
conquering  and  to  conquer.  Thy  crown  is  in 
my  keeping.  As  fure  as  I  have  it  on  my  head, 
it  lhall  be  on  thine.    Thou  flialt  Toon  fit  down 

with 
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With  me  on  my  throne  a  crowned  conqueror  for 
evermore. 

Glory  be  to  thee,  my  precious  Jems,  for  thefe 
faithful  promifes,  in  which  thou  haft  caufed  me 
to  put  my  truft.  And  now,  Lord,  let  the  thing 
that  thou  haft  fpoken  concerning  thy  fervant  be 
eftabliflied,  and  do  as  thou  haft  faid.  Thou  haft 
put  it  into  my  heart  to  defire  to  be  a  good  fol- 
dier,  and  to  fight  thy  battles  againft  all  the  ene- 
mies of  thy  crown  and  dignity.  O  thou  glorious 
Captain  of  my  falvation,  arm  me  for  my  daily 
warfare  with  fatan.  He  is  too  cunning  for  me  ; 
O  my  God,  teach  me  his  devices.  He  is  too 
mighty  for  me,  but  the  feed  of  the  woman  hath 
bruifed  his  head ;  yes,  almighty  Jefus,  thou  haft 
deftroyed  the  devil  and  his  works.  I  believe  in 
thy  viftory.  O  let  me  partake  of  its  fruits,  and 
daily  bring  thee  honor  and  renown  by  my  victo- 
ries. Make  me  ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  that  I  may  not  fear  fatan  :  Send 
me  out  againft  him  armed  with  thine  invincible 
armor.  Strengthen  me,  O  my  God,  that  I  faint 
not  through  the  length  or  fharpnefs  of  the  bat- 
tle, but  enable  me  to  perfevere,  till  thou  dif- 
charge  me  from  the  war.  Thus  in  a  conftant 
dependence  upon  thee  would  I  fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  keeping  up  communion  with  thee 
in  every  battle,  and  growing  more  acquainted 
with  my  wants,  and  more -thankful  for  every 
L  2  fupply. 
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fupply.  O  my  loving  Jefus,  increafe  my  fel- 
lowfliip  with  thee.  I  defire  to  war  a  good  war-> 
fare,  and  every  thing  needful  for  it  is  from  thee. 
From  thy  fulnefs  I  expect  it,  and  when  I  receive 
it,  I  would  ufe  it  to  thy  glory.  Hear,  Lord, 
andanfwer  me  for  thy  mercies  fake.  Amen,  and 
Amen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Ihe  believer  kept  by  the  power  of  God  per/ever es  in 
his  ho/y  walk,  and  victorious  warfare. 

^\FTER  the  believer  has  made  a  great  pro- 
grefs  in  his  walk,  and  has  been  very  fuccefsful 
in  his  warfare,  yet  he  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of 
any  temptation.  He  is  (till  liable  to  be  flopped  in 
the  way  of  duty.  His  enemies  may  cheat  him 
by  fome  ftratagem,  or  gain  fome  advantage  over 
him  by  open  force.  While  he  is  attending  to 
thefe  things,  as  they  come  before  him  in  his 
daily  experience,  a  thought  will  often  arife — 

I  am  afraid  my  profeflion  will  at  laft  come  to 
nothing,  and  I  fliall  be  a  caft-away.  I  feel  fo 
much  corruption  working  in  my  duties,  and  my 
heart  is  fo  ready  to  revolt  and  to  turn  from  the 
Lord  in  every  battle,  that  I  cannot  help  being 
uneafy  about  my  final  flate.  How  can  I,  it  is 
not  in  me  to  hold  out  and  perfevere  againft  fo 
much  oppofition  from  within  and  without?  What 
fignifies  my  refolution  to  walk  forward,  or  to 
fight  for  an  uncertain  crown  ?  I  think  I  gain  no 
ground.  Mine  own  carnal  will  plagues  me,  and 
I  love  eafe  and  quiet,  as  much  as  ever.  My 
corruptions  feem  as  many,  and  mine  enemies  a* 
ftrong  as  they  were  :  One  day,  I  fear,  I  fliall 

perifh 
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perifli  by  their  hands.  My  heart  faints  at  the 
thought.  My  courage  fails  me.  O  wretched 
man  that  I  am,  Where,  to  whom  fhall  I  look  for 
ftrength  to  enable  me  to  hold  out  unto  the  end  ? 

No  believer  is  abfolutely  free  from  fuch  an 
attack  ;  and  there  are  feafons  very  favourable  to 
it.  If  his  mind  be  in  heavinefs  through  mani- 
fold temptations,  and  be  reafoning  legally  upon 
them.  If  he  be  under  the  hidings  of  the  Lord's 
countenance,  or  in  a  time  of  defertion.  If  he  be 
fallen  into  any  great  fin,  perhaps  his  old  befet- 
ting  fin;  if  the  guilt  of  it  be  upon  his  confeience, 
and  the  indignation  of  God  be  heavy  upon  him: 
Then  fuch  thoughts  find  eafy  admittance  ;  and  if 
they  be  indulged,"  they  greatly  diftrefs  the  be- 
liever :  for  they  dire£lly  aflault  his  faith,  and 
ftrike  at  the  very  being  of  his  hope.  As  thefe 
graces  are  weakened,  he  moves  flowly ;  and  If 
unbelief  prevail,  there  is  a  flop  put  to  his  pro- 
grefs  in  the  heavenly  road. 

Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  who  has 
made  ample  provifion  for  vi£torv  over  this  temp- 
tation. The  principles  before  infilled  on  are  now 
to  be  brought  into  practice.  Here  is  a  frefli  oc- 
cafion  to  try  their  power  and  influence,  and  to 
make  it  appear,  that  in  thefe  diflrefiing  circum- 
ftances  the  Father  has  given  his  children  good 
ground  to  rely  upon  his  unchangeable  love.  He 
*as  revealed  to  them  the  immutability  of  his 
counfel  and  of  his  oath,  that  when  they  have 
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fled  to  Jefus  for  refuge,  they  may  comfort  their 
hearts  and  fay — I  have  been  afraid  of  falling 
fiwav,  but  it  is  without  reafon :  for  I  have  ftil1 
immutable  things  to  truft  in—although  to  my 
fenfe  and  feeling  every  thing  feems  to  make 
againft  me,  yet  God  has  promifed  not  to  leave 
me  nor  forfake  me.  O  that  I  may  honor  his 
promife,  and  without  doubting  rely  upon  his 
faithful  arm  to  make  it  good. 

Confider  then,  O  my  foul,  the  principles  of 
the  doctrine  of  Chrift.  Review  them  carefully. 
Thou  fecft  what  influence  they  have  upon  every 
ftep  of  thy  walk,  and  how  mighty  they  are 
through  God  to  carry  thee  through  all  thy  diffi- 
culties. O  ftudy  then  the  perfect  freenefs  and 
the  abfolutc  fufnciency  of  the  falvation  of  Jefus. 
Read  and  mark  the  bonds  and  fecurities,  which 
a  faithful  God  has  given  thee  to  truft  in,  and  not 
to  be  afraid.  The  time  to  honor  them  raoft  is  to 
believe  them,  when  thou  haft  the  leaft  fenfible 
evidence  :  for  that  is  the  ftrongeft  faith.  If  thou 
canft  believe  upon  his  bare  word,  and  it  is  a 
very  good  warrant,  thy  feet  fhall  ftand  firm  upon 
the  rock,  and  thy  goings  fhall  be  well  ordered  : 
and  that  thou  mayeft  believe  this  in  the  hardeft 
trials  God  informs  thee,  that  thy  continuance  in 
grace  does  not  depend  on  thyfelf.  "  Thou 
"  ftandeft  by  faith" :  and  faith  fliould  direct 
thee  to  what  God  has  undertaken  and  has  pro- 
mifed to  do  for  thee.    He  would  have  thee  to 

place 
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place  the  confidence  of  thy  heart  upon  his  tried 
word,  which  is  a  never  failing  foundation,  and 
if  thou  waft  to  build  all  thy  hopes  of  perfever- 
ing upon  it,  it  would  quiet  thy  fears  and  com- 
fort thy  heart.  Thou  wouldft  then  fee  that  God 
has  not  left  thee  to  thyfelf  to  ftand  or  fall,  but 
has  engaged  never  to  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee. 
ile  has  declared,  he  will  not  turn  away  from 
thee  to  do  thee  good,  and  he  will  put  his  fear 
into  thy  heart,  and  thou  fhalt  not  turn  away 
from  him.  View  thy  cafe  in  this  comfortable 
light,  and  while  thou  art  confidering  the  fafety 
of  thy  perfevering,  as  revealed  in  fcripture  for 
the  ground  of  thy  faith,  may  every  promife  lead 
t>.ec  to  truft  more  in  God,  and  to  truft  lefs  to 
thyfelf,  and  then  the  fnare  which  was  laid  for 
thee  will  be  broken,  and  thou  wilt  be  delivered. 

But  take  heed  of  carrying  thine  opinions  to 
fcripture,  and  of  forcing  it  to  fpeak  for  them. 
Beware  of  that  common  miftake :  and  beware  of 
human  fyftems.  Pay  no  regard  to  men  or  names. 
Simply  attend  to  the  promifes  of  God  concerning 
thy  perfevering.  Thy  prefent  trial  has  convinc- 
ed thee,  that  thou  canft  not  depend  on  thy  own 
faithfulnefs :  this  therefore  is  the  time  to  learn 
practically  the  faithfulnefs  of  God,  and  to  im- 
prove thy  faith  in  it  from  fuch  fcripture  argu- 
ments, as  thefe. 

Firft  the  nature  of  the  divine  covenant,  which 
is  not  only  the  unchangeable  will  of  the  eternal 
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Three,  but  is  alfo  their  agreement  confirmed  by 
oath  concerning  the  heirs  of  promife. 

The  father  loved  them  as  his  children,  freely, 
with  an  everlafting  love  :  he  chofe  them,  and 
gave  them  to  his  Son  :  he  engaged  to  keep  them 
by  his  power  through  faith  unto  falvation. 

The  Son  accepted  them,  and  wrote  all  their 
names  in  his  book  (not  one  of  them  therefore 
can  be  loft)  he  undertook  to  be  made  man,  and 
to  live  and  die  for  them;  to  rife  from  the  dead,  to 
afcend,  and  to  intercede  for  them:  and  he  fitteth 
as  king  mediator  upon  the  throne,  till  every  one 
of  them  be  brought  to  glory. 

The  holy  Spirit  covenanted  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  purpofes  of  the  Father's  love,  and  to 
apply  the  bleilings  of  the  Son's  falvation.  He 
undertook  to  quicken  the  heirs  of  promife,  to 
call  them  effectually,  to  guide,  to  ftrengthen,  to 
fan&ify,  and  to  comfort  them  ;  yea  he  is  not  to 
leave  them,  till  the  number  of  the  elecl  be  per- 
fected. Therefore  he  abides  with  them  for 
ever. 

In  this  covenant  the  eternal  Three  have  un- 
dertaken for  every  heir  of  promife — to  do  all  for 
him,  and  all  in  him — for  the  means,  and  for  the 
end— fo  that  not  one  of  them  can  perifli :  for 
faithfulnefs  to  the  covenant  is  one  of  the  higheft 
honors  of  the  Godhead  :  "  I  am  Jehovah  your 
il  Alehim,  which  keepeth  covenant,  I  will 
w  ever  be  mindful  of  my  covenant — My  co- 
3  "  venant 
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"  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the 
«  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth."  What 
ftrong  confolation  is  there  in  thefe  words  !  Study 
them,  O  my  foul,  that  by  them  thy  faith  may  be 
eftabliflied,  and  they  may  do  thee  good,  like  a 
medicine. 

.  Thou  art  afraid  of  falling  away  ;  but  the  bleflf- 
td  Trinity  have  undertaken  to  hold  thee  up,  and 
their  covenant  engagements  are  to  be  the  ground 
of  thy  believing,  that  they  will  fulfill  what  they 
have  promifed.  Obferve  and  adore  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  ;  fee,  how  he  meets  thy  doubts  and 
anfwers  thine  objections — "  An  oath  for  confir- 
V  mation  is  among  men  an  end  of  all  ftrife  : 
"  wherein  God  willing  more  abundantly  to  fliew 
"  to  the  heirs  of  promife  the  immutability  of 
u  his  counfel  confirmed  it  by  an  oath :  that  by 
"  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  impof- 
"  fible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  a  ftrong 
"  confolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge"  to  Jefus. 
Thy  faith  fhould  run  parallel  with  this  promife, 
and  fhould  fafely  truft  as  far  as  it  warrants  thee  : 
now  it  gives  thee  fufhcient  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  thy  ftate  before  God  is  immutable,  and  that 
he  has  determined  thou  fhalt  not  fall  away  and 
perifh :  For  obferve 

Secondly,  His  defign  in  the  covenant.  He 
knew  thy  frame,  thine  infirmities,  and  thy  temp- 
tations, and  therefore  he  provided  the  covenant, 
and  promifed  the  bleffings  of  it  upon  oath,  for 

thy 
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thy  Jake— to  end  all  ftrife  in  thy  conscience— 
and  to  give  thee  ftrong  confolation.  This  was 
his  mind  and  will.  He  revealed  it  for  thee,  to 
fettle  thy  heart  in  believing,  and  to  adminifter 
to  thee  great  comfort.  Weigh  attentively  each 
of  thefe  particulars,  and  then  fay,  what  more 
could  have  been  done  to  fatisfy  thee  of  thine  im- 
mutable perfevering. 

"  But  thou  thinkeft,  "  Such  trials  as  thine  are 
"  uncommon,  and  perhaps  not  provided  for  in 
"  the  covenant,  and  therefore  it  can  be  no  dif- 
"  paragement  to  the  divine  faithfulnefs  if  thou 
"  thouldft  fall  away."  How  can  this  be,  fince 
the  everlafting  covenant  is  ordered  in  all 
things,  and  on  the  part  of  God  is  abfolutely 
sure — nothing  that  concerns  thee  is  left  out  of 
it — not  a  fingle  hair  of  thy  head — thy  trials  are 
all  appointed  and  ordered,  and  the  end  alfo 
which  they  are  to  anfwer. 

Perhaps  from  the  clear  evidence  of  the  divine 
record  thou  art  convinced  of  the  covenant  of 
God  to  fave  the  heirs  of  promife,  and  of  his  en- 
gaging to  keep  them  that  they  fhall  never  periih, 
but  thou  art  afraid  thou  art  not  in  the  covenant, 
nor  an  heir  of  promife.  From  whence  arife  thy 
fears  ?  From  fcripture  ?  No.  All  fcripture  is  on 
thy  iide.  Haft  thou  not  fled,  as  a  poor  tinner, 
to  Jefus  for  refuge?  Haft  thou  not  acknowledged 
his  divine  nature,  and  his  all-fulficient  work? 
And  though  thou  art  now  tempted  to  doubt,  yet 
4  fome 
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fome  faith  is  ftill  fighting  againft  unbelief?  Thefe 
are  covenant  bleflings.  O  look  up  then  to  Jefus 
— why  not  thy  Jefus  ?  But  however  look  to  him 
— keep  looking  on — and  he  will  give  thee  reafon 
to  be  afhamed  of  thy  doubts  and  fears. 

But  the  Lord  hides  himfelf  from  me,  and 
therefore  I  fear  I  am  not  in  his  favor.  This  ob- 
jection is  anfwered  in  the  charter  of  grace — I 

WILL    NOT    TURN    AWAY   FROM   DOING   THE  E 

good.  He  has  hid  his  face,  and  thou  art  troubled: 
this  trouble  is  for  good.  It  fhould  put  thee  upon 
inquiring  into  the  reafon  of  God's  hiding  him- 
felf. It  fhould  humble  thee,  and  fhould  exercife 
thy  faith  upon  fuch  a  fcripture  as  this — "  For  the 
"  iniquity  of  his  covetoufnefs  was  I  wroth  and 
"  fmote  him,  I  hid  me,  and  was  wroth,  and  he 
"  went  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his  heart :  I 
"  have  feen  his  ways  and  will  heal  him,  I  will 
"  lead  him  alfo  and  will  reftore  comforts  to  him 
"  and  to  his  mourners."  Although  he  hid  him- 
felf, yet  he  had  love  to  his  people — although  he 
fmote  them,  yet  it  was  a  fatherly  correction. 
But 

Thou  feareft,  God  not  onty  hides  his  face,  but 
has  alfo  quite  forfaken  thee  :  He  may,  as  to  thy 
fenfe  and  feeling,  but  not  as  to  his  own  purpofe, 
which  changeth  not.  Hear  how  he  fpeaks  to 
thee,  and  lilences  thy  doubts — "  For  a  fmall  mo- 
"  ment  have  I  forfaken  thee,  but  with  great 
"  mercies  will  I  gather  thee :  in  a  little  wrath  J 

«  hid 
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«•  hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a  moment,  but  with 
"  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee, 
"  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer."  How  gracious 
is  thy  God  !  What  infinite  mercy  is  it,  that  he 
Ihould  give  thee  fuch  promifes,  fo  fuited  to  the 
trials  of  thy  faith,  to  preferve  thee  under  them, 
and  to  bring  thee  out  of  them  !  Read  carefully, 
over  and  over  again,  thefe  promifes :  and  may 
every  reading  of  them  difperfe  the  cloud  of  un- 
belief, until  thy  foul  be  enlivened  with  the  light 
of  the  Lord's  loving  countenance. 

But  perhaps  thou  art  in  a  worfe  cafe,  as  to 
thine  own  apprehenfion  :  "  Thou  thinkeft  God 
is  incenfed  againft  me,  and  juftly — he  has  caft 
me  off,  and  I  can  expect  no  more  favor  at  his 
hand  :  once  indeed  I  thought  he  loved  me,  but 
I  have  fallen  into  a  great  fin — an  old,  befetting' 
fin — my  confeience  accufes  me  of  committing  it 
againft  light  and  conviction — it  is  a  foul  black 
fpot,  fuch  as  is  not  to  be  found  upon  the  chil- 
dren of  God." 

Thou  art  fallen  :  And  wilt  thou  lie  thete,  and 
not  be  raifed  up  again  ?  Thou  art  under  guilt : 
And  wilt  thou  nurfe  it,  and  add  fin  to  fin?  Ag- 
gravate the  finfulnefs  of  thy  fall,  as  much  as  thou 
wilt,  yet  thou  canft  not  be  truly  humbled  for  it, 
but  by  returning  to  God,  and  by  trufting  in  the 
plenteous  redemption,  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
Then  thy  heart  will  be  foftened  and  melted  into 
love,  for  grace  will  have  its  due  honor,  and  thou 

wilt 


i66 


WALK   OF  FAITH. 


wilt  fee  what  the  feripturc  fays  of  thy  cafe  in  its 
divine  truth  and  majefty.  Thou  wilt  feel  thyfelf 
exactly  what  the  word  of  God  fays  of  thee— a 
fallen  finful  creature— in  thee  (that  is  in  thy  flefli) 
dwelleth  no  good  thing — fo  that  there  is  not  any 
fin,  but  thou  art  capable  of  falling  into  it  through 
the  ftrength  of  temptation.  .So  long  as  thou  art 
in  the  body,  the  flelh  lufteth  againft  the  fpirit  and 
the  fpirit  againft  the  flefh  ;  in  this  conflict  thou 
mayeft  fall,  but  the  covenant  fecures  thee  from 
perifhing.  Abraham  the  father  of  the  faithful 
fell— the  friend  of  God  fell  into  the  fame  fin 
again  and  again.  Mofes  fell :  fo  did  David. 
Peter  forewarned  fell :  fo  did  all  the  apoftles. 
Yet  they  were  believers,  and  they  did  recover 
themfelves  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil :  For 
whatever  fin  thou,  art  fallen  into  may  be  pardon- 
ed, as  theirs  was.  "  The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift 
"  cleanfeth  from  all  fin"— there  is  in  it  an  infinite 
virtue  to  wafli  away  every  fpot  and  ftain— it  is  a 
public  fountain — it  ftands  open  for  daily  ufe,  that 
believers  may  walh  and  be  clean — it  is  always,  at 
every  given  moment  effectual— it  clean seth,  in 
the  prefent  tenfe,  now — to-day,  while  it  is  called 
to-day :  For  there  is  nothing  new  to  be  fuffered 
on  the  part  of  Chrift,  in  order  to  take  away  fin. 
He  put  it  away  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf :  The 
Father  accepted  it ;  and  thus  proclaims  the  free 
forgivenefs  of  all  the  trefpafles,  for  which  the 
atonement  was  made—"  I  will  be  merciful  to 
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u  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  fins  and  their 
"  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more."  Why- 
doll  thou  reject  the  comfort  of  this  promife  ?  It 
is  fuited  to  thy  prefent  diftrefs,  and  is  the  reme- 
dy for  it.  Thou  art  fallen  into  unrighteoufnefs 
— God  fays,  I  will  be  merciful  to  it.  Thou  art 
fallen  into  fms  and  iniquities — he  fays,  I  will  re- 
member them  no  more.  Thou  mayeft  remem- 
ber thy  fall,  but  let  it  be  in  order  to  rife  from  it 
by  faith.  It  ihould  teach  thee  thy  need  of  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.  It  fliould  bring  thee  to 
fprinkle  it  afrefli  upon  thy  confcience,  and  to  live 
fafe  and  happy  under  the  protection  of  it.  Thus 
apply  it  to  thy  fall  and  thou  wilt  repent  aright ; 
thou  wilt  be  truly  humbled  and  made  more 
watchful.  Thou  wilt  live  more  by  faith  in  thy 
covenant  God,  -wilt  glorify  more  the  infinitely 
perfect  falvation  of  Jefus,  and  wilt  be  more  de- 
pendent upon  the  grace  and  keeping  of  the 
eternal  Spirit. 

Gonfider  then,  O  my  foul,  the  rich,  abounding, 
fuper-aboundinggraccof  thyGod  inmakingfuch  a 
provilion  for  raifing  thee  up,  when  fallen  into  fin: 
He  intended  the  promifes  in  the  covenant  fliould 
be  the  means  of  thy  recovery,  as  they  give  thee 
good  ground  ftill  to  truft  in  a  covenant  God,  and 
in  ,  his  immutable  counfel  and  oath.  O  lie  not 
then  in  guilt.  Reft  not  in  unbelief.  Give  not 
place  to  the  devil.  The  Lord  has  put  words  into 
thy  mouth,  may  he  hejp  thecjn  the  faith  of  thy 
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heart  to  take  them  up,  and  fay--"  Rejoice  not 
*  againft  me,  O  mine  enemy,  when  I  fall,  I  (hall 
*c  arife  ;  when  I  fit  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  (hall 
"  be  a  light  unto  me :  I  will  bear  the  indigna- 
"  tion  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned 
"  againft  him,  until  he  plead  my  caufe,  and  exe- 
"  cute  judgment  for  me ;  he  will  bring  me 
*'  forth  to  the  light,  and  I  Ihall  behold  his  righ- 
"  teoufnefs."  If  the  Lord  open  to  thee  the  rich 
treafury  of  grace  in  this  fcripture,  and  enable 
thee  to  depend  on  the  ample  fecurity  here  given 
for  raifing  thee  from  thy  fall,  then  confider  in 
the 

Third  place,  the  exprefs  promifes-  made  in  the 
covenant,  that  the  believer  Ihall  not  perifti,  but 
fliall  have  everlafting  life.  Thefe  promifes  are 
not  conditional,  made  to  the  believer  upon  cer- 
tain terms,  as  if  upon  doing  his  part  God  would 
do  his  alfo  :  for  he  does  not  ftand  by  his  own 
will,  or  ftrength,  or  faithfulnefs — he  does  not 
hold  out  to  the  end  by  his  own  diligence  and 
watchfulnefs  in  means — or  receive  the  crown  of 
glory  as  the  merited  reward  of  any  works  of 
righteoufnefs  done  by  him.  The  promifes  are  all 
of  free  grace,  not  dependent  on  man's  will,  but 
on  God's  ;  not  yea  and  nay,  but  of  abfolutely 
certain  fulfillment.  They  were  all  made  in  the 
covenant  to  Chrift  the  head,  and  are  already 
made  good  to  Chrift,  as  the  head,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  members — "  For  all  the  promifes  of  God 
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"  are  in  him,  yea,  and  in  him,  Amen"  He  was 
given  for  the  covenant  of  his  people,  and  as  fuch, 
he  undertook  to  do  all  their  works  for  them,  and 
in  them,  and  therefore  all  the  promifed  bleiTings 
of  the  covenant  are  laid  up  in  his  fujnefs — "  in 
"  him  they  are  yea" — and  laid  up,  as  the  head 
has  the  fulnefs  of  the  fenfes  for  the  ufe  of  his 
members — "  in  him  they  are,  Amen."  He  com- 
municates the  promifed  bleffings  freely,  not  con- 
ditionally ;  by  believing,  and  not  for  working  : 
■*  Therefore  (fays  the  apoftle,  fpeaking  of  Chrift's 
"  righteoufnefs)  it  is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by 
"  grace,  to  the  end  the  promife  might  be  fure 
"  to  all  the  feed." 

In  this  fovereign  manner  and  flyle  runs  the 
covenant,  and  every  promife  in  it— I  will  f.e 
their  God,  of  mine  own  mere  motion  and 
grace,  and  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of 
mine  own  will— And  they  shall  be  my 
people — my  will  mall  make  them  willing  In 
the  day  of  my  power:  for  I  will  work  in  them 
both  to  will  and  to  do :  yea,  /  will  he  a  Father 
unto  them  and  they  fliall  be  my  fons  and  daughters, 
faith  the  Lord  almighty.  The  word  Father 
relates  to  his  children,  and  expreffes  the  un- 
changeable love  of  his  heart  towards  them  :  it  is 
a  dear  covenant  name,  and  denotes  the  infepa- 
rable  connection  between  him  aud  his  children: 
whenever  they  hear  it,  it  fhould  always  excite  in 
them  an  idea  of  his  everlafting  affection.  He 

Vol.  II.  M  loves 
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loves  his  family  as  a  Father,  and  loves  every  one 
of  them  with  the  fame  almighty  love.  He  can- 
not change.  He  cannot  ceafe  to  be  a  Father, 
and  they  cannot  ceafe  to  be  his  children.  His 
name  is  a  fecurity  to  them,  that  they  cannot  pe- 
rilh:  for  if  one  of  them  could,  they  all  might. 
And  then  his  covenant  purpofe  to  bring  many 
fons  unto  glory  would  be  defeated— his  relation 
to  them  as  their  Father  would  be  broken — he 
would  be  a  Father  without  children— he  would 
deny  them  the  promifed  bleffings — he  would  for- 
get to  be  gracious  to  them — his  will  concerning 
them  would  change  or  would  be  over-ruied  by 
fome  oppofite  will—and  his  great  plan  in  the 
covenant  would  come  to  nothing.  But  thefe 
things  cannot  poflibly  be.  He  is  the  Father  of 
his  children,  and  he  has  engaged,  by  promife 
and  oath,  to  love,  t:  bMs,  and  to  keep  them 
for  ever.  Out  of  perfect  love  he  gave  thorn  to 
his  Son,  who  undertook  to  be  their  Saviour  :  he 
came  and  was  made  man,  Jehovah  incarnate,  to 
live  and  die  for  them.  He  was  fo  delighted  with 
them  (for  he  has  all  their  names  written  in  his  book) 
and  with  the  work,  that  he  was  ftraitcned  till  it 
was  accomplished.  Bleflings  on  him  for  ever, 
it  is  finifhed.  The  royal  Saviour  is  upon  the 
throne,  almighty  to  fave  his  dear  redeemed.  He 
would  lofe  his  name,  which  is  above  even- 
name,  the  honors  of  his  falvation  would  fade 
awav  upon  his  head,  and  the  glories  of  his  or- 
t  ficcs 
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ficcs  would  come  to  nothing,  if  one  whom  Je- 
fus  lived  and  died  to  fave  fhould  perifh.  But  it 
is  not  poflible.  Whom  he  loves,  he  loves  unto 
the  end.  "  I  give  unto  them,  fays  he,  eternal 
"  life,  and  they  fhall  never  perifh,  neither  fhall 
"  any  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand."  They  are 
his  feed— and  it  was  covenanted,  that  he  fhould 
fee  his  feed.  They  are  the  travail  of  his  foul— 
and  he  mall  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and 
fhall  be  fatisfied.  How  can  he  be  fatisfied,  if 
any  one  of  them  fhould  be  loft?  He  prayed — 
•J  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine  own  name, 
"  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  that  they  may 
"  be  one,  as  we  are  one."  And  the  Father  al- 
ways heard  him.  He  prayed,  that  they  might 
be  with  him,  where  he  is,  to  fee  his  glory  :  and 
the  holy  Spirit  covenanted  to  bring  them  to  it- 
he  undertook  as  his  name  Spirit  imports,  to 
breathe  life  into  them,  to  call,  to  convert  them, 
to  keep  them,  and  to  give  them  every  thing 
needful  for  their  fpititual  life.  How  can  they 
fail  of  coming  to  glory,  being  thus  kept  for  it 
by  the  power  of  God?  The  holy  Spirit  would 
lofe  his  name  Spirit  or  breath  of  life,  and  his 
office,  which  is  to  abide  with,  and  to  dwell  for 
ever  in  the  elect  people  of  God,  if  any  one  of 
them  fhould  die  from  God,  and  perifh.  Thus 
there  is  full  fecurity  given  by  the  names  andofhces 
of  the  Trinity,  that  believers  fhall  be  kept  from 
falling  away.  The  Father  cannot  be  without  his 
M  2  children. 
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children.  The  glory  of  Jefus  would  fade  away, 
if  one  of  his  redeemed  was  plucked  out  of  his 
hand.  The  divine  honors  of  the  Spirit  of  life 
would  be  eclipfecl,  if  he  was  to  forfake  his 
charge,  and  to  fuffer  any  of  the  redeemed  to  fall 
into  hell.  But  thcfe  things  cannot  be.  The 
will  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  is~the  fame 
concerning  the  falvation  of  the  elect,  which  is  as 
fecure  as  covenant-bonds  and  oaths  can  make  it. 

Art  thou  then,  O  my  foul,  cftablilhed  in  this 
great  truth  ?  Doft  thou  yield  to  the  power  of  the 
evidence  which  the  bleffed  Trinity  have  vouch- 
fafed  to  give  thee  r  Meditate  carefully  upon  it 
for  the  growth  of  thy  faith.  Search  the  fcrip- 
tures,  and  obferve  how  clearly  God  declares  his 
fixed  purpofe  to  keep  his  people,  and  to  hold 
them  up  unto  the  end.  The  great  preacher  of 
the  gofpel  in  the  Old  Teftament  church  fpeaks 
thus  of  the  unchangeable  will  of  a  covenant  God 
— "  The  mountains  mall  depart,  and  the  hills  be 
"  removed,  but  my  kindnefs  (hall  not  depart 
"  from  thee,  neither  fhall  the  covenant  of  my 
"  peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord  that  hath 
"  mercy  on  thee."  A  great  preacher  in  the" 
New  Teftament  church  has  confirmed  the  fame 
precious  truth.  He  is  treating  of  the  golden 
chain  of  falvation,  and  (hewing  how  infeparable 
every  link  of  it  is,  and  in  this  profpect  he 
triumphs — "  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
"  charge  of  God's  elett?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth, 
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«!  who  is  he  that  condemneth  !  It  is  Chrift  that 
"  died,  yea  rather  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is 
"  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo 
"  makcth  interceflion  for  us.  Who  fliall  fepa- 
<c  rate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?  Shall  tribula- 
"  tion,  or  diftrefs,  or  perfecution,  or  famine,  or 
"  nakednefs,  or  fword  ?  Nav,  in  all  thefc  things 
"  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
"  loveth  us.  By  the  mouth  of  thefe  two  infal- 
lible witnelfes  the  truth  is  cftablilhcd— they  de- 
pole,  that  the  covenant  is  immutable,  and  that 
nothing  can  feparate  believers  from  the  love, 
wherewith  God  loves  them  in  his  Son.  O  moit 
comfortable  doctrine  i  How  encouraging  is  it  in 
any  undertaking  to  fet  about  it  with  certain  hope 
of  fuccefs.  How  animating  in  our  Chriftian 
walk,  how  reviving  in  the  dark  and  difficult 
paths  of  it,  to  have  God's  promife,  that  he  will 
keep  us,  and  bring  us  to  an  happy  end!  How 
pleating  is  it  to  go  on  by  faith  in  our  warfare, 
catling  all  our  care  upon  him,  who  carcth  for 
us!  How  delightful  is  it  to  truft  his  promife,  and 
daily  to  find  it  made  good — "  Ye  are  kept  by  the 
"  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  eternal  fal- 
"  vation."  Here,  O  my  foul,  thou  art  to  feck 
tor  ftrong  eonfolation  amidft  the  trials  and  .diffi- 
culties of  thy  walk.  Thou  art  afraid  of  falling 
--God  has  engaged  to  hold  thee  up.  Thou  haft 
been  tempted  to  think  thou  fhouldfl:  fall' quite 
away,  and  come  to  nothing— but  God  fays,  thou 

art 
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art  preserved  in  Chrift  Jefus— His  covenant 
and  oath  are  made  to  confirm  the  faith  of  thy  per- 
fevering.  Thou  ftandeft  by  faith,  and  thy  faith 
mould  lead  thee  to  reft  fafely  on  what  God  fays 
about  thy  {landing :  And  for  thy  faith  itfelf,  its 
continuing,  its  increafing,  thou  haft  his  infalli- 
ble faithfulnefs  to  depend  upon.  Thou  art  weak: 
— but  he  keeps  thee  by  his  power,  Thine  ene- 
mies are  ftrong— but  none  of  them  mail  pluck  thee 
out  of  his  hand.  Thou  art  willing  to  join  them, 
and  to  depart  from  the  living  God — but  he  has 
promifed  to  put  his  fear  into  thy  heart,  and  thou 
{halt  not  depart  from  him.  He  meets  with  thy 
doubts,  and  anfwers  all  thine  objections  in  a 
word — For  he  hath  faid,  I  will  never  leave 

THEE,   NOR   FORSAKE  THEE. 

Be  of  good  courage  then,  O  my  foul,  and  go 
forward,  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might,  and  he  will  bring  thee  fafe  to  the 
end  of  thy  journey.  He  has  promifed  it.  Put 
thyfelf  into  his  hands,  and  give  him  the  glory  of 
keeping  thee.  He  will  hold  up  thy  goings  in 
his  paths,  that  thy  footfteps  flip  not.  The  Lord 
fliall  preferve  thee  from  all  evil.  The  Lord  fliail 
preferve  thy  going  out,  and  thy  coming  in  from 
this  time  forth,  and  even  for  evermore.  How 
then  canft  thou  mifcarry,  fafe  under  his  guidance 
and  keeping  ?  Commit  thy  ways  unto  the  Lord. 
Do  it  Amply.  Look  up  by  faith  to  his  promife, 
and  then  lean  on  his  arm.    Thus  going  on  thou 

mayeft 
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mavcll  rejoice  at  every  ftep  in  the  Lord  thy  God. 
•He  has  left  thee  a  fweet  hymn  upon  the  fubject ; 
with  which  the  weary  travellers  to  Sion  have 
often  refrefhed  their  fpirits.  Take  it  up,  and 
Eng  it  after  them.  Study  it.  Mix  faith  with  it: 
And  with  perfect  reliance  on  what  God,  who 
cannot  lie,  has  promifed  in  it  to  do  for  thee,  fing 
and  make  melody  with  it  in  thy  heart  unto  the 
Lord — 

"  In  that  day  fing  ye  unto  her,  A  vineyard  of 
"  red  wine  :  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it :  I  will  water 
"  it  every  moment  :  Left  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep 
"  it  night  and  day :  Fury  is  not  in  me :  Who 
"  would  fet  the  briers  and  thorns  againft  me  in 
"  battle  ?  I  would  go  through  them,  I  would 
ft.  burn  them  together.  Or  will  he  take  hold  of 
"  my  ftrength,  that  he  may  make  peace  with 
f*  me,  then  he  (hall  make  peace  with  me.  He 
"  fliall  caufe  them  that  come  of  Jacob  to  take 
"  root :  Ifrael  (hall  bloflbm  and  bud,  and  fliall 
"  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit." 

O  my  good  God  and  faithful  keeper,  I  do  be- 
lieve thefe  precious  promifes;  help  mine  unbe- 
lief. Forgive  my  diftrufting  thy  faithfulnefu,  and 
enable  me  ftedfaftly  to  rely  upon  it  for  the  fu- 
ture. What  return  can  I  make  unto  thee  for 
grafting  me  into  the  true  vine  !  O  Lord  this  love 
furpafleth  knowledge.  I  was  fit  for  nothing  but 
the  fire,  and  thou  haft  brought  me  into  the  vine- 
yard of  red  wine,  and  haft  enabled  me  to  truft  in 

that 
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that  blood  of  the  Lamb,  which  cheereth  God 
and  man.  On  this  my  foul  lives,  and  is  rc- 
frefhed.  And  being  through  grace  in  him,  and 
living  upon  him,  I  blefs  thee,  holy  Father,  for 
thy  faithful  promife  to  keep  me  unto  the  end.  I 
am  ftill  an  eafy  prey  to  all  thofe  who  feck  the 
hurt  of  my  foul ;  but  thou  haft  given  me  thy 
word,  that  left  any  hurt  me,  thou  wilt  keep  me 
night  and  clay.  I  confefs,  gracious  God,  that  I  have 
dilhonored  thee  by  doubting  of  thy  love,  and  by 
queftioning  its  unchangeablenefs,  but  now  I  be- 
lieve that  fury  is  not  in  thee  to  any  one  branch  in 
the  true  vine.  There  is  love,  and  nothing  but 
love  in  all  thy  dealings  with  Chrift,  and  with  his. 
Forgive  my  guilty  fears,  and  fufpicions  of  thy 
forfakfng  me,  ariling  from  my  weaknefs  and  from 
the  ftrength  of  mine  enemies :  I  now  fee  that 
thou  canft  as  eafily  confumc  them,  as  fire  can 
briers  and  thorns.  Lord  increafe  my  faith  in  thy 
promifed  ftrength,  that  I  may  lay  hold  of  it  for 
peace,  and  may  keep  faft  hold  of  it  for  main- 
taining peace  with  thee  always  and  by  all 
means.  O  grant  me  this  my  good  God,  that 
my  faith  may  work  more  by  love.  Let  me 
take  deeper  root  in  Jefus,  and  grow  up  more 
into  him,  bloftbmjng  and  budding  and  rlourith- 
ing  in  his  yincyard.  I  depend  upon  thee  to 
keep  me  a  branch  in  him,  and  to  make  me  a 
fruitful  branch,  bringing  forth  plentifully  the 
fruits  of  rightcpufnefs  which  are  by  Chrift  Jefus 
*'  tp  to 
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to  the  glory  and  praifc  of  God.  I  believe  the 
work  is  thine — thou  haft  begun  it — and  thou 
wilt  carry  it  on  unto  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 
Thou  art  faithful  to  thy  word  and  work.  In  de- 
pendence upon  thy  faithfulnefs  I  hope  to  perfe- 
vere.  Let  it  be  done  unto  me  according  to  thy 
prpraifes,  wherein  thou  haft  caufed  me  to  put 
my  truft.  Hear,  Lord,  and  anfwer  for  thy  mer,. 
cies  fake  in  Jefus,  to  whom  with  thee  and  the 
eternal  Spirit,  three  perfons  in  one  God-head  be 
equal  glory  and  praifc  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen* 
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CHAP.  XV. 

The  believer finiJJies  his  cortrfe,  and  Mikri  into  reft. 

ThE  believer  is  now  happily  arrived  at  the 
Verge  of  life.  Goodnefsand  mercy  have  follow- 
ed him  all  his  days,  and  will  not  lofc  their  glory 
oy  forfaking  him  at  the  ciofe  of  them.  It  is  ap  - 
pointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die,  a  3  fwsH  ed 
time  is  at  hand.  The  body  is  returning  to  duft, 
and  the  fpirit  muft  appear  before  the  throne  of 
God.  In  this  trying  hour  he  trufts  to  the  prin- 
ciples, which  had  carried  him  through  life,  and 
he  finds  them  a  perfect  prefervative  from  the  fear 
and  from  the  power  of  death.  The  fame  faith 
in  a  reconciled  God  and  loving  Father  keeps 
peace  in  his  confeience,  and  love  in  his  heart. 
I  le  depends  upon  the  atonement  of  Immanuel, 
and  is  fafc:  he  wraps  himfelf  up  in  the  robe  of 
Lnmanuel's  righteoufnefs,  and  is  happy.  He 
knows  he  fliall  be  found  in  Jefus,  when  he  Hands 
before  God ;  and  therefore  he  looks  upon  death 
;ts  his  friend,  and  meets  it  with  a  hope  full  of 
glory  and  immortality. 

.  This  is  the  privilege  of  believers  in  Jefus. 
They  die  in  peace,  Their  principles  are  mighty 
thro'  God  to  fupport  and  comfort  them  in  the 

hour 
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hour  of  death.  Reader,  are  thefe  principles 
thine  ?  Examine  carefully.  Come  to  a  point  in 
this  matter:  for  it  is  of  infinite  and  eternal  mo- 
ment. What  is  thy  ftate  ?  Art  thou  prepared  to 
die?  Perhaps  thou  art  openly  profane.  And 
what  wilt  thou  do  upon  thy  death-bed,  when 
the  divine  law  accufes  thee,  juftice  condemns 
thee,  and  the  terrors  of  hell  take  hold  of  thee  ? 
The  ftings  of  guilt  at  fuch  a  time  will  be  worfe 
in  the  confeience,  than  all  the  tortures  that,  thy 
fick  body  can  pofubly  feel.  But  if  thy  confeience 
be  alleep— O  what  a  dreadful  death  !  if  thou  go 
out  of  the  world  with  thine  eyes  (hut,  and  open 
them  not  till  thou  find  the  flames  of  hell  about 
thee. 

Perhaps  thou  art  not  afraid,  becaufe  thou  haft 
a  decent  outfide  :  O  take  care  of  trufting  in  thy- 
felf,  left  thou  fhouldft  have  thy  portion  with  the 
openly  profane.  If  thou  make  what  thou  art, 
or  haft,  any  ground  of  thy  hope  before  God,  if 
thou  depend  on  thy  duties  or  righteoufnefs,  or 
join  them  with  the  work  of  Chrift,  and  meet 
death  in  this  confidence— How  dreadful  will  be 
thy  miftake  !  How  inevitable  thy  ruin  !  Such 
falfe  hopes  are  thus  defcribed — ct  Behold  all  ye 
«*  that  kindle  a  fire  and  compafs  yourfelves  about 
"  with  fparks,  walk  in  the  light  of  your  fire, 
"  and  in  the  fparks  that  ye  have  kindled" — But 
mind  the  end— thus  faith  the  Lord — "  This  ihall 
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"  ye  have  of  mine  hand,  ye  fhall  lie  down  in 
"  forrow."  And  together  with  them  will  the 
open  enemy  of  God  and  his  Chrift  lie  down.  A 
denier  of  revelation  is  brought  to  the  bed  of  lan- 
guifhing — a  flow  lingering  diftemper  is  carrying 
him  off — the  phyfician  has  given  him  over — his 
difeafe  is  mortal,  and  he  is  convinced  of  it.  But 
alas  !  he  has  no  preparation  for  death  and  judg- 
ment. He  has  fome  Chriftian  friends  and  they 
talk  freely  to  him  about  his  eternal  ftate,  but  he 
will  hear  nothing  of  his  guilt,  or  of  his  want  of 
a  Saviour.  They  get  a  minifter  of  Chrift  to  vifit 
him,  and  he  fpeaks  to  him  of  fin,  which  is  the 
tranfgreflion  of  the  holv  law,  and  of  the  jufticc 
of  God  which  is  engaged  to  give  tranfgreflbrs 
their  due,  and  of  the  impoflibility  of  his  rinding 
mercy  at  the  judgment  feat,  until  every  demand 
be  fatisfied,  which  law  and  juftice  have  upon 
him  :  lie  tries  to  perfuade  the  dying  man  of  the 
Godhead  of  Jefus,  and  of  the  divine  work  of 
Jefus,  but  in  vain.  He  fets  at  nought  the  mini- 
flier's  advice,  and  with  a  hardened  and  impeni- 
tent heart  replies — Be  it  as  it  will  with  me  in 
eternity,  I'll  have  nothing  to  do  with  your  Chrift. 
So  he  died.  We  need  not  follow  him  to  the 
judgment  feat  to  know  what  became  of  his  foul, 
The  infallible  record  has  declared  what  will  be 
the  portion  of  the  unbelieving.  Their  mifery  is 
as  certain  as  the  truth  of  God.  O  reader  exa- 
mine 
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mine  thyfelf :  for  he  that  bclieveth  not  is  con- 
demned already  :  becaufe  he  hath  not  believed 
in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 

Perhaps  thou  art  in  name  a  Chriftian,  but 
what  thinkeft  thou  of  Chrift  ?  The  grand  herely 
of  this  day  is  about  his  perfon,  and  if  thou  art 
fallen  into  it,  there  is  no  hope  in  thy  death.  Is 
he  Jehovah  ?  O  leave  not  this-  matter  undeter- 
mined. The  truth  of  his  word  and  the  glory  of 
his  work  depend  entirely  upon  this  one  point ; 
fo  does  thy  peace  and  comfort :  For  if  thou 
believe  him  to  be  any  thing  but  the  felf-exiftent 
God,  thou  malt  die  in  thy  fins.  His  fufferings 
cannot  avail  for  thy  pardon,  nor  his  obedience 
for  thy  righteoufnefs,  unlefs  he  be  Jehovah. 
Without  faith  in  him,  as  the  felf-exiftent  Saviour, 
death  will  find  thee  under  guilt,  and  judgment 
will  leave  thee  among  the  enemies  of  God  and 
his  Chrift. 

Whatever  evil  there  is  in  death  to  terrify, 
whatever  pain  to  hurt ;  the  blefled  Jefus  by  the 
grace  of  God  tafted  it  for  all  his.  The  grace  of 
the  Father  gave  him  to  be  the  furety  for  his 
people  unto  death.  He  died  for  them,  and  as 
truly  tafted  death,  as  ever  the  niceft  palate  tafted 
meat  or  drink.  But  it  was  like  a  tafte— of  ftiort 
duration— it  was  not  poifibie,  that  he  mould  be 
holden  long  under  the  bands  of  death.  He  rofe 
again  on  the  third  day  :  And  becaufe  he  lives, 
believers  in  him  Ihall  live  alfo.  They  are  par- 
takers 
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takers  of  his  victory  over  death,  and  (hare  In  all 
its  bleffings.  The  fentence  of  the  broken  law  is 
repealed.  They  do  not  die  to  bear  the  punifli- 
ment  of  fin.  Chrifr  fuftained  that.  The  pains 
and  agonies  of  death  fell  upon  him — "  The 
"  fcrrovvs  of  death,  fays  he,  compared  me,  and 
"  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me."  He  was 
a  juft  man,  who  had  no  rcafon  to  fear  death, 
but  being  found  in  the  place  of  his  people  with 
their  fins  upon  him,  he  was  to  bear  every  thing 
that  was  dreadful  in  death.  Hence  his  agonies  at 
the  approach  of  it— "  My  heart,  fays  he,  is  fore 
"  pained  within  me,  and  the  terrors  of  death 
"  are  fallen  upon  me  :  Fearfulncfs  and  trembling 
"  are  come  upon  me,  and  horror  hath  over- 
"  whelmed  me."  He  endured  thofe  inconceiv- 
able horrors  to  deliver  them,  who  through  fear 
of  death  had  been  all  their  life-time  fubjett  to 
bondage.  But  the  bondage  is  at  an  end,  when 
they  believe  in  his  viclory.  Their  fears  are  dif- 
pelled,  when  they  fee  the  glory  of  the  battle, 
which  he  fought  and  won — How  by  dying  he 
took  away  fin,  fatisfied  juftice,  removed  the 
curfe,  conquered  death,  broke  its  fceptrc,  took 
out  its  fting,  and  left  nothing  in  it  but  what  is 
friendly  to  them.  In  thefe  believing  views  they 
can  meet  death  with  confidence :  For  they  can- 
not  tafle  that  in  death,  which  Chrifl  tafted.  He 
felt  it,  that  they  might  not  feci  it:  He  died  in 
agonies  that  they  might  die  in  peace.    O  my 

mod 
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moft  loving  and  precious  Jefus,  I  believe  this,  let 
not  any  unbelief  in  me  dilhonour  thy  complete 
conqueft  over  all  that  is  fearful  or  painful  in 
dying.  My  times  are  in  thy  hand  :  When  thou 
aft  p.'eafed  to  bring  them  to  an  end,  let  me  find 
death  fwallowed  up  in  vi&ory  :  O  that  I  may 
then  triumph  with  thy  redeemed— What  can 
feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift— fhall  the 
fting  of  death,  or  the  fear  of  death,  or  of  fatan, 
or  of  hell  ?  No,  thanks  be  to  God — thefe  were 
all  conquered  when  Jefus  died  ;  fubdued  for  ever, 
when  he  rofe  again.  And  he  has  left  us  many 
precious  promifes  that  we  trufting  in  him  fhall 
lhare  in  his  victory,  and  find  the  blelhngs  of  it  in 
the  hour  of  death. 

Attend  then,  O  my  foul,  to  what  he  has  en- 
gaged to  beftovv  upon  his  dying  difciples,  as  the 
fruit  of  his  death  ;  and  give  him  credit,  not  doubt- 
ing but  he  will  make  it  good.  Live  now  in  the 
comfort  of  his  promifes,  and  fear  not.  The  al- 
mighty Jefus  will  be  with  thee,  and  thou  flialt 
conquer  with  him  in  the  hour  of  death.  Obferve 
his  word,  which  cannot  be  broken— *  I  will  ran- 
"  fom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  I  will 
"  redeem  them  from  death  :  O  death,  I  will  be 
"  thy  plague,  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  denruclion  ; 
"  repentance  fhall  be  hid  from  mine  eyes."  The 
ranfom  which  he  here  engages  to  pay  for  his,  he 
paid,  as  their  furety,  and  he  daily  applies  it  to 
them,  as  their  Saviour.  Upon  quoting  this  pro- 
4  mife, 
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mifc,  and  finding  by  faith  the  happy  fulfillment 
of  it,  mark  how  the  apoftle  rejoices  with  the 
Corinthians  in  the  nenr  view  of  death—"  O 
u  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
"  thy  victory  ?  The  fting  of  death  is  fin,  and  the 
"  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law  :  but  thanks  be  to 
*'  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through  Jefus 
"  Chrift  our  Lord."  O  thou  moft  glorious  con- 
queror, almighty  Jefus,  eternal  thanks  be  to  thee, 
that  the  law  cannot  accufe,  fin  cannot  condemn, 
death  cannot  fting  thy  redeemed.  Thou  haft 
promifed  to  make  them  happy  in  death,  and 
faithful  is  thy  word.  The  beloved  John  is  one 
of  thy  witnefles — "  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven 
"  faying  unto  me,  Write,  blefled  are  the  dead 
,c  which  die  in  the  Lord  :"  Write  it  for  the 
ufe  of  my  difciples,  that  it  may  be  the  ground  of 
their  faith  when  they  come  to  die  :  I  promife  to 
make  them  blefted  in  their  death  :  being  in  me, 
members  under  me  their  head,  and  living  in  the 
Lord,  they  fhall  die  in  the  Lord  :  they  fliall  have 
union  with  me,  and  communion  too,  when  they 
are  dying  :  the  hour  of  death,  the  time  of  their 
diffolution  fhall  be  a  feafon  of  great  bleflednefs : 
they  fliall  have  my  prefence  in  their  laft  moments: 
I  will  walk  with  them  through  the  valley  of  the  fha- 
dow  of  death,  and  they  fliall  fear  no  evil :  my  rod 
and  my  ftaff  fhall  then  comfort  them.  O  my  God, 
make  thy  word  good.  Sweet  Jefus,  write  this 
promife  upon  my  heart.    O  help  me  to  mix 

faith 
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faith  with  it,  that  when  mine  appointed  time  is 
come,  I  may  experience  the  bleflednefs  of  dying 
in  the  Lord.  I  wait  for  the  time,  it  is  not  far 
off.  O  keep  me,  Jefus,  till  that  hour.  Keep 
me,  Jefus,  in  that  hour.  Save  me  through  life 
and  death,  and  blefs  me  with  thine  eternal  falva- 
tion.  Hear,  andanfwer  for  thymercies  fake.  Amen, 

Meditate,  O  my  foul,  upon  thefe  bleffings. 
Confider,  how  great,  how  many  they  are.  Con- 
fider  alfo  thine  unworthinefs  :  Thou  art  lefs  than 
the  leaft  of  them.  And  yet  God  has  fet  his  love 
upon  thee,  and  has  given  thee  the  greateftof  them, 
He  has  called  thee  to  the  knowledge  of  his  love 
in  Jefus,  and  has  fhed  it  abroad  in  thy  heart.  He 
has  fet  thee  in  the  way  that  leads  to  the  eternal 
enjoyment  of  his  love,  has  promifed  to  keep  thee 
all  the  way,  and  to  blefs  thee  at  the  end  of  it. 
He  will  make  thee  bleifed  in  death,  and  bleffed 
for  evermore.  Hitherto  thou  haft  found  him 
faithful.  Not  one  good  thing  has  failed,  which 
thou  didft  afk  in  faith,  and  wait  for  at  his  hands- 
Review  all  his  dealings  with  thee,  and  fee  what 
infinite  mercy  there  was  in  them.  He  made  thy 
walk  profperous,  thy  warfare  fuccefsful,  thy 
crofles  fanctified.  Thou  haft  not  taken  a  falfe 
ftep,  but  when  thou  waft  not  living  by  the  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God.  O  truft  him  then  and  be  not 
afraid.  His  love  has  brought  thee  thus  far:  He  has 
led  thee  in  the  right  way  to  the  verge  of  life,and  he 
declares  he  will  not  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee  in 
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the  hour  of  death.  Fear  not  to  look  down  i 
Fear  not  to  go  down  with  Jefus  into  the  grave. 
He  has  promifed— "  I  will  be  with  thee  ?"  and 
where-ever  he  is  there  is  heaven.  He  is  with 
his  dying  friends,  and  they  are  blefled  indeed. 
They  die  in  faith — they  live  by  faith  in  death — 
and  as  foon  as  faith  ceafes,  they  live  with  their 
God  for  ever.  The  body  falls  afleep,  and  refts 
fafely  till  the  morning  of  the  refurrection.  The 
foul  in  a  moment  enters  into  the  joy  of  its  Lord-- 
a  joy  like  his — pure  and  holy-a  fulnefs  of  joy — 
every  fenfe  has  its  proper  object. — enjoys  it — 
and  is  fatisfied  for  ever.  O  what  will  the  heart 
feel  in  this  blefiednefs  !  What  acknowledgments 
will  it  make  to  God  and  the  Lamb.  To  praife 
him  for  the  wonders  of  his  grace  in  bringing  to 
that  glory  will  be  the  happy  employment  of  eternity. 
To  fee  him  as  he  is  in  his  divine  majefty  is  hea- 
ven. For  how  great  communications  of  his  love 
the  being  ever  with  him,  and  ever  like  him  will 
make  the  foul  capable  of,  we  cannot  perfectly 
conceive.  Thefe  things  are  at  prefent  too 
high  and  heavenly,  even  for  our  thoughts.  By 
faith  we  fometimes  have  a  little  glimpfe  of  the 
glorv  to  be  revealed,  and  it  eclipfes  all  the  gran- 
deur of  the  world.  There  are  happy  moments, 
when  we  arc  permitted  to  behold  the  king  in  his 
beauty,  when  he  difcovers  his  matchlefs  loveli- 
nefs,  and  gives  us  a  tafte  of  the  heavenly  feaft  : 
at  filch  blclTed  feafons  the  foul  is  bowed  down 
j  and 
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?nd  humbled  to  the  duft,  adoring  the  infinite 
mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God.  If  there  be  fo  much 
D.  heaven  in  thefe  manifeftations  of  divine  love, 
what  muft  the  full  enjoyment  be?  We  mayfuppofe 
a  happy  foul,  entered  into  reft  thus  meditating 
upon  the  grace,  which  brought  it  to  that  glory. 

Bleffing  and  thanks  without  ceafing  be  unto 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  through  whofe  fovereign 
grace  I  was  chofen  to  this  bleflednefs,  and  am 
now  brought  to  the  perfect  and  everlafting  en- 
jovment  of  it.  This  communion  with  the  God- 
head through  Jefus  is  as  far  beyond  my  former 
thoughts  of  it,  as  the  heaven  is  above  the  earth. 
How  great  is  his  goodnefs,  and  how  great  is  his 
beauty,  that  the  moil  high  and  holy  one  would 
thus  communicate  his  love  unto  finful  creatures. 
Glory  be  to  thee,  holy  Father,  for  predeftinating 
me  to  the  adoption  of  children,  and  for  the  free 
gift  of  the  heavenly  inheritance.  Glory  be  to 
thee  incarnate  Jehovah,  for  thy  covenant-under- 
takings for  me,  for  thy  life,  death,  and  complete 
falvation.  I  worfhip  thee,  I  glorify  thee,  O  God 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  for  quickening  me,  for  teaching 
me  and  enabling  me  through  believing  in  Jefus 
to  experience  the  love  of  the  Father,  and  for 
bringing  me  to  enjoy  his  endlefs  blelhngs.  Sure- 
ly the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  the  holy  Trinity 
have  followed  me  all  the  days  of  my  life,  were 
with  me  when  I  walked  thro'  the. valley  of  the 
fliadow  of  death,  and  are  now  my  moft  blcfled 
N  2  portion 
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portion  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  I  am  made  a 
pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God,  and  am  to  go 
no  more  out.  O  what  exceeding  riches  of  grace 
are  thefe  !  What  has  God  done  for  me  ?  Angels, 
and  brethren,  help  me  to  praife.  My  debt  is 
Immenfe.  No  faved  finner  can  owe  him  more. 
It  is  growing  every  moment.  My  praifes  pay 
none  of  it.  With  my  thankful  heart,  and 
it  is  all  thankfulnefs,  I  only  acknowledge  his  in- 
finite goodnefs,  and  own  myfelf  his  eternal 
debtor.  Blefling  and  honor,,  and  glory,  and  powee 
be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to 
the  Lamb  for  ever. 

Reader,  art  thou  in  the  way  which  leads  to 
this  glory  ?  If  not,  may  the  Lord  be  merciful 
unto  thee,  and  bring  thee  unto  it. 

If  thou  art  feeking  to  be  fet  right  in  it :  Re- 
member Jefus  is  the  way.  May  his  good 
Spirit  enable  thee  to  believe  in  his  word  and  to 
truft  in  it  till  thou  attain  to  the  falvation  of  thy 
foul. 

If  thou  art  in  the  way,  and  haft  communion 
with  the  Father  thro'  faith  in  the  atonement  and 
righteoufhefs  of  his  Son,  art  thou  maintaining  it 
in  thy  daily  walk,  and  improving  it  in  every 
duty  ?  And  art  thou  going  on  thy  way 
rejoicing  in  God?  If  thou  art  forrowing  for 
outward  crofles,  or  burdened  with  inward 
conflicts,  canft  thou  neverthelefs  find  joy  and 
peace  in  believing?  Doft  thou  march  on, 
5  victorious 
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victorious  in  thy  warfare,  keeping  up  communion 
with  God  againft  all  oppofition  of  thy  fpiritual 
enemies  ?  And  is  thy  faith  eftablilhed  upon  the 
faithfulnefs  of  God,  that  he  will  carry  on  his 
own  work  in  thee  unto  the  day  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  ?  In  this  faith  art  thou  now  living  ?  And 
in  this  faith  doft  thou  hope  to  die.  Has  God 
indeed  done  thefe  wonders  for  thee  ?  O  blcfs  him 
then  with  me,  and  let  us  magnify  his  name  to- 
gether. Be  thou  exalted  Lord,  in  us,  and  by  us. 
Every  day  we  would  grow  up  into  nearer  and 
holier  communion  with  thee.  We  defire  to  be 
more  like  thee,  and  to  fhew  forth  more  of  thy 
lovely  image  before  men.  O  help  us  to  praife 
thee  better  with  our  lips  and  lives.  By  the 
communion  of  the  holy  Ghoft  we  would  com- 
municate more  by  faith  with  the  Son  in  his  fal- 
vation,  and  with  the  father  in  his  love.  O  holy, 
blefled  and  glorious  Trinity,  in  this  divine  fcllow- 
fliip  we  hope  to  find  our  heaven  upon  earth : 
Let  it  be  growing  and  increafing,  helped  forward 
by  all  means,  and  if  it  pleafe  thee,  by  thefe 
volumes.  Make  them,  Lord,  the  inftrument 
under  thee  of  leading  thy  people  into  the  right 
way  ;  and  of  eftabliihing  them  in  it.  Accom- 
pany the  reading  of  them  with  the  teaching  of 
thy  Spirit,  and  to  the  advancement  of  thy  glory. 
I  prefent  the  books  unto  thee,  ever  glorious 
Jefus,  and  lay  them  at  thy  feet.  Thou  knoweft 
•my  heart :  accept  them  gracioufly,  as  a  public 
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acknowledgement  for  ineftimable  mercies.  Ia 
thy  great  companion  overlook  the  faults  in  them  : 
what  is  agreeable  to  the  fcripture  is  thine  own. 
Make  ufe  of  it  to  thy  praife.  I  devote  mvfelf, 
my  body,  and  foul,  my  tongue  and  pen,  all  I  have 
and  am  to  thy  fervice.  I  would  not  look  upon 
myfelf,  as  any  longer  mine  own,  but  being 
bought  with  a  price,  I  would  glorify  thee  in  the 
ufe  of  all  thy  gifts  and  graces.  With  thee  I 
defire  to  walk  through  life.  In  thine  arms  I  hope 
to  die.  Through  thee  I  expect  foon  to  enjoy  per^ 
feci  communion  with  the  Father,  and  the  Spirit  : 
Therefore  into  thy  hands  I  commend  mvfelf. 
Keep  me  in  the  right  way.  Guide  me  to  the  end 
of  it,  that  I  may  finifh  my  courfe  with  joy,  and 
join  -  thy  redeemed  in  giving  to  thee  with  the 
Father  and  the  Spirit,  the  three  in  one  Jehovah, 
equal  and  everlafting  praife.  Hear,  Lord,  and 
anfwer.  Amen. 
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The  prefent  treatife  is  a  continuation, 
of  fome  remarks  formerly  publiflied  con- 
cerning the  experience  of  a  true  Chriftian, 
who,  quickened  by  the  fpirit  of  life  in 
Chrift  Jcfus,  lives  by  faith,  and  who  is 
enabled  to  go  forward  in  his  walk  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God.  There  was  one 
volume  upon  this  fubjedt,  entitled,  The 
L/ife  of  Faith,  and  fome  years  after, 
two  volumes  on  The  Walk  of  Faith  : 
In  which  the  divine  helps  and  fupports 
were  confidered  great  and  many,  not 
only  for  the  eftablifhment  of  believers  in 
the  way,  but  alfo  for  their  happinefs 
every  ftep  of  it,  that  they  might  rejoice 
in  the  Lord  always,  yea,  with  fuch  a 
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fulnefs  of  joy,  as  to  make  them  triumph 
in  the  God  of  their  falvation. 

This  is  the  grand  gofpel  privilege, 
which  is  granted  to  believers,  as  believ- 
ers, and  promifed  to  them  in  the  freeft 
and  fulleft  manner  that  any  grant  can  be 
conveyed,  fpringing  from  fovereign  grace 
in  the  giver,  and  received  not  from  any 
qualification  in  themfelves,  but  entirely 
from  his  own  bounty,  continued  and 
increafed  with  all  the  rich  and  ripe  fruits 
of  faith  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of 
the  grace  of  God. 

It  has  been  long  obferved,  and  much 
lamented,  that  there  are  very  few  of 
thefe  happy  believers,  who  give  fuch  a 
perfect  credit  to  the  promifes  of  God  in 
(phrift,  as  to  reft  their  hearts  upon  his 
raithfulnefs,  without  any  doubt  or  wa- 
vering :  They  do  not  truft  fo  far  as  the 
promifes  warrant  them,  which  flops  the 
exercife  of  faith,  and  hinders  the  growth 
of  the  fpiritual  life.  Weak  faith  has  lit- 
tle fruit.  Strong  faith  improves  love  to 
God,  loving  obedience,  patient  fuffering, 
perfevering  warfare,  and  the  other  fruits 
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of  the  Spirit  :  Indeed  for  this  very  pur- 
pofe  it  is  commanded,  that  we  might 
truft  and  not  be  afraid  :  And  there  are 
promifes  made  to  them  who  obey  the 
command,  and  all  things  promifed  are 
poflible  to  them  who  believe  :  For  there 
is  ftrength  fufficient  in  the  promifer  to 
make  faith  grow,  yea,  to  make  it  grow 
exceedingly  :  And  he  has  done  it,  giving 
us  a  happy  inftance  in  the  church  of  the 
Then*alonians,in  which  perfecution  raged, 
but  faith  was  vidlorious,  and  patience 
triumphant.  It  has  pleafed  God  to  give 
us  in  the  fcriptures  many  encourage- 
ments for  the  growth  of  faith,  which  are 
in  the  following  treatife  fet  before  the 
reader ;  that  we  may  honor  his  word, 
and  truft  in  it  at  all  times ;  efpecially 
when  appearances  make  againft  their  be- 
ing fulfilled.  Then  it  is  high  worihip, 
againft  hope  to  believe  in  hope,  as  the 
father  of  the  faithful  did  :  And  they  are 
his  children,  and  follow  the  fteps  of 
his  faith,  who  when  fin  is  felt  in  its  de- 
filement, in  its  guilt,  in  the  fenfe  of  in- 
ward corruptions,  and  of  ftrong  temp- 
tations, 
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tations,  in  the  many  troubles  of  life,  irt 
the  infirmities  of  age,  and  in  the  approach 
of  death,  put  their  whole  truft  and  con- 
fidence in  the  promifes  of  God.  Nothing 
elfe  is  appointed,  either  to  bring  in  the 
peace  of  God  to  the  confcience,  or  to 
keep  it  in.  God  only  in  fuch  trials  can 
be  a  fafe  refuge,  and  a  fure  defence,  and 
faith  looking  at  what  he  has  engaged  to 
give,  fecures  the  promiled  help  to  the 
glory  of  God.  Under  thefe  feveral  heads 
fomething  is  here  offered  from  the  fcrip- 
tures  of  truth  to  encourage  a  more  fted- 
faft  reliance  on  the  divine  faithfulnefs, 
than  one  commonly  meets  with.  And 
what  is  faid  upon  each  head  is  here  fet 
before  the  reader,  on  the  authority  of 
God's  word,  and  is  alfo  followed  with 
fervent  prayer,  that  the  end  of  publilh- 
ing  this  treatife  may  be  anfwered,  even, 
that  the  fcriptural  faith  may  be  hereby 
increafed,  that  it  may  abound  yet  more 
and  more,  and  in  fuch  a  great  degree, 
as  may  bring  the  highefh  glory  to  God, 
the  trueft  holinefs  to  the  heart,  and  the 
happicft  experience  in  the  life,  and  in 
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the  warfare  of  the  Chriftian.  May  the 
gracious  Lord,  who  is  the  author  and 
finifher  of  the  faith,  accompany  it  with 
his  Spirit  to  the  advancement  of  his  own 
praife,  and  to  the  edification  of  his 
own  people.  To  him  who  keepeth 
promife  for  ever,  be  glory  in  the  church, 
through  Chrift  Jefus,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 
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Chap.  I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

HERE  there  has  been  war,  a  triumph  fup- 
pofes  a  battle  to  have  been  fought,  a  victory  to 
have  been  obtained,  and  the  great  rejoicings  of 
the  conquerors  upon  this  occafion.  The  Chrif- 
tian  has  his  matter  of  triumph,  but  it  is  fpiritual. 
It  is  always  in  Chrift,  the  captain  of  his  falva" 
tion.  So  it  is  written — "  Thanks  be  to  God, 
"  who  always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in  Chrift." 
The  apoftle  is  fpeaking  of  his  preaching  the  gof- 
pel.  He  carried  the  fweet  favor  of  Jefu's  name 
from  place  to  place ;  but  it  was  not  always  re- 
ceived as  a  joyful  found,  nor  welcomed,  as  it 
deferved.  He  met  with  great  oppofition.  The 
Holy  Ghoft  witnefled  that  in  every  city,  bonds 
and  afflictions  awaited  him.  As  thefe  abounded, 
Vol.  II.  O  grace 
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grace  did  much  more  abound.  For  he  was  car- 
ried on  through  perfections,  imprifonment,  (ton- 
ing, whipping,  perils  of  various  kinds,  fuffered 
for  Chrift,  and  Chrift  made  him  victorious  over 
them  all.  He  not  only  enabled  Paul  to  conquer, 
but  alfo  made  him  more  than  conqueror — he  was 
the  blefled  inftrument  of  pulling  down  the  ftrong 
holds  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  of  fetting  up  in  the 
world,  that  kingdom  of  Jefus,  which  is  flourifh- 
ing  to  this  day,  and  which  will  triumph  to  eter- 
nity. A  poor  weak  man  had  all  the  Reman  em- 
pire againft  him,  but  he  did  wonders.  Through 
Chrift  ftrengthening  him,  he  went  on  conquering 
and  to  conquer :  And  to  Chrift  he  gives  all  the 
glory ;  acknowledging  that  the  gofpel,  his  preach- 
ing it,  and  the  fuccefs  of  it,  was  of  God,  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  power  was  of  God.  "  Thanks 
*'  be  unto  God,  who  always  caufeth  us  to  tri- 
**  umph  in  Chrift."  He,  for  us  men,  and  for 
our  falvation,  came  down  from  heaven,  and  was 
incarnate,  that  as  our  furety  he  might  live,  and 
die  and  conquer  for  us.  It  was  to  the  everlafting 
honour  of  his  grace  and  mercy,  that  he  would 
engage  in  this  war,  and  undertake  to  deliver  his 
people  from  the  tyranny  of  their  enemies.  They 
were  in  bondage  to  fin — fold  under  fin  — enflaved 
to  diverfe  lufts  and  pleafures— living  according 
to  the  courfe  of  this  world — according  to  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  wicked  fpi- 
rit,  who  now  worketh  effectually  in  the  children 
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of  difobcdience.  Thefe  tyrants  were  leading 
them  captive  at  their  will,  hoping  foon  to  have 
them  delivered  over  to  death,  and  then  to  ever- 
lafting  deftruclion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord, 
and  from  the  glory  of  his  power.  In  this  refera- 
ble flate,  under  fin — under  condemnation,  we  all 
were— guilty  and  helplefs — not  only  without  any 
means  of  deliverance  in  our  own  power,  but 
without  any  defire  of  it,  being  tempted  to  dream 
of  liberty,  while  we  were  tied  and  bound  with 
the  chain  of  our  fins,  and  fancying  that  we 
were  free,  even  while  our  enemies  were  waiting 
to  exercife  their  utmoft  malice  againft  us,  by 
binding  us  with  chains  of  everlafting  darknefs. 
O  what  mercies — what  companions  are  in  our 
God — in  our  Jefus  !  He  remembered  us  in  this 
our  low  eftate,  and  manifefted  the  exceeding 
riches  of  his  grace,  in  coming  from  heaven 
to  fave  his  people  from  their  fins.  To  this 
end  Jehovah  was  manifefted  in  the  flefh,  as  it 
is  written,  Jer.  1.  33,  34,  "  The  children  of 
"  Ifrael,  and  the  children  of  Judah  were  op- 
"  prefted  together,  and  all  that  took  them  cap- 
"  tives  held  them  faft,  and  refufed  to  let  them 
"  go  :  But  their  redeemer  is  ftrong,  the  Lord  of 
"  hofts  is  his  name,  he  fliall  thoroughly  plead 
"  their  caufe."  He  made  all  our  enemies  his 
own,  and  fought  our  battles  againft  them.  He 
obeyed,  that  the  broken  law  which  flood  againft 
us  might  be  magnified  by  his  obedience  :  The 
penalties  of  it  he  endured,  when  the  Lord  laid 
O  2  .  upon 
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upon  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all.  His  crofs  was 
his  triumphal  chariot,  on  which  he  vanquifhed 
all  our  foes,  Col.  ii.  14,  1 5.  He  blotted  out  the 
hand  writing  of  ordinances,  that  was  againft  us, 
which  was  contrary  to  us,  and  he  took  it  out  of 
the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  crofs :  And  having 
fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  he  made  a  (hew 
of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  that 
fame  crofs.  By  dying  on  it  he  put  away  fin  by 
the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  and  by  his  rifing  from  the 
dead  on  the  third  day,  according  to  the  fcrip- 
tures,  he  overcame  death,  and  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil.  And  now  as 
God-man  in  one  Chrift,  the  almighty  Saviour  of 
his  redeemed,  he  is  feated  upon  his  throne  of 
grace,  all  his  enemies  being  made  his  foot-ftool, 
he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come 
unto  God  by  him.  Such  was  the  battle  which 
the  Redeemer  fought.  Such  was  the  victory 
which  he  obtained.  The  important  news  of  it 
is  the  fubftance  of  that  bleffed  gofpel,  which  he 
ordered  his  apoftles  to  preach  to  every  creature, 
and  which  he  promifed  to  aflift  them  in,  and  to 
be  with  them  for  that  purpofe  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  He  is  as  good  as  his  word  to  this  day. 
\Still  faith  cometh  by  hearing  it.  The  holy  Spirit 
witnefTes  to  it,  that  it  is  the  truth  of  God,  and 
he  applies  it,  and  makes  it  the  power  of  God 
unto  falvation.  He  enables  the  hearers  to  mix 
fuch  faith  with  it  that  they  receive,  and  enjo^ 
the  happy  fruits  of  Chrift's  victory.    Once  they 

were 
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were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  but  now  Chrift 
hath  quickened  them.  They  were  guilty,  and 
bound  over  to  condemnation,  but  the  law  of  the 
fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  hath  freed  them  from 
the  law  of  linand  of  death.  Once  they  walked 
after  the  courfe  of  this  world,  but  now  they  walk 
with  God.  Their  old  enemies  are  ftill  fighting 
agaiaft  them,  and  watching  for  their  deftruction, 
but  they  are  enabled  to  gain  daily  viclory  over 
them,  over  the  world,  the  flefh,  and  the  devil, 
through  the  ftrcngth  of  Jefus,  and  through  the 
power  of  his  might.  Their  wants  are  many,  and 
they  are  daily  made  more  fenfible  of  them,  but 
they  have  an  abundant  fupply  of  every  thing  that 
pertains  to  life  and  godlinefs,  out  of  the  infinite 
fulnefs  of  God,  their  Saviour. 

Thus  far  the  three  volumes  went,  which  were 
formerly  publiflied  upon  this  fubject,  entitled, 
The  Life  of  Faith,  and  the  Walk  of  Faith.  The 
prefent  treatife  relates  to  the  improvement  of 
the  former  doctrines,  confidering  the  fcripture 
motives  and  encouragements  for  the  believer's 
rejoicing  always  in  the  Lord,  and  triumphing  in 
the  God  of  his  falvation.  The  ground  of  his 
triumph  is  the  work  of  Chrift  :  His  warrant  to 
depend  upon  it,  is  the  word  of  Chrift  :  and  his 
actual  dependence  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift.  Building  upon  thefe  principles,  he  is 
commanded  to  go  on  from  faith  to  faith,  ftill 
p reding  forward  that  he  may  fee  more  clearly 
the  glory  of  the  perfon,  and  the  glory  of  the 

work 
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work  of  Chrift,  what  be  is  to  truft  in  for  his  titW 
to  falvation,  and  for  the  things  which  accompany 
falvation,  and  may  by  every  day's  experience  be 
growing  into  a  more  fettled  dependence  upon 
the  word  of  Chrift,  and  upon  his  faithfulnefs  to 
fulfil  it :  And  thereby  may  be  learning  to  expect 
conftant  fupplies,  and  according  as  his  faith  in- 
creafes  receiving  greater  fupplies  of  the  power  of 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift:  That  the  God  of  hope  may 
fill  him  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  that 
he  may  abound  in  hope  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  ;  And  we  have  an  encouraging  ex- 
ample in  the  Theffalonians,  who  had  great  trials, 
and  met  them  with  great  faith.  The  apoftle  com- 
mended it  highly,  but  by  practice  it  had  fo  im- 
proved, that  having  occafion  to  mention  it  fome 
time  afterwards,  he  fays, — "  We  are  bound  to 
"  thank  God  always  for  you,  brethren,  as  it  is 
"  meet,  becaufe  that  your  faith  groweth  exceed- 
"  ingly."  We  have  the  fame  promifes,  and  the 
fame  helps,  as  they  had — promifes  exceeding 
great,  and  exceeding  precious,  containing  a  free 
grant  in  Chrift  of  all  fpiritual  bleffings— a  full 
warrant  to  make  ufe  of  them  for  life  and  godli- 
nefs,  with  commands  and  encouragements  to  truft 
and  not  be  afraid  of  any  enemies,  or  of  any  dan- 
gers :  Becaufe  he  is  faithful  who  has  promifed 
to  be  with  them — to  guide  them  with  his  coun- 
fel — to  keep  them  fafe  by  his  power — to  blefs 
them  with  his  love—and  never  to  leave  them  nor 
I        •  forfake 
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forfake  them :  So  that  in  all  difficulties  and 
troubles,  they  may  go  on  their  way  rejoicing, 
until  faith  and  patience  have  done  their  perfect 
work.  To  this  purpofe,  a  Divine,  whofe  praife 
is  in  all  the  churches,  has  given  his  teftimony ; 
"  It  is  an  everlafting  fpring  of  comfort,  and  en- 
couragement unto  the  people  of  God,  both  in 
prayer,  and  unto  prayer  ;  they  pray  to  him,  who 
is  mighty,  mighty  to  do  what  they  pray  for. 
The  Lord's  promifes  are  our  richeft  inheritances, 
and  that  not  only  becaufe  he  hath  promifed 
greater  and  better  things,  than  are  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  any  man's  power  to  make  good,  or  in 
the  compafs  of  any  man's  underftanding  to  com- 
prehend ;  but  becaufe  he  will  certainly  be  as 
good  in  performance,  as  he  hath  been  in  pro- 
mife :  For  he  is  in  one  mind  concerning  all  that 
he  hath  promifed  :  He  will  be  merciful  as  he 
hath  promifed,  and  pardon  fin,  as  he  hath  pro- 
mifed, and  fancrify  all  our  troubles,  as  he  hath 
promifed  :  he  will  give  us  his  Spirit,  as  he  hath 
promifed,  and  fave  us  eternally  as  he  hath  pro- 
mifed." A  great  Layman  thus  confirms  the  fame 
truth— Were  God  but  believed  in  what  he  fays, 
all  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and  the  doubtings 
of  our  unbelieving  hearts,  would  be  lilenced  and 
brought  to  nothing.  -What  exceeding  folly  is  it 
in  our  hearts,  that  God,  who  never  deceived  any 
that  trufled  in  him,  ihould  be  diftrufted  by  any, 
and  not  believed  by  all.  He  is  the  God  of  truth,': 

fo 
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fo  is  his  word  the  word  of  truth.  And  not  any 
foul,  that  ever  tried  God  by  trufting  him  upon 
his  word,  but  found  him  fo.  Oh,  then  take 
God's  word,  and  our  hearts  will  be  quiet. 
Though  the  heathen  do  rage,  yet  they  imagine 
but  a  vain  thing.  In  this  glorious  doctrine,  free 
grace  in  God  is  the  fountain,  full  fatisfattion  to 
divine  juftice  the  way,  but  perfect  falvation  and 
redemption  to  all  his  ele£t  body  in  Chrift  the  end. 
And  truly  when  a  foul  can  fay,  My  Beloved  is 
mine,  and  I  am  his,  he  hath  fpoken  all  at  once. 
I  know'no  other  light  nor  rule,  but  the  word  and 
Spirit  to  make  out  any  thing  of  God  to  any  foul : 
The  glory  of  the  great  day  will  be— God  is  mine, 
and  I  am  his." 
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CHAP.  II. 


Some  fcrtpture  encouragements  for  the  triumph  of 
faith. 


x\  LL  the  old  teftament  words  which  we  tranf- 
late  triumph,  fignify  great  joy,  felt  in  the  heart, 
and  exprefled  outwardly  in  word  or  deed  ;  a  ju- 
bilee of  joy,  even  joy  in  the  higheft,  as  near  as  it 
can  be  to  the  joy  of  heaven.  In  the  new  tefta- 
ment the  word  is  ufed  but  twice  :  Firft,  for  what 
Chrift  engaged  to  do  for  us,  and  fecondly,  for 
what  Chrift  engaged  to  do  in  us.  For  as  he  un- 
dertook to  fight  our  battles  againft  all  our  ene- 
mies—lin,  the  world,  Satan,  death  and  hell :  And 
the  Captain  of  our  falvation  has  gained  a  com- 
plete victory,  and  had  a  raoft  glorious  triumph 
over  them  in  his  own  perfon — when  he  blotted 
out  the  hand  writing  of  ordinances  that  was 
againft  us,  which  was  contrary  to  us,  and  he 
took  it  out  of  the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  crofs : 
And  having  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  he 
made  a  fhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over 
them  in  that  fame  crofs.  And  he  ftill  goes  on 
conquering  and  to  conquer  :  By  the  preaching  of 
his  crofs  and  paffion,  his  refurre&ion  and  afcen- 
fion,  he  is  to  this  very  day  exalting  the  honours 
of  his  victory  and  triumph  in  the  hearts  and 
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lives  of  his  redeemed,  giving  them  fuch  a  lhare 
in  his  conquefts,  that  they  ought  to  be  ever 
praifing  him  with  joyful  lips — Now  thanks  be 
unto  God,  who  always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in 
Chrift.  This  was  the  apoftle's  happy  experience. 
He  found  that  the  gofpel,  and  his  preaching  of 
it,  and  the  great  fuccefs  which  attended  it,  were 
the  fruits  of  Chrift 's  prefence  with  him,  and  bleff- 
ing  upon  him  :  Therefore  to  him  he  gave  all  the 
glory.  So  do  we  ftill.  We  fee  the  triumphs  of 
the  crofs  fpread  far  and  wide,  and  we  praife  him 
for  our  day  of  gofpel  grace.  The  crucified  Sa- 
viour in  his  majefty  rides  on  profperoufly  in  the 
chariots  of  falvation,  and  his  enemies  fall  under 
him.  In  the  day  of  his  power  he  makes  them  a 
willing  people.  They  fubmit  to  his  fceptre,  and 
acknowledge  him  to  be  their  Lord,  and  their 
God.  Under  his  banner  they  fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith,  and  they  daily  conquer,  yea,  they  are 
more  than  conquerors  through  him  who  loveth 
them,  crowned  conquerors  in  glory  everlafting. 
Thus  it  appears  that  the  triumph  of  the  Head 
includes  the  triumph  of  his  members.  The  foun- 
tain from  whence  fprings  their  prefent,  and  their 
eternal  joy,  is  God— God  in  Chrift.  They  glory- 
in  the  victories  of  the  God-man  ;  Becaufe  of  his 
commandment ;  becaufe  of  his  free  promife, 
which  is  a  perfect  warrant  for  the  fulleft  confi- 
dence :  And  becaufe  of  his  goodnefs,  truth  and 
power,  which  are  bound  to  fulfil  all  his  engage^. 
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ments.  Looking  to  fhefe  infallible  fecurities,  the 
believer's  heart  is  eftablifhed,  trufting  in  the 
Lord.  Being  of  the  true  circumcifron,  he  would 
put  no  confidence  in  the  flefh,  but  would  be 
daily  crucifying  it  with  its  affections  and  luffs, 
and  bringing  all  high  thoughts  of  felf  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift.  If  he  has  been  long  {land- 
ing in  the  faith— an  old  chriflian — if  he  has  re- 
ceived much  confolation  from  his  Lord — or  has 
been  very  active  and  fuccefsful  in  his  fervice;  his 
truft  is  never  in  himfelf.  The  ground  of  his  be- 
lieving is  always  one  and  the  fame.  He  has  no 
new  doctrine  to  learn.  No  new  warrant  to  en- 
courage him  to  believe.  The  word  of  God — 
Thus  faith  the  Lord,  is  always  fufficient  :  And 
ought  to  draw  forth  the  fulleft  credit,  that  can 
pollibly  be  given  to  the  teftimony  of  the  God  of 
truth.  What  was  advanced  before  in  The  Life 
of  Faith,  and  in  the  Walk  of  Faith,  is  taken  for 
granted  in  the  prefent  treatife.  Here  is  no  new 
doctrine.  Salvation  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  in  no 
other :  I  am,  fays  he,  the  truth,  the  one  faving 
truth,  like  himfelf,  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day, 
and  for  ever.  One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  falva- 
tion.  And  whoever  believes  this  aright  is  in  a 
fafe  ftate,  in  which  there  is  no  change  with  ref- 
pect  to  God;  no  variablenefs,  or  fhadow  of 
turning.  Whatever  his  own  apprehenfions  may 
be,  the  word  of  the  Lord  endureth  for  ever.  He 
jnay  be  tempted  in  a  legal  hour  to  caft  away  his 
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confidence,  but  the  counfel  of  the  Lord  (hall 
ftand.  He  may  change,  but  I,  faith  God,  change 
not.  For  the  gracious  gifts  and  calling  of  God 
are  without  repentance— they  are  fuch  that  it 
cannot  repent  him  of  beftowing  them,  or  of  con- 
tinuing them,  when  once  beftowed.  As  the  be- 
liever has  no  new  truth  to  learn,  only  to  improve 
the  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Chrift  :  So  he 
has  no  new  title  to  expect..  Under  the  free  grant 
and  gift  of  God,  falvation  comes  to  him  of  grace, 
in  the  moft  fovereign  way  that  can  be  conceived. 
And  his  warrant  to  receive  it  is  the  divine  com- 
mand ;  and  when  he  has  been  enabled  to  receive 
it  by  the  obedience  of  faith,  the  divine  promife 
aflures  him,  that  he  fhall  not  perifh  for  his  fins, 
but  that  he  fhall  have  everlafling  life.  Believing 
the  promife  is  the  beft  title  that  poffibly  can  be 
to  this  falvation ;  for  we  are  faved  freely  by  grace, 
through  faith,  and  that  not  of  ourfelves,  neither 
falvation  nor  faith  ;  both  are  the  gifts  of  God. 
And  under  the  title  all  the  bleffings  which  ac- 
company falvation  are  included,  all  the  things 
which  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God— a  fufficiency 
of  prefent  grace,  and  the  full  poffeffion  of  eternal 
glory.  This  is  the  good  old  foundation,  upon 
which  the  heirs  of  promife  have  always  built 
their  faith  and  hope.  They  knew,  that  all  ful- 
nefs  was  in  Chi  ill  for  their  ufe  and  enjoyment  : 
And  they  were  perfuaded,  that  they  fliould  honor 
him  moft.  by  believing  this  with  the  ftrongeft 
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certainty.  They  could  not  truft  too  foon,  nor 
too  much,  to  his  faithfulnefs.  And  therefore 
they  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that 
they  may  receive  out  of  his  fulnefs  at  all  times, 
for  all  things,  for  body  and  foul,  for  earth  and 
heaven,  what  they  wanted,  and  what  he  had 
promifed.  The  more  they  live  thus  by  faith,  they 
will  experience  more  occafion  to  rejoice  in  the 
Lord  :  And  to  find  that  his  arm  to  fulfil  will  al- 
ways go  as  far  as  his  promife,  even  to  blefs  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
hath  blefled  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in 
heavenly  things  in  Chrift.  This  indeed  is  ftrong 
faith,  but  it  is  the  gift  of  a  ftrong  God  :  it  does 
not  depend,  in  the  leaft,  on  what  the  believer 
can  do  for  himfelf,  but  on  what  the  Almighty 
has  engaged  to  do  for  him,  and  in  him,  and  by 
him :  For  he  requires  and  commands  it  in  thi» 
high  degree  :  There  is  grace  fufficient  to  bring 
it  into  ufe  and  practice,  as  far  as  the  commands 
go,  all  things  promifed  being  poffible  to  him  that 
believeth  :  And  they  who  have  trufted  moft  to 
the  faithfulnefs  of  God,  who  againft  hope  be- 
lieved in  hope,  have  experienced  that  God  did 
never  leave  them  nor  forfake  them.  He  magni- 
fied his  word  above  all  his  name.  There  he  has 
made  his  name  to  fhine  forth,  and  all  his  attri- 
butes are  magnified  in  their  greateft  perfection. 
The  believers  on  earth,  and  the  faints  in  heaven, 
praife  God  for  his  word  :  becaufe  it  is  the  inftru- 
a  ment 
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mcnt  of  his  Spirit,  by  which  he  beftows  grace, 
and  according  to  which,  he  gives  glory.  The 
fulfilling  of  his  word  runs  through  time,  and 
will  run  through  eternity.  Bleffed  be  God  for 
his  word  of  promife  :  BlefTed  be  the  Lord,  that 
it  will  be  fulfilling  for  ever  and  ever.  This  being 
the  cafe,  it  becomes  neceflary  to  enquire  into 
the  divine  records,  and  to  fee  what  a  full  war- 
rant God  has  given  us  to  truft  and  not  be  afraid: 
And  this  to  every  believer,  there  being  the  fame 
ground  to  believe  with  the  ftrongeft  faith,  as  to 
believe  at  all. 

This  enquiry  is  the  more  neceffary,  becaufe  of 
the  place  which  faith  holds  in  our  religion.  It 
reaches  to  the  whole  of  it :  So  that  nothing  is 
good  before  God,  however  fair  and  fpecious  it 
may  appear  to  men,  without  it.  The  confeience, 
the  heart,  and  its  affections,  are  purified  only  by 
faith.  All  duties,  for  their  right  motive,  and  for 
their  acceptance,  depend  upon  it.  Without 
faith  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  God.  No  trials 
and  afflictions  can  be  patiently  and  profitably  en- 
dured, unlefs  faith  be  in  exercife.  Our  whole 
warfare  is  carried  on,  and  can  be,  by  our  being 
lfrong  in  the  Lord,  and  fighting  in  the  power  of 
his  might,  finhhed  victorioufly  only  by  faith.  In- 
deed it  enters  fo  much  into  every  thing  wherein 
we  have  to  do  with  God,  that  the  ftrengthening 
of  it  is  the  ftrengthening  of  every  other  grace  ; 
which  are  weak  or  vigorous  according  as  more 

or 
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or  Iefs  faith  enters  into  them.  And  therefore  the 
fcripture  encouragements  for  our  growth  in  faith 
fhould  be  well  weighed  with  much  prayer,  fre- 
quent meditation,  and  thankfgiving,  that  they 
may  have  their  proper  effeft  upon  the  believer's 
heart  and  life.  And  as  this  can  be  done  only  by 
power  from  on  high  :  Affiftance  muft  ever  be 
fought  from  thence,  and  depended  upon.  The 
Holy  Spirit  is  the  very  breath  of  fpiritual  life,  and 
of  all  fpiritual  activity.  Every  godly  motion  of 
the  heart  is  from  his  holy  infpiration.  So  the 
fcripture  teaches :  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  ««  Not  that  we 
(even  apoftles)  are  fufficient  of  ourfelves  to  think 
any  thing  as  of  ourfelves,  but  our  fufhciency  is  of 
God."  So  we  are  taught  to  pray :  O  Lord,  from 
whom  all  good  things  do  come,  grant  to  us  thy 
humble  fervants,  that  by  thy  holy  infpiration  we 
may  think  thofe  things  that  be  good,  and  by  thy 
merciful  guiding  may  perform  the  fame,  through 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Amen.  Fifth  Sunday 
after  Eafter,  and  again,  the  Nineteenth  Sunday 
after  Trinity.  O  God,  forafmuch  as  without 
thee  we  are  not  able  to  plcafe  thee  ;  mercifully 
grant  that  thy  Holy  Spirit  may  in  all  things  direct 
and  rule  our  hearts,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

A  great  Divine  has  thus  exprcffed  the  fame 
fentiments. 

"  In  thofe  who  are  truly  converted  all  faving 
truths  are  tranferibed  out  of  the  fcripture  into 

their 
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their  hearts.  They  are  taught  of  God;  fo  as 
they  find  all  truths,  both  concerning  the  eftate, 
and  the  gracious  and  happy  eftate  of  man,  in 
fhemfelves.  They  carry  a  body  of  divinity  in 
them,  and  about  them  ;  fo  as  from  a  faving  feel- 
ing they  can  fpeak  of  converfion,  of  grace,  of 
the  Spirit,  &c.  and  from  this  acquaintance  are 
ready  to  yield  and  give  up  themfelves  to  truth 
revealed,  and  to  God  fpeaking  by  it.  And  thus 
a  man  may  know  his  eftate  before  God  by  his 
relifh  for  the  word.  There  is  a  heavenly  and 
divine  relifh  in  the  word  of  God,  as  for  inftance 
— Take  the  doclrine  of  his  providence,  that  all 
things  lhall  work  together  for  the  beft  to  them 
that  love  God.  What  a  fweet  word  is  this  !  A 
whole  kingdom  is  not  worth  this  promife — That 
whatever  befals  a  Chriftian  in  this  world,  there 
is  an  over-ruling  Providence  to  fway  all  to  good, 
to  help  forward  his  eternal  good — That  Chrift  will 
be  prefent  with  us  in  all  conditions — That  he  will 
give  us  his  Holy  Spirit— That  when  we  confefs 
our  fins,  and  lay  them  open,  he  is  merciful  to 
forgive  them— That  if  our  fins  were  red  as  fcar- 
let,  they  fliall  be  as  white  as  wool.  What  kind 
of  incredible  fweetnefs  is  in  thefe  to  a  heart  that 
is  prepared  for  thefe  comforts  ?  The  doctrines  of 
reconciliation,  of  adoption,  of  glory  to  come,  of 
the  offices  of  Chrift,  and  fuch  like,  how  fweet 
are  they  ?  They  relifh  wonderfully  to  a  fanctified 
foul,    Thefe  truths  that  come  out  of  the  mouth 

of 
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of  Chrift,  and  out  of  the  miniftry  concerning 
Chrift,  they  are  mod  fweet  of  all.  Oh  how 
fweet  were  thefe  words  to  the  poor  man — TLy 
fins  are  forgiven  thee — Do  you  think  they  went  not 
to  his  heart  ?  The  beft  difcovery  of  a  true  affec- 
tion to  Chrift,  and  of  a  true  ftate  in  grace,  is  form 
our  affection  to  the  word  of  Chrift.  Wherever 
there  is  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  there  is  an  high  re- 
fpccl  lo  the  word." 

A  believer  trufting  to  thefe  helps, and  making  a 
diligent  ufe  of  thefe  means,  in  reading  the  charter 
of  grace,  will  find  fuch  a  faith  frequently  de- 
fcribed  and  required,  as  relies  on  the  truth  of  God 
without  doubt  •  or  wavering,  as  depends  on  his 
faithfulnefs  to  his  promifes,  with  the  fulleft  con- 
fidence of  the  heart,  and  waits  on  his  fulfilling 
them,  ftedfaftly  perfuaded,  that  he  has  fpoken 
nothing  with  his  mouth  but  what  he  will  infalli- 
bly make  good  with  his  arm- 
All  the  gifts  and  graces  of  God  come  to  us  in 
his  promifes,  and  cannot  be  received  or  enjoyed, 
but  in  the  way  of  believing.    What  then  can  be 
a  greater  encouragement  not  to  ftagger  at  any 
promife  through  unbelief,  than  that  God  has  de- 
clared it  is  a  fervice  well  pleafing  and  accepta- 
ble to  him.    It  is  high  worfhip,  to  be  ftrong  in 
faith,  giving  glory  to  God  :  For  it  is  a  gift  of 
his  love,  and  a  grace  of  his  Spirit,  and  his  own 
fpecial  work  in  the  hearts  of  his  people.    In  the 
day  of  his  power  he  makes  them  willing,  and  he 
enables  them  to  fet  to  their  feal,  that  God  is 
Vol  II.  P  true. 
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true.  So  we  read — «  By  faith  in  Chrift,  Enoch 
"  walked  with  God,  and  he  had  this  tcftimony, 
"  that  he  pleafed  God,  but  without  this  faith  it 
"  is  impofliblc  to  pleafe  him :"  Therefore 
Enoch's  ftate,  and  his  walk,  and  his  tranflation, 
were  all  by  faith.  Now  we  know,  that  the 
judgment  of  God  is  according  to  truth,  and  he 
has  declared  in  the  word  of  truth,  thatwhatfo- 
cver  is  not  of  faith  is  fin.  So  that  it  is  impofliblc 
it  fhould  pleafe  a  moft  holy  God;  who  has  mag- 
nified his  word  above  all  his  name,  and  who 
delights  to  fee  his  people  do  the  fame,  magnify- 
ing it,  by  giving  it  the  fulleft  credit  of  their 
hearts,  and  the  moft  perfect,  dependence  of  their 
lives. 

He  has  alfo  required  this  by  his  exprefs  com- 
mand :  This  is  his  commandment,  that  we 
fhould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  has  faid,  "  Ye  believe  in  God,  believe 
"  alfo  in  me,"  with  the  fame  faith,  and  with  the 
fame  worfhip  :  And  when  the  jailor  enquired  of 
Paul  and  Silas,  Sirs,  what  muft  I  do  to  be  favedr 
They  anfwercd — Believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  thou  fhalt  be  faved.  And  this  be- 
lief is  commanded  in  very  trying  circuraftances, 
when  the  outward  fupports  of  faith  feem  to  fail, 
and  the  inward  comforts  are  at  a  very  lowebb : 
"  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  LoroL 
««  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fervant,  that 
"  walkcth  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light :  Let 
"  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay 
5  "  upon 
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K  upon  his  God,"— his  God  ftill.  That  relation 
is  always  the  fame  :  And  fo  are  the  bleffings 
which  are  included  in  it,  and  which  he  cannot 
fail  to  bellow  upon  them  who  honor  his  word  in 
fueh  trials  of  their  faith,  that  againft  hope  they 
believe  in  hope  :  For  bleffed  are  all  they  who  put 
their  truft  in  him. 

For  the  farther  confirmation  of  their  faith  he 
has  ftrengthened  his  commands,  with  the  moft  en- 
couraging promifes  of  grace  to  help  in  every  time 
of  need.  Afk,  and  ye  (hall  have:  For  hegiveth 
to  all  afkers  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not,  come 
they  ever  fo  often,  or  afk  ever  fo  much  :  yea, 
our  heavenly  Father  will  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
them  that  afk  him  :  And  his  influence  goes  as  far 
as  any  promife,  for  he  is  the  mighty  power  of 
God  unto  falvation  to  every  one  that  believeth. 
Whatever  is  promifed,  he  is  almighty  to  fulfil. 
So  we  read  when  our  Lord  curfed  the  barren  fig 
tree,  the  apoftles  marvelled,  that  it  prefently 
withered  away.  Jefus  anfwcred  and  faid  unto 
them,  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  if  ye  have  faith  and 
doubt  not,  ye  fliall  not  only  do  this  which  is 
done  to  the  fig  tree,  but  alfo  if  ye  fliall  fay  unto 
this  mountain,  Be  thou  removed,  and  be  thou 
caff  into  the  fea  ;  it  fliall  be  done:  And  all 
things  whatfoevcr  ye  fliall  afk  in  prayer  believ- 
ing, ye  fhall  receive  :  For  believing  honors  the 
truth  of  the  promifer,  and  afking  in  prayer  for 
the  fulfilling  of  it,  engages  and  fecures  the  pro- 
P  2.  mifed 
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mifcd  grace.  The  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a 
righteous  man  availeth  much  ;  fo  much,  that  the 
prayer  of  faith  has  opened  and  fhut  heaven.  It 
has  done  wonders  in  removing  mountains  of  dif- 
ficulties, and  conquering  hofts  of  foes,  which 
rendered  it  feemingly  impoflible  that  the  word  of 
God  fiiould  be  eftablifhcd.  But  faith  gained 
the  victory,  and  triumphed  glorioufly. 

It  has  pleafed  God  alfo  to  confirm  all  thefe 
arguments,  by  revealing  the  motive,  on  which  he 
made  the  promifes.  It  was  love.  They  are  all  free 
grace  promifes.  In  his  councils,  in  the  revealing 
them, in  the  fulfilling  them, love  directs  the  whole. 
They  are  difcoveries  of  what  is  in  the  Father's 
heart  to  his  children,  and  are  the  means  of  con- 
veying his  fatherly  bleffings,  efpecially  fuch  a 
perfuafion  of  his  love  to  them,  as  will  work  love 
to  him,  and  they  work  by  love.  For  we  love 
him,  becaufe  he  firfl:  loved  us :  Therefore  he 
fpeaks  to  them  comfortably,  addreffing  himfelf 
to  them  in  the  tendereft  compaffion,  and  calling 
them  by  the  dearefl:  names — his  chofen— his  be- 
loved—his adopted— his  children— his  friends- 
heirs,  heirs  of  God— joint  heirs  with  Chrift,  who 
is  Lord  of  all— his  peculiar  treafurc— his  portion 
—thefe,  and  many  other  endearing  names,  are 
intended  to  convince  them  of  his  love,  and  to 
win,  and  engage  their  hearts  in  love  to  him  : 
That  when  it.  is  given  them  to  believe  the  truth 
of  his  promifes,  they  might  be  certain  of  their 
4  fulfilment. 
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fulfilment.  God  is  love  :  He  dclighteth  in  his 
people.  His  heart  is  fo  fet  upon  them,  that  in 
his  dealings  with  them,  love  has  the  appointing, 
the  directing,  and  the  blefling  of  all.  His  love 
to  them  had  no  beginning,  and  it  will  have  no 
end.  It  beftows  on  the  happy  objects  of  it, 
grace,  and  it  fecures  to  them  glory.  Love  has 
crowned  their  Head.  And  love  will  crown  all 
his  members.  For  out  of  his  fulnefs  they  are 
moil:  freely  invited  to  come,  and  take  all  fpiri- 
tual  bleffings,  as  the  earneft  of  eternal.  Behold, 
what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bellowed 
upon  them!  who  can  believe  it,  and  not  love 
him  again ! 

It  has  plcafedGod  alf6  to  give  us  fome  exam- 
ples of  his  fingular  favor,  to  them  who  a£ted 
flrong  faith,  and  to  whom  he  therefore  admi- 
niftercd  ftrong  confolation.  The  apoftle  fays, 
"  That  whatfoever  things  were  written  afore- 
"  time  were  written  for  our  learning,  that  we 
"  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures 
<c  might  have  hope."  And  then  he  prays, 
H  Now  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  joy  and 
"  peace  in  believing,  that  ye  may  abound  in  hope, 
"  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."  And  when 
the  Holy  Ghoft  gives  it  this  blened  erTe£t,  he 
always  fills  the  heart  with  gratitude  and  thank- 
fulnefs.  Thus,  it  operated  in  the  day  when  the 
believer  was  enabled  to  fay,  «  O  Lord,  I  will 

"  praife 
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"  praife  thee:  Though  thou  -.aft  angry  with 
"  me,  thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and  thou 
"  haft  comforted  me.  Behold,  God  is  my  fal- 
"  vation,  I  will  truft  and  not  be  afraid  :  For  the 
"  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  ftrength  and  my  fong,  he 
"  alfo  is  become  my  falvation.  Therefore  with 
"  joy  lhall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the  fountain  of 
K  falvation."  O  what  reviving  cordials  did  the 
father  of  the  faithful  draw  out  of  it!  who  againft 
hope  believed  in  hope,  that  he  thould  become 
the  father  of  many  nations,  according  to  that 
which  was  fpoken  :  "  So  fliall  thy  feed  be  :  And 
"  being  not  weak  in  faith,  he  confidered  not  his 
"  own  body  now  dead,  neither  yet  the  deadnefs 
"  of  Sarah's  womb:  He  ftaggered  not  at  the 
"  promife  of  God  through  unbelief,  but  was 
"  ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God  :"  And 
being  fully  perfuaded,  that  what  he  had  pro- 
mifed,  he  was  able  alfo  to  perform.  For  this 
heroic  faith,  he  is  celebrated  in  fcripture,  and 
propofed  to  us  for  an  example.  One  of  his  chil- 
dren was  enabled  to  follow  clofe  the  fteps  of  his 
faith,  through  a  life  of  continual  and  great  fuf- 
ferings,  and  to  triumph  in  the  profpecf  of  a  vio- 
lent death.  "  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered  up, 
"  and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand :  I 
"  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  rinifhed  my 
**  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith  :  Henceforth 
**  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteouf- 

"  nefs, 
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«  nefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  will 
«"  give  mc  in  that  day,  and  not  to  me  only,  but 
"  unto  all  them  that  love  his  appearing." 

We  have  another  example  given  us  in  the 
fifty-fixth  Pfalm.  On  whatever  occafion  the 
prophet  indited  it,  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  teaches 
us  to  apply  it  to  the  Son  of  David,  who  is  Chrifr. 
the  Lord.  It  describes  his  great  trials,  and  con- 
tinual perfecutions,  and  his  invincible  faith,  by 
which  he  was  carried  through  them,  when  all 
the  world  was  againft  him.  The  whole  Pfalm  is 
a  prayer  made  up  of  the  moll  perfe£l  truft,  and 
confidence  in  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  his  word, 
and  he  allures  himfelf  that  heaven  and  earth  (hall 
pafs  away,  before  one  jot  or  tittle  of  it  could 
fail.  He  had  enemies,  many,  mighty,  cunning, 
cruel,  united  together  to  deftroy  him,  Acts  iv. 
27,  but  his  heart  was  ellabliflicd,  trufting  in  the 
Lord.  He  read,  he  knew,  he  believed  the  pro- 
mifes  made  to  him,  and,  without  doubt  or 
wavering,  he  waited  for  the  fulfilling  of  them. 
Thus  he  viewed  the  Father's  covenant  engage* 
ments,  who  had  declared;  "  Thus  faith  God  the 
"  Lord,  he  that  created  the  heavens,  and  ftretch- 
"  ed  them  out,  he  that  fpread  forth  the  earth, 
"  and  that  which  cometh  out  of  it:  He  that 
"  giveth  breath  unto  the  people  upon- it,  and 
"  fpirit  to  them  that  walk  therein  :  I  the  Lord 
«  have  called  thee  in  righteoufnefs,  and  I  will 
"  hold  thy  hand,  and  I  keep  thee,  and  I  will 
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"  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,"  &cr 
On  this  rock  he  built  his  faith,  and  could  not  be 
moved.  "  The  Lord  God,  fays  he,  hath  open- 
"  ed  mine  ear,  and  I  was  not  rebellious,  neither 
"  turned  away  back  :  I  gave  my  back  to  the 
i*  fmiters,  and  my  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked 

*  off  the  hair  :  I  hid  not  my  face  from  fliame  and 
"  fpitting  :  For  the  Lord  God  will  help  me, 
"  therefore  (hall  I  not  be  confounded:  therefore 
"  have  I  fet  my  face  like  a  flint,  and  I  know  that 
"  I  (hall  not  be  afhamed  :  He  is  near  that  jufti- 
"  fieth  me,  who  will  contend  with  me  ?  Let  us 
"  ftand  together.  Who  is  mine  adverfary  ?  Let 
*'  him  come  near  to  me.  Behold  the  Lord  God 
<{  will  help  me,  who  is  he  that  (hall  condemn 
"  me  ?  Lo,  they  all  fliall  wax  old  as  a  garment, 
"  the  moth  fliall  eat  them  up."  What  an  un- 
daunted courage  is  here  manifefted  ?  In  this  fpi- 
rit  of  faith,  he  prays — 

"  Be  gracious  unto  me,  O  God,  becaufe  fallen 

«  man  would  devour  me  :    all  the  day  long 

•f  he  is  fighting  againft  me,  and  opprefling  me  : 

"  all  the  day  long  mine  enemies  would  devour 

"  me ;  for  they  are  many  who  fight  againft  me, 

"  O  thou  moft  high.    In  the  day,  when  I  might 

*  have  reafon  to  fear,  I  will  put  my  truft  in 
"  thee  :  I  fliall  praife  God  becaufe  of  his  word: 
t(  In  God  I  have  put  my  truft,  I  will  not  fear 
"  what  fleih  can  do  unto  me  :  All  the  day  long 
¥  they  torture  my  words :  All  their  devices  are 

11  againft 
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P  againft  me  for  evil :  They  aflemble  together ; 
f*  they  hide  themfelves :  They  watch  my  fteps, 
"  as  if  they  were  waiting  for  my  life  :  Shall  they 
11  efcape  for  their  wickednefs?  In  thine  anger, 
"  O  God,  thou  wilt  bring  thefe  people  under  I 
H  Thou  numbered  my  wanderings;  thou  haft  put 
"  my  tears  into  thy  bottle :  Are  they  not  recorded 
f*.  in  thy  regifter  ?  In  the  day,  when  I  mall  pray 
"  unto  thee,  then  fhall  mine  enemies  be  driven 
"  back  :  This  I  have  known  for  certain,  becaufe 
"  God  is  on  my  fide  :  I  will  praife  God,  becaufe 
fl  of  his  word:  I  will  praife  Jehovah,  becaufe  of 
!'  his  word :  In  God  have  I  trufted,  I  will  not 
f  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  me.  Thy  vows 
"  are  upon  me,  O  God.  I  will  pay  my  thankf- 
V  givings  unto  thee  :  For  thou  haft  delivered  my 
"  life  from  death.  Wilt  thou  not  alfo  keep  my 
"  feet  from  falling,  that  I  may  be  able  to  walk 
"  in  the  prefence  of  God,  in  the  light  of  life 
ff  everlaftingr" 

O  what  a  perfect  truft  and  confidence  is  this  I 
And  how  loudly  does  it  call  upon  us  to  look  to 
his  example,  that  God  would  give  us  grace  to 
follow  the  fteps  of  his  faith.  Obferve,  O  my 
foul,  and  confider  the  pattern  fet  before  thee. 
He  had  God  on  his  fide — the  promifes — the 
power — the  providences  of  the  Almighty.  He 
knew  that  every  ftep  was  marked,  every  tear 
noticed,  and  that  God  had  them  in  the  book  of 
his  remembrance.    In  this  faith  he  met  his  trials, 

and 
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and  came  off  triumphant.  Notwithstanding  his 
many  weary  fteps,  and  his  ftrong  crying  and  tears 
under  that  forrow,  which  never  had  its  like,  yet 
he  knew  that  he  mould  be  heard— and  he  was 
heard  :  His  enemies  fell  before  him  :  But  they 
rofe  and  returned  to  the  combat.  Upon  the 
word  he  cafts  his  anchor  again.  lie  truth  to  it: 
And  he  finds  it  firm  and  fure  full.  The  ftorm  is. 
great  ;  it  continues  ;  it  encreafes  ;  all  thy  waves 
and  ftorms,  fays  he  to  his  God,  are  gone  over  me. 
But,  my  foul,  truft  thou  ftill  in  the  Lord  :  for 
my  hope  is  in  him.  His  word  is  my  fiav.  It 
cannot  be  broken.  I  praife  him  for  it  ;  again  I 
praifc  him  for  it.  Trufting  in  it,  now  my  fears 
are  gone.  God  is  my  helper,  and  I  will  not  fear 
what  man  can  do  unto  him.  O  what  a  pattern 
is  here  fct  for  us  !  May  the  meditation  upon  it 
be  ufeful.  May  the  gracious  Lord,  who  is'  the 
author  and  the  finifher  of  the  faith,  blefs  the 
means  of  his  own  appointing,  for  the  ftrengthen- 
ing  of  it.  And  in  the  ufe  of  them,  looking  up 
for  the  conftant  fupplies  of  his  Spirit,  may  he 
enable  us  to  go  on  from  ftrength  to  ftrength, 
keeping  this  example  always  in  view,  until  he 
bring  us  in  peace  unto  the  end  of  our  faith. 

Thcfe  are  fome  of  the  fcripture  grounds,  upon 
which  the  Triumph  of  Faith  is  built.  It  ftands 
upon  the  almighty  power  of  God,  as  engaged 
to  fulfil  his  word,  For  his  word  is  his  deed.  To 
take  him  at  his  word  is  the  proper  exercife  of 

faith. 
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f;iith.  lie  hath  promifed  and  it  is  done.  To  reft 
thus  upon  it,  as  what  cannot  poflibly  fail,  is  the 
foundation  of  chriftian  worthip  :  And  when  it 
is  eftabliflied  in  the  heart,  in  the  love  of  the 
truth,  it  conftitutes  the  chief  of  that  fervice, 
which  is  perfect  freedom :  For  God  lias  de- 
clared himfelf  well  pleafed  with  our  trufting 
to  his  truth  and  faithfulnefs.  He  has  command- 
ed us  to  do  it  without  doubt  or  wavering.  He 
has  promifed  grace  fufficient  to  enable  us  thus 
to  believe,  and  we  cannot  put  too  much  truft 
and  confidence  in  his  arm  and  power.  And  he 
has  alfo  given  us  examples  of  thofe,  who  honour- 
ed him  with  the  fullcft  reliance  of  their  hearts, 
and  had  reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  who 
kecpeth  promife  forever.  Glory  be  to  him  for 
fueh  encouragements  of  our  faith.  O  that  they 
may  have  their  proper  effect.  May  the  Holy 
Ghoft  apply  them  by  his  grace,  and  give  us  fuch 
a  faith,  as  may  be  well  pleafing  unto  God  ;  fuch 
a  faith  as  he  has  commanded,  and  for  the  full 
cxercife  of  which  he  has  made  exceeding  great 
promifes.  Help  us,  O  God  of  all  grace,  to  truft 
and  not  be  afraid  :  For  thou  art  faithful :  Thy 
word  and  thy  promifes  give  us  full  fecurity  to 
truft  in  the  Lord  at  all  times ;  becaufe  in  the 
Lord  Jehovah  is  everlafting  ftrength  :  And  bleffed 
are  all  they  who  put  their  truft  in  him. 

But  by  what  ways  and  means  fhall  thefe  argu- 
ments and  encouragements  have  their  full  effect.  ? 

This 
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This  is  the  main  point ;  and  it  is  fettled  beyond 
difpute  upon  fcripture  authority.  The  fame  Spirit, 
who  revealed  the  promifes,  is  alfo  the  fulfiller  of 
them  :  And  he  is  almighty.  The  bleffing  on  the 
ufe  of  the  means  is  entirely  from  him  :  It  is  he 
who  teacheth  man  knowledge  :  And  from  him 
we  are  to  feek  it  in  prayer.  With  all  our  read- 
ing, hearing,  ftudying,  meditating  upon  the  fcrip- 
tures,  we  muft  look  up  to  him  for  his  divine 
teaching.  If  any  of  you,  believers,  lack  wifdom, 
let  him  a(k  it  of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  afkers 
liberally,  and  upbraideth  not,  and  it  (hall  be 
given  him  ;  but  let  him  alk  in  faith.  Here  is  a 
command  and  a  promife.  When  we  lack  wif- 
dom, which  we  always  do,  as  much  as  we  want 
breath,  we  are  to  afk  it  of  the  Spirit  of  wifdom, 
and  it  ihall  be  given  us.  fie  will  make  us  wife 
unto  falvation.  He  will  keep  us  in  the  ufe  of 
means  dependent  on  his  leading  us  into  all  ufeful 
truth,  and  of  his  revealing  to  us  the  things  which 
are  freely  given  to  us  of  God,  to  fhew  them  to  us, 
as  realities,  and  to  put  us  into  the  enjoyment  of 
them,  as  bleflings.  In  this  dependence  on  him, 
we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.  Our 
fpiritual  life  and  faculties,  and  the  exercife  of 
them,  and  the  improvement  of  them,  are  entirely 
from  his  influence.  For  the  Apoftle,  mentioning 
the  feveral  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
fays,  "  All  thefe  worketh  that  one,  and  the  felf- 
"  fame  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  his  own 

"  gifts, 


TRIUMPH  OF   FAITH.  22$ 

<c  gifts,  according  to  his  own  will."  To  him 
then  wc  are  to  look  up  for  every  good  gift,  and 
every  perfect  gift.  Whenever  we  open  the 
Bible,  wc  fhould  afk  his  light  and  his  teaching. 
He  is  the  chief  commentator.  He  only  can 
put  the  fcriptures  into  our  inward  parts,  and 
write  them  upon  our  hearts,  fo  that  we  may 
experience  them  to  be  the  power  of  God  unto  our 
own  falvation.  Our  firfl  reformers  were  of  this 
fentiment,  exhorting  us  to  pray,  that  by  the 
holy  infpiration  of  God's  Spirit,  we  may  think, 
thofe  things  that  be  good,  and  by  his  merciful 
guiding,  may  perform  the  fame.  Grant  to  us, 
Lord,  we  befeech  thee,  the  Spirit  to  think  and 
do  always  fuch  things  as  be  rightful ;  that  we 
who  cannot  do  any  thing  that  is  good  with- 
out thee,  may  by  thee  be  enabled  to  live  accord- 
ing to  thy  will,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord, 
Amen.    Ninth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 

As  they  prayed,  fo  they  fung  :  For  we  meet 
with  two  hymns,  inferted  by  the  reformers  in 
the  Common  Prayer  Book,  appointed  to  be  fung 
at  the  ordaining  of  priefts,  and  at  the  confecra- 
tion  of  bifnops.  The  firft  begins  with  thefe 
words — 

Come,  Holy  Ghoft,  our  fouls  infpirc, 
And  lighten  with  celeftial  fire,  &c. 

Out  of  the  fecond  I  quote  fomc  verfes,  not 
for  any  excellency  of  the  poetry,  but  for  the 

foundnefs 
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foundnefs  of  the  divinity  exprefled 
lines — 

Come,  Holy  Ghoft,  eternal  God, 

Proceeding  from  above, 
Both  from  the  Father  and  the  Son, 

The  God  of  peace  and  love. 

Yifit  our  minds,  arid  into  us 
Thy  heav'nly  grace  infpire, 

That  in  all  truth  and  godlinefs 
We  may  have  true  defire. 

Thou  in  thy  gifts  art  manifold, 

Whereby  Chrift's  Church  doth  Hand, 

In  faithful  hearts  writing  thy  law, 
The  finger  of  God's  hand. 

According  to  thy  promife  made, 
Thou  giveft  fpeech  of  grace, 

That  thro'  thy  help,  the  praife  of  God 
May  Hand  in  cverv  place. 

O  Holy  Ghoft,  into  our  fouls 
Send  down  thy  heavenly  light, 

Kindle  our  hearts  with  fervent  love, 
To  fcrve  God  day  and  night. 

Strengthen  and  ftablifh  our  weaknefs, 

So  feeble  and  fo  frail, 
That  neither  devil,  world,  nor  flefli, 

Againll  us  may  prevail. 

Grant  us,  O  Lord,  thro'  thee  to  know 

The  Fatlier  moft  of  might, 
That  of  his  dear  beloved  Son, 

We  may  attain  the  fight. 
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And  that  with  perfeS  faith  alfo, 

We  may  acknow  ledge  thee,  , 
The  Spirit  of  them  both  always, 

One  God,  in  pcrfons  three. 

From  thcfe  authorities,  it  appears  to  be  the 
doctrine  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  our  reformers 
iti  harmony  with  them,  That  fpiritual  life,  and 
knowledges  and  faith  in  Chrift,  and  hope  in  him, 
that  maketh  not  afhamed,  and  holy  love,  with 
every  godly  motion  of  the  heart,  come  from  the 
holy  infpiration  of  God  the  Spirit.  It  is  from 
him,  that  we  underftand  the  fcriptures,  in  the 
mind  of  the  Spirit :  It  is  from  his  grace  that  we 
grow  in  fcripture  knowledge,  and  perfevere  in 
the  ufe  of  means,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  a 
conftant  dependence  on  his  prefence  in  them,  for 
the  furtherance  and  joy  of  our  faith.  He  begins, 
he  carries  on,  and  he  perfects  our  learning  in  his 
revealed  word  and  will.  O  that  he  may  make 
us,  and  keep  us  good  fcholars,  in  an  abiding  fenfc 
of  the  necellity  of  his  divine  teaching  :  that  the 
Spirit  and  the  word  may  go  together  in  our  Bible 
ftudics,  and  Bible  experience  :  fo  that  this  may 
be  the  daily  prayer  of  our  faith. 

O  thou  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation,  who 
haft  taught  us  that  fecret  things  belong  to  the 
Lord  our  God,  but  thofe  things  which  are  reveal- 
ed belong  to  us,  and  to  our  children  for  ever, 
open  the  eyes  of  our  underftanding  to  underftand 
what  is  revealed  in  the  fcriptures  for  our  ufe. 

Difpofe 
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Difpofe  us  to  hear  them,  read  them,  and  meditate 
on  them,  with  profit.  And  help  us  to  mix  more 
faith  with  them,  that  they  may  become  more 
precious  :  In  every  day's  reading,  grant  that  we 
may  find  them  to  be  the  ingrafted  word,  and 
that  we  are  really  branches  grafted  into  the  tree 
of  life,  and  by  the  rain,  and  mining  of  heaven, 
enabled  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
abundantly.  For  all  thefe  bleffings  keep  U9 
ever  dependent  on  thy  divine  teaching,  that  our 
fruits  may  grow  richer  and  riper — wc  may  be 
more  humble  in  our  hearts,  and  more  thankful 
in  our  lives ;  And  fo  we,  who  can  learn  nothing 
as  we  ought  without  thee,  may  by  thy  grace 
be  made  wife  unto  eternal  falvation,  through 
faith;  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus — To  whom 
with  thee,  O  Father,  and  thee,  O  Holy  Spirit* 
be  equal  honor  and  glory,  now  and  for  even 
Amen. 
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CHAP.  III. 


The  believer's  triumph  in  the  Lord  his  right  eoufnefs. 


JL  HE  object  of  his  rejoicing  is  always  one  and 
the  fame,  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,  without 
any  variablenefs,  or  fliadow  of  turning.  It  is 
Chrift,  God  in  Chrift,  concerning  whom  the 
commandment  runs— Rejoice  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
always,  and  again,  I  fay,  rejoice  ;  there  being  in 
him  a  fountain  of  joy  fpringing  up  into  everlafting 
life.  What  he  is  in  his  own  wonderful  perfon — 
what  is  revealed  of  his  gracious  works  and  ways 
in  his  dealings  with  the  finners  of  mankind — 
what  he  did  for  them  in  the  days  of  his  flefh — 
what  he  does  in  them  by  his  Spirit  in  time — what 
he  has  promifed  to  give  them  in  eternity  ;  in 
every  poffible  view  that  can  be  taken  of  him,  a 
believer  may,  and  ought  to  rejoice  always,  and 
that  with  a  fulnefs  of  joy  :  For  thus  the  Apoftle 
offers  up  his  praife — "  Now  thanks  be  to  God, 
"  who  always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in  Chrift." 
For  he  has  in  his  perfon  every  poffible  fubjeft  of 
triumphant  joy.  He  is  true  and  very  God  :  And 
he  is  true  and  very  man — God  and  man  in  one 
Chrift.  The  prophet  Ifaiah  foretold  this  mar- 
vellous union,  and  gloried  in  the  profpeft  :  For 
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us  men,  and  for  our  falvation,  a  child  is  born,  and 
a  fon  is  given  :  And  his  name  ihall  be  called 
Wonderful,  becaufe  the  child  is  the  mighty  God, 
and  the  Son  is  the  everlafting  Father,  the  Prince 
of  Peace.  This  is  the  great  myftery  of  godlinefs, 
of  which  the  Saints  in  the  Old  Teftament  fang 
with  the  fweeteft  melody,  in  their  hearts  unto  the 
Lord,  as  the  prophet  does  in  the  one  hundred  and 
forty-eighth  Pfalm,  calling  upon  all  in  heaven  and 
earth,  with  all  their  inhabitants,  to  join  him  in 
the  praifes  of  Immanuel :  Becaufe  his  Name 
alone  is  excellent,  and  his  praife  above  heaven 
and  earth.  So  that  New  Teftament  faint  felt  it, 
who  declared,  that  he  accounted  all  things  but 
lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  :  For  whom  I  have  fuffered 
the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  I  do  account  them  but 
dung,  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in 
him— found  fo  united  to  him  as  to  be  one  with 
him  :  For  he  was  united  to  our  nature,  in  order 
to  bring  about  another  mod  bleffed  union.  He 
taking  our  nature,  that  we  might  take  his — 
He  made  the  Son  of  man,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  fons  of  God — He  having  the  power  of 
\  an  cndlefs  life,  that  he  might  give  fpiritual  and 

eternal  life  to  all  believers :  For  they  in  the 
dav  of  his  power  are  joined  to  the  Lord  by  one 
Spirit — the  fame  Spirit  in  the  members  as  in  the 
Head — that  through  him,  their  Head.,  they  might 
be  able  to  fay,  Truly  01  r  feKowfhip  is  with  the 
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Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  by  the 
bond  of  his  Spirit.  It  is  not  poffible  for  man  to 
conceive  higher  things,  than  our  Lord  has  prayed 
for  in  thefe  words  :  "  Neither  pray  I  for  thefe 
5  alone,,  but  for  them  alfo  who  (hall  believe  on- 
"  me  through  their  word  :  That  they  all  may 
"  be  one ;  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in 
Y:  thee,  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us,  that  the 
f<  world  may  believe  that  thou  haft  fent  me : 
"  And  the  glory  which  thou  gave  ft  me,  I  have 
"  given  them,  that  they  may  be  one,  even  as 
"  we  are  one."  By  virtue  of  this  union  with 
Chrift,  who  is  the  Head 'over  all  things,  to  the 
church,  his  members  have  fellowfhip  with  him 
in  his  holy  life  :  He  is  the  Lord  Jehovah  their 
righteoufnefs  :  For  them  lie  became  fubjeft  to 
the  law,  and  obedient  to  its  precepts,  born 
of  a  woman,  and  made  under  the  law,  that 
through  his  obedience  many  might  be  made 
righteous.  Lo,  I  come,  fays  he,  to  DO  thy 
will,  O  God,  and  he  did  it  by  fulfilling  alt 
righteoufnefs.  As  the  furety  for  his  people* 
what  he  did,  when  he  magnified  the  law,  and 
made  it  infinitely  honourable  in  all  its  demands, 
was  for  them,  and  for  their  j unification,  that  it 
might  be  imputed  unto  them  for  righteoufnefs, 
and  they  might  be  dealt  with  as  righteous  at  the 
judgment  feat  of  God.  In  this  the  father  of  the 
faithful  made  his  boaft,  and  gloried  all  the  day 
long:  For  we  read,  that  he  believed  in  God,  and 
God  imputed  to  him  righteoufnef--,  loving  him 
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as  his  friend,  and  blefling  him  in  all  things. 
Now  it  was  not  written  for  his  fake  alone,  that 
it  was  imputed  to  him  ;  but  for  us  alfo,  to  whom 
it  mail  be  imputed,  if  we  believe  on  him  that 
raifed  up  Jefus  our  Lord  from  the  dead  :  For  the 
children  of  believing  Abraham  are  freely  made 
heirs,  as  he  was,  of  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  by 
the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Hear  one  of  them 
with  what  heart-felt  joy  he  celebrates  his  tri- 
umphant ftate  in  Chrift  :  "  I  will  hope  continu- 
ally, and  I  will  praife  thee  more  and  more — my 
mouth  (hall  fhew  forth  thy  righteoufnefs,  and 
thy  falvation  all  the  day :  For  I  know  not  the 
numbers  thereof :  I  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the 
Lord  God,  I  will  make  mention  of  thy  righte- 
oufnefs, even  of  thine  only."  He  found  the 
bleffings  flowing  from  it  numberlefs,  and  endlefs  : 
So  that  it  was  all  he  wanted  for  his  juftification 
to  life,  and  for  his  title  to  glory — it  only.  In 
the  fame  Pfalm,  admiring  and  adoring  the  won- 
ders of  the  gift  of  grace,  he  breaks  out :  "  Thy 
righteoufnefs,  O  God,  is  very  high,  who  haft  done 
great  things  :  O  God,  who  is  like  unto  thee  r" 
He  was  fo  complete  in  this  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  that  he  would  mix  nothing  with  it  for 
his  free  accefs  to  God,  or  for  his  full  acceptance 
before  God.  He  knew,  that  this  righteoufnefs 
of  faith  was  appointed  of  God,  was  the  gift  of 
his  grace,  and  was  all-fufficient,  being  an  ever- 
laiting  righteoufnefs :  And  therefore  it  effectual- 
ly removed  the  confeioufnefs  of  fin  from  his 

heart 
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heart,  and  enabled  him  to  come  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  where  he  flood  perfectly  j uni- 
fied in  Jefus.  And  in  the  fame  fpirit  we  hear  a 
New  Teftament  faint  refolving  to  exclude  all 
glorying,  except  in  Chrift,  and  in  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  "  in  whom  God  can  be  juft,  and  yet  the 
juftifier  of  him  who  believeth  in  Jefus.  Where 
is  boafting  then?  It  is  excluded.  By  what  law? 
By  the  law  of  works?  Nay,  but  by  the  law  of 
faith  :  Therefore  we  conclude,  that  a  man  is  j uni- 
fied by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law  ;  and 
that  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteouf- 
nefs  to  every  one  that  believeth."  This  was  the 
apoftle's  higheft  ambition,  to  be  found  in  his 
precious  Saviour.  O  that  I  may  rejoice  in  him 
through  life,  and  may  be  found  in  him  at  the 

hour  of  death,  and  at  the  day  of  judgement  

found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteouf- 
nefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is 
through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs 
which  is  of  God  by  faith.  Blefled  teftimony  for 
Jefus— encouraging  example  to  place  our  whole 
truft  and  confidence  in  the  Lord  our  righteouf- 
ncfs,  and  our  ftrength  :  For  he  is  the  fame  to  us 
as  he  was  to  the  apoftle  Paul,  and  we  have  as 
good  rcafon  to  triumph  as  he  had,  becaufe  it  is 
written,  «  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
"  by  foul  fhall  be  joyful  in  my  God :  For  he 
"  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of  falva- 
**  tion,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of 

w  right- 
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"  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  him-. 
"■  felf  with  ornaments,  and  a  bride  adorneth 
"  'herfelf  with  her  jewels:  For  as  the  earth 
fc  bringeth  forth  its  bud,  and  as  the  garden 
"  caufeththe  things  that  are  fown  in  it  to  fpring 
S  forth  ;  fo  the  Lord  God  will  caufe  righteouf- 
nefs  and  praife  to  fpring  forth  before  all  the 
"  nations."    This  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith, 
and  thefe  are  the  fruits  of  it,  which  abound  to 
the  glory  of  God,  even  peace  with  him,  joy  in 
him,  a  holy  walk  with  him,  and  a  victorious 
warfare  by  him.    In  the  Lord  fliall  all  the  feed 
of  Ifrael  be  juftified,  and  fhajl  glory.    Herein  to 
glory  is  the  believer's  bounden  duty.    He  is 
called  to  it,  as  his  gofpel  privilege,  and  accord- 
ing to  his  faith  he  does  triumph  in  it,  as  his 
prefent  happinefs,  and  as  a  good  ground  for  his 
hope  of  eternal  joy.    Wonderful  blelTings  are 
promifed  to  this  faith  and  hope,  and  they  are 
truly  experienced  at  this  day.    Blefs  the  Lord, 
O  my  foul,  for  his  providing  fuch  a  garment  for 
glory  and  beauty.    He  has  warranted  thee  to 
put  it  on,  and  having  through  it  free  accefs  into 
his  prefence,   he  has  commanded  thee  to  join 
that  great  multitude,  whom  no  one  can  number, 
who  are  {landing  before  the  throne,  and  before 
the  Lamb,  clothed  in  white  robes,  and  palms  in 
their  hands,  and  who  cry  with  a  loud  voice, 
faying,  "  Salvation  to  our  God,  who  litteth  upon 
"  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever"  Then: 

robes 
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robes  are  as  white  as  the  light,  being  wafhed 
clean  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  through 
him  they  have  conquered,  as  the  palms  in  their 
hands  denote ;  yea,  are  more  than  conquerors, 
having  crowns  of  righteoufnefs  upon  their  heads, 
which  can  never  fade  away.  For  grace  reigns 
through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life  by  Jefus 
Chriit  our  Lord.  O  what  matter  of  triumph  is 
here !  A  righteoufnefs  abfolutely  perfeft  and 
everlafting  !  This  greatly  enhances  all  our  high 
joys  in  Chrift,  that  there  is  full  fecurity  for  their 
continuance.  It  depends  on  the  faithfulnefs  of 
God  to  his  word  and  promife,  fixed  in  his  eternal 
counfels,  and  eftablifhed  upon  immutable  things. 
"  Their  righteoufnefs  is  of  me,  faith  the  Lord, 
"  and  mine  is  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs  :  Lift 
"  up  your  eyes  to  the  heavens,  and  look  upon 
"  the  earth  beneath  :  For  the  heavens  fliall  vanifh 
*«  away  like  fmoke,  and  the  earth  fliall  wax  old 
"  like  a  garment,  and  they  that  dwell  therein 
"  fliall  die  in  like  manner,  but  my  falvation  fliall 
"  be  for  ever,  and  my  righteoufnefs  ihall  not  be 
"  abolilhed."  The  ftate  of  a  believer  is  always 
one  and  the  fame  on  God's  part.  He  may  varv 
in  his  apprehensions  of  his  ftate,  but  with  God 
there  is  no  variablc-ncfs,  or  ihadow  of  turning. 
]  le  may  be  a  believer  walking  in  darknefs — 
tempted  to  doubt;  he  may  pay  too.  much  atten- 
tion to  fenfe  and  feeling— may  g£t  into  a  legal 
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fpirit — his  evidences  may  be  clouded— when 
outward  things  and  providences  feem  to  make 
againft  him,  his  faith  may  be  fore  tried,  and  he 
may  ftagger  at  the  promifes  of  God  through  fome 
fit  of  unbelief— the  man  changeth,  but  God 
changeth  not.  His  mercies  are  fure  mercies. 
They  cannot  fail :  For  they  fpring  from  the 
ocean  of  grace,  and  are  ftreams  which  no  created 
power  can  cut  off :  But  they  (hall  infallibly  re- 
turn to  it  again,  and  (hall  bring  with  them  all 
the  happy  objects  of  his  love.  The  Father  chofe 
them,  and  gave  them  to  his  Son,  who  has  all 
their  names  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life  : 
For  them  he  lived  and  died  :  And  when  he  pre- 
fents  them  at  the  laft  day  to  the  Father — "  Be. 
P  hold  I,  and  the  children  whom  thou  haft  given 
P  me,"  not  one  of  them  fhall  be  wanting  :  For 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  by  his  office  the  Lord  and 
giver  of  life  to  them,  and  in  the  day  of  his  power 
he  enables  them  to  receive  Jefus,  and  to  live  by 
faith  upon  him,  as  members  united  to,  and  in 
fellowfhip  with  their  glorified  Head.  This  co- 
venant of  the  bleffed  Trinity  is  unalterable,  being 
ordered  in  all  things  and  fure.  All  the  fubjects 
of  its  grace  fhall  infallibly  be  faved,  according 
to  our  Lord's  promife,  and  according  to  our 
Lord's  prayer,  viz.  4<  My  fheep  hear  my  voice, 
"  and  I  know  them,  and  they  follow  me,  and  I 
{'  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  fhall 
1  "  never 
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*'  never  perith,  neither  fliall  any  pluck  them  out 
"  of  my  hand."  Trufting  to  thefe  immutable 
fee  unties  the  heirs  of  promife  are  commanded  to 
draw  ftrong  confolation,  even  to  rejoice  in  Jefus 
with  a  fulnefs  of  joy ;  in  darknefs  as  well  as 
walking  in  light — in  winter  as  well  as  in  fum. 
mer — in  adverfity  as  well  as  in  profperity— 
in  death  as  well  as  in  life  ;  becaufe  he  has  all 
power  in  heaven  and  earth  to  make  good  to 
them  every  covenant  engagement.  And  he  will 
do  it ;  for  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  fhall  return, 
and  fhall  come  to  Sion  with  fongs,  and  everlafl- 
ing  joy  upon  their  heads  ;  they  fliall  obtain  joy 
and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing  fliall  flee 
away  for  ever. 

O  thou  moft  blefled  God  and  Saviour,  thou 
art  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  and  our  ftrcngth. 
I  believe  that  the  whole  Ifrael  of  God  fliall  be 
juftificd  only  by  thee,  and  in  thee  only  fliall 
they  glory.  O  let  thy  Spirit  abide  with  me  to 
increafe  in  me  this  faith,  that  by  frefli  fupplies 
of  his  grace  I  may  be  kept  from  going  about  to 
eftablifli  my  own  righteoufnefs,  and  may  con* 
ftantly  fubmit  myfelf  to  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God.  And  by  the  fame  grace  help  me  to  bring 
forth  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  abundantly  unto 
the  glory  and  praife  of  God,  magnifying  thine 
atonement  in  the  peace  of  my  confeience,  exalt- 
ing thy  righteoufnefs  in  the  love  of  my  heart, 

and 
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and  in  my  walk  and  warfare  glorifying  thy  fuf- 
ncfs  :  So  that  out  of  it  I  may  be  receiving  a  fuf- 
fieiency  of  grace,  by  which  I  am  now  enabled  to 
blefs  thee  for  the  hope  of  glory.  To  thee,  al- 
mighty Jefus,  for  the  work  of  righteoufnefs, 
which  is  peace,  and  for  the  effect  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  which  is  quietncfs  and  affurance  for  ever  : 
To  thee  be  everlafting  praifc.  Amen,  and 
£men. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

■The  believer  s  lrhimph  in  Jefus  under  a  fenfe  of  the 
defilement  cf  fin. 

Xt  is  in  virtue  of  this  fellowfhip  wit-h  Jefus, 
that  believers  arc  freely  forgiven  all  their  iniqui- 
ties. His  atonement  was 'the  work  of  our  great 
High  Prieft,  who  was  made  lin  for  us,  although 
he  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righ- 
tcoufnefs  of  God  in  him.  God  is  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  look  upon  the  leaft  iniquity  :  And  there 
is  a  defilpment^in  fin,  which  makes  it  exceeding- 
filthy  and  abominable  in  his.  fight.  He  ihewed 
his  utter  abhorrence  of  it  by  eftablifhing  in  the 
Old  Teftament  fuch  an  abundance  of  legal  pol- 
lutions, as  might  exhibit  to  fenfe  the  defiling 
nature  of  lin,.  and  might  keep  it  ever  before  their 
eyes,  and  frefh  upon  their  minds.  And  by  making 
it  necefTary,  that  the  worfliippers  fhould  be  puri- 
fied from  thefe  pollutions,  and  by  eftablilhing 
the  means  of  their  purification,  and  by  foi  bid- 
ding every  other,  he  would  lead  them  to  exercife 
faith  in  the  great  purifier,  whofe  office  it  was  to 
purge  their  confeiences,  before  they  could  olfcr 
unto  the  Lord  an  offering  in  rightcoufnefs.  And 
it  was  a  fixed  law,  That  if  any  one  legally  un,- 
clean  neglected  or  refuted  the  appointed  means 

of 
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of  being  cleanfed,  he  was  to  bear  his  iniquity  ^ 
For  an  unpardoned  fmner  can  have  no  commu- 
nion with  a  mod  holy  God. 

Unto  the  pure  all  things  are  pure,  but  unto 
them  that  are  defiled  and  unbelieving  is  nothing 
pure,  but  even  their  mind  and  confcience  is  de- 
filed. The  mind  is  the  fountain  from  whence  all 
the  ftreams  flow.  Out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil 
thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  &c.  thefe  are  the 
things  which  defile  the  man.  An  enlightened 
confcience  is  made  fenfible  of  this,  and  feels  the 
neceffity  of  being  purified  from  all  filthinefs  of 
flelh  and  fpirit,  in  order  to  approach  God,  and 
to  have  boldnefs  and  accefs  with  confidence  to 
the  throne  of  grace.  His  meditations  at  fuch 
times  are  like  thefe. 

The  more  I  know  of  myfelf,  the  more  I  am 
led  to  loath  myfelf,and  to  repent  in  duft  and  afhes: 
For  I  am  a  finner,  filthy  and  abominable  altoge- 
ther. By  nature  as  vile  as  fin  can  render  a  fallen 
creature,  and  daily  polluting  myfelf  in  heart  and 
life  with  frefh  impurities.  I  have  no  means  of 
cleanfing  myfelf :  No  hope,  that  any  thing  in 
the  creation  can  do  it  for  me.  Deep  in  my  very 
conftitution  the  ftain  remains.  And  I  am  forced 
to  be  crying  out— Unclean,  unclean.  My  cafe 
would  be  quite  defperate,  if  God  himfelf  had 
not  provided  a  remedy,  the  report  of  which  ha» 
come  to  mine  ears  in  the  gofpel.  O  it  is  blefled 
news.    I  welcome  it  to  my  heart :  That  God 

has 
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has  opened  a  fountain,  which  cleanfeth  from  all 
fin.  He  has  recommended  it  to  me,  as  having 
infinite  virtue  and  everlafting  efficacy  to  cleanfe. 
And  I  have  a  command  from  heaven,  vile  and 
filthy  as  I  am,  to  make  ufe  of  it  :  For  thus  it 
is  written — "  In  that  day  there  fliall  be  a  foun- 
"  tain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David,  and  to  the 
"  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  for  fin  and  for  un- 
•*  cleannefs."  When  the  Holy  Spirit  enables  the 
finner  to  believe  the  report,  and  to  mix  faith 
with  it,  then  he  has  a  warrant  thus  to  pray — 
"  Purge  me  with  hyflbp,  and  I  (hall  be  clean 
"  warn  me,  and  I  fliall  be  whiter  than  fnow — 
"  Hide  thy  face  from  my  fins,  and  blot  out  all 
"  mine  iniquities — Create  in  me  a  clean  heart, 
"  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me." 
And  the  Lord  hears  and  anfvvers  the  prayer  in 
thefe  words—"  I  will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon 
"  you,  and  ye  fliall  be  clean;  from  all  your  filthi- 
"  nefs  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanfe  you : 
"  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new 
"  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you,  and  I  will  take 
"  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefli,  and  I 
u  will  give  you  a  heart  of  flefli :  And  I  will  put 
"  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  I  will  caufe  you  to 
"  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye  fliall  keep  my 
"  judgments  and  do  them  :  I  will  alfo  fave  you 
"  from  all  your  uncleannefl'es."  The  facrificcs 
from  the  beginning  preached  this  blefled  doc- 
trine :  Their  blood  could  fanctify  by  divine  ap- 
pointment 
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pointment  to  the  purifying  of  the  ffiefh  :  How 
much  more  fliall  the  blood  of  Chrift,  who  through 
the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to 
God,  to  purify  the  confcicncc  from  dead  works 
to  ferve  the  living  God.  Blefted,  for  ever  bleffed 
be  his  grace,  who  by  this  offering  hath  opened  a 
fountain  for  fin  and  for  uncleanncfs,  in  which 
the  moft  polluted  may  wafh  and  be  clean  :  For 
Chrift  fo  loved  the  church  as  to  give  himfelf  for 
it,  that  he  might  fanctify  and  cleanfe  it  with  the 
warning  of  water  by  the  word  ;  that  he  might 
prefent  it  to  himfelf  a  glorious  church,  not  having 
fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing,  but  that  ir 
might  be  holy  and  without  blcmith :  For  his 
blood  has  infinite  virtue  to  purify  the  fouleft 
tinner,  even  fo  to  cleanfe  him,  that  he  may  be 
perfect  for  ever :  And  the  great  ufe  of  faith  is 
to  receive  it,  and  to  apply  it,  even  as  God  him- 
felf as  recommended  it,  and  it  has  loft  none  of 
its  virtue.  To  this  very  day,  it  purifies  as  per- 
fectly as  ever  it  did,  and  believers  now  in  life, 
and  in  the  hour  of  death,  feel  its  divine  efficacy, 
as  truly  as  the  martyred  Stephen  did.  I  find  a" 
dying  Chriflian  thus  proclaiming  his  faith  and 
hope  in  it,  when  heart  and  flelh  were  failing 
him.  "  Am  not  I,  my  friends^  a  monument  of 
God's  rich  free  grace,  of  his  boundlefs  love  and 
mercy  in  Chrift  ?  O  moft  extenfive  is  the  effi- 
cacy of  his  precious  blood  :  For  it  has  reached  to 
me,  one  of  the  vileft  of  finners  :  O  here  is  bound- 
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lefs  goodnefs,  unfathomable  love :  This  blood 
has  warned  clean  my  foul,  the  feat  of  defilement, 
that  was  as  black  as  hell ;  purified  my  confci- 
ence,  that  was  darker  than  the  grave,  and  made 
it  brighter  than,  the  light ;  in  a  word,  this  blood 
will  make  me,  who  was  vile,  mod  vile,  a  child 
of  hell,  an  heir  of  wrath,  holy  before  God,  and 
fit  to  live  with  God.  and  the  Lamb,  with  angels, 
and  the  fpirits  of  good  men  made  perfecl,  to  all 
eternity,  and  in  a  few  minutes  my  foul  fhall  be 
made  perfect  alfo.  O  bleffed,  for  ever  bleffed  be 
God  my  Saviour ;  Eternal  praifes  be  rendered 
unto  thee."  This  is  true  faith,  and  high  honour 
put  upon  the  blood  of  Jefus,  to  feal  God's  tefti- 
mony  concerning  it.  He  hath  fet  forth  Jefus 
ChrilT:  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his 
blood.  Trufting  to  it,  the  fouleft  fins  are  wTafhed; 
as  white  as  fnow,  and  crimfon  fins  as  the  pureft 
wool.  So  the  beloved  fays  to  his  church — "  Be- 
"  hold,  thou  art  fair,  my  love  :  Behold  thou  art 
"  all  fair,  there  is  no  fpot  in  thee  :  Thou  art  all 
"  glorious  within."  No  angel  can  be  whiter  or 
purer,  or  ftaad  more  accepted/before  Go.d  than 
he  does  who  is  walked  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 
O  bleffed  man  Who haft  obtained  redemption  by 
it  !  Thou  art  commanded !  to  enter  with  bold- 
nefs  into  the  Holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus — the 
way  is  open  ;  thou  art  called  to  draw  near  with 
a  true  heart,  in  full  affurance  of  faith,  having  thy 

heart 
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heart  fprinklcd  from  an  evil  confeience,  and  thy 
body  wafhed  with  pure  water,  that  thou  mayeft 
hold  thy  profeffion  of  faith  without  wavering,  as 
that  great  multitude  did,  who  wafhed  their 
robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb ;  they  are  now  crying  with  a  loud 
voice,  "  Salvation  to  our  God  who  fitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever." 
They  triumph  indeed  :  And  fo  mayeft  thou. 
Thou  haft  the  fame  reafon  as  they  have.  The 
fame  fountain,  which  wafhed  their  robes,  eleanfes 
thine.  The  fame  promifes  that  it  will,  and  thou 
fhalt  ftand  before  God  without  fpot  of  fin  unto 
eternal  falvation,  as  perfect  as  they.  Jefus  is  thy 
Saviour,  as  truly  as  he  is  theirs :  Even  to-day  thy 
confeience  purged  from  guilt,  and  thy  heart  pu- 
rified by  faith,  thou  mayeft  enter  within  the  vail, 
and  make  fweet  melody  in  thy  heart  unto  the 
Lord  thy  God.  Our  elder  brethren  round  his 
throne  are  employed  in  the  fame  delightful 
work  :  We  do  it  here  as  well  as  we  can :  They 
in  heaven,  and  we  on  earth.  The  fame  fubje£l 
in  the  church  below,  as  well  as  above,  and  the 
fame  employment.  We  try  to  fmg  the  praifes 
of  the  worthy  flaughtered  Lamb  in  as  high  a 
note  as  they  do.  And  when  we  fail  we  try 
again,  praying  the  Holy  Spirit  to  enable  us  to 
keep  in  tune  with  them,  that  our  fongs  may 
daily  be  more  fpiritual  and  heavenly.    A  poet  of 

our 
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our  own,  feeling  fomething  of  this  harmony, 
would  have  us  to  celebrate  the  triumphs  of  the 
Lamb  of  God,  in  thefe  words : 

There  is  a  fountain  fill'd  with  blood, 

Drawn  from  Immanuel's  veins, 
And  Tinner's  plung'd  beneath  that  flood, 

Lofc  all  their  guilty  ftains. 

The  dying  thief  rejoie'd  to  fee 

That  fountain  in  his  day  ; 
And  there  have  I,  as  vile  as  he, 

Wafh'd  all  my  fins  away. 

Dear  dying  Lamb,  thy  precious  blood 

Shall  never  lofe  its  power, 
Till  all  the  ranfom'd  church  of  God 

Be  fav'd  to  fin  no  more. 

E'er  fince  by  faith  I  faw  the  flrcam 

Thy  flowing  wounds  fupply, 
Redeeming  love  has  been  my  theme, 

And  /hall  be  till  I  die.  , 

Then  in  a  nobler  fweeter  fong 

I'll  ling  thy  power  to  fave, 
When  this  poor  lifping  flamm'ring  tongue 

Lies  filent  in  the  grave. 

The  fong  of  heaven  is  upon  this  fame  fubject. 
The  holy  Ghoft  has  taught  us  the  very  words  of 
their  divine  hymn,  and  what  is  the  harmony  of 
all  the  redeemed  round  the  throne  with  one 
heart  and  one  voice,  bleffing  God  and  the  Lamb: 

Vol.  II.  R  O  that 
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O  that  he  may  tune  our  hearts  to  join  the  chorus, 
and  fit  us  now  to  fing  in  as  high  a  ftrain  as  we  can, 
and  every  day  to  aim  higher,  till  we  come  to  the 
completion  of  the  heavenly  vifion  thus  defcribed 
by  the  apoftle. 

"  After  this  I  beheld,  and  lo,  a  great  multi- 
tude, whom  no  one  could  number,  of  all  nations, 
and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  ftood 
before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed 
with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands : 
Thefe  are  they  who  came  out  of  great  tribula- 
lation,  and  have  waflied  their  robes,  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb :  There- 
fore are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  ferve 
him  day  and  night  in  his  temple;  -and  he  that 
fitteth  upon  the  throne  fhall  dwell  among  them. 
They  mall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirft  any 
more,  neither  fliall  the  fun  light  on  them,  nor 
any  heat ;  for  the  Lamb,  who  is  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne,  fliall  feed  them,  and  fliall  lead  them 
unto  living  fountains  of  waters,  and  fliall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes :  And  they  fung 
with  a  loud  voice,  faying — "  Salvation  to  our 
God,  who  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the 
Lamb  for  ever"— Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and 
waflied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and 
hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and 
his  Father,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion,  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

The  believer  s  triumph  over  Jin  in  its  guilt. 

The  forgivenefs  of  fins  is  the  grand  doctrine 
of  falvation,  on  which  peace  with  God  is  built. 
Sin  is  prefent  with  the  believer,  but  pardoned. 
Sin  is  felt,  but  ceafes  to  condemn.  This  is  the 
chief  difficulty  in  experience.  How  the  truth  of 
God,  and  his  holinefs,  and  his  threatenings,  and 
the  honor  of  his  law  can  be  maintained,  and  yet 
he  can  be  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins. 
The  believer  may  be  often  fhaken  in  his  mind, 
and  troubled  with  legal  fears  and  workings,  if 
he  be  not  fo  well  eftablifhed  by  the  Spirit,  and 
word  of  God,  as  to  fubmit  in  his  confeience  to 
God's  way  of  pardoning  fin :  It  was  always  one 
and  the  fame,  contrived  and  appointed  in  the 
everlafting  councils  of  the  blefied  Trinity,  and 
revealed  upon  the  entrance  of  fin,  viz.  that  a 
perfon  in  Jehovah  would  become  incarnate,  and 
take  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf.  To 
him  Mofes  and  all  the  prophets  give  witnefs, 
that  through  his  name,  whofoever  believeth  in 
him  (hall  receive  remiffion  of  fins.  The  procla- 
mation of  grace  holds  it  out  moft  clearly.  When 
R  2  Mofes 
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Mofcs  was  permitted  to  fee  his  glory,  the  Lord 
parted  by  before  him,  and  proclaimed,  "  The 
Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious, 
long  fuffering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
truth:  Keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiv- 
ing iniquity  and  tranfgreflion  and  fin."  Every 
facrifke  preached  this  fame  truth  vifibly,  fhew- 
ing  the  death  which  the  finner  deferved,  and 
the  divine  method  of  pardoning  it,  through 
faith  in  the  Lamb  /lain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world :  For  Jefus  is  the  very  pafchal 
Lamb  who  was  facrificed  for  us :  And  the  de- 
liverance which  they  experienced  in  Egypt, 
through  the  fprinkling  of  his  blood,  we  feel  the 
fame  in  our  hearts  unto  this  day  :  Through  faith 
they  kept  the  pafibver,  and  the  fprinkling  of 
blood,  leaft  he  that  deftroyed  the  firft-born  Ihould 
touch  them :  Through  the  fame  faith  we  keep 
the  fame  feaft,  and  -having  found  redemption 
through  his  blood,  even  the  forgivenefs  of  fins, 
we  live  fafe  out  of  the  reach  of  the  deftroyer. 
We  know  our  danger  as  they  did,  and  we  look  to 
the  Lamb  of  God  for  fafcty.  It  is  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit who  convinces  both  of  fin  and  of  pardon. 
His  conviction  of  fin  makes  an  impreffion  upon 
the  confeience  of  its  infinite  evil.  He  flops  the 
iinner's  mouth,  and  makes  him  fubferibe  to  all 
that  is  faid  in  fcripture  of  his  guilt,  and  of  his 
danger.  Looking  at  himfelf  under  the  law,  and 
-  under 
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under  fin,  which  is  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  law, 
he  is  made  to  fubmit  to  the  fentence  of  condem- 
nation, and  has  nothing  of  his  own  to  plead  in 
arreft  of  judgment.  Thus  he  is  taught  to  think 
of  the  law,  as  God  docs,  both  of  its  precepts  and 
penalties.  He  fees  infinite  juftice,  and  holinefs, 
and  truth,  armed  againft  him,  and  the  defert  of 
his  fins  to  be  everlafting  deftruftion  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Lord,  which  he  has  no  power  to  refill, 
and  no  means  'to  efcape.  When  the  Holy  Spirit 
convinces  him  of  righteoufnefs,  and  manifefts 
the  grace  of  God, in  the  free  forgivenefs  of  his  fins, 
vet  ftill  he  feels  the  exceeding  wickednefs  of 
them.  He  loaths  and  abhors  himfelf,  as  the 
fubje£t  of  them,  and  groans,  being  burthened 
with  the  abiding  fenfe  of  his  corruptions.  At 
his  very  belt  it  is— O  wretched  man,  who  fhall 
deliver  me,  &c.  but  at  the  fame  time  he  can 
rejoice  in  God  his  Saviour— I  thank  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift— He  is  the  propitiation  for  my  fins, 
and  I  have  found  peace  with  God  through  faith 
in  his  blood.  Thus  the  Holy  Spirit  glorifies  Je- 
fus. He  gives  a  faith  fledfaft  in  the  atonement  of 
Jefus,  and  fettles  fuch  a  peace  in  the  confeience, 
as  anfwers  all  charges  from  fin  and  from  unbe- 
lief. And  hereby  he  fulfils  the  proclamation  of 
grace  in  the  New  Teftament,  which  agrees  ex- 
actly with  the  fentiments  of  the  Old.  When  our 
Lord  fent  out  his  apoftles  to  preach  the  gofpel 
to  every  creature,  his  commiflion  to  them  runs  in 
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thefe  words.  "  And  Jefus  faid  unto  them,  Thus 
*f  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  behoved  Chrift  to 
"  fuffer,  and  to  rife  from  the  dead  on  the  third 
"  day  :  And  that  repentance,  and  remiflion  of 
"  fins  ftiould  be  preached  in  his  name  among  all 
"  nations."  They  were  to  warn  finners  of  their 
danger,  and  to  call  upon  them  to  look  to  Jefus, 
and  to  him  only,  for  falvation.  For  he,  who 
commandeth  all  men  every  where  to  repent, 
hath  exalted  Jefus  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour, 
to  give  repentance  unto  his  people,  and  forgive- 
nefs  of  their  fins.  It  is  a  gift  of  his  royal 
grace.  One  of  the  high  honors  of  his  exaltation 
— that  he  can  freely  forgive  every  iniquity, 
and  tranfgreffion,  and  fin,  be  they  ever  fo 
many,  or  ever  fo  great.  For  Jefus  can  take 
away  all  iniquity,  and  receive  the  finner  graci- 
oufly. — We,  fays  Peter,  are  witneffes  of  thefe 
things:  And  fo  alfo  is  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  whom 
God  hath  given  to  them  that  obey  him— that 
come  at  his  call  in  the  gofpel,  and  obey  it:  The 
Holy  Ghoft  turning  them  from  felf  to  Chrift, 
from  fin  to  righteoufnefs,  from  a  life  of  fenfe  to 
a  life  of  faith,  thereby  witneffes  their  true  con- 
vcrfion,  which  is  a 'continual  work  of  his  grace 
in  that  repentance  which  is  not  to  be  repented  of, 
and  when  he  enables  them  to  glorify  God  for 
this  mercy  he  gives  great  joy  and  peace  in  be-, 
iieving  the  forgivenefs  of  their  fins:  According 
to  the  commiflion  which  our  Lord  gave  to.  St. 
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Paul  at  his  convcrfion,  "  I  fend  thee  to  the  Gen- 
"  tiles,  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them 
"  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
"  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  for- 
"  givenefs  of  fins,  and  an  inheritance  among 
"  them  that  are  fantlified  by  faith  that  is  in  me." 
When  this  commiflion  is  opened  to  a  firmer  in  his 
name,  and  credited  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit, 
then  the  conference  is  purged  from  guilt,  by  that 
one  offering,  which  perfefteth  for  ever.  The 
believer  in  it  has  a  clean  heart  given  him.  It  is 
fanctified,  and  made  a  temple  for  the  worfhip  of 
the  true  God.  To  this  the  word  witnefles— And 
the  Holy  Ghoft  is  alfo  a  witnefs  to  him,  that  he 
may  now  enter  with  boldnefs  into  the  holieft  of 
all  by  the  blood  of  Jefus— Every  poffible  hin- 
derance  being  removed,  he  may  have  accefs  with 
confidence  to  the  throne  of  grace— to  a  Father 
of  mercies,  loving  him,  and  blefimg  him  with 
all  fpiritual  blefiings  in  Chrifi;  Jefus.  When  he 
lives  up  to  thefe  privileges,  then  he  feels  as  he 
ought  to  do.  His  faith  relying  ftedfaftly  upon 
the  divine  promifes,  and  giving  full  credit  to  a 
faithful  God,  he  has  a  good  confeience  purged 
from  dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God,  and 
his  heart  confecrated  for  this  lervice,  he  may  fing 
of  pardon  and  peace  in  as  high  a  note  of  praife, 
and  with  as  much  fpiritual  joy,  as  ever  any  be- 
liever experienced.  They  had  much  in  the  Old 
Teftamcnt,  when  they  fung  the  triumphs  of  the 

Lamb 
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Lamb  of  God  in  the  twentieth  Pfahn.    The  ar- 
gument of  which  is  thus  given  us  in  Bifhop 
Home's  Comment.    "  1--4.  The  church  prayeth 
for  the  prosperity  of  King  Mefliah,  going  forth 
to  the  battle  as  her  champion  and  deliverer. 
For  his  acceptance  by  the  Father,  and  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  his  will;— 5,  6,  7.    She  de- 
clareth  her  full  aflurance  of  faith,  and  her  refo- 
lution  to  truft  in  him  alone,  and  not  in  the  arm 
of  flefh  ;~ 8.  She  forefeeth  the  fall  of  her  enemies, 
and  her  own  exaltation;  and  9.  concludeth  with 
a  prayer  to  the  God  of  her  flrength."    As  long 
as  the  temple  flood,  and  the  fcrvice  of  God  was 
regularly  carried  on  in  it,  the  true  wonhippers 
had  every  day  a  folemn  commemoration  of  that 
facrifice,  which  was  to  put  away  their  fins. 
They  were  taught  to  look  to  that  precious  blood 
of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemith  and 
without  fpot,  who  verily  was  foreordained  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  whom  God  had  fet 
forth  in  every  facrifice  to  be  the  great  propitiation 
and  atonement ;  through  which  alone  they  were 
to  expect,  pardon  and  peace.    While  the  lamb 
was  burning  on  the  altar  every  morning  and 
evening,  they  celebrated  his  praifes  with  the 
choiceft  inftruments  of  mufic,  and  with  the 
fweeteft  voices, making  alfo  melody  in  their  hearts 
at  the  fame  time  unto  the  Lord.    Among  other 
hymns  given  by  infpiration  of  God  for  this  joyful 
cccafion,  they  ufed  to  fing  the  twentieth  Pfalm, 

in 
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in  which  they  triumphed  in  the  God  of  their  fal- 
vation,  and  declareth  their  faith  and  hope  in  him 
in  full  concert,  after  this  manner — 

"  Jehovah  will  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble 
the  name  of  the  God  of  Jacob  will  defend  thee  : 
He  will  fend  thee  help  from  his  fanctuary,  and 
he  will  ftrcngthen  thee  out  of  Sion  :  He  will 
grant  thee  according  to  thy  heart,  and  he  will 
fulfil  all  thy  purpofes:  Then  we  fhall  fhout  for 
joy  in  thy  falvation,  and  in  the  name  of  our  God 
we  fhall  fet  up  our  banners,  when  Jehovah  thall 
fulfil  all  thy  requefts.  Now  I  have  known,  th;it 
Jehovah  will  help  the  Meffiah,  his  Chrift,  and  will 
anfwer  him  from  his  fanftuary  with  the  mighty 
power  of  the  right  hand  of  Jefus.  Some  put 
their  truft  in  chariots,  and  others  in  horfes,  but 
we  will  caufe  the  name  of  Jehovah  our  Alehim, 
(the  Trinity  in  covenant)  to  be  remembered: 
They  are  brought  down  and  fallen,  but  we  are 
rifen,  and  made  H: 111  to  ftand  fafe  :  For  the  King 
(Jefus)  will  put  forth  his  power  to  fave  us :  He 
will  anfwer  us  in  the  day  when  we  pray  unto 
him." 

Thefe  arc  the  words  of  the  hymn  :  In  which 
they  exprefs  their  faith  in  the  future  triumphs  of 
the  Lamb  of  God,  and  their  hope  in  that  one 
offering  of  his  which  was  to  perfect  them  for 
ever.  The  divine  appointment,  the  divine  ac- 
ceptance, the  divine  application  of  his  facrifice, 
is  the  moft  noble  fubject,  that  could  be  fung 

upon 
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upon  earth :  Indeed  it  is  the  fubject  of  heaven, 
and  will  be  the  harmony  and  concert  of  eternity. 
May  the  Holy  Ghoft  put  our  hearts  in  tune  to 
join  in  it,  and  to  adore  and  to  blefs  the  Lamb 
that  was  flain,  fetting  up  our  banners  as  they  did, 
Rom.  viii.  31,  32,  33,  34.  conquerors  over  fin 
and  Satan,  and  all  their  enemies.  We  have  the 
fame  Jefus  to  rojoice  in,  and  as  good  reafon  as 
ever  believers  had,  to  rejoice  in  him  with  a  ful- 
nefs  of  joy.  When  the  heart  feels  as  happy  as  it 
can  be  here  in  God  the  Saviour,  thefe  are  fome 
of  the  delightful  exercifes  of  faith  in  his  blood — 
O,  what  am  J,  that  fuch  a  finner  as  I  am 
mould  be  thus  highly  favoured !  A  child  of 
wrath  by  nature,  even  as  others,  and  by  practice 
— having  finned  long  with  greedinefs — againft 
light  and  conviction — finning  and  forrowing — 
forrowing  and  finning  from  year  to  year — a  flave 
to  the  luft:  of  the  flefh,  to  the  luft:  of  the  eyes,  and 
to  the  pride  of  life,  every  moment  fit  and  ripe 
for  hell.  O  what  a  monument  of  infinite  pa- 
tience and  long-fufFering— fpared  from  day  to 
day,  and  at  lafr.  called  to  the  faving  knowledge  of 
Jefus.  O  what  exceeding  riches  of  grace  are 
thefe— that  the  Father  would  choofe  me  in  the 
Beloved,  and  give  him  to  fave  me  from  fin  and 
mifery :  That  he  would  fend  his  Spirit  to  quicken 
me,  and  to  enable  me  to  believe,  that  there  was 
mercy  in  Jefus  for  me,  even  for  me,  and  plente- 
ous redemption.  What  finner  can  be  more  in- 
debted 
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debted  than  I  am,  for  fuch  miracles  of  grace. 
Glory  be  to  God,  in  the  higheft.  My  Lord  Je- 
fus,  the  great  God  and  my  Saviour,  gave  himfelf 
for  me,  that  he  might  redeem  me  from  all  ini- 
quity, and  might  cleanfe  me  from  all  fin:  Truft- 
ing  to  his  atonement,  and  to  his  righteoufnefs, 
I  am  led  to  admire  the  Father's  full  abfolution  ; 
"  Thy  fins  and  thine  iniquities  I  will  remember 
no  more."  Thanks  be  to  him  for  this  unfpeak- 
able  gift.  He  has  pronounced  them  blefled,  and 
he  has  caufed  me  to  feel  fome  of  their  blefled- 
nefs,  whofe  iniquities  he  has  forgiven,  and  whofe 
fin  he  has  covered  ;  And  therefore  I  look  for- 
ward with  thankfulnefs  to  the  great  day  of  re- 
demption, when  Jefus  will  prefent  me  to  him- 
felf, holy  and  without  blemifh  as  if  I  had  never 
finned.  In  this  hope  of  falvation  I  triumph  be- 
fore God.  Now  I  fee  the  felicity  of  thy  chofen 
r— I  rejoice  in  the  gladnefs  of  thy  people — and  I 
glory  with  thine  inheritance.  Unto  him,  who 
chofe  me  in  his  Son— Unto  him,  who  loved  me 
and  wafhed  me  from  my  fins  in  his  own  blood— 
Unto  him,  who  gave  me  this  faith  and  keeps  me 
in  it ;  For  this  fellowlhip  with  the  eternal  Three, 
be  eternal  praife.  Amen, 
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CHAP.  VI. 

The  believer  s  viciory  over  the  dominion  of  Jin. 

We  have  heard  from  fcripture  fome  of  the 
victories  of  faith  over  fin  in  its  pollution  and  in 
its  guilt :  But  there  is  ftill  a  hard  warfare  to  be 
maintained  againft  its  dominion  :  For  it  reigneth 
abfolutely  in  the  children  of  difobedience,  and  it 
never  ceafeth  to  drive  for  maftery  in  the  children 
of  God;  who  have  an  evil  nature  ftill — an  old 
man,  who  is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful 
Jufts,  and  who  is  to  be  put  off  every  dav — denied 
in  his  defines — mortified  in  his  affections,  and 
crucified  in  his  appetites.  Thus  the  command- 
ment runs,  "  Mortify  therefore  vour  members 
which  are  upon  earth."  And  the  new  man, 
who  is  called  to  this  warfare,  is  ordered  to  make 
ufe  of  Chrift's  fulnefs  for  promifed  courage,  and 
ftrength,  and  victory  :  For  without  Chrifl  he  can 
do  nothing.  Sin  is  himfeif— He  is  a  body  of  fin: 
And  he  has  not  only  to  fight  againft  himfeif,  but 
alfo againft  principalities  and  powers,  hofts  of  foes, 
united  under  the  banner  of  the  God  of  this  world, 
trying  all  their  cunning,  and  all  their  force  to 
bring  the  believer  back  into  the  bondage  of  corrup- 
tion; and  what  he  has  of  his  own  is  on  their  fide. 

His 
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His  worft  foe  is  his  indwelling  fin,  which  has  a 
complete  body  with  all  its  members  and  lufts, 
always  enticing  to  fomething  unlawful,  and 
tempting  to  the  commiflion  of  it.  Every  faculty 
is  ready  to  become  an  inftrument  of  unrighteouf- 
nefs  unto  lin.  It  is  an  abfolute  tyrant,  who 
rules  his  fiaves  with  the  mod  cruel  rigour,  keep- 
ing them  captive  to  his  will,  although  nothing 
but  deftruftion  and  mifery  be  in  their  ways. 

Thus  original  fin  is  defcribed  in  the  ninth  ar- 
ticle of  our  church — it  is  the  fault  and  corruption 
of  every  man  born  of  Adam:  And  notwithftand- 
ing  it  ftill  remaineth  in  the  regenerate,  yet  there 
is  a  promife  of  daily  and  of  complete  victory 
over  the  tyrant.  Thus  it  is  written,  "  Sin  fhall 
not  have  dominion  over  you,  becaufe  ye  are  not 
under  the  law,  but  under  grace."  Once  fin  had 
full  dominion,  but  it  is  taken  away  by  the  Spi- 
rit of  Chrift  ;  not  entirely  deftroyed,  as  to  its  be- 
ing, but  as  to  its  ruling  power— Dethroned  in 
the  judgment,  there  feen  as  it  is  exceeding  fin- 
ful,  exceeding  dangerous — Dethroned  in  the 
confcience,  the  believer  no  longer  under  the  law, 
but  under  grace,  is  freed  from  condemnation — 
Dethroned  in  the  will :  Not  my  will,  Lord,  but 
thine  be  done — Dethroned  in  the  heart,  I  hate 
all  evil  thoughts,  but  thy  law  do  I  love ;  O  what 
love  have  I  unto  thy  law — Dethroned  in  the  life, 
crucified  with  its  affections  and  lufts,  by  the 
power  of  the  crofs  of  Jcfus.    It  is  not  quite  dead, 

but 
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but  it  is  put  to  a  lingering  death,  kept  upotl 
the  crofs,  dying  daily.  And  thus  the  fin,  whic 
is  pardoned  through  the  blood  of  Chrift,  is  con- 
quered by  the  arm  of  Chrift,  as  it  is  written, 
"  He  will  fubdue  our  iniquities,"  and  faith  in 
his  promifed  help  keeps  them  under,  fubdues 
them  effectually,  fo  that  they  do  not  reign  in 
the  mortal  body  to  obey  them  in  the  lufts  there- 
of. Take  an  inftance  of  this  triumphant  faith. 
Whatever  the  natural  man  can  fet  his  heart 
upon,  or  feek  his  happinefs  in — the  luft  of  the 
flefh,  the  luft  of  the  eyes,  or  the  pride  of  life — 
Mofes  was  enabled  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  to 
overcome :  "  By  faith,  Mofes,  when  he  was 
come  to  years,  refufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of 
Pharaoh's  daughter,  choofing  rather  to  fuffer 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy 
the  pleafures  of  fin  for  a  feafon,  efteeming  the 
reproach  of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  thevtreafures 
of  Egypt :  For  he  had  rcfpecl  unto  the  recom- 
pence  of  the  reward."  What  but  almighty  grace 
could  have  given  him  fuch  a  complete  victory? 
He  gained  entire  dominion  over  fin,  even  when 
it  came  to  tempt  him  with  all  the  pleafures,  and 
riches,  and  honors  of  the  world.  He  was  made 
ftrong  in  faith  :  Chrift  ruling  in  his  heart  brought 
every  high  thought  into  fubjection  to  himfelf; 
So  that  Mofes  not  only  refigned  all  his  temporal 
advantages  for  Chrift's  fake,  but  what  natural 
men  account  a  great  paradox,  he  chofe  re- 
3  proach, 
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proach,  poverty,  mifery,  rather  than  give  up  his 
intereft  in  Chrift.  This  is  the  victory  which  ftill 
overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith  :  For  the 
New  Teftament  furniihcs  us  with  fuch  another 
inftancc  of  Chriftian  heroifm  in  the  apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles.  He  is  giving  an  account  of  his  own 
experience,  and  by  what  means  he  was  now  no 
longer  under  the  law,  but  under  grace—a  finner 
faved  from  the  fentence  of  the  broken  law,  and 
from  all  hope  of  being  made  righteous  by  his 
own  perfonal  keeping  of  it :  I,  through  the  law, 
fays  he,  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live 
unto  God,  Sjcc.  Once  he  was  alive  without  the 
law,  when  he  thought  proudly  of  his  own  good 
life,  that  concerning  the  law  he  was  blamelefs, 
but  when  the  commandment  came  in  the  power 
of  the  Spirit,  then  it  flew  him,  and  killed  all  his 
former  legal  hopes.  What  he  had  trufted  in  be- 
fore for  life,  he  now  found  to  be  unto  death. 
And  Chrift,  faith  in  Chrift,  was  the  only  means 
by  which  he  faw  he  could  live  unto  God,  by  his 
grace  and  to  his  glory.  By  this  faith  he  then 
experienced  the  power  of  the  crucified  and  rifen 
Jefus  :  I  am  in  Chrift,  fays  he,  crucified  with 
him,  truly  and  fpiritually  dead  to  fin,  to  felf,  to 
the  world,  by  the  virtue  of  hiscrofs:  Neverthe- 
lefs  by  the  fame  faith  in  the  fame  Jefus,  I  live, 
the  Spirit  of  life  in  him  has  quickened  my  fpirit : 
He  has  given  me  a  new  birth  into  the  fpiritual 
world,  and  has  brought  me  to  live  upon  the 

fulnefs 
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f  ulnefs  of  Jefus,  as  really  now  by  faith,  as  I  hope 
to  live  upon  him  by  fenfe  in  heaven  ;  «  Yet  not  I* 
I  neither  had  it  of  myfelf,  nor  do  I  continue  it  by 
any  act  of  my  own,  "  but  Chrift  livcth  in  me  :" 
And  although  I  feem  to  live  outwardly  like  other 
men,  yet  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flelh,  I 
live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  depending 
upon  him  every  moment  for  frefh  fupplies  of  his 
Spirit,  to  keep  me  in  union  and  communion  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  thereby  he  gives 
me  to  feel  in  my  heart  fome  of  the  bleflings  of 
that  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  which  furpaffeth 
knowledge.  It  is  this  that  purifies  my  foul,  and 
fanctifics  my  life  :  Blcfled,  for  ever  blefled  be 
his  name,  who  thus  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf 
for  me. 

Sucb  were  the  heroes  of  chriftianity.  They 
fought  the  Lord's  battles,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might  they  fubdued  fin  :  They  obtained 
dominion  over  it  through  faith  in  Jefus.  And 
the  fame  faith  in  tn*e  fame  Jefus  is  ftill  mighty 
through  him  to  obtain  as  great  victories.  The 
truth  of  his  promife,  the  faithfulnefs  of  the 
promifer,  the  ftrength  of  his  arm  to  fulfill  his 
promife  ;  thefe  did  not  fail  Mofes,  nor  Paul — 
never  did — never  can  fail  any  believer.  Thus 
•fpeaketh  the  Lord  unto  them — Sin  (hall  not  have 
dominion  over  you — having  pardoned  it  by  my 
blood.  I  will  fubduc  it  by  my  Spirit:  Truft  me,  you 
fhall  find  flrong  faith  an  overmatch  for  ftrong 
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/In  :  Becaufe  it  fights  in  the  ftrength  of  Jefus, 
to  whom  all  things  are  poflible,  and  who  muft 
reign  till  he  hath  put  all  his  enemies  under  his 
feet.  And  fin  and  death  (hall  be  no  more. 
Say,  it  is  a  befetting  fin,  this  only  gives  more 
employment  for  faith,  and  for  the  power  of 
Jefus.  It  may  be  a  fin  of  conftitution,  breaking 
out  into  wrath  and  paflion,  that  the  man  has  no 
government  of  himfelf :  But  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
can  make  him  a  new  creature,  and  can  enable' 
him  to  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  and 
to  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  hplinefs.  It 
may  be  a  long  habit  of  fin  :  But  is  any  thing  too 
hard  for  the  Lord  ?  Has  he  not  promifed— "  A 
new  heart  will  I  give  you,  and  I  will  put  my 
Spirit  within  you,  and  I  will  caufe  you  to  walk 
in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye  fliall  keep  my  command- 
ments and  pra&ife  them."  Wherever  grace 
reigns,  this  fcripture  is  fulfilled.  The  armies  of 
the  Lord  of  hofts  fight  under  his  banner,  and  no 
weapon  formed  againft  them  can  profper — Kept 
by  his  mighty  power  they  are  daily  more  than  con- 
querors, marching  on  triumphant  over  all  oppofi- 
tion  :  For  he  enables  them  to  hold  faft  the  confi- 
dence, and  the  rejoicing  of  hope  firm  unto  the 
end.  Thus  they  were  commanded  to  pray — 
"  Order  my  fteps,  O  Lord,  according  to  thy 
word,  and  let  not  any  iniquity  have  dominion 
over  me."  They  looked  to  his  word,  and  to  his 
Vol.  II.  S  arm, 
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arm,  for  the  right  ordering  of  their  fteps,  believ- 
ing that  he  would  keep  the  fteps  of  his  faints, 
and  fin  mould  not  have  dominion  over  them,  now 
they  were  no  longer  under  the  law,  but  under 
the  kingdom  of  his  grace.  The  victory  which 
he  had  promifed,  they  expected,  and  he  did  put 
forth  his  power,  according  to  that  good  word 
wherein  he  had  caufed  them  to  place  their  truft. 
They  found  his  grace  fufficient  to  fubdue  the 
tyranny  of  iniquity  ;  yea,  where  fin  had  abounded 
grace  did  much  more  abound  in  daily  victory 
over  its  wiles,  and  its  aflaults.  And  the  power 
of  Chrift  refting  upon  them,  they  were  kept  in 
this  fpirit  of  prayer. 

O  thou  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  ftrengthen  me  mightily  by  thy  Spirit  in 
the  inner  man,  that  Chrift  may  dwell  in  my  heart 
by  faith,  and  I  may  have  his  ftrength,  to  fet 
againft  the  power  of  my  fins,  and  mine  enemies. 
For  orders,  for  courage,  for  perfeverance,  for 
victory,  for  eternal  triumph,  I  look  unto  thee  for 
all.  Blefled  be  thy  name,  that  thou  haft  chofen 
me  to  be  a  foldier,  and  to  fight  under  the  banner 
of  Jefus.  I  will  fing  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath 
triumphed  glorioufly.  He  made  all  mine  enemies 
his  own,  and  they  are  now  under  his  feet  ;  and  I 
believe  according  to  thy  good  word,  that  thou 
wilt  put  them  under  mine.  Thou  haft  conquered 
them  for  me,  and  haft  engaged  to  conquer  them 
in  me,  and  by  me.    It  is  of  thy  mere  grace, 
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almighty  Jefus,  that  I  am  enabled  to  deny  my- 
felf,  to  take  up  my  crofs,  and  to  follow  thee  in 
this  holy  war.  All  my  fufficiency  is  from  the 
frelh  fupplies  of  thy  Spirit.  O  grant  me  then 
abundantly  to  the  increafe  of  my  faith,  and  to 
the  prarfe  of  thy  promifed  help.  Caufe  me  to 
depend  every  moment  upon  it,  let  me  experience, 
that  when  I  am  weakeft  in  myfelf,  I  may  be 
made  ftrongeft  in  the  Lord.  And  when  I  have 
nothing  left  me  to  glory  in  of  mine  own,  then 
my  foul  may  magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  Spirit 
may  rejoice  in  God  my  Saviour.  Behold,  God 
is  my  falvation,  I  will  truft  and  not  be  afraid, 
becaufe  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  ftrength  and  my 
fong  :  He  alfo  is  become  my  falvation.  To  his 
grace  and  power  be  all  the  glory  for  ever  and 
ever.    Amen,  and  Amen. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

The  believer  s  triumph  over  his  troubles. 

FTER  fin  is  pardoned,  and  the  pardoned 
finner  is  enabled  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith 
againft  it,  yet  there  is  another  enemy  affaulting 
him  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life.  Fallen  man 
is  born  to  trouble.  The  man  in  Chrift  is  fo  far 
from  heing  exempt,  that  many  are  the  troubles 
of  the  righteous.  He  is  in  common  with  others, 
liable  to  pain  and  poverty,  and  to  afflictions  of 
every  kind:  He  is  by  his  very  profeffion  expofed 
to  fome  of  the  mod  trying  nature — his  owning 
Chrift — his  following  Chrift— his  conformity  to 
Chrift — give  offence,  provoke  the  malice  of 
wicked  men,  and  the  rage  of  wicked  fpirits. 
Wave  does  not  follow  wave  more  certainly,  than 
every  day  brings  its  frefli  troubles,  and  forces  the 
believer  to  feek  for  aids,  and  comforts  out  of 
himfelf.  This  is  a  fore  fight  of  afflictions.  To  bear 
up  under  them  with  any  patience,  and  to  reap 
profit  from  them,  is  a  tafk  above  the  power  of  mere 
man.  Every  little  pain  ftirs  up  murmuring  and  im- 
patience, and  this  rebellion  againft  God's  will  is 
the  parent  of  a  thoufand  fretful  tempers  :  And 
thefe,  exercifed  byfharp  fuffering,  render  the  man 
truly  miferable.  If  his  fuffering  continues  long,  in- 
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crea-fes  much,  it  often  drives  the  poor  firmer  to 
defpair ;  and  if  he  has  no  Saviour  to  flee  unto, 
he  is  fometimes  guilty  of  felf-murder,  and  dies 
in  an  aft  of  fin,  rulhing  head-long  into  everlaft- 
ing  destruction — The  wifdom  of  man,  of  Cato 
himfelf,  furnifliing  no  better  remedy  againit  the 
numerous  evils  of  human  life. 

To  man  thus  expofed  to  fufleving,  and  helplefs 
under  it,  his  fuffering  remaining  as  long  as  fin 
remains,  how  neceflary  mutt  be  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ?  He  has  vouehfafed  to  give  us 
his  promiies  of  help,  fuited  to  every  poffible  cafe 
of  diftrefs.  When  it  is  his  will,  that  any  of  his 
people  fliould  be  tried,  he  engages  to  make  the 
trial  of  their  faith  much  more  precious  than  that 
of  gold,  which  perilheth.  He  is  with  them, 
prefent  with  his  divine  fupports  and  holy  com- 
forts. "  Call  upon  mc,  fays  he,  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  flialt  glorify 
me  :  Many  are  the  troubles  of  the  righteous, 
but  out  of  them  all  the  Lord  delivereth  them." 
They  acknowledge  it  with  gratitude,  "  God 
was  our  refuge  and  ftrcngth,  we  have  found  him 
a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble,"  helping  us  to 
bear  up  under  the  heavieft  preflures,  keeping 
his  everlafting  arms  underneath  us,  as  long  as  we 
fufFer,  and  if  the  fufferings  incrcafe,  increafing 
our  faith  and  patience,  until  they  have  done  their 
perfect  work. 

When 
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When  through  the  aids  of  his  Spirit  thefe 
promifes  have  their  full  credit,  through  his  in- 
ward peace,  which  he  alone  can  give,  and  which 
the  world  cannot  take  away :  When  he  makes  the 
heart  to  feel  happy  in  God,  enjoying  the  peculiar 
fupports  of  the  gofpel,  and  living  up  to  its  pri- 
vileges, then  the  believer  finds  the  apoftle's  ex- 
perience to  be  true — "  always  forrowful,  yet 
always  rejoicing,"  and  fometimes  with  a  fulnefs 
of  joy,  according  to  what  is  written,  "  But  now, 
thus  faith  the  Lord,  that  created  thee,  O  Jacob, 
and  he  that  formed  thee,  O  Ifrael,  Fear  not,  for 
I  have  redeemed  thee,  I  have  called  thee  by  thy 
name,  thou  art  mine :  When  thou  pafleft 
through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee,  and 
through  the  rivers,  they  mall  not  overflow  thee  ; 
when  thov  walkeft  through  the  fire,  thou  fhalt 
not  be  burnt,  neither  fhall  the  flames  kindle 
upon  thee  :  For  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  the 
Holy  One  of  Ifrael  thy  Saviour  :  Fear  not,  for  I 
am  with  thee,"  to  fupport,  to  deliver.  This  is 
fpoken  to  the  redeemed,  who  are  God's  property, 
and  whom  he  bought  with  a  great  price.  W'hat 
could  the  Lord  God  engage  to  do  for  them 
more,  than  is  here  promifed,  in  order  to  ftill  all 
their  guilty  fears,  and  to  quiet  all  their  natural 
fears  ?  Trufting  to  the  redemption  that  is  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb,  they  are  under  his  keeping, 
they  go  out  in  his  ftrength  to  meet  their  trials  and 
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their  enemies.  Jefus  is  with  them,  on  their  fide  ; 
and  therefore  believing  in  him,  they  need  not 
fear  any  fuffering.  Jehovah  is  their  Alehim, 
their  covenant  God  in  Trinity,  their  fworn  allies, 
engaged  by  his  almighty  arm  to  fave  them  from 
all  evil,  and  to  give  them  all  poflible  good.  "  I 
the  Lord,  fays  he,  do  keep  thee — I  will  water 
thee  with  the  dew  of  heaven  every  moment- 
left  any  hurt  thee,  I  will  keep  thee  night  and 
day."  Having  fuch  great  and  exceeding  pre- 
cious promifes,  with  what  holy  courage  mould 
the  believer  look  up  to  a  faithful  God,  and  what 
ftrong  confolation  (liould  they  afford  him,  when 
he  is  to  go  through  the  fire  or  through  the  water. 
He  may  fing  with  Jonah,  "  I  will  facrifice  unto 
ihcc  with  the  voice  of  thanksgiving — falvation 
is  of  the  Lord."  Or  with  the  triumphant  faith 
of  the  three  children  who  were  not  afraid  to  go 
into  the  furnace,  heated  feven  times  hotter  than 
ufual,  fully  perfuaded,  that  whether  they  lived 
or  died  Jefus  would  be  with  them.  Threatened 
with  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  if  they  refufed 
to  worftfip  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  "  They 
faid,  O  king,  we  are  not  careful  to  anfwer  thee 
in  this  matter  ;  if  it  be  fo,  our  God,  whom  we 
ferve,  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery 
furnace,  and  he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thy  hand, 
O  king."  And  he  did,  he  went  with  them  into 
the  fire,  and*  they  walked  in  the  midft  of  the 
flames  unhurt.    The  fame  Jefus  is  daily  repeating 
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the  fame  miracle.    He  has  approved  himfelf  in 
all  ages  to  be  the  friend  of  his  affiicled  people  I 
W  hatever  he  fends  to  them,  he  fends  it  with  his 
bleflmg.    So  they  teftify-«  We  know  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God."    They  knew  it  by  his  promife,  and  they 
felt  it  by  experience :  It  is  good  for  us  that  we 
have  been  in  trouble  :  We  have  gone  through 
many  feas  and  norms  of  affliaion,  and  through 
the  raging  fire  of  perfection,  not  onlv  unhurt, 
but  benefited  :  For  Chrift  was  with  us.'    As  the 
fufferings  of  Chrift  abounded  ;  fo  our  confolation 
abounded  by  Chrift  :  He  feels  for  them,  as  his 
members,  and  has  bowels  of  the  tendereft  com- 
panion.   In  all  their  affliaion  he  is  affliaed.  He 
brings  in  his  fupports,  and  comes  with  his  de- 
liverance in  the  beft  time.    He  leaves  no  accu- 
fation  of  fin  in  the  confcience,  but  gives  and 
maintains  a  fweet  peace  with"  God.    O  what 
matter  of  triumph  is  it,  when  this  peace  rules 
in  the  heart,  always,  and  by  all  means  teftify- 
mg — "  Since  God  is  for  us,  who  can  be  againft 
us  ?  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  deliver- 
ed him  up  for  us  all,  how  mall  he  not  with  him 
alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  Who  mall  lay  any 
thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect  ?  It  is  God 
that  juftifieth,  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It. 
is  Chrift  that  died,  yea,  rather  that  is  rifen  again, 
who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo 
maketh  interceffion  for  us."    Thanks  without 
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seating  be  to  Jcfus,  the  Lamb  that  was  flain  for 
this  complete  and  eternal  vi£tory  over  fin  :]|The 
apoftle  carries  on  his  praifes,  Rom.  viii.  that 
through  Jefus  all  outward  oppofition  (hall  fall 
before  us — "  Who  fhall  feparate  us  from  Chrift's 
love  to  us  ?  Shall  tribulation,  or  diftrefs,  or  per- 
fection, or  famine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or 
fword  ?  As  it  is  written,  For  thy  fake  we  are 
killed  all  the  day  long,  we  are  accounted  as 
fheep  for  the  {laughter  i  Nay,  in  all  thefe  things 
we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
hath  loved  us."  His  love  is  in  them  all — ap- 
points them,  fends  them,  proportions  them,  and 
they  conquer  them  all  in  his  ftrength,  not  only 
conquer,  but  are  more  than  conquerors  :  They 
are  great  gainers  ;  they  gain  what  is  better  than 
all  the  world,  frefli  proof  of  his  love,  they  gain 
experience  of  it :  For  they  find  that  nothing  can 
hurt  them,  now  he  has  taken  them  under  his 
protection.  For  this  his  divine  fupport  we  are 
taught  to  pray  daily,,  afking  it  as  a  matter  of 
mere  favour,  and  expecting  it  only  through  the 
grace  and  interceffion  of  our  great  High  Prieft — 
We  humbly  befeech  thee,  O  Father,  merci- 
fully to  look  upon  our  infirmities,  and  for  the 
glory  of  thy  name  turn  from  us  all  thofe  evils 
which  we  moft  righteoufly  have  deferved,  and 
grant  that  in  all  our  troubles  we  may  put  our 
whole  truft  and  confidence  in  thy  mercy,  and 
evermore  ferve  thee  in  holinefs,  and  purenefs  of 
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living,  to  thy  honour  and  glory,  through  our 
only  mediator  and  advocate  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

When  this  is  the  prayer  of  faith,  outward  trials 
become  inward  mercies:  For  the  Holy  Spirit 
keeps  the  heart  fettled  with  its  whole  truft  and 
confidence  upon  his  promifed  help  :  So  that  if 
the  trials  increafe,  he  makes  them  redound  to 
the  glory  of  God.  If  the  outward  man  bo  a 
greater  fufferer,  even  ready  to  perifh,  he  rer  .vs 
the  inward  man  day  by  day  :  He  brings  in  abun- 
dant grace  to  fanctify  abundant  fuflerings : 
Whereby  he  fatisfies  the  hearts  of  Idle  ii.fkrers, 
that  thefe  light  afflictions  which  are  but  for  a 
moment,  will  work  for  them  a  far  more  excel- 
lent and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  The  hope  of 
this  keeps  them  patient  and  thankful.  By  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghoir,  they  know  this  eter- 
nal triumph  will  be  foon.  Yet  a  very,  very  little 
while,  they  will  be  favoured  with  the  fight  of 
the  king  in  his  beauty  :  They  mail  fit  down 
with  him  in  his  throne,  and  fliall  reign  with  him 
for  ever  and  ever. 

For  the  farther  confirmation  of  our  faith,  he 
hns  fet  before  us  a  cloud  of  witneffes,  who  teftify, 
with  one  voice,  that  he  fanctified  all  their  troubles, 
and  turned  them  into  covenant  bleffings.  So  one 
of  them  faid — "  I  will  blefs  the  Lord  at  all 
times,  his  praife  fliall  continually  be  in  my 
mouth  :  My  foul  fliall  make  her  boaft  in  the 
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Lord,  the  humble  fhall  hear  thereof  and  be 
glad  :  O  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us 
exalt  his  name  together:  I  fought  the  Lord,  and 
he  heard  and  delivered  me  from  all  my  fears. 
The  righteous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth,  and 
delivereth  them  out  of  all  their  troubles."  Their 
very  troubles  become  matter  of  triumph.  He 
fhut  them  up  in  the  ark,  and  they  were  faved, 
when  he  drowned  the  world  of  the  ungodly. 
Peter  fpeaking  from  experience  fays,  The  Lord 
knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  their 
troubles,  as  he  did  righteous  Lot,  when  he  over- 
threw Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  The  more  the 
Egyptians  oppreffed  his  people,  the  more  they 
multiplied  and  grew.  Behold,  the  bufh  burned 
with  fire,  and  the  bum  was  not  confumcd.  The 
fire  of  perfecution  raged  againft  the  church,  but 
the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was  fruitful,  and  increaf- 
ed  it  both  in  number  and  in  grace.  The  feed  of 
the  wicked  one  have  been  at  enmity  with  the 
children  of  the  promife  from  the  beginning,  but 
thefe  trufted  in  the  Captain  of  their  falvation, 
and  he  led  them  on  conquering  and  to  conquer : 
"  Through  faith  they  fubdued  kingdoms,  wrought 
righteoufnefs,  obtained  promifes,  flopped  the 
mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  violence  of  fire, 
efcapcd  the  edge  of  the  fword,  out  of  weaknefs 
were  made  ftrong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  turned 
to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens,  women  receiv- 
ed their  dead  railed  to  life  again,  and  others  were 
3  tortured 


276  TRIUMPH  OF  FAITH. 

tortured  not  accepting  deliverance,  that  they 
might  obtain  a  better  refurre&ion'— thefe  and 
the  other  worthies  mentioned,  Hebrews,  chap.  xi. 
did  wonders  through  Chrift,  who  ftrengthened 
them  :  They  loved  not  their  lives  unto  death, 
fully  perfuaded,  that  when  he  fhould  call  them 
to  it,  he  would  be  with  them,  and  would  enable 
them  to  finifh  their  courfe  with  joy.  And  he 
did:  For  they  all  obtained  a  good  report  through 
faith,  leaving  us  an  example  to  follow  the  fteps 
of  their  faith,  and  encouraging  us  to  do  it  with 
holy  boldnefs,  whatever  troubles  we  meet  with  in 
our  way.  We  may,  we  ought  to  rejoice  in  tri- 
bulation :  For  we  have  the  fame  Jefus  to  look 
unto,  the  author  and  the  finifher  of  their  faith 
and  ours,  the  fame  promifes  of  his  fupport,  the 
fame  almighty  arm  to  make  them  good,  and  the 
fame  matter  of  triumph,  which  they  experienced, 
whom  he  led  on  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  until 
every  one  of  them  in  Sion  appeared  before  God. 
This  is  the  certain  heritage  of  the  fervants  of  the 
Lord,  and  their  righteoufnefs  and  falvation  is  of 
me,  faith  the  Lord. 

Of  the  fame  fentiments  were  our  reformers, 
which  they  give  us  in  thefe  remarkable  words  in 
one  of  their  prayers  :  O  God,  who  art  the  au- 
thor of  peace,  and  lover  of  concord,  in  know- 
ledge of  whom  ftandeth  our  eternal  life,  whofe 
fervice  is  perfect  freedom  :  Defend  us  thv  hum- 
ble fer.aats  in  all  aflaults  of  our  enemies,  that 

we 
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we  furely  trufting  in  thy  defence  may  not  fear 
the  power  of  any  adverfaries,  through  the  might 
of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  Amen. 

And  to  the  fame  purpofe  in  one  of  their  ho- 
milies they  thus  exprefs  thcmfelves  :  "  All  cor- 
rection which  God  fendeth  us  in  this  prefent 
time,  feemcth  to  have  no  joy  and  comfort,  but 
forrow  and  pain,  yet  it  bringeth  with  it  a  tafte 
of  God's  mercy,  and  goodnefs,  towards  them 
that  be  fo  corrected,  and  a  fure  hope  of  God's 
cverlafting  confolation  in  heaven.  If  then  thefe 
forrows,  difeafes,  and  fickneffes,  and  alfo  death 
itfelf,  be  nothing  elfe  but  our  heavenly  Father's 
rod,  whereby  he  certifieth  us  of  his  love,  and 
gracious  favour,  whereby  he  trieth  and  purifieth 
us,  whereby  he  giveth  unto  us  holinefs,  and  cer- 
tifieth us  that  we  be  his  children,  and  he  our 
merciful  Father  :  Shall  we  not  then  with  all  hu- 
mility, as  obedient  and  loving  children,  joyfully 
kifs  our  heavenly  Father's  rod,  and  ever  fay  in 
our  heart,  with  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  Father, 
if  this  anguifh  and  forrow  which  I  feel,  and  death 
which  I  fee  approach,  may  not  pafs,  but  that  thy 
will  is  that  I  muft  fufFer  them,  thy  will  be  done" 

O  thou  hope  of  Ifrael,  the  Saviour  thereof  in 
the  time  of  trouble,  I  acknowledge  my  reluctance 
to  take  up  thy  crofs,  and  my  weaknefs  in  bearing 
it,  hold  thou  me  up  by  frefh  fupplies  of  thy  Spirit, 
that  I  may  be  fafe.  Let  thy  ftrength  be  perfeft- 
cd  in  my  weaknefs.  Thy  promifes  of  help  are 
r  exceeding 
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exceeding  great ;  through  thee  I  do  believe  the 
truth  of  them,  and  I  pray  for  grace  to  make  a 
right  ufe  of  them.  Enable  me  in  patience  to 
poflefs  my  foul,  that  when  it  is  thy  will  to  try 
my  faith,  I  may  live  up  to  my  privileges,  and 
may  find  it  better  to  fufFer  with  Chrift  than  to 
reign  with  the  world.  O  Lord,  thou  haft  fhew- 
ed  this  favour  to  Mofes,  and  thou  haft  done 
more  than  this — Thou  haft  made  thy  witnefles 
glorify  thee  in  the  fires— they  have  marched  on, 
fighting  thy  battles  againft  hofts  of  foes,  and  they 
did  not  account  their  lives  dear  to  themfelves,  fo 
they  might  finifh  their  courfe  with  joy,  and  die 
in  faith,  bkfllng  and  praifing  thy  holy  name.  O 
thou  faithful  God,  thou  art  the  fame  to  us  now, 
as  thou  waft  to  them.  Lead  ine  on  then  in  thy 
ftrength,  trufting  in  thy  word,  and  leaning  on 
thine  arm.  Thou  haft  promifed  thy  flock,  and  I 
hope  I  am  one  of  them—"  My  flieep  hear  my 
voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they  follow  me, 
and  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  (hall 
never  perifh,  neither  fliall  any  pluck  them  out 
of  my  hand."  O  thou  good  Shepherd,  let  me 
truft  in  thy  love,  and  feel  thy  fupports,  that 
whatever  lies  before  me  to  be  done  or  fuftered, 
I  may  be  enabled  to  do  it,  and  to  fufFer  it  by  the 
continual  fupplies  of  thy  Spirit.  And  by  his  in- 
fluence help  me  to  perfevere,  till  I  win  the  prize 
of  my  high  calling,  and  be  admitted  to  join  that 
great  company,  whom  no  one  can  number,  who 

ftand 


TRIUMPH  OF  FAITH.  279 

ftand  before  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb, 
clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their 
hands :  Thefe  are  they  who  came  out  of  great 
tribulation,  and  have  warned  their  robes,  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  : 
Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God, 
and  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple,  and 
he  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne  mail  dwell  among 
them  :  They  (hall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirft 
any  more,  neither  fhall  the  fun  finite  them,  nor 
any  heat :  For  the  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midft  of 
the  throne  fhall  feed  them,  and  fhall  lead  them 
unto  living  fountains  of  water  :  and  God  fhall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  O  my 
Jefus,  1  blefs  thee  for  this  mod  glorious  profpe£t: 
It  is  of  thy  mere  grace  that  I  am  in  any  meafure 
enabled  to  join  that  great  company  :  It  is  entire- 
ly of  thy  fpecial  favour  that  I  have  any  good' 
hope  to  come  to  their  glory :  For  this,  and  for 
all  thy  mercies,  to  thee  with  the  Father,  and  the 
eternal  Spirit,  the  three  in  one  Jehovah,  I  give 
honour,  and  glory,  and  thanks,  to-day,  and  I 
hope  to  do  it  without  ceafing  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen,  and  Amen. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

The  believer's  triumph  over  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 

It  is  appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die.  The 
time  is  fixed  by  an  immutable  decree.  The  days 
of  our  years  are  threefcore  years  and  ten,  and  if 
by  reafon  of  ftrength  they  be  fourfcore  years, 
yet  is  their  ftrength  labour  and  forrow  :  For  it  is 
foon  cut  off,  and  we  fly  away.  If  fome  be  per- 
mitted to  live  longer,  yet  the  infirmities  of  old 
age  muft  arrive,  bringing  with  them  labour  and 
forrow,  the  forerunners  of  death.  Circulation 
will  become  languid.  The  fenfes  of  the  body 
will  grow  dull  and  heavy.  The  faculties  of  the 
mind  will  be  impaired,  and  will  difcover  it  by 
not  remembering  proper  names.  In  this  decline 
of  life  believers  are  fubject  to  the  fame  infirmi- 
ties with  other  men  :  They  have  no  exemption 
from  pain,  or  ficknefs,  or  death  :  But  they  have 
that  which  keeps  up  their  fpirits,  and  makes 
them  patient  and  joyful.  The  confolations  of 
God  are  then  moft  needed,  and  he  has  promifed 
them,  and  he  is  faithful  :  He  never  failed  them, 
who  trufted  in  him.  He  has  fuited  his  promifes 
to  all  the  infirmities  of  age.  He  knows  our 
frame  perfectly,  and  has  defcribed  it  with  an  un- 
erring pen,  Eccleftajles,  chap.  xii.  that  when  we 
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feel  the  figns  of  old  age,  we  may  apply  to  him 
for  grace  to  profit  by  them.  The  fymptoms  there 
given  are  infallibly  true  and  juft,  and  are  as  fo 
many  monitors,  warning  the  man,  that  the  vi- 
gour of  life, is  declining,  and  that  the  body  is 
returning  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came. 
Happy  is  he  who  takes  this  warning,  and  re- 
members his  Creator  in  the  days  of  his  youth, 
before  the  wearifome  days  come,  of  weaknefs 
and  pain.  He  has  fled  to  Jefus  for  refuge— and 
finds  and  experiences  what  he  has  engaged  to 
do  for  his  people,  when  heart  and  flefli  begin  to 
fail  them.  Blefled  be  his  grace  for  the  abundant 
provifion  which  he  has  made  for  their  faith  and 
patience :  He  fays  to  them,  "  I  will  be  with  you, 
I  will  never  leave  you,  nor  forfake  you  :  So  that 
you  may  boldly  fay,  The  Lord  is  our  helper,  and 
we  need  not  fear  what  the  infirmities  of  age  can 
do  unto  us."  One  of  them,  the  Chriftian  Hero, 
thus  encouraged  himfelf  in  the  Lord  his  God— 
"  Thou  art  my  hope,  O  Lord  God,  thou  art  my 
truft  even  from  my  youth  :  By  thee  have  I  been 
holden  up  from  the  womb :  Thou  art  he  that 
took  me  out  of  my  mother's  bowels :  My  praife 
fliall  be  continually  of  thee — I  am  a  wonder  unto 
many,  but  thou  art  my  fhong  refuge."  This  was 
his  truft:  And  God  did  not  forfake  him.  He 
remembered  his  word  unto  his  fervant,  wherein 
he  had  caufed  him  to  depend.  There  failed  not 
aught  of  any  good  thing,  which  the  Lord  had 
Vol.  II.  T  fpoken 
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fpoken  unto  him.  O  what  great  encouragement 
have  believers  to  follow  the  fteps  of  his  faith  ! 
For  his  God  is  their  God,  the  fame  yefterday,  to- 
day,, and  for  ever,  to  young  and  old,  who  put 
their  truft  in  him.  His  promife  to  the  Ifrael  of 
God  cannot  be  broken.  Thus  he  pledges  his 
word  of  truth  to  them,  giving  them  a  warrant  to 
pray  unto  him,  "  My  mouth  fliall  be  filled  with 
thy  praife,  and  with  thy  honour  all  the  day  long:- 
For  thou  wilt  not  caft  me  off  in  the  time  of  old 
age,  thou  wilt  not  forfake  me,  when  my  ftrength 
faileth."  To  this  prayer  the  Lord  inclined  his 
car,  and  vouchfafed  this  gracious  anfwer : 
"  Hearken  unto  me,  O  houfe  of  Jacob,  and 
all  the  remnant  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  which  are 
borne  by  me  from  the  belly,  which  are  carried 
from  the  womb,  and  even  to  your  old  age  I  am 
he,  and  even  to  hoary  hairs  will  I  carry  you, 
I  have  made  and  I  will  bear  you,  even  I  will 
carrv,  and  I  will  deliver  you."  Thefe  are  fome 
of  his  rich  cordials  for  the  aged :  He  provided 
them  in  his  love,  and  he  is  fenfibly  touched  with 
the, feeling  of  their  infirmities  in  adminiftering 
them  :  For  he  himfelf  took  our  infirmities,  and 
bare  our.  fiekneflTes.  His  companions  bind  him 
to  comfort  and  relieve  his  old  difciplcs  :  And 
when  they  apply  to  him  in  time  of  need,  he  is 
ever  prefent  to  grant  them  his  promifed  help  : 
Yea,  fo  fuited  to  their  cafe,  as  to  make  them 
grow  in  grace,  as  they  grow  in  years.  They 

bria 
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Wing  forth  fruit  in  their  old  age,  the  rich  fruit 
of  humility,  and  the  ripe  fruit  of  thankfulnefs  ; 
fruit  that  endureth  unto  cverlafting  life.  We 
have  an  happy  inftance  of  this  in  God's  good- 
nefs  to  an  antient  believer,  who  lived  to  be  an 
hundred  and  feventy-five  years  old.  He  was  the 
friend  of  God,  who  had  bleffed  Abraham  through 
life,  and  that  in  all  things,  and  who  even  to 
hoary  hairs  loaded  him  with  bleffings.  For  God 
had  promifed  him,  "  Thou  fhalt  go  to  thy  father9 
in  peace,  thou  fhalt  be  buried  in  a  good  old 
age and  the  facred  hiftorian  relating  the  ful- 
filling of  the  promife,  fays,  "  He  gave  up  the 
ghofr,  and  died  in  a  good  old  age,  an  old  man, 
and  full  of  years,  and  was  gathered  to  his  peo- 
ple." His  old  age  was  good,  in  body  and  foul. 
Whatever  infirmities  he  had,  they  were  intended 
for  good,  and  actually  did  him  good.  He  was 
a  very  cheerful  pleafant  old  man.  The  peace  of 
his  mind  had  a  fweet  influence  on  his  temper  and 
behaviour.  It  kept  him  from  being  fretful  and 
peevifli  in  his  family.  He  was  loving  to  his 
children,  and  kind  to  his  fervants :  God  himfelf 
being  witnefs.  He  was  alfo  happy  in  his  laft 
years :  For  he  fpent  them  in  faith,  and  when 
they  came  to  an  end,  lie  died  in  peace  ;  with 
his  laft  breath  he  committed  his  fpirit  into  the 
hands  of  him  who  had  redeemed  it,  full  of  years  : 
It  is  in  the  original  one  word — he  was  fatisfied  : 
So  it  is  rendered,  Pfalm  xvii.  15,  "  As  fcr  me  1 
T  2  ,  ihall 
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ftiall  behold  thy  face  in  righteoufncfs  :  I  mall  be 
fatisfied,  when  I  awake  up  after  thy  likenefs." 
He  was  fatisfied  with  w.hat  he  had  enjoyed  of 
the  favour  and  friendfhip  of  his  God  ;  who  had 
been  his  fhield  to  defend  him  from  all  fins  and 
enemies,  and  alfo  had  promifed  to  be  his  ex- 
ceeding great  reward :  This  he  obtained,  when 
he  was  gathered  to  his  people,  to  the  general 
affembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born,  and  to  the 
moft  blifsful  communion  of  the  Three  in  Je- 
hovah. All  the  children  of  faithful  Abraham, 
treading  in  the  fteps  of  his  faith,  have  the  fame 
God  to  deal  with,  who  keepeth  promife  for 
ever.  It  is  recorded  of  Ifaac,  the  heir  of  the 
fame  promife  with  his  father,  that  he  died  in 
the  fame  faith,  an  old  man.  He  was  tried  with 
many  infirmities,  but  we  read  of  no  complaints, 
though  he  was  an  hundred  and  eighty  years  of 
age.  He  expired  in  praife  and  thankfulnefs, 
fatisfied  with  life,  and  happy  in  the  profpe61 
beyond  death.  And  his  fon  Jacob,  an  hundred 
and  forty-feven  years  old  when  he  was  dying, 
declared  that  he  had  waited  for  the  falvation 
of  God  ;  waiting  faith  is  ftrong  faith  :  And  after 
he  had  blefled  his  children,  and  had  given  com- 
mandment concerning  his  bones,  he  quietly,  as 
if  he  had  been  going  to  fleep,  gathered  up  his 
feet  into  the  bed,  and  died  in  peace,  an  old 
man,  and  fatisfied.  All  thefe  lived  in  the  world, 
iuangers  and  pilgrims,  looking  for  a  city  that 

hath 
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hath  foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is 
God :  And  they  were  not  difappointed  of  their 
hope,  they  all  died  in  faith — in  an  a£t  of  faith, 
and  were  gathered  to  their  people,  to  the  gene- 
ral aflembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born.  When 
they  came  to  the  end  of  their  faith,  they  came 
to  heaven.  The  moment  they  expired,  they 
entered  the  city,  which  God  had  prepared  for 
them  :  And  their  bodies,  fleeping  in  the  duft, 
are  in  the  covenant  of  life,  and  fhall  be  raifed 
and  glorified  in  the  morning  of  the  refurrection  : 
For  our  Lord  proves  that  the  dead  fhall  rife 
from  this  very  circumftance  :  He  fays  to  the 
Jews — "  Have  yc  not  read  in  the  book  of  Mofes, 
how  in  the  bufh  God  fpake  unto  him,  faying,  I 
am  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Ifaac, 
and  the  God  of  Jacob  :  He  is  not  the  God  of 
the  dead,  but  the  God  of  the  living."  In  this 
faith  the  patriarchs  died  :  being  children  of  the 
refurre£tion,  they  left  their  bodies  in  the  hand 
and  care  of  a  covenant  God,  well  allured  that 
he  would  raife  them  up  to  glory,  and  life  ever- 
lafting,  according  to  that  good  word,  wherein 
he  had  caufed  them  to  put  their  truft. 

Thefe  examples  of  the  loving-kindnefs  of 
God  to  his  aged  fervants  were  recorded  for  our 
learning  :  That  believers,  if  God  by  his  provi- 
dence fhould  bring  them  to  old  age,  might  be 
encouraged  to  truft  in  the  God  of  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  with  fuch  a  confidence  of 

their 
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their  hearts,  as  not  to  doubt  of  the  divine  truth, 
or  of  the  divine  power.  Whatever  he  was  to 
them,  he  is  the  fame  to  us — Our  God  as  well  as 
theirs — Our  covenant  God  engaged  to  glorify- 
both  body  and  foul :  On  whom  we  are  com- 
manded to  call  all  our  cares  and  concerns  in  ex- 
treme old  age.  If  what  is  of  nature  be  failing, 
what  is  of  grace  cannot.  If  the  life  of  fenfe  be 
dying,  the  life  of  faith  mould  nourilh  the  more  : 
It  is  a  life  that  cannot  die  :  -For  the  branches 
thrive  and  bring  forth  fruit  in  their  old  age,  pot 
of  themfelves,  but  becaufe  they  are  engrafted 
into  the  heavenly  vine,  in  which  they  live  for 
ever.  "  I  am  the  vine,  fays  Jefus,  ye  are  the 
branches  ;  he  that  abidcth  in  me,  and  I  in  him, 
the  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit :  For  without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing."  But  through  my  Spirit 
ftrengthening  you,  he  will  make  you  bud  and 
flouriih,  and  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit. 
He  will  fo  fill  you  with  the  fruits  of  rightcouf- 
nefs,  which  are  through  Chrift  Jefus,  to  the 
glory  and  praife  of  God,  that  your  laft  days  (hall 
be  your  beft  days. 

In  this  view  of  old  age,  it  may  become  a 
favourable  time  for  exercifing  and  improving 
faith  :  Becaufe  the  activity  of  the  life  of  fenfe  is 
abating,  and  thereby  many  things  are  removed, 
which  before  obftructed  the  growth  of  the  fpi- 
i  itual  life.  Now  is  the  time  to  learn  to  walk  by 
i u i ib,  and  not  by  fenfe.    A  believer,  young  in 
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years,  and  young  in  experience,  is  often  tempted 
to  judge  ofhimfelf  by  his  feelings,  more  than  by 
the  word  of  God.  In  a  good  frame  he  is  a  good 
believer.  Then  all  is  well  with  him.  But  when 
he  is  walking  in  darknefs,  he  is  very  apt  to 
queftion  his  ftate — If  all  be  right  with  me,  why 
am  I  thus  ? — My  prefent  frame  is  very  dull  and 
uncomfortable — I  am  not  fo  lively  as  I  ufed  to 
be  in  prayer  or  in  ordinances — my  delight  in 
God,  and  the  things  of  God,  is  far  fhort  of  what 
it  was  formerly— perhaps  I  have  been  deceiving 
myfelf,  and  crying,  Peace,  Peace,  when  there 
was  no  peace  for  me. 

From  this  temptation  age  itfelf  is  a  fort  of 
deliverance:  Self-aaivity  is  weakened,  and 
thereby  through  grace  felf-dependence.  The 
believer,  if  he  be  a  good  fcholar,  will  now 
jearn  to  walk  more  by  faith,  and  lefs  by  fight. 
The  vigour  of  his  fenfes  is  decaying.  The  high 
fpirits  of  youth  are  abating.  His  prefent  hffon 
is  very  plain  and  fimplej  and  while  he  attends 
to  what  is  palling  in  him,  and  about  him,  he 
has  a  thoufand  monitors,  calling  upon  him  now 
to  learn  and  praaife  a  perfeft  dependence  on 
thofe  things  which  arc  always  one  and  the  fame, 
without  any  variablenefs,  or  the  leaf!  fhadow  of 
turning.  One  record  of  God.  One  Saviour. 
One  Spirit.  One  faith,  of  which  the  Saviour  is 
>  the  author  and  the  fmiiher.  This  faith  is  made 
to  grow  and  flourifli,  as  there  is  lefs  dependence 

on 
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on  other  things :  And  as  age  itfelf  tends  to 
weaken  this  dependence,  it  becomes  in  the  hand 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  a  favourable  time  to  live  lefs 
upon  the  things  which  are  feen,  and  more  upon 
the  things  which  are  not  feen.  Lefs  of  fenfe, 
more  of  faith.  One  fcale  rifes  as  the  other  falls. 
The  outward  man  dying,  the  inward  man  grows 
more  lively — yea,  grows  up  into  Chrift  Jefus, 
and  that  in  all  things.  O  bleffed  old  man — thou 
haft  lived  to  a  good  time,  when  this  is  thy  ex- 
perience :  When  in  the  prayer  of  faith  thou 
canft  caft  all  thy  burdens   on   thy  Saviour : 

"  Lord,  keep  me,  a  poor  helplefs  creature  

Now  I  feel  that  of  myfelf,  I  can  do  nothing,  as 

I  ought,  or  as  I  wifti  to  do  Glorify  thy  grace 

in  me,  and  ftrengthen  me  mightily  by  thy  Spirit 
in  the  inner  man,  that  I  may  blefs  thee  for  thy 
falvation,  and  for  the  things  which  accompany 
falvation — Into  thy  faithful  hands  for  life  and 
death,  I  commit  myfelf,  and  all  my  concerns ; 
for  thou  haft  redeemed  me,  O  Lord,  thou  God 
of  truth." 

But  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  old  age  does 
not  produce  thefe  happy  effects  of  itfelf.  It  is 
not  of  nature,  but  entirely  of  grace,  that  any 
one  is  able  to  gain  fuch  fpiritual  profit  from 
bodily  infirmities.  The  mere  natural  man,  for- 
tify him  with  all  his  boafted  aids  of  reafon,  and 
philofophy,  yet  he  cannot  help  murmuring,  when 
age  brings  weaknefs,  and  licknefs  brings  pains- 
He 
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He  becomes  peevifh  and  fretful.  Having  no 
friendfhip  with  God,  he  cannot  look  up  for 
divine  fupports,  when  all  human  begin  to  fail 
him.  Under  a  fevere  fit  of  the  ftone,  or  a  long 
fit  of  the  gout,  he  is  often  out  of  all  patience. 
Uneafy  in  himfelf,  he  is  out  of  humour  with 
every  body  and  every  thing.  How  different  is 
the  believer  in  the  fame  circumftances !  His 
body  feels  pain  as  others  do  :  But  his  mind  is 
comfortable,  and  at  eafe.  Happy  in  God,  he 
has  patience  given  him  to  bear  his  fufferings, 
and  grace  to  profit  from  them ;  yea,  the  peace 
of  God  rules  in  his  heart  always,  and  by  all 
means. 

An  old  man  with  this  peace  which  furpaffeth 
all  understanding,  ruling  in  his  heart,  will  he  fo 
far  from  complaining,  that  he  has  every  thing  to 
be  thankful  for,  which  can  render  him  bleffed 
of  the  Lord.  He  is  provided  with  an  infallible 
antidote  againft  all  that  old  age  can  try  him 
with — It  is  true,  I  have  an  infirm  body,  but 
thank  God,  I  have  a  found  mind :  Age  has 
brought  upon  me  great  weaknefs,  but  this  makes 
more  room  for  the  power  of  God,  that  it  may  be 
perfected  in  my  weaknefs.  I  have  many  pains, 
but  not  fo  many  as  he  has  comforts  to  give  me  ; 
in  the  worft  of  them  he  keeps  me  patient,  Father 
thy  will  be  done — I  have  an  afflicled  body,  but 
I  have  an  happy  heart :  although  the  outward 
man  be  perilhing,  yet  I  faint  not,  becaufe  the 

inward 
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inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day — My  fupports 

are  great,  the  confolations  of  God  not  a  few  

I  feel  the  fymptoms  of  old  age  warning  me  daily 
of  my  approaching  diflblution,  through  grace  I 
take  the  warning — they  find  me  living,  and  I 
hope  they  will  find  me  dying,  in  the  faith  of  the 
Son  of  God.  The  earthly  tabernacle  is  taking 
down,  but  he  does  it  with  much  tendernefs  and 
love,  and  alfures  me,  that  he  has  prepared  for 
me  a  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens.  May  he  who  keeps  it  for  me,  and  me 
for  it,  never  leave  me  nor  forfake  me,  till  I  be 
with  him,  where  he  is,  and  be  like  him,  and 
enjoy  him  for  ever  and  ever  ?  Yet  a  very,  very 
little  while— hold  on  faith  and  patience,  and  I 
fhall  fee  J  cms  in  his  glory,  which  is  the  heaven 
of  heavens. 

O  thou  mo'ciful  and  faithful  high  prieft,  Jefus 
(Thrift,  I  blefs  thee  for  thy  kind  promifes  to  the 
aged.  ■  Thou  haft  fuitcd  them  in  great  mercy  to 
their  infirmities,  and  thou  art  always  with 
them  to  help  in  time  of  need.  I  begin  to  feel 
the  fad  effects  of  fin  in  my  body,  weakening  it, 
and  tending  to  bring  it  down  to  its  appointed 
end.  To  thee  I  look,  almighty  Jefus,  for  thy 
promhvd  grace.  O  grant  me  conftant  fupplies 
of  thy  Spirit,  that  I  may  profit  by  my  infirmities, 
may  exercife  and  improve  my  faith  in  thee,  that 
they  may  keep  me  humble,  and  I  may  pray 
rn^re  in  faith,  and  keep  me  thankful,  that  I  may 

be 
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be  more  in  praifc.  Thine  arm  is  not  fliortened, 
nor  can  thy  companions  tail.  Stand  by  mc  thens 
and  hold  mc  up  according  to  thy  word.  Make 
me  ftrong  in  thy  ftrength,  that  I  may  daily  put 
more  honour  upon  thy  love  and  thy  ppwer.  In 
the  decline  of  life,  let  me  not  doubt  of  thy  faith- 
fulncfs  to  fupport,  and  when  thou  feeft  it  be  ft  to 
comfort  me.  Vouchfafe  me  the  confolations  of 
God,  when  my  heart  and  my  flefh  fail  mc,  then 
be  thou  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion 
for  ever.  When  I  am  wcakeft  in  myfelf,  then 
make  mc  ftrongeft  in  the  Lord  ;  and  if  it  be  thy 
holy  will,  that  I  lhould  become  quite  helplefs,  an 
infant  again,  make  me  to  lie  quiet  in  thy  hand, 
without  murmuring  or  repining,  but  believing 
that  thou  art  all  my  falvation,  and  enjoying  in 
thee  all  my  defire.  Grant  me  this,  Lord  Jcfus  j 
for  thy  mercies  fake,  let  me  die  in  faith.  Amen 
and  Amen. 


chap. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

The  believer's  triumph  over  death. 

IV^AN  confifts  of  two  parts,  a  body  and  a 
foul.  The  bodily  life  is  dependent  on  the  light 
and  air  of  this  world,  and  on  the  circulation, 
which  they  maintain  and  carry  on.  When  this 
connexion  is  broken,  the  body  expires,  it  lofes 
all  fenfe  and  motion,  and  is  dead.  So  the  life 
of  the  foul  is  dependent  on  the  light  and  air  of 
the  fpiritual  world.  Jehovah  in  Trinity  is  the 
creator,  the  only  fountain  of  being,  and  there 
can  be  nothing  independent  of  him :  Chrift  is 
the  light,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  breath  or 
air  of  all  fpiritual  life,  and  when  this  connexion 
is  broken,  although  the  foul  may  exift,  yet  its 
happinefs  in  God  is  broken,  and  at  an  end. 
Sin,  that  great  murderer  fin,  brought  death  upon 
body  and  foul  :  "  For  as  by  one  man  fin  entered 
into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin,  fo  death  pafled 
upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned  :"  And 
we  read,  The  foul  that  finneth  it  fhall  die,  fin 
feparating  it  from  its  union,  and  thereby- cutting 
it  off  from  its  communion  with  the  Father  of 
fpirits.  In  the  moment  that  Adam  finned  the 
fpiritual  death  took  place  :  For  he  had  loft  the 
fpirit  of  life,  and  was  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins: 

Aud 
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And  that  fame  moment  his  body  became  mortal, 
although  he  lived  nine  hundred  years  after. 
Thus  we  have  fin',  and  death,  and  mifery,  en- 
tailed upon  all  his  defcendants,  from  the  firft 
Adam,  who  is  of  the  earth,  earthy.  O  how 
precious  to  a  finner  in  thefe  circumftances  mould 
be  the  fecond  Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven, 
who  ftands  at  the  head  of  thy  fpiritual  world, 
that  he  may  give  his  righteoufnefs,  and  his  life, 
and  his  happinefs,  to  all  that  believe  in  him  ! 
He  comes  Jehovah  of  hofts  in  our  nature,  as 
our  champion  to  fight  our  battles,  and  to  con- 
quer all  our  foes.  Immanuel  was  made  fin  for 
us,  and  he  died  for  our  fins  according  to  the 
fcriptures,  when  the  Lord  laid  upon  him  the 
iniquity  of  us  all,  and  was  buried  and  rofe  again 
the  third  day  according  to  the  fcriptures.  We 
read  therein  of  his  noble  challenge  to  death  and 
the  grave :  "  I  will  ranfom  my  people  from  the 
power  of  the  grave,  I  will  redeem  them  from 
death— O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues— O  grave, 
I  will  be  thy  deftru&ion,  repentance  fhall  be 
hid  from  mine  eyes."  It  was  the  Captain  of  our 
falvation,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name,  who 
purpofed  this  in  the  everlafting  councils,  and  in 
due  time  fulfilled  it  by  his  almighty  power. 
"  Becaufe  the  children  were  partakers  of  flefh 
and  blood,  he  alfo  himfelf  likewife  took  part  of 
the  fame,  that  through  death  he  might  deftroy 
him  who  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the 
3  devil, 
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devil,  and  might  deliver  them,  who  through 
fear  of  death  were  all  their  life-time  fubject  to 
bondage."  O  what  infinite  condefeenfion  is 
this,  what  love,  furpafling  all  knowledge!  The 
moft  high  God  is  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  that  as  God 
in  our  nature,  he  might  be  our  furcty  to  act  and 
fuffer  for  us  men,  and  for  our  falvation.  Ac- 
cordingly lie  takes  our  fins  upon  himfelf,  bears 
the  guilt  and  punifhment  of  them  in  his  own 
body  and  foul  upon  the  tree,  gives  his  own  life 
a  ranfom  for  ours,  that  by  his  death  we  might 
live,  lie  was  buried,  but  he  rofe  again  the 
third  dav,  having  loofed  the  bonds  of  death,  be- 
caufe  it  was  not  poffiblc  that  he  fhould  be  holden 
of  it.  In  this  conflict  with  death  and  the  grave, 
repentance  was  hid  from  his  eyes.  He  knew 
what  he  was  to  go  through,  more  than  any  of 
us  can  conceive  of  pain  and  agony,  yet  he  would 
not  change  his  purpofe  of  grace,  although  he 
was  to  become  obedient  unto  death,  the  moft 
tormenting,  the  moft  fhameful,  even  the  death 
of  the  crofs.  His  enemies  having  brought  hiin  to 
the  grave,  and  the  fcaled  fepulchrc,  feemcd  then 
to  have  him  in  their  power.  So  they  thought  : 
But  here  Jefus  made  his  complete  and  eternal 
t nutnph.  By  his  refurrection  he  f\\  allowed  up 
death  in  victorv  :  For  he  did  not  rife  as  a  pri- 
vate perfon,  but  as  the  fnft  fruits  of  the  dead, 
drawing  the  jo\ ful  harveft  after  him.  The  Lord 
is  rifen  indeed,  the  head  of  the  body,  the  church, 
4  and 
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and  lias  the  power  of  an  endlcfs  life  to  quicken 
.-ill  his  members.  In  which  moft  glorious  prof- 
peel:,  the  apoftle,  quoting  the  paflage  above 
mentioned,  breaks  out  into  thefe  raptures  of 
joy,  feeing  all  his  enemies  vanquished,  and  no- 
thing but  blifs  and  glory  before  him — "  O  death, 
where  is  thy  Ming,  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory? 
The  fting  of  death  is  fin,  and  the  ftrcngth  of  fin 
is  the  law."  The  law  armed  death  with  its 
fting,  as  the  j utl  wages  of  the  tranfgreflion  of  the 
law:  But  Jefus  our  furety  magnified  the  law  by 
his  holy  life  in  all  its  precepts,  and  by  his  death 
in  all  its  penalties.  lie  died  for  our  fins,  and  by 
his  riling  from  the  dead,  he  demonftrated  that  he- 
had  taken  out  its  fting,  and  had  difarmed  it  of 
its  power  to  hurt :  Nay  had  done  much  more 
—He  had  changed  death  into  life.  "  J  am  the 
refurrection  and  the  life,  faith  the  Lord;  he  that 
believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  fhall 
he  live  ;  and  whofoever  Hveth  and  believeth  in 
me,  lhall  never  die."  By  faith  in  him  we  fhare 
in  the  triumph  and  glory  of  his  refurrection,  and 
have  a  new  fong  put  into  our  mouths,  with 
which  we  may  make  the  fweeteft  melody  in  our 
hearts,  even  when  our  breath  is  failing  us : 
"  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory, 
through  Jcfus  Chrift  ounLord." 

Thefe  are  fcripture  views  of  the  almighty  Je- 
fus. Out  of  his  infinite  companion  he  undeitook 
to  fave  his  pcoido  from  fin  and  death,  the  work? 
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of  the  devil.  And  he  has  done  it.  It  is  finifh- 
ed.  He  has  put  away  fin  by  his  facrifice,  and  he 
completed  his  conqueft  of  death  by  his  refurrec- 
tion.  And  has  had  witnefTes  of  thefe  gofpel 
truths  in  all  ages,  whom  he  fent  to  preach  re- 
pentance, and  remifilon  of  fins,  in  his  name. 
When  it  is  the  good  pleafure  of  his  own  will  to 
accompany  the  mefiage  with  power  from  on 
high,  then  he  blefles  it  by  making  it  the  minif- 
tration  of  righteoufnefs  and  of  life  :  As  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  he  that 
heareth  my  word,  and  believeth  in  him  that  fent 
me,  hath  everlafting  life,  and  (hall  not  come  in- 
to condemnation,  but  is  pafied  from  death  unto 
life,"  already.  The  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus 
hath  freed  the  believer  from  the  law  of  fin  and  of 
death,  and  has  alfo  created  in  him  a  new  life  : 
He  has  given  him  a  new  birth  into  the  fpiritual 
world,  and  fpiritual  fenfes  to  fit  him  for  fpiritual 
enjoyments :  For  he  is  actually  pafied  from  death 
unto  life.  By  the  holy  fpirit  as  the  agent,  and 
by  faith  as  the  inftrument,  he  is  made  a  child  of 
God,  united  to  Chrift,  one  with  him,  interefted 
in  him,  and  fo  clofely  joined  to  him,  as  the  mem- 
bers are  to  the  head,  as  to  be  a  real  partaker  of 
all  that  he  did  upon  earth,  and  of  all.  that  he  is 
now  doing  for  his  redeemed  in  heaven.  He  has 
a  good  warrant,  for  he  is  not  only  permitted,  but 
alfo  commanded,  to  apply  to  himfelf  all  the  pri- 
vileges and  bleffings,  which  are  contained  in  this 

large 
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large  charter  of  grace.  "  Ye  are  complete  in 
Chrilt,  who  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and 
power :  In  whom  alfo  ye  are  circumcifed  with 
the  circumcifion  made  without  hands,  in  put- 
ting off  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  flefh  by  the 
circumcifion  of  Chrift,  buried  with  him  in  bap- 
tifm,  wherein  alfo  ye  are  rifen  with  him,  through 
the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  who  hath  raif- 
ed  him  from  the  dead  :  And  you  being  dead  in 
your  fins,  and  the  uncircumcifion  of  your  flefh, 
hath  he  quickened  together  with  him,  having 
forgiven  you  all  trefpaffes,  blotting  out  the  hand- 
writing of  ordinances,  that  was  againft  us, 
which  was  contrary  to  us  ;  and  he  took  it  out  of 
the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  crofs,  and  having  fpoil- 
ed  principalities  and  powers,  he  made  a  fhew  of 
them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  that  fame 
crofs."  In  this  view  of  the  almighty  conqueror 
of  all  our  enemies,  and  of  his  enabling  us  alfo 
by  faith  to  come  after  him,  conquering  and  to 
conquer,  what  thanks  and  praifes  fhould  be  given 
unto  him?  There  is  no  poflible  evil,  but  he  has 
removed  it  from  us— and  no  poflible  good,  but  he 
has  obtained  the  right,  and  gives  the  poffeflion. 
We  are  complete  in  him,  our  head— completely 
circumcifed  in  heart  by  his  circumcifion,  fo  as  to 
put  off  the  body  of  fin,  and  rifen  indeed  with  him 
by  the  faith  of  his  own  operation  :  Through 
which  we  have  the  firft  refurrection  from  the 
grave  of  fin,  and  fliall  have  the  refurrection  of 
Vol  II.  U  the 
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the  body  from  the  grave  of  death.  He  now 
gives  the  firft  as  a  fure  eameft  of  the  fecond. 
He  raifes  us  from  the  grave  of  fin,  and  quickens 
us  to  newnefs  of  life,  and  thereby  gives  us  a  live- 
ly hope,  that  we  fliall  one  day  be  with  him  and 
like  him.  In  this  hope  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord 
have  thus  cxpreffed  their  joys— We  will  rejoice 
in  thy  falvation,  and  in  the  name  of  our  God  we 
will  fet  up  our  banners,  in  defiance  of  all  our 
enemies— we  need  not  fear  fin,  nor  Satan,  nor 
death,  nor  hell.  Our  Redeemer  is  ftrong,  the 
Lord  of  holts  is  his  name.  He  for  us  men,  and 
for  our  falvation,  was  manifefted  to  deftroy  the 
works  of  the  devil.  And  he  has  deftroyed  them. 
He  died  for  our  fins,  and  rofe  again  for  ourjufti- 
fication.  His  victory  was  complete,  and  in  him 
we  conquer.  We  come  after  him  only  to  gather 
up  the  fpoils  of  his  triumph.  Through  faith  in 
him  the  fting  of  death  is  taken  out  of  the  con- 
fcience,  and  thereby  the  fear  of  it  out  of  the 
heart—A  believer  ought  to  fay,  and  when  he  is 
in  his  right  mind  he  fays  with  joy  and  gratitude 
— "  The  Lord  is  my  light,  and  my  falvation, 
what  then  fhall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the  ftrength 
of  my  life,  of  whom  then  (hall  I  be  afraid  ?  Yea, 
though  I  walk  through  the  valley  and  fhadow  of 
death,  I  will  fear  no  evil — I  need  not  fear  any, 
becaufc  thou  my  Lord  and  Saviour  haft  promifed 
to  be  with  me,  thy  rod  and  thy  ftafF,  they  fliall 
comfort  me."    What  an  infallible  antidote  has 

our 
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bur  Jefus  here  provided  againft  all  guilty  fears, 
and  againft  all  natural  fears  ?  Thefe  promifes  to 
his  dying  followers  cannot  fail.  He  who  made 
them  is  almighty  to  fulfil  them  ;  and  almighty  to 
enable  us  to  believe,  that  he  will  both  fupport  and 
comfort.  Jefus,  wonderful  in  his  perfon,  wonderful 
in  all  his  works  and  ways— He  has  changed  the 
very  nature  of  death.  He  has  turned  it  into  life. 
Whomever  believeth  in  him  fhall  never  die,  but  is 
palled  already  from  death  unto  life.  The  Holy 
Spirit  has  put  him  into  prefent  poffeffion  of  a 
life  laid  up  with  Chrift,  out  of  the  reach  of  death. 
So  that  when  his  body  expires,  it  falls  afleep  in 
the  Lord,  and  his  fpirit  enters  upon  an  eternal 
triumph  of  life  and  glory,  among  the  Spirits  of 
juft  men  made  perfect. 

O  what  a  deliverance  is  this  from  the  bondage 
of  fin,  and  the  terrors  of  the  grave.  It  is  the 
peculiar  bleffednefs  of  believers  in  Jefus  :  For 
the  natural  man  cannot  but  fear  death,  and  look 
upon  it  as  his  enemy.  He  has  no  profpedts,  but 
what  are  bounded  by  time.  His  whole  happi- 
nefs  is  in  the  prefent  world,  and  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  what  he  calls  the  bleffmgs  of  it.  He 
was  laying  fine  plans,  and  hoping  to  live  to  ex- 
ecute them— heaping  up  riches'— living  in  the 
unreftrained  liberty  of  fenfual  enjoyments— mur- 
dering his  time — mifpending  his  talents-^without 
any  concern  about  eternal  things — When,  lo,  an 
enemy  comes,  and  puts  an  end  to  all  his  fchemes. 

U  2  He 
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He  dies.  Perhaps  he  may  be  a  fecptic,  doubt- 
ing of  the  certainty  of  a  future  Irate:  He  may  wiflr 
there  was  none,  but  he  can  have  no  evidence : 
And  if  he  continue  to  with  it,  even  to  the  laft, 
O  what  a  fcene  will  open,  when  he  meets  a  juft 
and  an  angry  God!  He  may  be  a  materialift,  and 
pleafe  himfelf  with  fancying,  that  what  we  call 
his  foul,  will  vanifh  at  his  death  into  foft  air:  But 
the  God  of  truth  fays,  That  when  the  duft  fhall 
return  to  the  earth  as  it  was,  the  fpirit  fhall  return 
to  God  who  gave  it:  And  in  the  morning  of  the 
refurreftion  Chrift  will  reanimate  the  duft,  and 
body  and  foul  fhall  be  united  to  live  for  ever. 
He  may  be  one  of  the  carelefs,  quite  unpre- 
pared, but  when  the  meffenger  arrefts  him,  he 
muft  go  with  him,  and  that  in  a  moment.  Per- 
haps he  may  be  a  moralift,  trufting  to  his  own 
goodnefs;  he  may  fortify  himfelf  with  arguments 
taken  from  Seneca,  but  thefe  will  furnifli  him 
with  no  armour,  proof  againft  the  guilt  of  fin, 
or  the  fting  of  death.  He  may  feek  aids  from 
philofophy,  falfely  fo  called,  but  its  votaries 
profeffing  themfelves  to  be  wife,  in  the  hour  of 
death  found  that  they  were  fools.  Every  human 
help  has  failed,  when  mod  wanted.  "  But 
blefied  is  he,  .who  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his 
help,  and  whofe  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his  God : 
Who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  that  there- 
in is,  who  keepeth  his  promife  for  ever."  Here 
is  the  Chriftian's  never  failing  fupport.  God. 

evea 


TRIUMPH  OF  tAITH.  30I 

even  his  covenant  God  has  promifed  to  be  with 
him,  and  to  be  his  Saviour  in  death.'  God  Jefus, 
almighty  to  keep  his  promife  for  ever,  is  his  one 
hope,  living  and  dying  :  And  he  is  his  gain  both 
in  life  and  death.  If  he  has  won  Chrift,  he  has 
lived  to  a  blefled  time,  and  whenever  he  dies, 
Chrift  will  make  death  his  friend,  and  will  re- 
concile him  to  his  going  to  the  Lord,  which  is 
beft  of  all.  To  look  upon  death  as  an  enemy,  to 
fear  it,  as  if  it  could  take  from  us  any  thing 
worth  keeping,  or  as  if  it  did  not  put  us  into 
the  eternal  poflefhon  of  every  thing  worth  enjoy- 
ing, thefc  are  view$  of  the  refurre&ion  of  Jefus 
very  difhonorable  to  his  victories,  and  very  in- 
jurious to  our  intercft  in  him.  He  undertook  to 
conquer  death  for  us,  as  our  furcty.  He  has 
done  it.  He  has  fwallowed  up  death  in  victory. 
He  has  made  it  our  friend  and  our  benefactor : 
For  he  has  engaged  to  fupport  us  in  our  laft 
moments.  He  never  did,  he  never  can  fail  any 
who  put  their  truft  in  him.  Experience  has 
confirmed  his  faithfulnefs  in  all  ages.  His  fol- 
diers,  whom  he  made  valiant  in  fight,  a  goodly 
company  whom  no  one  can  number,  have 
triumphed  glorioufly— before  death— in  death — ■ 
and  after  death. 

Before  death  he  prepared  them  to  meet  it  in 
faith  :  For  the  great  defign  of  his  gofpel  is  to 
arm  them  againft  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  the  terrors 
of  death.    And  they  are  good  foldiers  of  Chrift 

Jefus 
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Jefus  who  put  on  this  armour — who  have  learnt 
their  exercife,  and  who  by  their  daily  battles 
keep  their  arms  fhining  and  bright.  Looking  to 
Jefus,  the  Captain  of  their  falvation,  for  orders, 
for  courage,  for  ftrength,  for  victory,  all  oppo^ 
fition  falls  before  them.  He  enables  them  to  fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  the  more  they  con- 
quer fin,  the  lefs  they  have  to  fear  from  death  : 
For  Chrift.  is  to  them  the  whole  armour  of  God, 
and  the  pieces  of  this  armour  are  the  graces  of 
his  Spirit.  For  with  thefe  the  apoftle  fays,  in 
Ephelians,'  chap.  vi.  that  Chrift  has  perfectly 
equipped  the  armies  of  the  Lord.  They  have 
the  truth  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift, 
the  peace  of  God  in  Chrift,  faith  in  Chrift,  the 
word  of  Chrift,  hope  in  Chrift,  and  prayer  to 
Chrift  for  frefh  fupplies  of  his  Spirit,  that  he 
would  enable  them  to  make  fuch  a  ufe  of  their 
armour,  that  they  might  get  the  victory  over  fin 
and  death,  and  he  might  get  all  the  praife.  In 
this  holy  war  He  is  every  thing  to  them,  and  they 
find  in  him,  and  receive  out  of  his  fulnefs,  whatever 
they  want  for  the  peace  of  their  confcience,  and 
for  the  happinefs  of  their  hearts.  Sin  is  pardoned. 
Death  is  conquered.  They  experience  the 
power  of  his  refurrection,  and  being  paffed  from 
death  unto  life,  they  have  believing  views  of 
their  own  diffolution.  We  read  of  their  deliver- 
ance from  the  fear  of  death,  and  we  have  exam- 
ples of  thofe  who  were  more  afraid  of  fin  than 

of 
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of  death,  yea,  who  chofe  to  go  into  a  burning 
fiery -furnace,  rather  than  offend  their  God:  Hear 
how  they  triumphed — "  Our  God  is  able  to  de- 
liver us,  but  if  he  does  not,  be  it  known  unto 
thee,  O  king,  that  we  will  not  ferve  thy  gods, 
nor  worfhip  the  golden  image  which  thou  haft 
fet  up."  Hear  the  witnefs  of  another  Chriftian 
hero,  how  he  was  enabled  to  look  upon  death 
— "  The  holy  Ghoft  witnefleth  in  every  city, 
faying,  that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide  me : 
But  none  of  thefe  things  move  me,  neither  count 
I  my  life  dear  to  myfelf,  fo  that  I  might  finifh 
my  courfe  with  joy,  and  the  miniftry  which  I 
have  received  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  teftify  the 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God."  This  was  a  great 
victory,  but  the  cafe  is  not  lingular :  In  the  fame 
faith  died  the  noble  army  of  martyrs,  of  whom 
we  read  --"  That  they  overcame  the  accufer  of 
the  brethren  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by 
the  word  of  their  teftimony,  and  they  loved  not 
their  lives  unto  the  death."  And  to  this  day, 
the  Holy  Spirit  witnefles  to  the  fame  truth,  and 
feals  it  upon  the  confeiences  of  believers  in  the 
hour  of  death.  I  call  one  evidence,  a  great 
Dignitary  in  our  Church,  a  man  of  great  learn- 
ing, and  never  fufpe&ed  of  enthufiafm,  being 
near  his  death  he  thus  expreffed  himfelf--"  I 
cannot  plead  innocency  of  life,  efpecially  of  my 
youth:  But  I  am  to  be  judged  by  a  merciful 
Cod,  who  is  not  willing  to  fee  what  J  have  done 

aip.ifs : 
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amifs  :  And  though  of  rnyfelf  I  have  nothing  to 
prefent  to  him, 'but  fins  and  mifery:  yet  I  know 
he  looks  not  upon  me  now- as  I  am  of  myfelf, 
but  as  I  am  in  my  Saviour,  and  hath  given  me, 
even  at  this  time,  fome  teftimonies  by  his  Holy 
Spirit,  that  I  am  of  the  number  of  his  elecl: :  I 
am  therefore  full  of  joy,  and  fhall  die  in  peace." 

Thus  the  precious  Jefus  was  in  the  profpecr. 
of  death  more  defirable  than  life  itfelf.  So  he 
was  to  them  in  dying.  All  thefe  died  in  faith. 
They  were  his  witneffes,  that  he  kept  every 
thing  hurtful  from  them,,  and  brought  them  in 
triumph  to  the  end  of  their  lives.  That  great 
company  round  his  throne,  who  are  crowned  con- 
querors, teftify  for  him  that  he  did  not  leave 
them,  nor  forfake  them  one  moment.  He  kept 
his  word  with  them.  He  fmoothed  their  bed  in 
their  ficknefs.  He  was  tender  over  them,  and 
wiped  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  When 
fainting  he  gave  them  ftrong  confolation,  when 
he  called  them  to  meet  death  in  all  its  terrors,  to 
fuffer  in  flames  of  fire,  to  be  torn  to  pieces  by 
wild  beafts,  to  be  tormented  in  every  way  that 
malice  could  invent,  or  the  power  of  tyrants 
could  inflict — He  was  with  them — their  Saviour 
and  their  God—the  tender  care  of  his  heart,  and 
the  mighty  power  of  his  arm,  were  never  more 
felt  than  when  moft  wanted.  He  kept  his  peace 
ruling  in  their  confeiences  always  and  by  all 
means,  and  gave  them  to  feel,  that  bodily  pain 

could 
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could  not  leffen  his  love  to  them,  nor  abate  or 
flop  their  love  to  him.  I  might  bring  a  cloud  of 
witneffes  to  prove  the  companion  of  Jefus  to  his 
redeemed  in  their  dying  hours  ;  but  let  thefe  two 
fuffice :  Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin  was  upon  his 
death-bed,  when  his  friend  Mr.  Collins  came  to 
vifit  him,  and  to  pray  with  him,  to  whom  he  faid, 
"  He  rejoiced  that  he  was  dying,  and  going  to  have 
a  full  and  uninterrupted  communion  with  God." 

"  I  am  going,  faid  he,  to  the  three  perfons, 
with  whom  I  have  had  communion  :  They  have 
taken  me,  I  did  not  take  them.  I  fliall  be 
changed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  :  All  my  lufts 
and  corruptions  I  fhall  be  rid  of,  which  I  could 
not  be  here." 

After  mentioning  thefe  great  examples  of  faith, 
Hebrews,  Chap.  xi.  he  faid,  "  All  thefe  died  in 
faith  :  I  could  not  have  imagined  I  fhould  ever 
have  fuch  a  meafure  of  faith  as  I  have  in  this 
hour.  My  'bow  abides  in  ftrcnglh.  Is  Chrift 
divided  ?  No.  I  have  the  whole  of  his  righte- 
oufnefs.  I  am  found  in  him,  not  in  my  own 
rightcoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  in  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God,  which  is  by  faith 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  loved  me  and  gave  himfelf 
for  me  :  Chrift  cannot  love  me  better  than  he 
does,  and  I  think  I  cannot  love  Chrift  better 
than  I  do :  I  am  fwallowed  up  in  God." 

The  hiftorian  remarks,  That  with  this  affu- 
rance  of  faith  and  fulnefs  of  joy  his  foul  left  this 
c  world, 
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world,  and  went  to  fee  and  to  enjoy  the  reality 
of  that  bieffed  ftate  of  glory,  of  which,  in  a  dif- 
courfe  on  that  fubjecr,  he  had  given  a  very  lively 
defcription. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  call  another  witnefs  to 
this  bieffed  truth,  a  believer  who  juft  before  his 
death  addreffed  himfelf  to  his  friends  in  thefe 
words--"  My  brethren,  is  not  this  very  amazing 
to  you.  When  I  contemplate  the  holinefs  of 
God,  I  cannot  but  cry  out,  that  I  myfelf  am 
vile,  mcft  vile  :  and  then  when  I  confider  the 
juftiee  of  God,  could  any  one  imagine,  but  that 
I  mould  be  (truck  with  mod:  dreadful  apprehen- 
fions  of  approaching  judgment  and  deferved 
wrath  ?  Inftcad  of  that,  I  am  under  no  fear  of 
the  latter,  and  much  defire  the  former.  I  long 
to  appear  before  this  holy  juft  God  :  I  have  a 
righteoufnefs  to  plead  that  is  perfect.  The  holy 
Jefus  is  my  fecurity;  and  I  cannot  be  difappoint- 
ed:  In  Chrift  the  juftice  of  God  is  as  much  my 
fecurity  as  his  mercy  :  Here  is  a  holincf-:  that 
tranfeends  that  all  of  the  angelic  hofr.  There  is 
no  charging  my  Redeemer  with  poffible  folly  : 
O,  I  know  [  am  pardoned  for  the  fake  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  my  only  Lord  and  mediator  >.  I  am  fure 
of  it  :  I  am  fully,  freely  pardoned  :  I  fhall  foon 
be  thoroughly  fan&ified  and  fitted  for  glory :  O, 
I  want  words  to  exprefs  my  gratitude,  to  tell  my 
joy  :  Adored  be  God,  my  Lord,  my  Saviour : 
This  is  the  work  of  God  alone  :  O  unfathomable 
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love,  infinite  eondefcenfion,  unmerited,  unbound- 
ed grace  to  a  vile  offender  ;  I  deferve  hell :  I  en- 
joy heaven." 

O  thou  that  rcadeft  this  honourable  mention  of 
the  love  of  Jefus  to  his  dying  followers,  may  it 
be  given  thee  to  find  him  near  to  thee  in  that 
time  of  need  !  If  thy  faith  be  in  him,  doubt  not. 
Take  courage,  and  live  up  to  thy  privileges. 
Regard  his  promife.  Obfervc  his  faithfulnefs  to 
it.  Depend  upon  his  arm.  Truft  in  him,  and 
be  not  afraid.  Since  he  lias  overcome  death,  why 
fliouldeft  thou  fear  that  it  will  overcome  thee  ? 
Is  not  his  victory  thine  ?  Whatever  thou  feeleft 
in  thvfelf ;  if  nature  fhrink,  and  thou  hall  many 
uneafy  thoughts  about  thy  diffolution  :  remem- 
ber that  all  thy  falvation  is  in,  and  from  him,  and 
he  has  made  thee  a  free  gift  of  falvation,  and  of 
all  the  things  which  accompany  falvation— He 
undertook  it  all—  He  has  rimmed  it  all — He  has 
put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf— He  has 
conquered  death.  It  is  now  a  vanquilhed  foe. 
In  his  hand  it  is  the  royal  way  to  the  kingdom, 
the  only  way.  Truft  him,  he  will  not  fuffer  it  to 
hurt  thee.  Truft  him,  and  thou  wilt  find  there  is 
nothing  in  it,  that  ought  to  frighten  thee.  Breath 
may  be  failing  thee,  but  Jefus  will  not  fail  thee. 
He  has  pronounced  them  bleffed,  he  will  infal- 
libly make  them  bleffed,  who  die  in  the  Lord. 
Only  believe,  and  thou  wilt  experience,  that  he 
has  dying  confolations  for  his  dying  friends. 

4  They 
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They  live  in  death.    He  makes  them  blefted  id 
dying:  yea,  fometimes  to  encourage  the  faith  of 
others,  and  to  recommend  his  own  grace,  he  has 
vouchfafed  to  give  them,  at  the  time  of  their 
death,  a  foretafte  of  the  glory  which  was  juft 
going  to  be  revealed.    In  this  faith  they  leave 
the  world,  carting  all  their  care  for  time  and  for 
eternity,  for  body  and  foul,  upon  him  who  careth 
for  them.    Jefus,  into  thy  hand  I  commend  my 
fpint,  for  thou  haft  redeemed  me.  O  Lord,  thou 
God  of  truth.    I  believe  in  the  refurreetion  of 
the  body :  Thou  haft  promifcd  it,  and  I  hope  it 
fhall  be  done  unto  me  according  to  thy  word 
Chrift  is  the  firft  fruits,  and  afterward  they  that 
are  Chrift's  at  his  coming,  when  he  will  brin- 
the  joyful  harveft  with  him  i  therefore  into  his 
faithful  hands  I  commit-  my  body.    I  take  my 
leave  of  it  in  faith.    It  is  not  poflible,  that  the 
grave  fhould  hold  me  in  any  more  than  it  could 
him.    And  I  not  only  hope  to  be  raifed  from  the 
grave,  but  - 1  ftiall  be  brought  out  of  it  in  tri- 
■umph,  on  that  day  of  wonders,  when  Jefus  Chrift 
the  great  God  and  our  Saviour,  fhall  fchangc  this' 
my  vile  body,  and  mall  make  it  like  unto  his 
own  moft  glorious  body.    O  what  a  change  !  O 
what  a  miracle  I  This  very  body,  which  is  now 
finfu!  duft,  fhall  be  like  the  Son  of  God,  who  is 
the  ftandard  of  all  perfection-even  this  body  of 
mine  mall  be  conformed  to  his  moft  glorious 
body  •  although  it  be  now  an  houfe,  fo  in/efted 
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with  the  leprofy  of.  fin,  that  it  mud  be  taken 
down,  yet  out  of  its  ruins .  will  the  Lord  raife  it 
a  monument  to  his  eternal  "praife,  even  an  habi* 
tation  of  God  by  his  Spirit.  Come  then,  thou 
blefled  of  the  Lord,  O  welcome,  welcome  death 
— Thou  art  the  fmiiing  meffenger  from  my  Jefus, 
bringing  with  thee  glad  tidings  of  great  joy — of 
a  falvation  fecured  from  all  poffible  evil,  and'the 
enjoyment  of  all  poffible  good.  In  fure  and  cer- 
tain hope  of  this  complete  and  eternal  falvation, 
I  refign  my  body  into  thy  hands,  thou  Lord  of 
life,  and  giver  of  glory — I  entrufl  it  with  thee  to 
be  kept  againft  that  day,  when  all  that  fleep  in 
Jefus  will  God  bring  with  him.  For  this  prof- 
peel,  for  believing  views  of  it,  for  the  earnefr, 
and  for  fome  little  foretafte  of  it,  to  the  eternal 
Three  be  eternal  praife.  Amen. 

Such  are  the  hopes  of  a  real  chriftian,  which 
he  is  warranted,  which  he  is  commanded  to  en- 
tertain in  the  hour  of  death,  which  God  in  his 
infinite  grace  actually  favours  his  people  with,  to 
the  ftrengthening  of  their  faith,  and  to  the  lilenc- 
ing  of  unbelievers.  Never  did  he  difplay  his 
faithfulnefs  more  fignally  than  in  our  times. 
Many  inftances  might  be  given,  but  I  fele£t  one, 
who  thus  expreffed  himfelf  to  his  friends  fur- 
rounding  his  death  bed. 

"  My  foul  is  abundantly  comforted  and  re- 
frefhed  :  My  body  is  dying,  but  my  mind  is  ftill 
vigorous  and  alive  :  I  feel  the  cold  hand  of 

death 


310  TRIUMPH  OF  FAITH. 

death  is  actually  upon  me  ;  and  you  may  feel  it 
too,  if  you  touch  my  feet  and  legs,  they  are  once 
more  clay.  Bleffed  be  God,  death  is  no  king  of 
terrors  to  me.  He  is  a  welcome  meffenger,  be- 
caufe  fent  by  my  heavenly  Father.  Here  I  am, 
O  Lord,  waiting  thy  pleafure  ;  ready  to  obey  the 
fummons  :  Thy  will,  O  Lord,  be  done.  BlefTed 
be  God,  that  the  attack  is  made  below:  My 
head  is  as  yet  very  clear  and  untouched,  and  till 
my  heart  feels  the  damp,  I  hope  to  be  engaged 
in  work  fuitable  to  a  death  bed  :  It  is  not  to  me 
a  bed  of  languishing,  or  wafting :  This  poor  re- 
mainder of  a  body  is  hardly  capable  of  any 
greater  decay,  till  it  moulders  in  the  grave  ;  and 
there  let  it  moulder.  Who  would  not  part  with 
it  as  it  is  ?  It  is  now  my  burden,  my  bar  to  happi- 
nefs,  an  hindrance  to  a  lively  fpiritual  commu- 
nion with  God.  But,  O  my  friends,  it  is  united 
to  Chrift,  and  fhall  therefore  one  day  become  a 
glorious  body.  This  corruption  (hall  put  on  in- 
corruption,  and  fhall  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord." 
Thanks  be  to  God  for  fuch  a  witnefs — may  my 
latter  end  be  like  his. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 

The  characler  of  the  perfons,  who  have  mojbreafon  to 
triumph  in  Chrijl. 

Tl-IEY  arc  fuchas  know  moft  of  themfelves, 
and  have  feen  the  deepen  into  the  myftery  of 
iniquity.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  convinced  them 
of  fin — of  original  fin,  the  fountain  from  which 
all  the  ftreams  flow  of  aftual  fin  in  thought, 
word,  and  deed.  In  this  conviction  he  has  put 
life  and  power  :  It  is  far  more  than  a  moral 
perfuafion— he  makes  it  practical  and  abiding  : 
For  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  quickens 
the  dead  finner,  and  making  him  free  from  the 
law  of  fin,  and  of  death,  gives  him  the  faith  of 
God's  cleft  :  And  by  the  daily  ufe  and  exercife 
of  that  faith  makes  him  more  fenfible  of  his 
obligations  to  Jefus.  In  every  aft  of  faith  he 
leads  the  believer  out  of  felf  to  the  Saviour — 
humbles  him  that  he  may  exalt  Chrift — empties 
him  of  felf,  that  he  may  fill  him  with  the  good 
things  of  Chrift — cafls  down,  and  keeps  down 
every  high  thing  that  exalteth  it  felf  againft  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  brings  into  captivity 
every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.  In 
his  hand,  and  by  his  bleffmg.  this  work  profpers. 
The  loftinefs  of  man  is  humbled,  and  the  haughti- 
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nefs  of  man  is  bowed  down,  and  Jehovah  alone  is 
exalted  in  that  day — according  to  the  oracle  of 
truth — "  He  fhall  glorify  me"— which  is  the  office 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  terrify  of  Chrift,  and  to  glorify 
Chrift,  by  taking  of  the  things  of  Chrift,  and  by 
putting  the  believer  into  the  pofleflion  of  them. 

In  this  fchool  of  humility  every  view  that  can 
be  taken  of  felf  is  abafing :  And  as  the  leflbn 
becomes  more  and  better  experienced,  fin  more 
difcovered  in  its  exceeding  wickednefs,  and  more 
felt  in  its  exceeding  great  danger,  the  believer  is 
enabled  to  rejoice  more  in  Chrift  Jefus,  as  he  has 
lefs  confidence  in  the  flefh.  And  when  he  attains 
to  the  higheft  of  his  triumph,  which  he  can  have 
in  Chrift  in  this  world,  he  is  then  the  loweft  in 
his  own  eyes — 

When  he  looks  back  and  furveys  what  he  was 
by  nature  and  practice — 

When  he  confiders,  what  he  is  now,  although 
he  be  renewed  by  grace — 

And  when  he  looks  forward  to  what  he 
hopes  to  be  at  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift- 

Every  thing  in  the  fcripture  doctrine,  and 
every  thing  in  fcripture  experience  leads  him  to 
conclude — Behold,  I  am  vile,  I  abhor  myfelf,  and 
repent  in  duft  and  afties :  So  that  whenever  he 
is  tempted  to  glory,  he  has  nothing  left  him  to 
glory  in,  but  the  Lord  :  Self  always  abafed,  that 
Chrift  alone  may  be  exalted. 

When 
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When  lie  looks  back  to  what  he  was  by  nature, 
and  practice  ;  the  more  he  knows,  he  will  be  the 
more  deeply  humbled,  for  what  he  was  when 
under  the  law,  and  under  fin,  and  for  what  he  ftill 
feels  of  a  body  of  fin  and  of  death.  He  was  the 
creature  of  God's  power,  made  out  of  nothing— i 
diftinguifhed  by  his  being  in  the  image  of  God, 
and  by  being  capable  of  communion  with  him 
in  all  the  graces  and  bleffings  of  his  love.  He 
was  under  the  beft  law  that  could  be  given  him 
for  promoting  God's  glory  and  his  own  happinefs. 
He  was  bound  to  perfect  and  continual  obedi- 
ence to  it,  and  was  left  to  his  own  .  will,  and 
power,  that  he  fihould  not  offend  in  any  one  point: 
But  upon  his  tranfgreffion  he  became  liable  to 
fuller  the  threatened  pains  and  penalties  of  the 
broken  law.  Every  right  view  of -himfelf  in  this 
ftate  ought  to  humble  and  to  abafe  the  firmer,  and 
it  efFe&ually  does,  when  the  conviction  is  from 
God.  He  then  finds  that  his  nature  was  earthly, 
fenfual,  and  having  not  the  Spirit,  it  was  alienated 
from  the  life  of  God.  All  his  thoughts  and 
actions  were  not  only  irregular,  but  alfo  con- 
trary to  the  holy  law.  His  very  imagination  was 
evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually.  His  under- 
ftanding  was  not  only  ignorant  of  fpiritual  things, 
but  was  darknefs  itfelf.  His  will  was  a  rebel. 
His  affe£tions  apoftate,  ever  at  enmity  with 
God.  Mifery  and  deftruftion  were  in  his  ways  : 
of  the  way  of  peace  he  had  no  knowledge,  nei- 
ther was  there  any  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes  : 
Vol.  II.  X  For 
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For  although  death  and  hell  were  threatened, and 
were  ready  to  give  him  the  juft  wages  of  his 
iniquity,  yet  he  was  quite  carelefs  and  fecure. 
Like  the  atheifts  of  old,  when  warned  of  their 
approaching  deftruclion  by  the  prophet — "  Let 
us  eat  and  drink,  fay  they,  for  to-morrow  we 
die." 

This  true  knowledge  of  the  exceeding  evil  of 
fin,  and  the  right  humiliation  for  it,  come  by 
believing,  and  are  the  genuine  fruits  and  effects 
of  it.  Legal  conviction  has  guilt  and  bondage 
in  it,  and  worketh  forrow  unto  death.  But  the 
conviction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  reveals  the  remedy 
along  with  the  difeafe,  and  produces  fuch  a 
repentance  as  is  not  to  be  repented  of— a  turning 
from  fin  to  Chrift — teaching  us  practically  and 
daily,  what  we  are  in  ourfelves,  and  how  much 
we  want  fuch  an  almighty  Saviour,  to  teach  us 
how  to  truft  in  him  as  ouf  great  high  prielt,  and 
to  live  happy  and  holy  under  his  government, 
which  is  perfect,  freedom.  Every  aft  of  this 
faith  is  humbling.  The  believer  is  made  to  feel 
his  need  of  that  in  himfelf,  which  he  is  com- 
manded to  trull  in  Chrift  for.  And  the  more  he 
is  enabled  to  depend  upon  Chrift,  he  will  cer- 
tainly have  the  lefs  in  himfelf.  And  when  his 
whole  dependence  is  as  it  ought  to  be,  fixed 
upon  Chrift,  he  will  come  to  the  apoftle's  expe* 
rience,  even  fo  to  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  as  to 
put  no  confidence  in  the  flefli.  Herein  confifts 
the  triumph  of  the  Chriftian.  In  every  ftep  of  his 

walk 
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walk  and  warfare  he  is  led  from  felf  to  Chrift— 
kept  humbled  in  his  own  eyes  that  he  may  exalt 
the  Saviour— emptied  of  felf  that  he  may  live 
upon  the  fulnefs  of  Jefus,  and  may  thereby  be 
taught  to  reft  his  heart  in  him  at  all  times,  and 
for  all  things. 

With  refpect  to  fin,  which  is  his  daily  burden, 
under  which  he  is  always  forrowing,  yet  in  Chrift 
he  can  always  rejoice.  The  more  he  knows  of 
the  exceeding  wickednefs  of  fin,  the  more  pre- 
cious is  Jefus,  and  the  more  he  does  value  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  cleanfeth 
from  all  fin.  In  his  confcience  purged  from 
guilt,  he  can  triumph  with  exceeding  great  joy, 
that  there  is  now  no  condemnation  to  them  who 
are  in  Chrift  Jefus :  For  where  fin  abounded, 
grace  does  much  more  abound  :  That  as  fin  hath 
reigned  unto  death,  even  fo  might  grace  reign 
through  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life  by  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord.  His  grateful  acknowledgments 
are  fuch  as  thefe — 

I  was  even  as  others  once — by  nature  a  child 
of  wrath,  and  an  heir  of  mifery — I  was  going 
on  in  the  broad  way  of  deftruction — carelefs  and 
fecure — and  I  am  quite  aftonifhed  to  fee  the 
danger  that  I  was  in— I  tremble  to  behold  the 
precipice  which  I  was  ready  to  fall  over,  when 
Jefus  opened  mine  eyes,  and  by  the  light  of  hh 
word  and  Spirit,  (hewed  me  my  guilt  and  my 
danger,  and  put  it  into  my  heart  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come.  O  what  a  moil  merciful  efcape  ! 

X  2  I  cannot 
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I  cannot  think  of  it  without  adoring  the  com- 
panionate Saviour,  who  remembered  me  in  my 
low  cftate :  For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
And  hath  redeemed  me  from  the  hand  of  all 
mine  enemies  :  For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever  : 
Not  unto  me,  not  unto  me  in  the  lean,  but  to 
the  fuperabounding  grace  of  my  God  be  all  the 
glory.  That  the  Father  would  make  me  an 
object,  of  his  choice  and  love.  That  Jefus; 
Immanuel  would  humble  himfelf  to  be  manifefl; 
in  the  flefli,  and  be  obedient  unto  death,  for  me 
and  for  my  falvation.  That  the  Holy  Ghoft 
would  give  me  a  new  birth  into  the  fpiritual 
world,  and  would  quicken  me  into  union  with 
Jefus,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  Father's  love 
in  him — adored  for  ever  and  ever  be  the  holy, 
bleffed,  and  glorious  Trinity.  That  fuch  a  filthy 
fmner  fhould  be  cleanfed  from  all  fin — that  fuch 
an  ungodly  creature  fhould  be  freely  juftified  by 
grace— that  fuch  a  miferable  finner  fhould  be 
blcfled  with  all  fpiritual  bleflings — that  fuch 
a  weak  creature  fhould  be  ftrengthened  mightily 
by  the  Spirit  in  the  inner  man,  and  when  weak- 
eft  in  myfelf,  then  to  be  ftrongeft  in  the  Lord — 
O  what  riches !  What  unfearchable  riches  of 
grace  are  thefe  !  Abide  with  me,  O  thou  Spirit 
of  the  Father  and  ' the  Son,  and  keep  me  con- 
ftantly  dependent  on  the  freih  fupplies  of  thy 
divine  influence.  By  thy  daily  teaching  keep 
open  to  me  the  depth  and  myitery  of  iniquity, 
the  exceeding  wickednefs  of  fin — of  my  fin,  that 
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by  thy  holy  infpiration  I  may  live  more  by  faith, 
and  nothing  may  be  fuffered  to  hinder  my  grow- 
ing fellowfhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
until  I  am  admitted  to  full  and  eternal  fellowfhip. 
Amen. 

Thus  reflecting  with  felf-abhorrence  upon 
what  he  was  by  nature,  when'he  was  under  the 
law,  and  under  fin,  which  is  the  tranfgreffion  of 
the  law,  alive  to  fin,  but  dead  to  God — He  is  led 
to  confider, 

What  he  is  now,  although  he  be  renewed  by 
grace,  a  believer  and  a  man  in  Chrift  :  How  he 
feels  himfelf,  after  much  and  found  experience  of 
his  title  tofalvation,  and  of  his  enjoyment  of  the 
things  which  accompany  fal  vat  ion—Every  day  and 
in  every  thing  he  has  frcfli  matter  for  the  deepeft 
humiliation.  He  finds,  that  he  is  ftill  a  man  in 
Adam—ftill  he  carries  about  him  a  finful  nature, 
an  old  man  as  well  as  a  new,  a  body  of  fin  with 
all  its  members,  he  has  fpirit,  but  he  has  alfo  flefh, 
and  that  which  is  born  of  the  flefh  is  flefh, 
nothing  but  corruption,  as  that  which  is  born  of 
the  Spirit  is  Spirit.  The  old  man  has  flefh  ftill, 
with  all  its  appetites  and  lufts  :  The  new  man  is 
by  the  Spirit  of  life,  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  alive 
to  God.  In  the  fame  perfon  fin  dwelleth,  as  we 
read,  "  When  we  were  in  the  flefh,  the  motions 
of  fin,  which  were  by  the  law,  did  work  in  our 
members  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.  And 
the  new  man  liveth,  who  after  God  is  created  in 

righteoufnefs 
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righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs."  The  apoftle  in 
Romans,  chap.  vii.  not  only  confefles  that  he 
had  nature  and  grace  in  him  at  the  fame  time, 
but  alfo  defcribes  it  at  full  length.  Indwelling 
fin  was  his  continual  grief,  and  his  heavy  burden  : 
An  apoftle  in  Chrift,  and  yet  he  felt  the  plague 
of  his  own  heart :  And  it  was  his  daily  crofs, 
which  he  was  forced  to  bear — and  his  conftant 
enemy,  againft  which  he  was  always  at  war— no 
peace,  no  truce  could  be  made.  The  flefh  was 
ever  lufting  againft  the  fpirit,  and  the  fpirit 
againft  the  flefh,  and  thefe  two  with  fuch  un- 
ceafing  oppofition  night  and  day,  that  he  could 
not  do  the  things  that  he  would,  either  fo  con- 
tinually or  fo  perfectly.  He  defcribes  this  battle 
as  it  was  carried  on  in  his  own  experience,  the 
two  combatants  ftriving  in  him  for  maftery.  He 
was  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  as  well 
inftructed  and  armed  as  ever  any  believer  was 
for  this  warfare,  having  on  the  whole  armor  of 
God,  and  yet  wearied  with  this  daily  conflict, 
he  is  forced  to  cry  out,  "  O  wretched  man  that 
I  am,  who  fliall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  r"  He  had  no  deliverance  in  or  from  him- 
felf,  it  was  againft  himfelf  that  he  fought,  and  of 
himfelf  he  was  led  to  defpair.  But  looking  to 
Jefus  he  takes  courage,  afluring  himfelf  of  a 
complete  viftory,  and  of  an  everlafting  triumph 
in  the  Captain  of  his  falvation — I  thank  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.    So  then,  (this  is 

the 
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the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter)  fo  then 
with  the  mind  I  myfelf  ferve  the  law  of  God, 
but  with  the  flefli  the  law  of  fin. 

This  is  ftill  the  experience  of  every  true  be- 
liever, at  all  times,  and  upon  all  occafions :  He 
has  a  practical  comment  upon  the  feventh  chap- 
ter of  the  Romans  in  his  own  bofom :  He  has 
heartfelt  experience  of  the  warfare  between  the 
flefli  and  the  fpirit :  He  finds  it  hard  fighting  5 
harder,  becaufe  it  is  continual—it  will  never 
ceafe  fo  long  as  flefli  is  flefli,  that  is,  fo  long  as 
the  believer  lives  in  the  body  and  in  the  prefent 
world.  Indwelling  fin  never  refts — it  is  like  the 
troubled  fea,  always  carting  up  its  filthy  motions, 
and  then  the  moft  troublefome  when  he  would 
be  the  freeft  from  them.  O  what  humbling 
leflbns  does  he  learn  in  all  his  approaches  to 
God:  He  knows  his  privileges,  and  he  wiflies  to 
live  up  to  them,  but  he  cannot.  When  he  would 
draw  near  to  God  in  the  prayer  of  faith,  the 
fpirit  is  willing,  but  the  flefli  is  weak.  On  his 
bended  knees  defiring  to  confefs  his  fins,  and  to 
humble  himfelf  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God, 
imploring  pardon  through  the  redemption  that 
is  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  expecting  it 
freely,  as  the  moft  fovereign  mercy  that  a  poor 
finner  can  receive — Alas,  alas  !  even  then  fliame 
and  confufion  cover  his  face.  He  defires  to  keep 
his  thoughts  from  wandering,  he  would  have  his 
whole  heart  engaged  in  the  duty,  but  he  cannot. 

3  His 
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His  imagination  is  not  to  be  reftrained.  W  hen 
he-would  be  uniting  all  his  affections  in  fervent 
and  effect  ual  prayer — vain,  fooliffi  thoughts  force 
themfelves  upon  him — he  drives  them  away  as 
Abraham  did  the  birds  which  came  down  upon 
the  facrifice,  but  they  will  return.  He  mourns, 
as  well  he  may,  for  thefe  diffractions  of  his  mind, 
and  is  deeply  convinced,  that  a  moft  holy  God 
might  juftly  condemn  him  for  his  very  beft  devo- 
tions. He  is  therefore  led  to  put  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  Mediator,  that  he  may  perfume 
them  with  much  of  his  incenfe  for  their  accept- 
ance, and  through  his  intercelhon,  and  through 
that  only,  he  may  obtain  an  anfvver  of  grace. 

Neither  can  he  truft  in  his  praifes  any  more 
than  in  his  prayers.  Let  him  praife  ever  fo  much, 
and  ever  fo  well,  yet  he  can  make  no  fuitable 
acknowledgments  for  the  bleffing  of  creation. 
Once  he  was  nothing  :  for  his  being  at  all — for 
fuch  a  being,  rather  than  any  other — for  being 
made  a  man,  and  at  fir  ft  highly  favoured  with 
the  image  and  friendihip  of  God— who  can  ex- 
prefs  the  noble  acts  of  the  Lord,  or  fhew  forth 
all  his  praife  for  the  miracle  of  creation  ?  But 
who  can  conceive,  how  great,  how  endlefs 
are  the  bleflings  of  the  new  creation  ?  For  they 
are  all  gifts  of  God's  grace — diftinguiffiing  and 
fovereign— given  to  finners  as  finners — to  the 
chief  of  finners— continued  to  the  unworthy— 
increafed  to  the  unthankful— how  great  in  their 

nature 
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nature--- how  invaluable  the  fum  of  them  :  The 
believer  deeply  impreffed  with  thefe  fentiments 
acknowledges  that  he  is  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all 
God's  mercies,  yea,  he  is  fenfible  that  he  de- 
ferves  the  heavieft  of  the  divine  vengeance:  So 
that  his  prayer,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  Jinner, 
lays  the  foundation  of  his  very  bell  praifes.  He 
who  has  mod:  forgiven  will  love  moth  He  who 
feels  what  he  really  is  among  the  chief  of  linners, 
will  be  among  the  chief  of  thofe  worfhippers 
who  afcribe  all  their  falvation  to  God  and  the 
Lamb.  The  humbleft  amongft  them  will  feel 
that  they  have  moft  reafon  to  be  thankful.  But 
ftill  their  praifes  are  no  payment.  They  mud 
receive  frelh  grace  to  praife  with,  and  more 
grace  to  praife  better.  The  debt  increafes  by 
the  addition  of  frefli  gifts  of  grace,  and  leaves 
the  believer  nothing  to  glory  in  but  the  Lord — 
to  be  faved — to  feel  it — to  enjoy  it  by  faith — to 
be  made,  and  to  be  kept  thankful,  giving  all 
the  glory  where  it  is  due  ;  thefe  are  among  the 
mercies  which  endure  for  ever. 

In  this  fchool  of  felf-abafement  he  is  taught  to 
be  humbled  for  his  mort  attainments  in  the 
fcriptures,  read,  or  preached,  or  meditated  on. 
How  feldom  does  he  attend  the  word,  as  that 
congregation  did—"  Behold  we  are  all  hereprefent 
before  God  to  hear  all  things  that  are  command- 
ed thee  of  God."  This  preparation  of  heart 
was  from  the  Lord.    He  difpofed  Cornelius  and 
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his  family  to  receive  the  word  aright,  and  his 
blefling  came  upon  them  in  hearing  it:  For 
while  Peter  was  fpeaking,  the  Holy  Ghoft  fell  on 
all  them  that  heard  the  word.  And  it  would  be 
fo  ftill,  if  there  was  the  fame  dependence  on  his 
grace,  and  the  prayer  of  faith  for  his  teaching 
along  with  the  word.  How  little  is  this  depend- 
ed upon  under  hearing,  although  the  profit  be 
entirely  from  him:  How  feldom  is  the  mixing 
faith  with  it  received  and  acknowledged,  there- 
fore the  memory  keeps  little  imprellion  of  the 
word,  and  in  heart  it  is  not  fruitful  as  it  ought 
10  be.  On  all  thefe  accounts  the  believer 
mourns  and  is  humbled  before  God.  He  feels 
it  to  be  true,  "  I  know  that  in  me,  that  is  in 
my  flefh,  dwelleth  no  good  thing:  For  to  will  is 
prefent  with  me,  but  how  to  perform  that  which 
is  good,  I  find  not."  He  is  fenfible  of  thefe 
failings  and  diffractions,  even  when  he  labours 
to  be  molt  free  from  them.  He  is  going  to  the 
Lord's  table  to  be  fed  and  feafted,  hoping  that 
he  is  one  with  Chrift,  and  Chrift  is  one  with 
him.  He  would  gladly  partake  of  the  fruits 
and  bleffings  of  this  union  by  communion  with 
Chrift,  by  receiving  the  bread  of  life,  and  the 
cup  of  falvation,  according  to  Chrift's  holy  infti- 
tution.  He  comes  in  faith  to  eat  the  flefh  of 
Chrift,  and  to  drink  his  blood,  in  grateful  re- 
membrance of  him— according  as  he  hath  been 
taught—The  body  and  blood  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
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Chrift  which  was  given  for  me,  preferve  my  body 
and  foul  unto  eternal  life— I  take  and  I  eat  this 
bread,  and  I  take  and  I  drink  this  cup  in  remem- 
brance that  Chrift  died  for  me,  and  I  defire  to  feed 
on  him  in  my  heart  by  faith  with  thankfgiving. 
In  this  fervice  he  would  have  his  whole  foul  en- 
gaged, that  nothing  might  interrupt  his  com- 
munion with  his  Beloved.  But  vain  thoughts, 
which  lodge  within  him,  will  break  out.  They 
intrude,  although  moft  unwelcome  guefts,  into 
this  banquet  of  love :  So  that  he  is  conftrained 
to  cry  out,  Lord  Jefus,  pardon  the  failings  of 
my  holy  things ;  I  come  to  the  throne  of  thy 
grace,  that  I  may  obtain  mercy,  and  may  find 
more  grace  to  help  me  in  every  time  of  need. 

When  he  is  led  to  confider  what  is  the  caufe 
of  all  thefe  failings— O  what  an  abiding  leflbn  of 
humility  has  he  to  learn !  He  fees  that  they  all 
fpring  from  the  bitter  root  of  unbelief,  and  are 
the  fruits  of  remaining  corruption  ;  which  can 
only  be  kept  down,  and  conquered,  as  the 
ftrength  of  Chrift  apprehended  by  faith  prevails 
over  them.  Self,  pride,  legality,  nurfe  them  : 
They  have  their  being,  their  activity,  their 
power,  from  thofe  flefhly  lulls  which  war  againfh 
the  foul,  and  render  the  whole  life  of  the  be- 
liever one  continued  aft  of  felf-denial.  He  has 
ftill  a  body  of  fin,  with  all  its  members,  mixing 
with  every  duty,  fo  that  he  cannot  ground  his 
faith  and  hope  upon  the  bell  of  them.  The 
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•work  of  Jefus  upon  earth,  the  interceffion  of 
Jefus  in  heaven,  are  the  foul  ground  of  his  con- 
fidence towards  God.  His  motive  is  good — he 
aims  at  pleafing  God  in  all  things,  he  would  do 
his  will,  and  fuffer  his  will,  as  it  is  his  boundcn 
duty  with  faith  and  patience.  His  end  is  good 
— he  would  gladly  keep  the  glory  of  God  in  his 
eye,  and  direct  all  he  does  to  it,  as  his  elder  bre- 
thren do  in  heaven.  But  he  cannot.  When 
the  fpirit  is  willing,  the  flefh  is  weak.  Yet  he 
is  not  fo  difcouraged  as  to  give  over  and  ceafe 
his  approaches  to  God,  becaufe  of  his  infirmities. 
Having  obtained  help  of  God  he  fights  on  the 
good  fight  of  faith.  He  does  not  leave  off  praying 
becaufe  he  is  not  fo  fpiritual  as  he  defires  to  be  : 
But  he  is  rather  more  earned  and  fervent.  The 
Spirit  helping  his  infirmities,  keeps  him  in  a 
humble  dependence  upon  Jefus  waiting  on  him 
for  a  due  fenfe  of  his  wants,  for  the  acceptance 
of  his -prayers  for  a  fupply  of  them,  for  pardon- 
ing the  failings  of  them,  for  more  faith  in  them, 
and  for  enabling  him  to  continue  inftant  in 
prayer,  according  to  the  divine  command,  that 
men  ought  always  to  pray  and  not  to  faint, 
which  fuppofes  them  to  be  kept  in  a  praying 
frame,  and  to  ufe  the  means  which  Saint  Jude 
recommends  for  the  obtaining  of  thefe  bleffmgs, 
"  But  ye  beloved,  building  up  yourfelves  on 
your  moft  holy  faith,  praying  in  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
keep  yourfelves  in  the  love  of  God,  looking  for 
5  the 
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the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  unto  eternal 
life." 

As  he  is  not  weary  of  his  prayers  becaufe 
they  are  not  fo  fpiritual  as  he  could  wifli :  So 
neither  is  he  weary  of  his  praifes,  although  they 
fall  far  thort  of  what  fuch  a  Saviour  deferves, 
and  of  what  he  would  acknowledge  with  all 
poflible  gratitude  :  Becaufe  he  falls  fliort,  he 
aims  higher.  He  feels  himfelf  under  infinite 
obligations  to  the  Father  for  his  love,  to  the 
Son  for  his  falvation,  and  by  the  fupply  of  the 
Spirit's  grace  he  is  made  fenfible,  that  he  is  not 
only  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  divine  mercies,  but  if 
he  had  hisjuft  deferts,  he  fhould  have  judgment 
without  mercy.  This  lays  the  foundation  for  his 
higheft  praifes.  The  faithful  witnefs  for  Jefus 
makes  the  believer  willing  to  be  beholden  to 
him  for  every  mercy  ;  yea,  to  glory  in  being  a 
penfioner  upon  his  fulnefs :  From  which  he  re- 
ceives grace  for  grace,  that  in  all  things  he  may 
be  giving  of  thanks :  According  to  the  Lord's 
favor  to  his  people,  informing  them  to  take 
with  them  words,  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  and 
fay  unto  him,  "  Take  away  all  iniquity,  and 
receive  us  gracioufly,  fo  will  we  render  the 
calves  of  our  lips,"  which  is  the  facrifice  of  the 
New  Teftament  worihippers,  who  through  Jefus 
the  mediator  offer  the  facrifice  of  praife  conti- 
nually; that  is,  the  fruit  of  their  lip?,  giving 
thanks  to  his  name,  wifliing,  praying  to  do  it 
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with  Come  of  the  praifes  of  heaven,  as  one  faid, 
"  I  will  hope  continually,  and  I  will  yet  praife 
thee  more  and  more." 

As  thefe  prayers  and  praifes  are  grounded  up- 
on faith  in  the  divine  promifes,  this  makes  the 
believer  a  diligent  reader  of  the  fcriptures.  He 
does  not  neglect,  his  bible,  becaufe  he  has  not 
yet  attained  the  perfect  knowledge  of  every  part 
of  it.  For  that  very  reafon  he  ftudies  it  more: 
he  prays  more  over  it,  grows  more  thankful  for 
the  divine  power,  which  ftill  accompanies  it, 
and  ftudies  and  prays  that  he  may  experience 
more  of  this  power :  It  has  been  the  means  of 
making  him  wife  unto  falvation  through  faith 
which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  He  6nds  it  alfo  to  be 
the  food  of  this  faith — it  nouriflies  him,  and  he 
grows  thereby.  He  hears,  reads,  meditates,  and 
keeps  on  praying  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  write  the 
fcriptures  upon  his  heart,  and  to  make  his  life 
a  fare  copy  of  them.  And  what  he  thus  learns, 
preferves  him  in  a  fettled  dependence  upon  the 
faithfulnefs  of  God  to  his  word  and  promife. 
And  he  is  not  difappointed  :  He  finds  all  the 
fcripture  which  was  given  by  the  infpiration  of 
God  is  ftill  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
for  correction,  for  inftruction  in  righteoufnefs, 
that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly 
furnilhed  unto  all  good  works.  This  blefling  he 
has  in  his  bible.  The  more  he  can  mix  faith 
with  it,  the  more  precious  it  becomes.  His 
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bible  is  his  library.  The  ftudy  therein  makes 
him  wife  for  eternity  :  which  is  the  fuperlative 
excellency  of  bible  knowledge,  of  which  Jefus 
thus  fpeaks,  "  Bleffed  is  the  man  that  heareth 
me,  watching  daily  at  my  gates,  waiting  at  the 
poftsof  my  doors  :  For  whofo  findeth  me  findeth 
Jife,  and  lhall  obtain  favor  of  the  Lord." 

Thus  in  the  ufe  of  means  he  is  kept  humble 
and  dependent,  exercifing  the  true  gofpel  po- 
verty of  fpirit  in  felf-abafement,  and  fo  far  from 
being  flopped  that  he  rather  glories  and  triumphs 
in  his  infirmities.  The  oppofition  wrhich  they 
give  helps  him  forward,  they  are  always  driving 
him  out  of  felf  to  Chrift,  teaching  him  the  ne- 
cefliry  of  the  fupplies  of  the  Spirit,  making  him 
more  diligent,  and  keeping  him  more  humble  in 
the  ufe  of  the  means :  And  thus  he  learns  to 
live  more  by  faith  upon  Chrift,  and  to  feek  more 
clofe  communion  with  him,  and  his  fulnefs,  efpe- 
cially  at  his  table.  He  does  not  abfcnt  himfelf 
from  it,  becaufe  he  has  not  the  fellowfhip  there, 
fo  clofe,  intimate,  and  abiding,  as  he  could  wifli, 
or  becaufe  the  laft  time  he  was  there  he  was  not 
fo  lively  as  he  ufed  to  be,  or  becaufe  he  was  un- 
worthy, and  full  of  complaints.  He  has  tailed 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious  :  And  this  tafte  has  in* 
creafed  his  hunger  and  thirft,  the  food  which  he 
wants,  he  does  not  carry  with  him,  but  he  goes 
to  receive  it.  When  he  hears  his  Lord's  com- 
mand— Take,  eat  this  bread— drink  this  cup— 
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Do  ye  this  in  remembrance  of  me — He  obeys 
believing  the  promife :  This  is  my  body  given 
for  you  :  This  is  my  blood  flied  for  you.  The 
more  faith  in  the  promife,  there  will  be  the  more 
appetite,  and  the  more  nourifhment  received 
from  the  fpiritual  food  ;  for  then  the  Holy  Spirit 
puts  his  influence  into  the  elements,  and  the 
communicant  eats  the  flefh  of  Chriil  indeed, 
and  drinks  his  blood  indeed,  having  by  faith 
communion  with  him  in  the  bread  and  wine. 
At  this  table  the  believer  is  fed,  nourilhed,  and 
feafted  with  the  bread  that  cometh  down  from 
heaven,  even  angels'  food  :  for  he  that  eateth  of 
this  bread  fhall  live  for  ever  :  According  to  the 
Lord's  own  promife,  "  Whofo  eateth  my  flefh, 
and  drinketh  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life,  and  I 
will  raifehim  up  at  the  laft  day."  The  believer 
has  this  in  his  eye,  both  in  what  the  banquet  is 
now,  and  in  what  it  is  the  pledge  and  earneft  of, 
when  it  fhall  be  realized.  Faith  gives  a  fub- 
ftance  to  the  things  promifed  and  hoped  for.  It 
has  the  earneft  and  the  pledge  of  them  :  As  cer- 
tainly as  we  have  the  one,  fo  certainly  fhall  we 
have  the  other.  A  faithful  God  gives  us  this  fe- 
curity — Whofo  is  one  by  faith  with  Jefus  fhall 
fit  down  at  the  marriage  fupper  of  the  Lamb  : 
Whofo  eateth  and  drinketh  at  his  table  here  in 
faith,  fhall  infallibly  eat  and  drink  with  him  at 
his  table  in  his  kingdom  of  glory.  The  fure  and 
certain  hope  of  this  makes  our  prefent  feaft  at 
■    •  the 
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the  Lord's  fupper  an  happy  foretafte  of  that 
eternal  banquet,  when  he  will  vouchfafe  to  ad- 
mit us  to  the  honors  of  his  table,  and  of  his 
kingdom.  O  bleffed,  mod  bleffed  time  !  The 
profpect  is  animating,  it  brightens  the  darkeft 
day  of  affliction,  refrefhes  the  fpirits  under  the 
heavier!  trials,  and  is  a  rich  cordial  under  the 
deepeft  feeling  of  indwelling  fin.  Where  Chrift  is, 
all  is  bleffed.  Union  with  him  is  heaven  begun, 
and  this  the  believer  is  called  to  enjoy ;  even  to 
enjoy  communion  with  him  in  all  he  is  and  has. 
Chrift  is  one  with  him.  Chrift  will  not  leave  him 
nor  forfake  him  :  nothing  is  able  to  feparate  the 
members  from  the  Head.  He  who  has  begun 
the  good  work  has  given  the  fulleft  fecurity  that 
he  will  not  leave  it  unfinifhed.  He  will  carry  it 
on  unto  the  end  :  For  he  is  faithful  who  hath 
promifed.  And  the  apoftle  applies  the  words 
fpoken  to  Jofhua,  and  fays  that  they  were  fpoken 
alfo  to  us,  that  we  might  truft  and  not  be  afraid : 
f  This  book  of  the  law  lhall  not  depart  out  of 
thy  mouth,  but  thou  (halt  meditate  therein  day 
and  night,  that  thou  mayeft  obferve  to  do  ac- 
cording to  all  that  is  written  therein.  For  then 
thou  (halt  make  thy  way  profperous,  and  then 
thou  (halt  have  good  fuccefs.  Have  not  I  com- 
manded thee  ?  Be  ftrong  and  of  a  good  courage: 
Be  not  afraid,  neither  be  thou  difmayed  :  For  the 
Lord  thy  God  is  with  thee,  whitherfocver  thou 
goeft."  And  he  went  out  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and 
Vol.  II.  Y  in 


33°  TRIUMPH   OF  FAITH. 

in  the  power  of  his  might.  He  fought  the  Lord's 
battles,  and  profpered  until  the  whole  land  was* 
fubdued  before  him.  There  failed  not  aught  of 
any  good  thing,  which  the  Lord  had  fpoken  to 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael.  All  came  to  pafs.  Even  fo 
(hall  it  be  to  the  whole  Ifrael  of  God.  Every  good 
foldier  of  Chrift  Jefus  (hall  be  kept  fafe  by  his 
almighty  power,  and  under  his  banner  fhall  fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  until  he  obtains  the  pro- 
mifed  inheritance,  which  is  incorruptible  and 
undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  referved  in 
heaven  for  them.  He  has  taken  poflefllon  of  it 
m  their  name,  as  their  furety,  and  not  one  of 
them  can  perifli :  For  he  keeps  the  inheritance 
for  them,  and  them  for  it :  yea,  the  day  is  haften- 
ing  on,  when  he  will  prefent  all  his  redeemed 
unto  the  Father.  "  Of  thofe  whom  thou  haft 
given  me  have  I  loft  none;  Behold  I,  and  the 
children  whom  thou  haft  given  me." 

On  all  thefe  accounts  it  is  evident,  that  a  be- 
liever every  day,  and  in  every  thing,  finds  matter 
for  the  deepeft  humiliation.  He  has  ftillabody 
of  fin,  remaining  corruptions,  daily  infirmities, 
and  fhort  comings.  All  that  he  has  of  his  own 
abafes  him  in  his  own  eyes  :  fo  that  his  triumph 
is  never  in  himfelf.  His  falvation  with  all  its 
graces  and  bleffmgs  depends  entirely  upon  what 
he  is  in  Chrift.  On  this  foundation  he  may  reft 
fafely  always,  notwithftanding  he  has  nothing 
of  his  own  to  glory  in.    Moll  of  his  miftakes  and 
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miferios  come  from  his  feeking  to  be  independ- 
ent of  Chrift— hoping  to  find  that  in  himfelf,  or 
in  the  world,  which  is  only  in  Chrift.    Self  love 
is  unwilling  to  be  beholden  to  Chrift  for  every 
good  thing:  It  is  always  trying  to  put  fome  con- 
fidence in  the  flefli :  But  the  believer  is  com- 
manded, and  is  taught  to  deny  felf-'-to  put  it 
upon  the  crofs — and  to  crucify  it  daily  with  its 
affections  and  lufts.    As  Chrift  is  exalted,  felf 
goes  down.    As  Chrift  is  beloved,  felf  is  not 
only  denied,  but  is  alfo  abhorred.    The  prophet 
Ezekiel  in-  the  thirty-fixth  chapter  defcribes  the 
very  height  of  the  experience  of  a  great  believer, 
who  is  bleft  with  the  abundant  graces  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  :  The  refult  of  which  is,  "  Then 
fhallye  remember  your  own  evil  ways,  and  your 
doing  that  were  not  good,  and  ye  fhall  loathe 
yourfelves  in  your  own  fight  for  your  iniquities, 
and  for  your  abominations :  Not  for  your  fakes 
do  I  this,  faith  the  Lord  God,  be  it  known  unto 
you  ;  be  afhamed  and  confounded  for  your  own 
ways,  O  houfe  oflfrael."    Such  is  the  "genuine 
working  of  true  grace — It  lays  the  finner  low  at 
the  Saviour's  feet,  abafed  and  humbled  to  the 
duft— Behold,  I  am  vile — I  abhor  my  felf,  and  I 
Repent  in  duft  and  aihes.    The  fenfe  of  God's 
diltinguifhing  and  fovereign  mercy  brings  all 
high  thoughts  of  felf  into  fubjettion  to  Chrift 
Jefus,  and  teaches  the  believer  to  walk  humbly 
with  his  God,  afcribing  all  his  falvation  to  the 
Y  2  praife 
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praife  of  the  glory  of  the  exceeding  riches  of 
God's  grace  in  his  kindnefs  towards  us  through 
Chrift  Jefus:  That  according  as  it  is  written, 
"  He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord." 

Thus  it  is  evident,  that  when  the  believer  looks 
back  upon  what  he  was  by  nature,  or  confiders 
what  he  is  now  by  grace,  he  has  nothing  of  his 
own  to  boaft  of,  yet  even  in  this  continual  war- 
fare between  the  flefh  and  the  fpirit,  in  Chrift 
Jefus  he  may  rejoice  even  to  a  triumph,  a  jubilee 
of  joy.  But  the  grand  triumph  is  yet  to  come. 
The  beft  glorying  in  the  Lord  here  is  only  a  pre- 
lude to  it.  Now  we  have  the  efpoufals  with 
our  heavenly  bridegroom,  but  then  the  marriage 
will  be  confummated.  Now  we  are  kept  wait- 
ing in  hope  for  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  but 
that  will  be  our  coronation  day.  What  a  day  will 
it  be!  Whatwonders  and  miracles!  Thepromifes, 
exceeding  great  and  exceeding  precious,  will  then 
have  their  full  and  everlafting  accomplimment  by 
a  faithful  God,  when  he  mail  come  to  be  glori- 
fied in  his  faints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them 
who  have  believed.  When  they  mail  fee  him 
face  to  face — mall  be  with  him  where  he  is— 
mail  be  like  him,  and  made  capableof  enjoying 
the  honours,  and  riches,  and  pleafures  of  his 
kingdom,  in  their  fulnefs  of  bleffednefs  for  ever- 
more. 
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CHAP.  XL 

The  eternal  triumph. 

THIS  is  the  great  leffon  which  the  believer  is 
learning,  till  he  comes  to  the  end  of  his  faith — 
what  is  promifed  him,  and  what  he  hopes  to  be 
at  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  This 
is  the  centre,  to  which  all  his  experience  tends  : 
And  while  he  keeps  it  in  view,  it  fo  enlivens 
and  animates  his  profpect,  that  come  what  may, 
he  goes  on  his  way  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God.  "  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the 
things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that 
love  him.  But  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us 
by  his  Spirit."  And  by  his  holy  infpiration  he 
opens  the  eyes  of  the  underftanding,  both  to  un- 
derstand what  is  revealed,  and  alfo  to  know  the 
things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God  :  For 
great  as  they  are,  endlefs  as  they  are,  the  natu- 
ral man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  neither  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they 
are  fpiritually  difcerned  :  But  he  that  is  fpiritual 
has  fpiritual  fenfes  given  him  to  exercife  upon 
fpiritual  things — he  is  made  certain  of  their  rea- 
lity—his faith  gives  a  fubftance  to  the  things 
hoped  for,  and  evidence  to  the  things  not  feen— 
an  hope  that  never  maketh  afhamed— an  evidence 

very 
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very  clear  and  fatisfying — fometimes  he  can  tri- 
umph in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God,  when  the 
Holy  Spirit  fheds  abroad  in  his  heart  the  Father's 
love,  and  bellows  great  joy  and  peace  in  believ- 
ing. But  he  who  is  thus  taught  of  God  knows 
only  in  part.  An  apoftle  knew  no  more.  The 
beft  of  our  prefent  enjoyment  is  only  a  foretafte 
of  the  heavenly  banquet.  But  even  this  little  is 
of  fuel)  a  nature,  and  has  fuch  efficacy,  that  when 
it  is  truly  believed,  it  influences  the  whole  man, 
while  he  looks  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen, 
but  at  the  things  which  are  not  feen  :  For  the 
things  which  are  feen  are  temporal,  but  the 
things  which  are  not  feen  are  eternal.  They  are 
not  feen  by  the  eye  of  the  body,  but  are  vifiblc 
by  the  eye  of  faith ;  fo  we  read,  "  Come,  tafte 
and  fee,  how  gracious  the  Lord  is."  By  this  eye 
of  faith  Mofes  faw  him  that  is  invifible  :  And 
this  fight  fo  affected  him,  and  had  fuch  an  influ- 
ence upon  his  heart  and  life,  that  he  lived  above 
the  world  with  all  its  temptations.  This  is  the 
victory  that  overcame  the  world,  even  his  faith. 
The  fame  fight  ftill  works  the  fame  effect— pro- 
ducing a  real  value  for  fpiritual  and  eternal 
things,  and  forming  the  heart  to  love  and  to  prac- 
tife  the  apoftle's  rule — My  converfation  is  in 
heaven,  from  whence  alfo  I  look  for  the  Saviour 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  the  world  is  cm- 
cit'k'd  iuito  me,  and  T  unto  the  world. 

Iu 
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In  the  fcripture  view  of  our  victory  in  Chrift, 
there  are  two  great  points,  which  will  take  in  all 
that  is  revealed  of  our  eternal  triumph,  namely, 
The  complete  conqueft  of  all  our  enemies — and 
the  full  and  eternal  enjoyment  of  all  poffible 
good.  Thefe  two  truths  come  now  under  our 
confideration ;  and  if  we  can  meditate  upon  them 
under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  mix 
faith  with  his  revelation,  we  fhall  have  a  good 
warrant  to  begin  thofe  praifes,  which  will  never 
end,  and  to  fing  in  harmony  with  all  the  redeem- 
ed our  everlafting  jubilee. 

When  we  come  to  the  end  of  our  faith,  even 
the  eternal  falvation  of  our  fouls,  our  victory  is 
defcribed  to  be  a  perfect  deliverance  from  all 
evil— from  fin,  from  fuffering.  Sin  has  brought 
all  pain  into  the  world— miferies  upon  the  body 
— miferies  upon  the  foul — fpiritual  wickednefs — 
numerous  hods  of  foes — mighty  principalities  and 
powers — it  has  armed  thoufands,  yea  millions  of 
them  for  our  deftruction— made  us  our  own  ene- 
mies by  enflaving  us  to  divers  lufts  and  palfions, 
making  us  the  prey  to  earthly,  fenfual,  devililh 
tempers — and  as  if  there  was  not  fuffering  enough 
in  the  world,  filling  us  with  many  imaginary 
fears,  which  occafion  real  fuffering.  At  laft 
come  the  wages  of  fin — death  with  its  terrors — 
hell  with  its  torments.  O  what  a  deliverer  ! 
what  a  deliverance  !  Not  one  enemy  left.  They 
are  all  brought  under,  and  fubdued,  to  rife  no 
3  more. 
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more.  The  Captain  of  our  falvation  has  van- 
quifhed  them  for  us.  His  victory  is  the  earneii 
of  ours.  His  was  complete,  fo  is  ours.  Xo  fin, 
no  fuffering  can  come  near  the  habitation  of  h\< 
holinefs.  Indeed  he  fuffered  once  for  fin,  but  he 
put  it  away  by  that  facrifice  of  himfelf.  By  faith 
we  have  the  benefit  of  his  fuffering,  a  confidence 
purged  from  guilt,  no  condemnation  left,  no 
charge  from  any  enemy.  God  himfelf  juftifies. 
God  himfelf  fees  us,  accepts  us,  glorifies  us,  in 
and  with  his  Son :  For  in  that  day  he  will  pre- 
fent  us  to  his  Father  without  fpot  of  fin  unto 
eternal  falvation. 

Of  this  bleffed  and  complete  victory  over  all 
fin,  and  all  fuffering,  the  prophet  Ifaiah  had  a 
delightful  profpecL  fpeaking  of  it  in  thefe  words. 
"  And  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  fhall  return, 
and  fhall  come  to  Sion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting 
joy  upon  their  heads  ;  they  fhall  obtain  joy  and 
gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing  fhall  flee  away." 
O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  Jehovah,  for  he  is 
good,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever  :  Let  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord  fay  fo,  whom  he  hath  re- 
deemed from  the  hand  of  the  enemy  :  They  have 
as  much  to  thank  their  Redeemer  for,  as  any 
creature  poffibly  can  have  :  Hjs^anfomed  were 
under  fin,  helplefs,  miferable,  dying  finners : 
From  this  Uavery  he  bought  them  with  an  inefti- 
mable  price,  and  they  are  become  his  property, 
his  peculiar  people,  who  have  through  him  li- 
berty 
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berry  to  return  to  God,  and  to  ferve  him  with- 
out fear  on  earth,  and  to  blefs  him  for  giving 
them  freedom  to  come  to  Zion,  to  the  city  of 
the  living  God,  with  fongs  of  gratitude  and 
praife :  They  have  everlafiing  joy  upon  their 
heads — crowned  conquerors  :  They  have  the  joys 
of  heaven,  and  the  gladnefs  of  eternity  in  their 
hearts,  which  exclude  all  pain,  and  all  forrow — 
no  fear  can  enter  there— not  one  figh.  The  Lord 
himfelf  is  their  portion,  and  they  fhall  reign  with 
him  for  ever  and  ever. 

The  beloved  John  was  favoured  with  a  view 
of  the  fame  eternal  conquefl  which  the  ranfomed 
of  the  Lord  fhall  have  over  all  their  enemies,  and 
he  fpeaks  of  it  thus,  "  And  I  heard  a  great  voice 
out  of  heaven,  faying,  Behold  the  tabernacle  of 
God  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with  them, 
and  they  (hall  be  his  people,  and  God  himfelf 
fhall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God  :  And  God 
fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and 
there  fhall  be  no  more  curfe,  and  there  fhall  be 
no  more  death,  neither  forrow  nor  crying,  neither 
fhall  there  be  any  more  pain  :  For  the  former 
things  are  pafled  away  :  And  he  that  fat  upon 
the  throne  faid,  Behold  I  make  all  things  new." 
This  is  Jefus,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords,  who  reigneth,  the  Lord  God  omnipotent 
for  this  very  purpofe,  that  this  fcripture  may  be 
fulfilled  to  the  uttermoft,  and  to  eternity.  He 
was  the  word  made  flefh,  who  tat  ::nacled 

amongfl 
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amongft  us,  being  that  molt  holy  temple  which 
God  pitched  and  not  man  :  Out  of  whofe  ful- 
nefs  believers  receive  all  grace,  and  all  glory  : 
The  companions  of  Jefus  are  like  himfelf,  infinite 
and  endlefs.  He  loves  his  redeemed  too  well  to 
let  either  fin  or  forrow  come  near  them.  They 
might  have  been  holy  mourners  in  their  pilgri- 
mage, when  they  went  through  the  valley  of 
Baca,  but  now  he  has  wiped  away  their  tears, 
all  tears  from  their  eyes.  The  curfe  that  caufed 
them  he  has  removed.  That  death,  the  wages 
of  which  they  deferved,  he  has  changed  into  life. 
The  pillars  in  his  houfc,  which  are  to  get  out  no 
more,  are  thereby  delivered  from  forrow,  and 
crying,  and  from  every  pain  :  All  the  former 
things  are  paffed  away — fin  is  no  more — pain  is 
no  more.  Into  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  nothing  of 
the  old  man  is  fuffered  to  enter :  For  he  creates 
all  things  new.  The  Lord  from  heaven  makes 
all  his  people  like  himfelf,  conformed  to  his  own 
image  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.  A 
more  perfect  victory  cannot  be  imagined,  than  to 
have  enemies  fo  vanquifhed,  all  enemies,  that 
they  fhall  never  have  entrance  into  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  his  Chrifr.  When  believers  lhall 
come  to  the  end  of  their  faith,  they  fhall  not 
only  be  thus  faved  from  all  poffible  evil,  but  who 
can  conceive  what  their  actual  enjoyments  will 
then  be  ?  To  be  faved  from  all  fin,  from  all  the 
effects  of  fin  is  a  great  mercy,  yet  it  is  only  a 

part 
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part  of  our  falvation.  But  looking  at  the  world 
lying  in  wickednefs,  beholding  the  variety  of 
pains  and  miferies  in  it,  from  which  no  one  is 
exempt — no  ftate  of  life  free  from  them — the 
palace  as  full  of  them  as  the  cottage — kingdoms 
convulfed — infidelity  fpreading  its  poifonous  in- 
fluence, and  attempting  to  deftroy  all  good  order 
and  government — old  age  bringing  its  infirmities, 
and  death  haftening— it  is  certainly  a  great  deli- 
verance, that  none  of  thofe  evils  can  approach 
us  any  more.  Bleffed  be  God  the  Saviour  for 
this  great  mercy.  It  is  through  his  grace,  that 
his  kingdom  of  glory  will  be  kept  in  perfect 
peace,  no  evil,  no  fear  of  evil  (hall  for  one  mo- 
ment interrupt  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjects.  But 
what  is  this  compared  to  the  actual  enjoyment  of 
all  poffible  good  :  Who  is  able  to  declare  fully 
what  this  will  be  at  the  appearing  of  Jefus  the 
great  God  ?  We  muft  wait  for  the  full  manifesta- 
tion of  the  fons  of  God  :  But  yet  there  is  a  great 
deal  revealed,  which  belongs  to  us  and  to  our 
children  :  And  if  we  can  read  it  in  faith,  with 
prayer,  and  with  a  continual  dependence  upon 
the  teaching  and  application  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
he  will  give  us  to  form  our  hearts  and  lives  upon 
the  certainty  of  what  he  has  revealed  :  For  our 
converfation  will  then  be  in  heaven,  and  we 
fhall  have  both  the  knowledge,  and  alfo  the  ex- 
perience of  heavenly  things,  growing  according 
to  our  faith.  The  word  revelation  fignifies  taking 

off 
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off  the  veil  or  covering  from  any  thing,  that  it 
may  be  feen  clearly :  In  the  fcripture  fenfe  it  is 
removing  the  veil  from  heavenly  things,  which  is 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  creating  fpiritual 
fenfes  to  exercife  upon  thofe  heavenly  things  : 
Of  which  the  natural  man  can  have  no  juft  ideas; 
tor  he  cannot  underftand  nor  receive  the  things 
that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God  :  But  he  that 
is  taught  of  God  has  evidence  given  him  of  the 
reality  and  of  the  bleffednefs  of  thofe  things, 
which  are  revealed,  and  by  faith  enjoyed.  When 
fuch  an  one  reads  what  God  faid  to  Abraham, 
"  After  thefe  things  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
to  Abram  in  a  vifion,  faying,  Fear  not,  Abram, 
I  am  thy  ihield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward." 
He  reads  it  for  himfelf :  He  makes  the  promife 
his  own,  and  trufts  in  it  as  ftedfaftly  as  if  God 
had  fpoken  it  to  him  by  a  voice  from  heaven  : 
For  fo  is  he  warranted  to  apply  it  by  the  apoftle ; 
now  it  was  not  written  for  his  fake  alone,  but 
for  us  alfo :  No  fcripture  being  of  any  private 
interpretation.  The  gift  of  grace  to  Abraham 
was  nothing  fliort  of  an  infinite  good— for  it  was 
God  himfelf:  I  will.be  thy  God.  What  is  meant 
by  this  relation  has  been  largely  treated  of  in  the 
former  volumes.  It  is  only  needful  to  add,  that 
it  denotes  the  relation  in  which  the  Holy  Trinity 
Hand  to  believers,  and  the  covenant  engagements 
to  them.  God  is  theirs— He  is  their  Father,  the 
Son  is  their  Saviour,  the  Spirit  of  life  has  enabled 
t  them 
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them  to  receive  the  Son,  and  they  are  one  with 
him,  he  dwelling  in  their  hearts  by  faith,  and 
through  him  they  are  one  with  his  Father :  As 
the  Lord  faid  in  his  prayer—"  Neither  pray  I 
for  thefe  alone,  the  apoftles,  but  for  them  alfo 
who  fhall  believe  on  me  through  their  word,  that 
they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me, 
and  I  in  thee,  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us." 
This  prayer  was  for  all  the  chofen  of  the  Father, 
given  to  the  Son,  redeemed  by  him,  and  in  due 
time  quickened  by  the  Spirit,  and  brought  into 
the  fame  covenant  relation,  and  partakers  of  the 
fame  covenant  bleffings,  as  Abraham  was.  What 
was  promifed  to  him,  was  promifed  to  all  that 
walk  in  the  fteps  of  his  faith,  the  whole  family 
and  houfehold  of  faith — It  is  as  if  .God  had  faid, 
Fear  not,  believer,  I  myfelf,  Jehovah  in  Trinity, 
will  be  your  prefent  falvation  to  fhield  you  from 
all  fins  and  enemies,  and  I  myfelf  will  be  your 
exceeding  great  reward.  Who  can  tell  what 
the  believer  (hall  then  be,  when  this  promife  mall 
be  fulfilled  ?  When  he  fhall  be  brought  as  near 
to  the  God-head,  as  a  creature  can  poffibly  be, 
joined  to  the  Lord  Jefus  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  an 
habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit, and  through 
Jefus  unto  the  Father,  and  in  this  holy  and  bleffed 
communion,  finding  an  eternal  heaven  of  happi- 
nefs,  an  exceeding  great  reward.  When  it  is 
received  in  this  its  fulnefs  it  is  a  reward,  but  of 
grace,  a  gift  of  fovereign  mercy — great,  fome- 

thing 
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thing  worthy  of  the  great  God— like  himfelt — 
exceeding  great,  eternally  great,  O,  Holy  Ghoff, 
keep  the  hope  of  it  lively  :  O  make  it  every  day 
more  lively,  till,  through  thy  bleffing,  I  come  to 
know  it  as  it  is. 

The  Pfalmift,  fpeaking  of  this  happinefs,  fuits 
his  defcription  to  our  prefent  method  of  under- 
llanding  fpiritual  things,  as  they  are  imaged  to 
us  by  material.  The  plcafures  of  our  fenfes  arc 
made  ufc  of  to  give  us  ideas  of  that  happinefj 
which  is  to  be  found  in  God  :  For  it  is  all  in  him  ; 
He  is  heaven.  The  enjoyment  of  him  in  glory 
is  the  heaven  of  heavens.  "  As  for  mc,  I  will 
behold  thy  face  in  righteoufnefs,  I  fhall  be  fatis- 
fied  when  I  awake  with  thy  likenefs  :  For  thou 
wilt  fhew  me  the  path  of  life,  in  thy  prefence  is 
the  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  thy  right  hand  there  are 
pleafures  for  evermore."  All  this,  great  and 
endlefs  as  it  is,  belongs  to  them  who  have  God 
for  their  God  :  For  when  they  are  admitted  into 
his  prefence  they  fhall  be  made  like  him — O  mar- 
vellous change — capable  of  enjoying  him,  fo  as 
to  be  quite  fatisfied — finding  in  him  a  fulnefs  of 
joy — pleafures  divinely  great,  abundant,  a  river 
of  pleafures — yea  a  fountain  of  pleafures  fpring- 
ing  up  into  evcrlafting  life.  Every  fenfe  fhall 
be  gratified  to  the  uttermoft,  and  that  for  ever- 
more. Blefled  be  God  for  this  unfpeakable  gift : 
And  has  he  not  herein  vouchfafed  us  matter  of 
triumph  ?  May  not  the  believer,  ought  he  not, 

to 
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to  rejoice  with  exceeding  great  joy,  who  has 
this  profpecl  before  him  ?  Who  that  is  out  of  hea- 
ven can  have  more  reafon  than  he  has  ?  Survey 
it,  O  my  foul :  Take  a  narrow  review  of  it. 
Examine  over  and  over  again  the  Pfalmift's 
defcription  of  it,  and  fee  what  can  be  added 
to  make  it  abfolutely  perfect.  If  nothing  can, 
if  it  be  as  full  as  God  can  make  it,  may  my 
heart  grow  in  holy  defircs  after  the  glory  that  is 
to  be  revealed,  and  triumph  in  the  God  of  my 
falvation. 

Our  Lord  gives  us  the  fame  defcription  in 
thefe  words,  fpeaking  to  his  apoftles,  "  I  appoint 
unto  you  a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  appoint- 
ed unto  me— (in  the  fureft,  fulleft  manner  that 
it  can  be  conveyed) — that  ye  may  eat  and  drink 
at  my  table  in  my  kingdom,  and  fit  upon 
thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael." 
The  king  of  this  holy  land  is  Immanuel— God 
Jefus  :  He  is  the  King  of  kings,  the  Lord  crea- 
tor of  all  worlds,  and  the  government  of  them  all 
isuponhisfhoulders,  and  thenamesof  hisredeemed 
are  written  upon  his  heart.  For  them  he  has 
made  abundant  provihon,  that  they  may  feait 
with  him  at  his  table,  and  may  be  receiving  out 
of  his  fulnefs  every  grace  that  can  make  them 
completely  and  eternally  bleffed  :  For  they  fhall 
fit  down  with  him  upon  his  throne,  and  fhall  fhare 
with  him  in  all  his  royalties,  blclling  and  adoring 
him  in  their  everlafting  fongs  of  triumph.  "  Unto 
him  that  loved  us,  and  waflied  us  from  our  fins 

in 
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in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and 
priefts  unto  God  and  his  Father:  To  him  be 
glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Jmeti." 
The  apoftle  John  calls  upon  us  now  to  begin 
the  heavenly  fong  :  And  he  would  have  us  to  do 
it  with  the  fweeteft  melody  in  our  hearts,  praifing 
our  fovereign  Lord,  who  has  taken  our  nature 
into  union  with  himfelf,  in  order  that  by  his 
Spirit  we  might  be  joined  to  him  our  glorified 
head,  and  might  by  faith  partake  of  his  holy  and 
heavenly  nature.  No  words  can  defcribe  more 
fully  the  dignity  to  which  by  virtue  of  this  union 
we  fhall  be  exalted :  Nay  it  is  not  to  be  con- 
ceived at  prefent  how  great  it  will  be.  "  Behold 
what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  beftowed 
upon  us,  that  we  fhould  be  called  the  fons  of 
God  :  therefore  the  world  knoweth  us  not,  be- 
caufe  it  knew  him  not  :  Beloved,  now  are  we 
the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear 
what  we  fhall  be,  but  we  know,  that  when  he 
fhall  appear  we  fhall  be  like  him ;  for  we  fhall 
fee  him  as  he  is  :  And  every  man  that  hath  this 
hope  in  him,  purifieth  himfelf  even  as  he  is  pure." 
O  what  a  dignity  is  this  :  What  upon  earth  is  to 
be  compared  for  one  moment  to  it — Sons  of  God 
— Sons  of  Adam,  who  have  borne  the  image  of 
the  earthly,  advanced  to  bear  the  image  of 
the  heavenly.  This  is  a  glory  which  furpaneth 
all  understanding.  It  did  not  yet  appear  as  it  is 
to  the  beloved  John  :  He  knew  as  much  of  it, 
as  perhaps  ever  man  did,  but  it  was  far  greater 

than 
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than  his  knowledge.  He  knew  it  but  in  part : 
J  Ic  was  indeed  fealcd  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
promife,  who  is  the  earneft  of  our  inheritance 
until  the  redemption  of  the  purchafed  pofTeffion. 
But  the  earned:  is  not  the  inheritance  itfclf.  It 
is  only  a  pledge  and  a  fecurity,  that  at  the  ap- 
pearing of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great  God  and  our 
Saviour,  we  mall  be  put  into  full  pofTeffion.  At 
prefent  we  have  it  in  the  promife  of  the  God  of 
truth  :  And  faith  in  its  promife  begets  a  hope, 
that  will  never  make  us  afhamed :  Becaufe  it 
will  keep  us  patiently  waiting  for  the  manifefta- 
tion  of  the  fons  of  God,  when  we  fhall  come 
to  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  all  the  riches, 
and  pleafures,  and  honours  of  our  fonlhip  with 
Chrift  our  glorified  Head. 

The  apoftle  would  lead  us  alfo  to  confider  the 
fountain  from  whence  all  this  bleffednefs  fprings, 
from  the  Father — what  manner  of  love  the 
Father  hath  beftowed  upon  us.  The  love  ex- 
preffed  by  this  name,  Father,  has  no  parallel. 
It  had  no  beginning,  and  it  will  have  no  ending. 
It  is  from  everlafting  to  everlafting-'-bringing 
with  it  out  of  its  infinite  ocean  all  the  ftreams  of 
grace,  which  make  glad  the  city  of  God,  and 
never  ftopping  till  it  return  with  all  the  happy 
objects  of  his  love  to  the  fame  great  ocean 
again.  The  apoftle  would  have  us"  to  behold, 
and  to  admire  the  miracles  of  the  Father's  love, 
which  he  purpofed  and  wrought  out,  and  beftow- 
ed upon  us,  who  are  finners  even  as  others,  and 
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yet  to  the  everlafting  praife  and  glory  of  his 
gracc--chofen — called — effectually  brought  into 
the  family  and  houfehold  of  faith  by  the  Spirit  of 
adoption,  and  ennobled — fons  ot  God-— what  an 
exaltation — what  a  bleffednefs  !  Made  the 
children  of  God,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
with  Chrifl — with  him  who  is  Lord  of  all — 
admitted  to  fhare  with  him  in  his  kingdom,  his 
crown,  his  glories  :  According  to  his  own  prayer, 
"  Father,  I  will  that  they  alfo  whom  thou  haft 
given  me  be  with  me,  where  I  am,  that  they 
may  behold  my  glory,  may  be  with  me,  may 
be  like  me.  O  what  an  animating  view  is 
here  for  the  higheft  rejoicing  of  faith  and 
hope  !  Chrift  by  taking  our  nature  into  union 
with  himfelf  has  advanced  it  into  the  greateft 
dignity  of  which  it  is  capable  :  For  it  is  heaven 
to  be  with  him,  where  he  is  in  his  glory  5  like 
him,  conformed  to  that  ftandard  of  all  perfection 
in  body  and  foul,  perfectly  and  eternally:  What 
a  hope  fhould  this  beget  and  cherifli  ?  eVen  a 
hope  full  of  glory  and  immortality  !  Efpecially 
as  all  this  honour  is  according  to  the  Father's 
covenant  purpofes  :  For  whom  he  did  foreknow, 
the^i  he  alfo  did  predeltinate  to  be  conformed  to 
the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  might  be  the 
fun-born  among  many  brethren  :  Moreover 
whom  he  did  prcdeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called, 
anp  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo  j unified, 
and  whom  he  juftified,  them  he  alio  gloriried. 
What  fliall  we  fay  to  thefc  things  ?  Can  there 

be 
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be  greater  grace  fliewn  from  the  God  of  all 
grace  ?  Can  there  be  higher  honour  conferred, 
than  to  be  fo  exalted  from  the  depth  of  fin  and 
mifcry,  as  to  be  raifed  to  the  honours  of  fonfhip, 
even  to  a  conformity  to  the  Son  of  God.  O 
what  fentiments  had  that  blefled  man  of  it,  when 
he  faid,  "  As  fur  me,  I  will  behold  thy  face  in 
rightcoufnefs,  I  (hall  be  fatisfied  when  I  awake 
after  thy  liken efs  ;  for  thou  wilt  fhew  me  the 
path  of  life  ;  in  thy  prefence  is  the  fulnefs  of 
joy,  and  at  thy  right  hand  there  arc  pleafures  for 
evermore."  Conformity  to  Jefus  brings  with  it 
this  fulnefs  of  joy  ;  and  the  hope  of  it  is  an 
active  and  a  lively  grace  :  For  every  one  that 
hath  this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himfelf  even  as 
Chrift  is  pure.  This  is  the  mark  at  which  the 
believer  aims,  he  wifhes  to  be  like  Chrift,  and  to 
be  more  like  him  :  He  would  feel  more  of  the 
power  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  to  crucify  in  him 
the  body  of  fin,  and  more  of  the  power  of  the 
rifen  Jefus,  that  there  may  be  a  real  growth  into 
him ;  and  that  in  all  things:  Thus  he  purifies 
his  heart  and  life  by  that  faith  in  Jefus,  of  which 
the  apoftle  thus  fpeaks,  "  Brethren,  I  have  not 
yet  attained  what  I  am  driving  for  ;  but  this  one 
thing  I  do,  forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  be- 
hind, and  reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things  which 
are  before,  I  prefs  toward  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus. 

Z  2  Thef- 
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Thcfe  arc  fome  of  the  fcripture  authorities, 
lr  .'in  which  this  conclufion  maybe  fairly  drawn, 
that  a  believer,  whatever  view  he  may  take  of 
himfelf,  either  from  what  he  was,  when  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  or  from  what  he  now  is, 
quickened  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  and  living  by 
faith,  vet  crying  out  under  a  fenfe  of  his  cor- 
ruptions, O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fliall 
deliver  me  ;  yet  he  may  thank  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift  his  Lord :  For  he  is  warranted,  he 
is  commanded  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always,  and 
to  triumph  in  the  God  of  his  falvation.  And 
he  has  enough  given  him  in  hand  to  exercife  that 
ftrong  faith,  which  will  adminifter  ftrong  confo- 
Iation,  even  great,  very  great  joy  and  peace  in 
believing:  For  the  word  of  God  cannot  be 
broken,  his  promifes  cannot  fail,  his  covenant 
engagements  are  immutable,  given  as  infallible 
fecurity  to  the  believer,  that  his  faith  may  not 
ftagger  at  any  difficulty,  but  looking  to  a  faithful 
God  he  may  go  on  his  way  rejoicing  in  hope  of 
the  glory  of  God. 

The'fe  are  fome  of  the  bleffed  effects  of  looking 
to  Jefus,  and  living  by  faith  upon  him  and  his 
fulnefs.  In  this  way  there  is  continual  matter  of 
triumph.  Let  the  believer  look  back  on  what 
he  was  by  nature,  or  on  what  he  is  now  in  his 
renewed  ftate  by  grace,  or  looking  forward  to 
the  glory  that  is  to  be  revealed  at  the  appearing 
of  his  Saviour,  when  he  fliall  be  with  him  in  the 

kingdom. 
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kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,  and  fhall  be 
like  him,  all  his  members  conformed  to  their  m<  ft 
glorious  Head,  and  partaking  of  his  divine  riches, 
and  honours,  and  pleafures,  what  upon  earth 
can  exceed  fuch  a  profpect  !  What  can  admi- 
nifter  greater  happinefs,  than  to  have  the  evi- 
dence of  it  kept  clear  and  open  !  What  can 
make  life  more  comfortable,  and  the  end  of  our 
faith  more  defirable,  than  fuch  great  and  bleffcd 
things  !  promifed  and  given  moll  freely  in  time, 
yea,  in  the  fulleft  manner  that  almighty  love  can 
beftow  them  in  eternity. 

For  fuch  mercies  blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul ; 
and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy  Name. 

O  thou  beginning  and  ending,  the  firft  and  the 
laft,  the  author  and  the  finiflier  of  the  faith, 
Jehovah  Jefus,  I  have  been  looking  up  to  thee  for 
thy  divine  teaching,  and  I  am  (till  looking  up  to 
thee  for  thy  divine  bleffing  on  this  my  offering. 
It  is  a  poor  mite,  which  I  would  call  into  thy 
treafury,  as  my  dying  teftimony  for  the  truth  and 
for  the  power  of  thy  gofpel.  Be  pleafed  to 
accept  it  out  of  thine  infinite  condefcenfion. 
Thou  knoweft  the  heart  of  thy  fervant :  What- 
ever is  right  in  it  is  thine  own,  the  work 
of  thine  own  grace.  Failings  there  are,  and 
they  arc  mine  :  Of  thy  mercy  pardon  them. 
And  make  ufe  of  this  little  treatife,  as  it 
fliall  feem  belt  to  thy  godly  wifdorn,  for  the 
increafe  of  faith  in  thy  church,  and  for  the 

advancement 
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advancement  of  thine  own  fame  and  glory  ;  that 
Wiore  honour  may  be  put  upon  thy  word,  more 
dependence  exercifcd  upon  thy  faith  fulnefs,  and 
there  may  be  a  growing  conformity  to  it  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  thy  people.  Be  pleafed, 
merciful  Saviour,  to  accompany  the  reading  of  it 
with  thy  Spirit  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  I  Ihall  be 
amply  rewarded.  May  thy  grace,  the  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  love  of  God,  and 
the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  with  us 
all.  Amen. 
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Then  faid  Jefus  unto  then,  "Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  except  yc 
eat  the  flefh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  nave  no  life 
in  you.    John  vi.  53. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 

The  following  fhort  treatife  was  drawn  up  at 
the  requefi:  of  a  charitable  lady,  and  publifhed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  The  defign  of  it 
wras  to  open  to  them  the  nature  and  ufe  of  the 
holy  facrament  :  and  it  was  thought  the  moll 
proper  method,  not  to  be  large  and  full  upon 
the  fubject,  but  to  lay  it  before  them  in  one 
view,  that  they  might  underftand  it  more  eafily, 
and  remember  it  the  better.  Reader,  before  thou 
opened  it,  afk  him,  from  whom  cometh  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,  to  accompany  thy  perufal 
of  it  with  his  grace  and  blefling  :  And  if  it  be  of 
any  iervkre  to  thee,  give  the  glory  to  God,  and, 
pray  for  the  author. 

W.  R, 
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A  HE  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was 
ordained  by  Chrift  himfelf.  Before  his  paffion 
he  took  bread,  and  bleffed  it,  and  brake,  and 
gave  it  to  his  difciples,  as  the  outward  and  vifi- 
ble  fign  of  his  body  broken  j  and  he  took  wine 
and  bleffed  it,  and  gave  it  to  them,  as  the  out- 
ward and  yifible  fign  of  his  blood  poured  out, 
and  Ihed  for  the  fins  of  the  world.  And  then  he 
commanded  them,  and  us,  to  continue  to  do 
the  fame  in  remembrance  of  him;  fo  that  we 
mull  firft  know  what  we  are  to  remember  of  him 
in  this  ordinance,  before  we  can  keep  it  aright. 
We  muft  confider  the  fcope  and  defign  of  it  j 
for  what  end  Chrift  left  us  thefe  memorials  [of 
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his  body  and  blood;  upon  what  motive  he  re- 
quired us  to  partake  of  them  5  and  what  benefit 
we  are  to  receive  thereby.  For  thefe  reafons  it 
is  of  great  confequence  clearly  to  underftand  the 
nature  and  ufe  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Reader, 
I  hope  thou  feeft  the  importance  of  it  in  a  ftrong 
Jight.  May  God  give  thee  a  right  judgment  in 
this  weighty  matter.    Confider  then,  that 

I. 

You  have  an  immortal  [pirit  within  you,  whofe  life  of 
happinefs  depends  as  much  upon  God  the  Father  of 
fpirits,  as  your  body  does  upon  the  food  and  elements 
of  this  world. 

MOSES  has  given  us  this  account  of  the  two 
parts,  of  which  man  is  compofed.  "  The  Lord 
"  God  formed  man  of  the  dull  of  the  ground, 
"  and  breathed  into  his  noftrils  the  breath  of 
(t  life,  and  man  became  a  living  foul,"  Gen.ii.7. 
The  bodily  part  was  formed  of  the  duft  of  the 
ground,  but  the  fpiritual  part  was  immediately 
infufed,  and  breathed  from  God  ;  and  as  they 
had  a  different  original,  fo  they  go  to  different 
places  ;  when  the  body  dies,  it  returns  to  duft, 
but  the  fpirit,  the  breath  cf  life,  returns  to  God 
that  gave  it.  While  man  continued  innocent, 
his  foul  had  a  life  of  happinefs  dependent  upon 
God  ;  for  as  it  is  created,  it  muft  be  dependent, 
and  its  life  muft  be  fupportcd  by  that  being,  on 
1  whom 
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whom  it  depends.  And  this  being  is  God: 
"  For  with  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life,"  fays  the 
Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  9.  All  fpiritual  life  flows 
from  God,  as  from  its  proper  fountain,  and  is 
fupported  by  a  vital  union  with  him,  as  much  as 
the  body  is  fupported  by  a  vital  union  with  the 
food  and  elements  of  this  world  :  what  thefe  are 
to  the  life  of  the  body,  that  is  God  to  the  life  of 
the  foul,  "  for  he  holdeth  our  fouls  in  life,"  Pfal. 
lxvi.  9.  He  holdeth  and  maintaineth  the  foul  in 
its  fpiritual  life.  And  when  there  was  no  fin 
m  the  world  it  was  an  happy  life.  So  long  as 
all  things  continued  very  good,  the  foul  enjoyed 
fweet  and  blefled  communion  with  God.  It 
walked  in  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  the 
fenfe  of  his  continual  prefence  filled  it  with 
peace,  and  love,  and  joy.  But  this  happy  ftate 
of  things  did  not  laft  long  :  for 

II. 

Your  foul  loji  this  life  ofhappinefs  by  Jfe. 

THE  whole  book  of  God  proves  this  truth. 
In  exprefs  words  it  fays,  that  fallen  man  is 
'■'  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,"  Eph.  iv.  18. 
being  eftranged  from  that  life,  which  God  hath 
given  to,  and  fupported  in  man,  while  he  con- 
tinued innocent.  Upon  fin's  entering  into  the 
world,  the  fentence  took  place,  dying  thou  flialt 
die,  the  body  became  mortal,  and  the  foul  was 

alienated 
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alienated  from  that  divine  fupport,  wherein  It* 
life  of  happinefs  confided,  and  died  from  God, 
which  is  the  worft  kind  of  death.  The  vital 
union  between  him  and  the  foul  was  broken ; 
"  for  your  fins  have  feparated  between  you  and 
"  your  God,"  Ifa.  lix.  2.  they  have  feparated 
between  you  and  the  fountain  of  life,  they 
have  cut  off  all  communion  with  him  5  by 
which  means  being  dead  in  trefpafTes  and  (ins, 
which  we  all  are  by  nature,  the  foul  is  as  dead 
to  the  offices  of  fpiritual  life,  as  a  cold  lifelefs 
corpfe  is  to  the  offices  of  animal  life. 

If  thefe  fcriptures  do  not  appear  to  you 
with  convincing  evidence,  confult  matter  of 
fact.  How  is  the  cafe  with  your  own  foul  ? 
Was  not  you  by  nature  dead  to  God?  If  not, 
then  you  was  always  alive  to  the  things  of  God. 
From  your  very  infancy  you  took  no  delight  in 
childifh  diverfions,  much  lefs  in  fin,  in  pride, 
in  envy,  in  lying,  and  fvvearing,  or  in  any  act  of 
uncleannefs;  but  your  heart  was  full  of  love  to 
God,  and  every  expreffion  of  that  love  was  de- 
lightful. You  knew  no  joy  like  that  of  prayer. 
To  be  continually  pouring  out  your  praife  and 
thanksgiving  to  your  Creator,  was  your  heaven. 
The  world  fo  dead  to  you,  that  its  ftrongeft 
temptations  had  no  force.  Wealth  and  honor, 
and  plcafure,  and  whate\  er  is  called  great  and 
mighty,  had  no  charms  compared  with  devotion. 

Say, 
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Say,  was  this  always  the  fvvect  and  holy  frame 
of  your  foul  from  the  firft  dawning  and  opening 
of  reafon?  Was  your  heart  always  thus  full  of 
love  to  God,  and  always  thus  happy  in  com- 
munion with  him  ?  Were  your  affections  never 
drawn  away  by  any  worldly  objects,  whereby 
you  robbed  God  of  that  continual  fervice  of  all 
your  faculties,  which  was  his  due  ?  Can  you  lay 
claim  to  this  perfect  uninterrupted  obedience  ? 
Surely,  you  will  not :  for  what  man  is  he  that 
liveth,  and  finneth  not  ?  Nay,  what  man  is  there 
that  has  not  found  a  coldnefs  and  deadnefs  of 
his  affections,  when  he  tried  to  fix  them  upon 
God,  and  the  things  of  God?  Have  not  you 
found  it  in  yourfelf?  Do  you  not  now  find  it?  Try 
then  to  pray  for  two  or  three  hours  together 
without  one  wandering  thought.  You  cannot. 
Why  then,  thefe  are  evident  proofs,  that  your 
foul  is  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and 

nr. 

You  have  no  power  in  yourfelf  to  recover  this  life  of 
God  in  the  foul. 

THE  law  runs  in  this  ftyle,  the  foul  that  finneth, 
it  fliall  die.  Death  is  the  wages  of  fin,  you  have 
finned  ;  for  all  have  finned,  and  God  is- juft  to 
give  you  your  wages.  He  has  promifed  them, and 
he  is  faithful  and  true  to  fulfil  his  promifes.  He 
mult  fuifil  them,  unlefs  you  can  by  fome  means 

be 
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be  reftorcd  to  his  favour,  and  recover  the  life  of 
grace  in  the  foul ;  for  if  there  be  truth  in  God, 
the  foul  that  finneth  it  fnall  die.  But  you  can  do 
nothing  to  merit  the  recovery  of  this  life,  becaufe 
your  whole  nature  is  finful  and  guilty.  You  are 
in  the  ftate  of  a  condemned  malefa&or,  with 
this  peculiar  circumftance  of  diftrefs,  that  you 
have  not  even  a  defire  to  apply  for  pardon. 
Your  foul  is  fo  abfolutely  enflaved  to  fin,  that  it 
loves  its  prifon  and  its  dungeon.  Every  faculty 
is  under  the  bondage  of  Satan,  and  able  to  work 
out  nothing  but  fin.  In  this  ftate  you  are  utterly 
helplcfs  and  miferable.  "  Your  condition  is 
"  fuch"  (as  our  church  in  her  tenth  article  ex- 
preffes  it)  "  that  you  cannot  turn  and  prepare 
"  yourfelf  (and  much  lefs  attain)  by  your  own 
"  natural  ftrength  to  faith  and  calling  upon 
"  God — the  grace  of  Chrift  muft  go  before  to 
"  give  you  a  good  will,  and  then  work  with 
"  you  when  you  have  that  good  will."  The 
firft  good  motion  of  the  will  comes  from  Chrift, 
even  the  defire  to  live  unto  God  is  his  free  gift, 
and  every  ftep  is  his  work,  until  the  life  of  God 
be  perfected  in  the  foul.  He  only,  whofe  voice- 
is  to  call  the  dead  out  of  their  graves,  can  call 
to  the  linner,  and  be  obeyed,  "  awake  thou  that 
<;  fleepeft  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift 
"  fhall  give  thee  life."  Chrift,  and  Chrift  only, 
has  life  to  give  to  the  dead  in  fin.  The  fancied 
light  of  nature,  the  religion  of  nature,  morality, 

learning, 


THE   SACRAMENT.  36 1 

learning,  arts,  and  fciences,  thefe  with  all  other 
natural  and  acquired  talents,  can  no  more  revive 
a  dead  finner,  than  they  can  create  a  world. 
The  conviction  of  this  truth  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  ;  for  you  can  never  apply  to  Chrift  for  the 
free  gift  of  his  divine  life,  until  you  be  perfectly 
convinced  that  you  want  it,  and  that  you  can  do 
nothing  to  merit  it.  You  can  have  no  motive  to 
apply  to  him,  until  you  find  your  own  helplefs- 
nefs,  and  therefore  if  you  never  faw  your  want 
of  this  divine  life,  intreat  him  to  fliew  you  your 
deadnefs  in  fin.  Beg  of  him  to  open  the  eyes 
of  your  underftanding,  that  you  may  be  able  to 
fee  in  what  a  wretched  dead  ftate  you  have  been 
ill  your  days,  and  may  be  thereby  ftirred  up  to 
pray  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears  to  the  Prince  of 
life,  that  he  would  raife  you  from  the  death  of 
iin,  unto  a  life  of  righteoufnefs  :  for, 

IV. 

Jefus  Chrijl  came  into  the  world  to  recover  for  Jinners 
that  life  of  happinefs  which  they  had  forfeited. 

THE  fcriptures  are  full  of  this  truth  from  be- 
ginning to  end.  Jefus  Chrift  is  there  fet  forth  as 
the  almighty  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  who  giveth 
life  unto  the  world.  He  was  the  eternal  and  felf- 
exiftent  God,  equal  in  every  perfection  and  at- 
tribute with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
he  was  pleafed  out  of  his  infinite  mercy  and  love 

Vol.  If.  A  a  to 
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to  be  united  to  our  nature,  by  which  union,  God 
and  man  became  one  Chrift  ;  fo  that  he  who 
obeyed  the  law,  fuffered,  and  died  for  us,  was 
truly  a  divine  and  infinite  perfon.  Bv  his  obedi- 
ence he  atoned  for  our  breach  of  the  divine  law  ; 
by  his  fufferings,  he  freed  us  from  the  punifliment 
due  to  the  breach  of  it ;  and  he  died  that  we 
might  "  live  through  him,"  1  John  iv.  9.  a  life  of 
grace  in  this  world,  and  a  life  of  glory  for  ever  in 
heaven,  whereby  what  he  faid  of  himfelf  might 
be  fulfilled  ;  "  I  am  come  that  they  might  have 
"  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abun- 
"  dantly,"  John  x.  10. 

This  is  the  fcripture  account  of  the  gracious 
method,  by  which  our  forfeited  life  was  reftored. 
It  is  the  free  gift  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  lord  of  life 
and  glory.  He  is  the  Lord  God  omnipotent, 
who  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and 
without  whom  was  not  any  thing  made  that 
was  made.  He  gave  us  our  life  at  firft.  And 
when  it  was  forfeited  by  fin,  he  came  from 
heaven  to  redeem  it ;  fo  that  we  owe  him  a 
double  debt  of  gratitude.  It  was  wonderful 
love,  that  he  fliould  create  us  at  firft  out"  of 
nothing  ;  but  more  wonderful,  that  he  fliould 
come  down  from  heaven  to  lay  down  his  own 
life  a  ranfom  for  ours.  This  love  furpaffeth  all 
undevftanding.  Men>  who  have  never  tafted  it, 
can  form  no  efiimatc  of  it  ;  and  they  who  have 
tailed  it  by  faith,  acknowledge  it  to  be  greater 

than 
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than  heart  can  conceive,  or  tongue  can  utter. 
However,  they  know  all  that  can  be  underftood 
of  it  in  the  prefent  world  ;  for  faith  receives  this 
fpiritual  life  from  Jefus  Chrift.  Faith  is  that 
divine  grace  planted  in  the  foul  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  whereby  it  is  vitally  united  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  receives  fupport  from  him  to  begin,  carry  on, 
and  perfect  its  fpiritual  life,  and  this  brings  me 
to  prove  that 

pan  <>k.:  v.;  •'••'^"^ 

Faith  receives  from  Jefus  Chrift  the  fpiritual  life, 
which  he  came  to  give  unto  the  zvor/d. 

FAITH,  as  a  Chriftian  grace,  is  widely  differ- 
ent from  an  hiftorical  affent ;  for  it  does  not  only 
believe  that  Chrift  has  life  to  give  to  a  (infill 
world,  but  alfo  receives  it  from  him.  This  is 
effential  to  a  true  living  faith,  which  is  a  vital 
uniting  principle,  and  by  which  the  believer  is 
intimately  joined  to  Chrift,  and  draws  fupplies 
of  nourifhment  from  him,  for  the  fupport  of  his 
fpiritual  life.  The  following  fcriptures  prove  it 
to  be  of  the  effence  of  true  faith,  to  receive  this 
life  from  Chrift.  "  Thefe  are  written,  fays  St. 
"  John  xx.  31,  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jefus 
"  is  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believ- 
"  ing  ye  might  have  life  through  his  name.  I 
"  am  the  refurrection  and  the  life,  faith  the 
"  Lord  :"  John  xi.  25,  "  He  that  believeth  in  me, 
"  though  he  were  dead,  yet  fliall  he  live ;  and 
A  a  2  ft  whoever 
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"  whoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  mc,  fliall 
"  never  die  for  he  fliall  be  as  clofely  connected 
with  the  root  and  flock  of  all  fpiritual  life,  as  the 
branches  of  the  vine  are  with  the  root.  "  I  am 
"  the  vine,"  faith  the  Lord  of  life,  "  ye  are  the 
"  branches  ;  as  the  branch  cannot  live,  and 
"  bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the 
"  vine,  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me." 
By  believing,  we  abide  in  him ;  for  faith  is  the 
bond  of  this  union.  It  engrafts  us  into  Chrift, 
who  is  the  root  and  flock  of  our  fpiritual  life. 
In  him  we  live  ;  from  him  we  receive  nouriih- 
ment,  and  are  enabled  to  bear  much  fruit  to  the 
glory  of  God.  This  is  the  happy  ftate  of 
Chriftians,  who  believe  on  the  Son  of  God,  and 
have  everlafting  life ;  but  mifcrable  beyond 
conception  is  the  ftate  of  them,  who  are  not 
united  to  hrm  ;  for  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son 
fliall  not  fee  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
on  him,  John  iii.  36. 

Thefe  fcriptures  clearly  prove,  that  faith  is  the 
hand,  which  God  enables  us  to  put  forth,  and  by 
which  we  lay  hold  of  Chrift,  and  life  in  him. 
The  blefled  apoftle  Paul  had  happy  experience 
of  this  doctrine  ;  he  relates  it  in  theft  remarkable 
words,  Gal.  ii.  20.  '*  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift, 
*?  neverthelefs  I  live  ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth 
"  in  me,  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
"  fiefh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
a  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me." 
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In  this  paflage  we  have  full  proof  of  all  the 
former  propofitions  ;  as  firft,  St.  Paul  was  cruci- 
fied and  dead  to  fin  with  Chrift,  which  plainly 
fuppofes  him  to  have  been  alive  to  fin  before  ; 
and  being  thus  crucified  and  dead,  neverthelejs  I 
live,  fays  he,  a  life  of  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs, 
but  not  by  any  power  or  virtue  in  myfelf.  No, 
I  could  not  make  myfelf  righteous  or  holy — 
Yet  not  I,  but  Chriji  liveth  in  me  :  he  is  the  author 
of  this  life,  and  faith  is  that  grace,  by  which  we 
receive  and  enjoy  it  ;  the  life  which  I  nozv  live  in 
the  flefli,  I  live  hy  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me.  Oh  !  happy 
Paul,  who  could  without  prefumption  fay,  the 
Son  of  God  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me. 
Reader,  wouldft  thou  not  give  all  the  world  to 
be  able  to  fay  the  fame  ?  Thou  wouldft.  Why 
then,  pray  to  God  for  the  gift  of  faith,  and  when 
he  gives  it  thee,  it  will  make  thee  as  happy  as 
it  did  Paul.  It  will  let  thee  know,  that  Chrift 
alfo  loves  thee,  and  gave  himfelf  for  thy  fins. 
May  the  fpirit  of  grace  bellow  upon  thee  the 
true  living  faith,  that  upon  thine  own  experience' 
thou  mayeft  be  able  to  repeat  the  words  after 
the  apoftle,  and  fay,  "  I  am  crucified  with 
"  Chrift,  neverthelefs  I  live  ;  yet  not  I,  but 
"  Chrift  liveth  in  me,  and  the  life  which  I  now 
live  in  the  flefli,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  me.,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me." 


VI. 
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VI. 

In  the  facrament,  the  body  and  blood  of  ChriJ},  from 
which  faith  receives  its  fpiritual  life,  are  reprefented 
by  bread  and  wine. 

IT  was  the  great  end  and  deiign  of  the 
Chriftian  revelation  to  clifcover  to  us  in  what 
method  the  life,  which  we  had  forfeited,  was  to 
be  reilored.  The  knowledge  of  this  is  of  the 
greateft  moment.  Our  happy  eternity  depends 
upon  it ;  and  therefore  God  has  been  pleafed  to 
teach  it  us  in  the  plaineft  manner.  He  has 
condefcendcd  to  our  capacities,  and  has  made  ufe 
of  fenfible  objects  to  explain  matters  of  faith. 
The  foul  does  not  fee  at  prefent,  but  through 
the  eyes  of  the  body.  Invifiblc  and  fpiritual 
things  mud  be  brought  down  to  our  underftand- 
ings  by  vifible  and  material :  and  this  is  done  in 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fuppev.  We  know 
that  our  animal  life  cannot  be  fuftained  without 
proper  nourishment,  neither  can  our  fpiritual  life; 
for  God  has  been  pleafed  to  inftitute  and  appoint 
the  meat  and  drink,  wrhich  fuftain  the  life  of  the 
body,  to  be  the  outward  and  vifible  figns  of  that 
fpiritual  meat  and  drink,  which  fuflain  the  life  of 
the  foul.  He  has  ordained  bread  and  wine,  to. 
reprefent  to  the  outward  fenfes  the  fpiritual 
fupport,  which  the  foul  receives  from  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift.  And  in  confecjuence  of 
God's  ordination. 


VII, 
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VII. 

It  is  as  certain  a  truth,  that  the  body  and  blood  of 
Chrift  do  fupport  the  life  of  grace  in  the  foul,  as 
that  bread  and  wijie  do  fupport  life  in  the  body. 

MAN,  as  was  before  obferved,  in  his  prefent 
embodied  ftate,  does  not  fee  fpiritual  objects,  but 
as  they  are  compared  with  material.  The  reve- 
lation of  God  in  the  Old  Tefiament  and  the 
New,  is  adapted  to  man  in  this  ftate.  Objects 
of  faith  are  reprefented  to  him  by  objects  of 
ienfe.  Outward  things  are  ordained  to  (land  for 
inward  ;  and  God,  who  cannot  lie,  has  inftituted 
the  outward  fign,  to  give  us  evidence  of  the 
inward  grace.  He  has  inftituted  bread  and 
wine,  to  reprefent  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  : 
and  as  bread  is  the  ftafF  of  the  life,  it  is  therefore 
a  juft  picture  of  the  bread  of  life,  which  Chrift 
brought  down  with  him  from  heaven  ;  and  as 
wine  maketh  glad  the  heart  of  man,  it  is  there- 
fore a  juft  picture  of  that  moft  precious  blood, 
whiek  alone  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  world,  and 
therefore  which  alone  maketh  glad  the  hearts  of 
finners.  The  bread  and  wine  thus  inftituted,  are 
figns  to  fet  before  our  fenfes  what  Ch rill's  body 
and  blood  are  to  do  to  the  foul ;  from  whence  arofe 
the  necelfity  of  giving  the  fame  name  to  the 
fign  as  to  the  thing  fignificd  :  becaufe  what  the 
fign  does  to  the  body,  the  thing  fignified  dues  to 
the  foul.  When  Chrift  took  up  the  bread,  and 
faid,  This  is  my  body,  and  the  wine,  and' faid,  This 
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is  my  blood,  he  fpake  the  language  which  the  Old 
Teftament  had  always  ufed,  and  the  only  lan- 
guage which  men  could  underftand  :  for  it  was 
a  received  rule  in  the  Old  Teftament  to  call  the 
fign  and  the  thing  fignified  by  the  fame  name ; 
and  it  will  always  be  a  received  rule,  fo  long  as 
men  are  confined  to  fenfe,  and  cannot  fee  fpiri- 
tual  objects,  but  by  their  material  types  and  in- 
ftituted  figures.    You  cannot  fee  how  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift  fupport  the  foul,  but  you  fee 
that  bread  and  wine  do  fupport  the  body ;  and 
the  infallible  God  has  engaged  his  word  and 
truth  to  you,  that  there  is  as  true  and  real  fup- 
port for  your  fouls  in  the  body  and  blood  of 
Chrift,  as  there  is  for  your  bodies  in  the  bread 
and  wine.    He  inftituted  the  fign,  to  fet  before 
your  eyes  a  picture,  both  of  the  life  which 
Chrift  gave,  as  alfo  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
gave  it  :  for  his  death  was  the  purchafe  of  your 
life.    His  body  was  fo  bruifed,  wounded,  and 
fmitten  for  your  tranfgreffions,  that  he  fays  in  the 
Pfalins,  there  was  no  whole  fart  in  it ;  therefore 
the  facramental  bread  is  broken,  and  the  wine  is 
poured  out,  as  his  moft  precious  blood  was  out 
of  every  pore  and  vein.    I  might  trace  the  like- 
nefs  in  many  more  inftances,  but  thefe  may  fuffice 
to  (hew  the  propriety  of  inftituting  bread  to 
reprefent  the  body  of  Chrift,  which  is  meat  not 
figuratively  or  metaphorically,  but  in  deed  and  in 
truth ;   and   wine  to  reprefent  the  blood  of 

Chrift, 
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Chrift,  which  is  drink  indeed  and  in  truth. 
Thus  far  the  meaning  of  the  facrament,  as  to 
the  outward  and  vifible  fign,  and  as  to  the  inward 
and  Spiritual  grace  is  plain  enough.  As  a  fign 
it  is  generally  well  underftood,  but  then  it  is  not 
merely  a  fign  ;  it  is  fomething  more  :  For 

vik. 

The  bread  and  wine  are  not  only  Jigns,  that  there  is 
fpiritual  life  in  Chrift,  but  alfo.  as  under  a  feal  they 
convey  it. 

THIS  is  the  chief  part  of  the  facrament,  and 
I  fear  it  is  greatly  miftaken.  To  fet  a  feal  to  a 
writing  or  inftrument,  is  making  all  that  is  con- 
tained in  it  authentic  and  valid.  When  a  man 
fets  a  feal  to  an  inftrument  he  declares,  this  is 
my  a£t  and  deed.  So  fetting  a  feal  to  the 
elements  is  a  legal  conveyance  of  what  they 
fignify,  and  whofoever  receives  them  under  God's 
feal,  he  verily  and  indeed  receives  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chrift,  together  with  the  fpiritual  life 
purchafed  by  them.  In  this  fenfe  St.  Paul  cer- 
tainly underftood  the  Lord's  fupper  5  for  he  fpeaks 
of  it  1  Cor.  x.  16.  not  only  as  a  fign,  but  alfo  as 
a  real  feal.  "  The  cup  of  blefting,  which  we 
"  blefs,  is  it  not  the  communion  of"  (or  that 
which  communicates  to  us)  "  /the  blood  of  Chrift  ? 
"  The  bread  which  we  break  is  it  not  the  com- 
V  munion  of"  (or  that  which  communicates  to 
us)  "  the  body  of  Chrift  ?"  In  the  cup  we  com- 
municate 
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municate  and  partake  of  not  the  mere  fign,  but 
of  the  blood  of  Cbrifl.  In  the  bread  we  com- 
municate and  partake  of  not  the  mere  fign,  but 
of  the  body  of  Chrift :  and  whoever  thus  com- 
municates and  partakes  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  Chrift,  to  him  the  outward  elements  are  a  feal 
of  that  fpiritual  and  divine  life,  which  Chrift's 
body  broken,  and  his  blood  poured  out,  Avere  the 
means  of  purchafing  for  a  finful  world. 

IX. 

The  bread  and  wine  are  fgns  to  all  receivers,  but 
feals  only  to  the  faithful. 

OUR  church  has  determined  this  point  in  her 
28th  article,  where  it  is  faid,  that  "  the  body  of 
W  Chrift  is  given,  taken,  and  eaten  in  the  fupper 
"  onlv  after  an  heavenly  and  fpiritual  manner. 
"  And  the  mean,  whereby  the  body  of  Chrift  is 
"  received  and  eaten  in  the  fupper,  is  faith." 
Faith  is  the  means  of  our  communicating  of  the 
elements  in  an  heavenly  and  fpiritual  manner  ; 
and  this  faith  is  the  gift  of  God.  His  good 
Spirit  alone  is  able  to  apply  to  the  hearts  of 
the  communicants,  the  divine  fipp'ort  ngnified-hy 
the  outward  elements;  and  it  is  his  office  to  make 
the  application,  and  to  give  us  an  intereft  in  all 
the  promifes  of  the  gofpel :  for  it  is  certain  none 
but  the  Holy  Spirit  of  proniife  can  feal  to  us  a 
fpiritual  bleffing.    His  grace  muft.'be.in  the 

heart, 
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heart,  convincing  us  of  our  want  of  fpiritual  life, 
and  of  the  neceflHy  of  fteking  it  from  Jefus 
Chrift,  before  we  can  perceive  any  thing  more  in 
the  elements  than  bread  and  wine  ;  and  he  muft 
have  given  us  fomc  knowledge  of  our  intereft  in 
Chrift,  before  faith  can  live  and  feed  upon  the 
body  and  blood  of  Chrift  under  the  outward 
elements.  Sacramental  communion  is,  no  doubt, 
to  communicate  and  partake  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chrift.  But  who  are  able  to  commu- 
nicate in  this  manner  ?  None  but  believers,  who 
have  the  eye  of  faith  open  to  look  through  the 
figns  to  the  things  fignified.  And  who  enables 
them  to  communicate  and  partake  of  the  things 
lignified  under  the  figns?  The  Spirit  of  God, 
who  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  believers  ;  and  who 
feals  to  them  the  promifes  of  God  made  to  them 
in  this  facrament.  The  necelfity  of  his  appli- 
cation and  foaling  them  was  fo  evident  to  the 
primitive  Chriftians,  that  at  the  confecration  of 
the  facramental  wine  the  prieft  ufed  to  mix 
water  with  it,  which  was  as  if  he  had  declared  in 

fo  many  words  1  believe  the  influence  of 

the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  neceffary  to  apply  to  our 
fouls  the  merits  of  Chrift's  blood,  and  therefore 
I  pour  in  this  water,  which  is  the  known  emblem 
of  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  no  perfon 
may  expect  fpiritual  and  divine  life  from  the 
bare  receiving  of  the  outward  elemcnls':  the 
Holy  Spirit  mult  be  in  his  heart,  in  order  to  make 

.  -i-tv:      '  *  k  it 
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it  a  fpiritual  fervice,  and  to  render  it  the  mean^ 
of  conveying  fpiritual  bleffings. 

X. 

The  Jlate  of  the  doclrine  from  what  has  been  /aid. 

WE  arc  all  by  nature  dead  in  trefpafles  and 
fins.  We  forfeited  and  loft  that  life  of  happi- 
nefs,  which  innocent  man  enjoyed,  while  he 
walked  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  had  fweet 
Communion  with  him.  And  we  can  do  nothing 
to  recover  this  life  of  God  in  the  foul ;  fo  that 
if  he  had  left  us  to  ourfclvcs,  we  muft  have 
dragged  on  a  miferable  exiftence,  until  the  mor- 
tal body  fhoukt  have  fallen  into  the  grave,  and 
the  foul  fhould  have  pcrifhed  for  ever  from  God 
and  glory.  But  thanks  be  to  the  ever  blefled 
Trinity  for  contriving  the  gracious  plan  of  our 
redemption.  Thanks  be  to  God  the  Father  for 
fending  the  Son  of  his  love  to  recover  the  fpiri- 
tual and  divine  life,  which  we  had  forfeited  and 
loft.  Thanks  be  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  enables 
us  by  the  hand  of  faith  to  receive  this  fpiritual 
and  divine  life.  And  thanks  be  to  Jcfus,  the 
prince  of  life,  who  was  plcafed  to  inftitutc  bread 
and  wine,  to  be  figns  to  the  bodily  fenfes  of  his 
body  and  blood,  and  to  be  feals  to  the  foul  when 
applied  by  faith.  This  is  the  ftate  of  the  doc- 
trine; from  whence  it  follows,  that  unlefs  you 
eat  of  the  flefh  of  Chrift  with  faith,  and  drink 
his  blocd  with  faith,  receiving  verily  and  indeed 

under 
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under  the  figns  the  things  lignified,  then  Chrift 
himfelf  declares,  John  vi.  53.  that  you  have  no  life 

in  you  You  have  none  of  that  life,  which  he 

came  to  give  unto  finners,  but  you  are  as  dead 
to  God,  and  to  the  things  of  God,  as  a  lifelefs 
corpfe  is  to  the  things  of  this  world  :  for  you  are 
alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and  mull  be  fepa- 
rated  for  ever,  unlefs  faith  unite  you  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  give  you  life  through  him. 

XI. 

The  application  of  the  zchole  to  three  different  forts 
of  perfons,  to  them  zvho  have  not  the  true  living 
faith  in  Chrift,  to  them  who  defire  it,  and  to  them 
who  have  it. 

READER,  this  is  the  main  point ;  and  thou 
muft  bear  with  me,  while  I  alk  thee  in  the  fpirit 
of  love,  Whether  thou  haft  received  this  true 
living  faith  ?  Haft  thou  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  and 
doft  thou  know  it  fo  clearly,  that  thou  canft  truft 
all  thy  concerns  in  time  and  in  eternity  with  him  ? 
If  thy  foul  be  not  in  this  happy  ftate,  then  conli- 
dcr  what  danger  thou  art  in.  Thou  art  under 
the  guilt  of  all  thy  fins ;  the  holy,  juft,  and  good 
law  of  heaven  has  found  thee  guilty,  and  thou 
muft  fuffei  the  deferved  punifhment  in  foul  and 
body  for  ever.  And  when  an  almighty  God 
comes  to  inflict  this  puniihment  on  thee,  wretch-, 
ed  man,  think,  oh  think,  what  will  be  then  thy 
diftrefs!  Does  the  apprehenfion  of  it,  while  thou 

art 
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art  reading  this,  give  thee  no  uneafinefs  ?  That 
is  an  exceeding  bad  fymptom  ;  for  then  fin  has 
deftroy'd  all  motions  of  grace,  and  thou  art  quite 
dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins. 

What  !  may  fome  of  you  fay,  can  I,  .who  am 
alive,  and  in  good  health,  be  in  this  dead  ftate  ? 
Yes,  you  certainly  may,  and  as  you  have  no  living 
faith,  you  are  indeed  in  it :  for  this  fpiritual  dead- 
nefs  is  very  confiftent  with  all  the  offices  of  ani- 
mal life.  Nay,  you  may  be  a  man  of  gaiety  and 
plcafure,  you  may  be  feen  at  all  public  places, 
you  may  be  the  delight  and  admiration  of  the 
polite  world,  and  yet  you  may  be  all  the  time 
dead  to  God,  and  the  things  of  God  ;  the  more 
alive  you  are  to  the  world,  the  more  dead  will 
you  be  to  God.  As  the  apoftle  fays,  "  She  that 
liveth  in  plcafure  is  dead  while  fiie  liveth,  i  Tim. 
v.  6.  A  life  of  fenfual  plcafure  is  a  fpiritual 
death  :  fo  that  you  may  be  alive  and  cheerful, 
and  in  high  fpirits,  and  yet  the  immortal  foul 
within  you  may  be  all  the  time  dead  to  God. 
You  may  feed  and  indulge  your  dear  body  with 
good  things,  and  your  poor  foul  may  be  ftarving. 
And  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the  more  flourifliing 
your  outward  condition  is,  the  lefs  will  you  per- 
ceive of  your  fpiritual  deadnefs,  becaufe  you  will 
go  on  the  more  fmoothly  and  merrily,  until  God 
(hall  ltop  you  by  fome  licknefs,  or  affliction,  or 
(hall  call  you  by  his  word,  and  fliall  fend  his 
good  Spirit  with  it  to  fpeak  to  your  hearts, 

"  Awake 
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c'  Awake  thou  that  fleepeft,  and  arife  from  the 
dead,  and  Chrift  ftjall  give  thee  life."  Oh  !  that 
he  may  awaken  thee,  reader,  if  thou  art  now  in 
the  dead  fleep  of  fin,  and  may  give  thee  faith  to 
find  life  to  thy  foul  in  Jefus  Chrift.  ■ 

But  however,  until  God  begin  this  work,  you 
are  not  expected  at  the  Lord's  table.  Until  you 
be  awakened,  and  fee  the  deadnefs  of  your 
hearts  to  the  things  of  God,  you  mud  eat  and 
drink  unworthily  5  for  you  do  not  defire  that 
Chrift's  body  and  blood  may  fupport  your  fpiri- 
tual  life,  as  the  bread  and  wine  fupport  animal 
life.  Without  this  defire  yqu  cannot  difcern  the 
Lord's  body,  you  cannot  difcern  any  thing  more 
in  the  elements,  than  in  common  bread  and  wine, 
and  therefore  if  you  partake  of  them,  it  muft  be 
upon  fome  wrong  motive,  becaufe  you  want  the 
proper  difpofitions,  namely,  an  humble  fenfe  of 
your  want  of  fpiritual  life,  and  an  earneft  defire 
to  receive  it  from  Jefus  Chrift. 

In  hopes  that  God  will  fend  fome  of  thefe  con- 
fiderations  to  your  hearts  with  the  effectual 
working  of  his  grace,  and  ftir  up  in  you  this 
good  defire,  I  proceed  to  apply  what  has  been 
faid  to  them,  who  have  already  this  defire. 
Reader  is  this  thy  cafe  ?  Hail  thou  been  deeply 
convinced  of  thy  finful  and  dead  ftate  by  nature, 
and  haft  thou  been  led  to  feek  life  from  the  free 
grace  of  the  Lord  of  life,  and  art  thou  now  wait- 
ing for  it  in  his  appointed  ways  and  means  ?  -If 

this 
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this  be  thy  ftate,  thou  art  fafe.  Thou  art  invit- 
ed, and  thou  wilt  be  a  welcome  gueft  at  the 
Lord's  table.  Whoever  is  awakened,  and  finds 
his  - foul  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and  is 
hungering  and  thirfting  for  that  fpiritual  life, 
which  was  purchafed  for  him  by  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chrift ;  he  will  attend  upon  this  holy 
ordinance.  Come,  my  brother,  with  full  truft 
and  confidence  to  this  fpiritual  and  heavenly 
feaft.  Lift  up  thine  heart  to  God  in  prayer,  and 
defire  thou  mayeft  find  his  pre  fence  in  his  own 
ordinance.  Be  encouraged  from  the  experience 
of  others,  who  went  hungering  and  thirfting  as 
thou  doft,  and  he  fent  them  away  filled  with 
good  things.  Oh  !  that  their  cafe  may  be  thine, 
and  foon,  that  thou  mayeft  find  grace  to  enable 
thee  to  live  a  life  of  holinefs,  to  the  glory  of  thy 
redeeming  God.  And  to  them  who  have  receiv- 
ed fpiritual  life  from  Chrift,  through  faith,  1 
make  my  laft  application. 

My  Chriftian  brethren,  I  need  not  try  to  ftir 
you  up  to  a  frequent  attendance  at  the  Lord's 
table.  The  many  fweet  and  refrefhing  feafons, 
which  you  have  enjoyed  there,  weigh  more  with 
you  than  a  thoufand  arguments.  Let  me  only 
remind  you  of  the  dignity  of  thefe  holy  myfte- 
ries.  Here  are  the  figns  of  Chrift's  body  and 
blood,  and  the  feals  of  the  life  which  we 
receive  from  Chrift's  body  and  blood,  in  this 
world  and  in  the  next.  The  faithful  now  receive 

with 
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\mi1i  the  elements  that  fpiritual  and  divine 
life  from  Chrift,  which  they  are  to  receive 
from  him  in  heaven :  for  here  is  the  bread 
which  he  brought  down  with  him  from  heaven,  and 
the  hidden  manna,  with  which  he  has  promifed  to 
feed  them,  that  overcome,  for  ever  and  ever ;  and  for 
thefe  reafons  faith  fets  an  high  value  upon  the 
inftituted  figns  of  fpiritual  life,  becaufe  it  receives 
under  them  the  thing  fignified.  Raife  your  de- 
votion from  this  confideration.  Go  with  humi- 
lity to  receive  the  figns  and  feals  of  your  fpiri- 
tual and  divine  life :  and  may  the  Lord  Jefus  be 
with  you  at  his  own  table.  May  his  good  fpirit 
prepare  us  all  to  communicate  worthily,  that  we 
may  fpiritually  eat  the  flefh  of  Chrift,  and  drink 
his  blood  ;  that  we  may  dwell  in  Chrift,  and 
Chrift  in  us  ;  that  we  may  be  one  with  Chrift, 
and  Chrift  with  us ;  and  being  thus  united,  may 
the  body  and  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  preferve  our 
bodies  and  fouls  unto  everlafting  life.  So  be  it 
Lord  Jefus.    Amen,  and  Amen. 


Vol  II. 


B  b 


A 

SEASONABLE  ANTIDOTE 


AGAINST 

POPERY. 


'  IN  A 

DIALOGUE 

UPON 

JUSTIFICATION. 


BONA   OPt  Jt  A    HOK    PR-tCtDUNT  JUS  T  I  F I  C  A  HD  U  M,  tZO 
SEQUUNTUR  JUSTIHCATUM. 


PREFACE. 


THE  papifts  have  their  emiffaries  every 
where,  and  they  are  vaftly  bufy  at  pre- 
fent.  They  have  more  intereft  in  this 
kingdom,  and  their  doctrines  have  more 
advocates,  than  people  imagine.  Some 
of  their  pretended  enemies  are  their  beft 
friends,  and  do  them  the  greateft  fervice. 
While  they  cry  out,  popery,  popery,  and 
would  make  men  believe  that  they  are  no 
papifts,  they  maintain  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  church  of  Rome.  Thefe 
were  maintained  openly  in  a  little  piece 
lately  printed  at  Briftol,  in  defence  of 
the  popifti  doctrine  of  juftification  by 

works. 
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works.  It  was  given  out  gratis,  and 
made  fome  noife.  Reader,  thou  haft  here 
a  faithful  copy  of  this  choice  perform- 
ance :  That  the  author  of  it  might  have  no 
reafon  to  complain  of  his  meaning  being 
mifreprefented,  his  words  tortured,  his 
fcope  and  defign  perverted,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  give  thee  his  words  at  full 
length.  Here  they  are.  Read  and  ad- 
mire. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  parilh  of  St. 
S  in  the  city  of  Briftol,  this 

little  paper  (drawn  up  with  a  view 
towards  the  prevention  or  removal  of 
dangerous  errors, — the  taking  away 
of  the  groundlefs  prefumptions  of 
fome, — The  clearing  up  the  unnecef- 
fary  doubts  and  fcruples  of  others, — 
but  at  the  fame  time,  towards  excit- 
ing the  ferious  attention  of  all,  and 
keeping  their  confciences  awake  as  to 
real  duties)  is  raoft  humbly  addrefled 
by  their  faithful  paftor, 

J  H  T  R. 
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A  fhort  and  familiar  way  of  explaining 
the  important  doctrine  of  juilification, 
and  the  points  dependent  on  it,  agree- 
ably to  fcripture  and  the  church  of 
England. 

Juftification  is  a  law  term  derived  from 
judicial  proceedings,  and  is  oppofed  to 
condemnation.  When  applied  to  perfons 
in  this  life,  it  anticipates  the  idea  of  a 
day  of  judgment,  and  declares  the  happy 
hTue  of  a  certain  procefs  fuppofed  to  be 
carried  on  in  the  court  of  confcience 
between  God  and  the  foul. 

This  being  the  cafe,  when  a  perfon  is 
brought  to  the  bar,  and  acquitted  by  his 
judge,  he  is  thenfaid  to  bejuftified;  That 
is,  he  is  declared  to  be  juft  or  innocent 
in  regard  to  the  charge  laid  againft  him. 
But  there  is  this  circumftance  in  the 
Chriftian,  wherein  it  differs  from  all 
other  juftifications,  viz.  That  the  juftified 
perfon  is  not  only  acquitted  but  re- 
warded ;  and  this  reward  is  an  eternal 
weight  of  glory. 

Therefore  take  notice,  That  the  firft 
indictment  brought  againft  you  in  the 

court 
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court  of  conference  is, — That  you  have 
finned,  and  thereby  broke  the  law  of 
God :  And  againft  this  indictment  you 
can  make  no  defence,  but  muft  be  in- 
fallibly caft,  and  condemned.  For  all 
the  world  are  become  guilty;  all  having 
finned,  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of 
God.  But  Chrift's  merits  are  here  plead- 
able in  arreft  of  judgment.  For  when 
you  can  make  no  defence  of  your  own, 
and  would  otherwife  be  necefTarily  con- 
demned, you  can  plead  the  merits  of 
your  faviour  ;  and  afifert,  That,  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  covenant  of  works,  or  the 
covenant  of  a  never-failing  obedience, 
you  are  freed  from  the  curfe  and  fen- 
tence  attending  the  breach  of  it,  by  the 
mediation  of  Chrift,  and  the  imputation 
of  his  righteoufnefs.  You  can  affert  alio, 
That  this  mediation,  and  thefe  merits 
have  obtained  for  you  a  covenant  of 
better  hopes,  one  more  gracious  in  its 
nature,  being  attended  with  the  affiftance 
of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  upon  all  ac- 
counts more  eafy  for  you  to  perform, 
viz.  The  covenant  of  faith  and  repent- 
ance ;  to  the  performance  of  which  a 
5  free 
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free  promife  of  immortal  happinefs  is 
annexed. 

The  man  is  therefore  brought  to  the 
bar  a  fecond  time;  and  is  then  to  be 
tried  upon  the  terms  of  this  new  and 
better  covenant,  viz.  Whether  he  has 
fo  co-operated  with  divine  grace,  and 
fo  improved  his  talent,  as  to  have  re- 
pentance and  prefent  obedience  towards 
God,  and  faith  and  gratitude  towards 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. — If  he  has  thefe 
qualifications,  his  plea  is  allowed  of,  his 
perlbn  accepted,  and  he  is  juftified  :  So 
that  were  he  to  die  that  moment,  he 
would  be  fecure  in  the  inheritance  of 
eternal  glory.  But  if  he  is  found  deftitute 
of  true  faith  and  fincere  repentance,  his 
mouth  is  flopped,  and  he  has  no  plea  to 
make,  nor  apology  to  offer. — As  Lo  the 
facrifice  and  fatisfa£t,ion  of  Chrift,  his 
merits,  his  obedience,  or  imputed  righte- 
oufnefs;  the  confederation  of  them  will 
only  ferve  to  aggravate  his  guilt,  and 
increafe  his  punifhment,  inftead  of  lef- 
iening  them;  becaufe  thefe  things  were 
never  intended  to  fuperfede  the  neceflity 
of  repentance  and  a  return  to  obedience, 

but, 
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but,  on  the  contrary,  to  make  this  re- 
pentance and  this  return  to  duty  become 
valid  and  acceptable  in  the  fight  of 
God ;  and  to  purchafe  for  them  that  re- 
ward of  immortal  happinefs,  to  which  the 
moft  perfect  obedience  (fuppofing  fuch 
an  obedience  poffible)  could  have  no  right 
or  claim,  without  the  free  promifes  of 
God  in  Chrift. 

To  fay  more  than  this  concerning  the 
effects  of  Chrift's  imputed  merits  is  blaf- 
phemous  Antinomianifm ;  which  opens  a 
door  for  all  manner  of  fin  and  wicked- 
nefs,  by  taking  away  the  necefTity  of  per- 
fonal  virtue  and  inherent  holinefs,  and 
by  making  the  imaginary  transfer  of 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  to  ferve  as  a  cloak 
for  the  unrighteoufnefs  of  mankind. 

To  fay  lefs  is  Socianifm  (but  one  re- 
move from  modern  deifm)  which  de- 
ftroys  the  idea  of  a  Saviour  and  redeemer, 
and  finks  the  Chriftian  covenant  of  grace 
and  mercy  into  a  mere  fyftem  of  moral 
duties. — 

Between  both  thefe  extremes  lies  that 
happy,  gofpel  medium,  which  difplays 
the  mercy  of  God  to  the  returning  and 

repenting 
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repenting  finner,  and  his  juftice  on  the 
impenitent  and  incorrigible. 

Hence  therefore  a  rational  and  fcriptural 
evidence  of  your  justification  ;  hence  a 
genuine  and  authentic  proof  of  your  be- 
ing a  new  creature;  and  the  proper, 
never-failing  credential,  that  the  fpirit 
of  God  dwelleth  in  you :  For,  if  you 
have  true  faith,  and  fincere  repentance, 
you  want  no  other  figns  or  evidences. 
But  if  you  have  not  thefe, — To  pretend 
to  any  other  afturances,  tokens,  feelings, 
or  experiences,  is  vain  and  delufive. 

Hear  therefore  the  judicious  decifion 
of  our  excellent  church,  as  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  whole  matter,—"  Oh,  but 
"  how  fhall  I  know  that  the  Holy  Ghoft 

is  within  me  r  Some  man  perchance 
"  will  fay : — Forfooth,  as  the  tree  is 
"  known  by  his  fruit,  fo  is  alfo  the  Holy 
«  Ghoft.  The  fruits  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
"  (according  to  the  mind  of  St.  Paul) 
"  are  thefe,  love,  joy,  peace,  long-fuf- 
"  fering,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faithful- 
"  nefs,  meeknefs,  temperance,  &c.  Con- 
"  trariwife,  the  deeds  of  the  flelh  are 
"  thefe,  adultery,  fornication,  unclean- 

"  nefs, 
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"  nefs,  wantonnefs,  idolatry,  witchcraft, 
"  hatred,  debate,  emulation,  wrath,  con- 
"  tenfion,  fedition,  herefy,  envy,  mur- 
"  der,  drunkennefs,  gluttony,  and  fuch 

"  like.  (fcf*  Here  is  now  that  glafs, 

"  wherein  thou  mult  behold  thyfelf,  and 
"  difcern,  whether  thou  have  the  Holy 
"  Ghoft  within  thee,  or  the  fpirit  of  the 
"  flefh.  If  thou  fee,  that  thy  works  be 
"  virtuous  and  good,  confonant  to  the 
"  prefcript  rule  of  God's  Word,  favour- 
ing  and  tailing  not  of  the  flefh,  but 
"  of  the  fpirit ;  then  allure  thyfelf,  that 
"  thou  art  endued  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  : 
"  Otherwife  in  thinking  well  of  thyfelf, 
"  thou  doll  nothing  elfe  but  deceive  thy- 
"  felf."  (The  firft  part  of  the  Horn,  on 
Whitfunday.) 


This  is  the  extraordinary  piece,  which 
gave  occafion  to  the  following  dialogue. 


A 

DIALOGUE 

CONCERNING 

JUSTIFICATION. 


Be  never.  Mow  do  you  do,  my  dear  Sir  ?  You 
are  welcome  to  town.  How  did  you  leave  all 
friends  at  Briftol  ? 

Enquirer.  Sir,  I  thank  you.  I  left  them  all 
well. 

Bel.  Pray,  do  you  bring  us  any  good  news 
from  thence  ? 

Enq.  We  have  nothing  very  particular  at 
prefent,  except  that  religion  is  more  talked  of 
than  any  other  topic,  and  we  have  had  fome  ftir 
about  a  little  piece  printed  by  our  minifter  upon 
Juftification. 

Bel.  I  fuppofe  you  mean  "  The  fliort  and 
"  familiar  way  of  explaining  the  important 
"  Do£irine  of  Juftification,"  which  you  fent  me 
up  ? 

Enq. 
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Enq.  Yes.  That  is  it,  and  have  you  read  it 
carefully,  as  I  defired  you  ? 

Bel.  Yes,  Sir,  at  your  requeft  I  have  read  it 
over  feveral  times. 

Enq.  And  what  is  your  opinion  of  it  ? 

Bel.  It  is  indeed  fhort,  but  far  from  being 
familiar,  and  inftead  of  explaining  from  fcripture 
this  important  doctrine,  he  leaves  fcripture  quite 
out  of  the  queftion,  leaves  the  church  of 
England,  and  all  the  Proteflant  churches,  and 
choofes  to  go  to  the  church  of  Rome  for  his  ac- 
count of  juftification. 

Enq.  Although  this  be  a  very  heavy  charge 
againft  my  Dr.  yet  I  dare  fay  you  would  not  lay 
it,  unlefs  you  could  make  it  good. 

Bel.  You  know  that  my  charge  is  not  againft 
the  man,  but  againft  his  tenets  :  For  I  never  faw 
Dr.  T.  in  my  life. 

Enq.  True  !  But  are  you  not  too  fharp  and 
fevere  in  fuppofing  him  to  be  a  Papift  ?  I  know 
the  man.  and  he  cries  out  againft  popery  as  much 
as  you  can  do. 

Bel.  Does  he  indeed  r  Then  I  am  fure  he 
does  not  know  what  popery  is  ;  for  he  is  an 
open  defender  of  its  fundamental  doctrine. 

Enq.  How  do  you  prove  that  ? 

Bel.  Why  !  From  this  very  paper  of  his.  He 
here  maintains  juftification  by  works,  which  is 
the  grand  herefy  of  the  Papifts,  and  from  which 
their  moft  dangerous  errors  are  derived,  and  he 
denies  that  juftification  is  by  faith  only,  which 

all 
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all  found  Proteftants  maintain,  and  therefore  he 
cannot  be  a  Proteftant. 

All  Proteftants  hold  j unification  to  be  by  faith 
only,  but  Dr.  T.  holds  juftification  to  be  by 
works,  therefore  he  is  not  a  Proteftant. 

And  he  muft  be  a  Papift,  becaufe  the  grand 
herefy  of  popery  confifts  in  holding  juftification 
to  be  by  works,  and  Dr.  T.  holds  juftification 
to  be  by  works,  therefore  he  is  in  the  grand 
herefy  of  popery  ? 

Enq.  But  from  whence  does  it  appear,  that 
Dr.  T.  holds  juftification  by  works  ? 

Bel.  It  appears  from  the  general  fcope  and 
defign  of  this  little  tra£t,  in  which  he  fets  out  at 
firft  tolerably  well,  and  until  he  comes  near  the 
end  of  his  third  paragraph  there  is  fomething 
like  the  truth,  but  he  begins  to  lofe  fight  of  it, 
when  he  talks  *'  of  Chrift's  having  obtained 
"  for  us  a  covenant  of  better  hopes,  and  that 
"  faith  and  repentance  are  the  terms  of  this 
"  covenant." 

Enq.  And  are  they  not? 

Bel.  No.  The  fcripture  confiders  faith  and 
repentance  as  the  privileges  and  free-gifts  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  which  the  Dr.  miftakes  for 
terms  and  conditions.  And  this  miftake  runs 
throughout.  He  all  along  fuppofes  the  graces 
of  the  covenant  to  be  the  terms,  and  its  free 
gifts  and  privileges  the  conditions  of  it ;  which 
is  downright  popery. 

3  Enl' 
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Enq.  Do  you  take  the  gofpel  then  to  be  a 
revelation  of  grace  and  mercy,  and  not  a  pro- 
pofal  of  a  covenant  of  terms  and  conditions? 

Bel.  I  take  the  gofpel  to  be  glad  tidings  of 
falvation  for  poor  Tinners,  informing  them  what 
Chrift  hath  done  for  their  falvation,  and  how  by 
the  obediehcc  of  his  life,  and  by  the  facrifke  of 
his  death,  he  made  a  full  atonement  for  fin, 
and  brought  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs ;  and 
mewing  how  the  free  grace  of  God  applies  to 
them  the  benefits  of  Chrift's  atonement  and 
righteoufnefs,  namely,  by  the  Holy  Spirit'^  work- 
ing in  them  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  By  the  gift  of  repent- 
ance they  are  turned  unto  God,  and  under  a  fenfe 
of  their  fallen,  /inful  and  miferable  ftate,  as 
tranfgreflbrs  of  his  holy  and  righteous  law,  each 
of  them  is  conftrained  to  cry  out,  "  God  be 
"  merciful  unto  me  a  finner."  And  to  alleviate 
their  diftrefs  and  to  bring  peace  and  comfort  to 
their  fouls,  they  are  enabled  by  faith,  which  is 
alfo  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  truft  in,  and 
to  plead  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  only,  who  is 
of  God  made  unto  them  wifdom,  righteoufnefs, 
fanctification,  and  redemption.  And  hereby  the 
Believer  is  entitled  to  immortal  happinefs,  on 
account  of  what  Chrift  hath  done  for  him,  the 
comfort  of  which  he  enjoys  by  what  the  Holy 
Spirit  hath  wrought  in  him,  viz.  a  believing 
apprchenfion  and  conviction  that  he  has  an  in- 

tereft 
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tereft  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  God-man. 
This  is  I  think  the  true  gofpd  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
which  is  evidently  no  covenant  of  faith  and 
repentance,  but  a  revelation  of  grace  and  mercy, 
and  in  which  we  have  the  free  promifes  of  eternal 
life,  but  not  annexed  to  the  performance  of 
faith  and  repentance,  as  works  of  man,  or  the 
terms  or  conditions  of  the  covenant,  but  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  the  perfect  obedience,  and 
full  fatisfaction  he  hath  made  for  fin  :  For  the 
gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord. 

Enq..  I  fee  how  widely  different  your  view  of 
the  gofpel  is  from  the  Dr.'s.  He  abfolutely  in- 
fifts  upon  there  being  fome  terms  or  conditions 
of  juftification  :  Whereas,  if  I  underftand  you 
right,  there  are  none. 

Bel.  The  gofpel  has  mentioned  none.  "  Do 
"  this  and  thou  (halt  live"  is  the  language  of  the 
law  :  Here  life  is  promifed  upon  the  terms  of 
obedience.  Whereas  in  the  gofpel,  life  is  pur- 
chafed  for  us  by  Chrift,  and  alfo  all  the  gofpel 
promifes  are  freely  made  through  him,  and  all 
the  gofpel  graces  are  freely  given  through  him, 
not  to  be  received  upon  the  performance  of  any 
previous  terms  or  works,  but  freely  given  by  the 
mere  grace  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 

And  the  Dr.  ftrangely  errs,  not  knowing  the 
fcriptures,  when  he  talks  of  faith  and  repentance 
as  terms :  For  I  fuppofe  he  means  by  terms,  the 

Vol.  IL  C  c  conditions 
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conditions  upon  the  performance  of  which  we 


are  jaftified  :  But  that  which  is  promifed  „ 
free-gift  cannot  be  received  upon  the  perform- 
ance  of  any  terms  or  conditions  ,  and  Juftifica- 
tion  itfelf,  as  well  as  faith  and  repentance,  are 
promifed  in  fcripture  as  free-gifts,  confequently 
they  are  not  to  be  received  upon  the  performance 
of  any  terms  or  conditions. 

You  may  read  Rom.  v.  x6,  18.  that  juftifica- 
tion  is  the  free-gift  of  God.  So  is  Faith, 
Eph.  ii.  8.  It  is  the  gift  of  God,  wrought  in  the 
heart  by  his  operation,  and  one  of  the  fruits  of 
his  good  Spirit.  So  likewife  is  repentance, 
Aasv.  3r.  God  hath  exalted  Jefus  with  his 
right  hand,  to  be  a  prince  and  a  Saviour,  for  to 
give  repentance.  Now  fince  faith  and  repent- 
ance arc  the  free-gifts  of  God,  how  can  they  be 
the  terms  or  conditions  of  our  juftification?  How 
can  they  be  conditions  to  qualify  us  to  receive 
what  God  gives  freely,  and  according  to  the 
pleafure  of  his  own  will?  Can  you  reconcile  this 
difficulty  ?  How  can  God  give  that  freely,  which 
he  does  nor  give  but  upon  certain  terms  or  con- 
ditions ? 

Euq.  But  is  it  not  a  very  common  cxpreilion 
among  divines,  the  terms  of  acceptance  ?  I  think 
1  have  feen  a  celebrated  book  with  that  title. 

Bel.  You  will  neither  find  the  exprcflion  nor 
the  do&rine  in  fcripture,  but  in  direct  oppolition 
to  both,  the  fcripture  fays,  "  We  are  accepted 
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M  in  the  beloved,"  and  again,  "  we  are  juftified 
"  freely  by  grace  through  the  redemption  that 
"  is  in  Chrift  Jefus."  Here  we  are  faid  to 
be  accepted  in  Chrift  without  any  terms  or  con- 
ditions of  our  own  fulfilling.  And  is  it  not  a  pal- 
pable contradiction,  to  fay  that  we  are  juftified 
freely  by  grace,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  upon 
certain  terms  or  conditions  ? 

Enq.  But  are  there  no  terms  of  acceptance  ? 

Bel.  You  hear  what  the  fcripture  fays,  "  We 
rt  are  accepted  in  the  beloved." 

Enq.  What !  without  any  terms  ? 
..   Bel.  Yes,  without  any  terms  to  be  previoufly 
performed  by  us  to  qualify  us  for  Acceptance. 

Enq.  But  how  then  am  I  to  underftand  the  Dr. 
for  he  fays,  "  the  man  is  therefore  brought  to 
"  the  bar  a  fecond  time,  and  is  then  to  be  tried 
"  upon  the  terms  of  this  new  and  better  covenant, 
"  viz.  whether  he  has  fo  co-operated  with  divine 
"  grace,  and  fo  improved  his  talent,  as  to  have 
"  repentance  and  prefent  obedience  towards 
"  God,  and  faith  and  gratitude  towards  our  Lord 
"  Jefus  Chrift, — If  he  has  thefc  qualifications, 
"  his  plea  is  allowed  of,  his  perfon  accepted, 
"  and  he  is  juftified."  What  am  I  to  think  of 
thefe  words  ? 

Bel.  You  are  to  think  that  they  contain  the 
grand  herefy  of  the  Papifts,  and  they  ftate  it  as 
learly  as  any  Dr.  of  the  Sorbonnc  could  have 
done.  For 
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Firft,  Here  we  have  a  man  brought  to  the* 
bar. 

Second,  His  trial  is  put  upon  this  iflue — Has 
he  fo  co-operated  with  divine  grace,  and  fo 
improved  his  talent,  as  to  have  repentance  and 
faith,  prefent  obedience  and  gratitude  ? 

Third,  If  he  has  thefe  qualifications,  and  good 
works,  then  he  is  juftified,  but 

Fourth,  As  the  Dr.  adds,  "  if  he  is  found 
"  deftitute  of  true  faith  and  fincere  repentance, 
"  his  mouth  is  flopped,  and  he  has  no  plea  to 
"  make,  nor  apology  to  offer :"  From  whence  it 
follows, 

Fifth,  That  no  man  is  juftified  without  thefe 
qualifications  and  good  works,  they  mud  go 
before  his  juftification.  All  this  is  downright 
popery.  It  is  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
fcripturc,  contrary  to  the  doctrines  of  the  church 
of  England,  and  contrary  to  the  Dr.'s  own 
oaths  and  fubfcriptions. 

Enq.  Not  fo  faft,  my  dear  friend.  You  charge 
too  high.  I  fee  indeed,  that  the  Dr.  does  require 
thefe  qualifications  beforehand,  as  previoufiy 
neceftary  to  juftification,  but  how  do  you  prove 
this  to  be  unfcriptural  ? 

Bel.  I  might  prove  it  from  the  general  fcope 
and  defign  of  the  facred  volume,  which  is  to 
^irecl  finners  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  God- 
man  Chrift  Jefus  for  juftification,  but  I  refer  you 
to  the  Epiftles  to  the  Romans,  and  to  the  Gala- 
4  tians 
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firms,  which  were  written  to  eftablifh  this  truth, 
that  "  a  man  is  not  juftified  by  the  works  of  the 
"  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Chrift,"  Gal.  ii.  16. 
which  excludes  all  qualifications  and  works. 
Rom.  iii.  24.  God  declares,  "  we  are  juftified 
"  freely  by  his  grace,  and  if  by  grace,  then  it  is 
*f  no  more  of  works,  otherwife  grace  is  no  more 
"  grace." 

Again,  we  read  Rom.  iv.  5.  "  To  him  that 
«  worketh  not,  but  bclieveth  on  him  that  jufti- 
"  fieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for 
"  righteoufnefs."  Obferve  how  widely  St.  Paul 
differs  from  Dr.  T, 

Dr.  T.  fays  a  man  is  not  juftified  without 
certain  works  and  qualifications : 

St.  Paul  fays,  "  he  is  juftified  that  worketh 
"  not." 

Dr.  T.  teaches  that  a  man  is  not  juftified, 
unlefs  he  firft  have  faith  and  obedience ; 

St.  Paul  afferts,  that  God  juftifieth  the  ungod- 
ly. What  faith  and  obedience  has  an  ungodly 
perfon  ? 

St.  Paul  fends  finners  to  Chrift  for  right- 
eoufnefs, that  they  may  be  made  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  God  in  him  ;  but 

Dr.  T.  fends  them  to  their  own  qualifications 
and  works,  without  which  they  cannot  be  made 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  Chrift. 

Moreover  St.  Paul  fays,  Rom.  iv.  6.  "  God 
"  imputeth  righteoufneis  without  works." 

Dr. 
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Dr.  T.  denies  it,  and  maintains,  that  God  im- 
puteth  not  righteoufnefs  unlefs  there  be  works 
and  qualifications  going  before.  Now  what  do 
you  think  of  thefe  fcriptures  ?  Do  they  not  en- 
tirely overthrow  Dr.  T's  notion  of  juftification  ? 

Enq.  Indeed  they  appear  to  me  in  a  ftronger 
light,  than  ever  I  faw  them  in  before  ;  but  what 
do  you  think  of  the  perfon,  who  is  tried  and  caft 
for  want  of  qualifications  ? 

Bel.  I  fuppofe  you  refer  to  this  paflage,  "  But 
"  if  he  is  found  dcflitute  of  true  faith  and  fin- 
"  cere  repentance  his  mouth  is  flopped,  and  he 
f*  has  no'  plea  to  make,  nor  apology  to  offer." 
How  widely  different  is  this  from  the  fcripture 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  which  reprefents  the  perfons 
who  are  to  be  j unified  freely,  as  "  ungodlv, 
f*  as  working  not,  as  found  to  be  finncrs  while 
"  they  are  feeking  to  be  juitified."  Whereas 
Dr.  T.  makes  them  faints,  before  they  are  jufti- 
fied.  They  have  repentance,  obedience,  faith, 
and  Gratitude,  and  upon  pleading  thefe  qualifi- 
cations they  are  pronounced  to  be  righteous  in 
themfelves,  and  are  juftified.  How  oppofite  is 
this  to  the  fcripture  doctrine,  which  teaches  us 
that  we  unrighteous  finners  are  made  the  righte- 
oufnefs of  God  in  Chrift  ;  but  how  exactly 
agreeable  is  it  to  the  fentiments  of  the  Pa- 
pifls  ? 

Enq.  You  are  ftill  harping  upon  that  ftring.  I 
tell  you  again,  that  Dr.  T.  is  a  bitter  enemy  to 
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popery,  and  a  found  friend  to  the  church  of 
England. 

Bel.  He  may  call  himfelf  fo,  but  he  and  the 
church  of  England  are  as  wide  as  the  Eaft  is 
from  the  Weft.  Her  doctrine  is  founded  upon 
an  old  maxim,  namely,  That  good  works  do  not 
go  before  in  the  perfon  who  is  to  be  juilified,  but 
follow  the  perfon  being  juftified.  Bona  opera  non 
pracedmt  jujlificandum,  fed  jcqmmtur  jufiificatum. 
Dr.  T.  makes  them  go  before,  and  thereby  for- 
gets what  he  once  fet  his  hand  to,  viz.  the  13th 

Article,   the   title  of  which  is  this  *  Of 

"  Works  before  Judication."  "  Works  done 
"  before  the  grace  of  Chrift,  and  the  infpiration 
"  of  his  Spirit,  are  not  pleafant  to  God,  forafmuch 
"  as  they  fpring  not  of  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  nci- 
"  ther  do  they  make  men  meet  to  receive  grace, 
"  or  as  the  fchool  authors  fay,  deferve  grace  of 
"  congruity  ;  yea,  rather  for  that  they  are  not 
"  done  as  God  hath  willed  and  commanded  them 
"  to  be  done,  we  doubt  not  but  they  have  the 
"  nature  of  lin." 

Compare  Dr.  T's  paper  with  this  article,  and 
you  will  fee  that  they  are  diametrically  oppofite. 
The  article  fays — Works  done  before  j unifi- 
cation,have  in  them  the  nature  of  lin,  the  Dr.oncc 
fet  his  hand  to  this  doctrine,  but  now  he  writes 
againft  it,  and  fays,  that  they  have  in  them  the 
nature  of  merit,  for  they  are  qualifications  indif- 
penfably  neccflary  to  juftification.    Let  a  whole 
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college  of  Jefuits  reconcile  thefe  contradictions 
if  they  can. 

Enq.  Truly  I  cannot  fee  how  they  can  be  re* 
concilcd.    But  have  good  works  no  place  in  our 

juftification  ? 

Bel.  No,  none  at  all ;  for  works  done  before 
juftification,  all  Dr.  T's  qualifications  have  in 
them  the  nature  of  fin,  according  to  our  church. 

Enq.  How  am  I  to  underftand  this  doctrine  ? 

Bel.  Hear  what  our  church  fays  of  it  in  the 
fecond  part  of  the  Homily  on  Salvation.  "  The 
*'  true  understanding  of  this  doctrine,  we  be  juf- 
"  tified  freely  by  faith  without  works,  is  not, 

that  this  our  own  aft  to  believe  in  Chrift,  or 
"  this  our  faith  in  Chrift,  which  is  within  us  doth 
"  juftify  us,  and  deferve  our  juftificarion  unto  us 
"  (for  that  were  to  count  ourfelves  to  be  juftified 
"  by  fome  aft  or  virtue  that  is  within  ourfelves) 
*'  but  the  true  underftanding  and  meaning  there- 
"  of  is,  that  although  we  hear  God's  word,  and 
"  believe  it,  although  we  have  faith,  hope, 
"  charity,  repentance,  dread  and  fear  of  God 
"  within  us,  and  do  never  fo  many  works  there- 
"  unto:  Yetwemuft  renounce  the  merit  of  all 
('  our  faid  virtues,  of  faith,  hope,  charity,  and 
<f  all  other  virtues  and  good  deeds,  which  we 
f  either  have  done,  mall  do,  or  can  do,  as  things 
t:  that  be  far  too  weak,  and  infufneient  and  im- 
5*  perfeft,  to  deferve  remilTion  of  our  fins,  and 
c{  our  juftification."    Is  not  the  meaning  of  thefe 

words 
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words  very  plain  and  clear,  and  what  can  the 
Dr.  object  to  them?  If  he  denies  their  authority, 
what  becomes  of  his  oaths  and  fubferiptions  ? 
If  he  allows  of  it,  how  can  he  infift  upon  faith, 
repentance,  &c.  as  qualifications  requifite  to  our 
juftification,  after  the  church  has  abfolutely  ex- 
cluded faith  and  repentance  by  name,  and  all 
other  virtues  and  good  deeds  from  defcrving  any 
part  of  our  juftification  ?  How  does  this  reafon- 
ing  appear  to  you  ? 

Enq.  Why  !  really,  it  is  decifive.  I  did  not 
think  you  could  have  brought  fuch  convincing 
proofs,  but  I  am  now  fatisfied  that  our  juftifica- 
tion is  not  from  any  works  which  we  have  done, 
can  do,  or  fhall  do  ;  yet  there  is  a  difficulty  ftill 
flicks  with  me. 

Bel.  Pray  what  is  it  ? 

Enq.  It  is  this.  Does  not  your  doctrine  of 
juftification  fupercede  the  neceffity  of  repent- 
ance and  return  to  obedience,  as  the  Dr.  expreffes 
himfelf  ? 

Bel.  Don't  call  it  my  doc'trine.  It  is  the  doc- 
trine of  fcripturc,  and  of  the  church  of  England  : 
For  you  know  we  are  taught,  that  Chrift  was 
exalted  to  be  a  prince  and  a  faviour  for  to  give 
faith  and  repentance,  even  that  faith  which 
workefh  by  love  ;  and  how  then  can  this  doctrine 
fupercede  the  neceffity  of  faith,  repentance,  and 
return  to  duty,  fince  Chrift  always  gives  thefe 
Graces  to  thofe  perfons  whom  he  juftifies? 

Enq. 


4-OZ  SEASONABLE  ANTIDOTE 

Enq.  But  certainly  this  doctrine  does  fuper- 
cede  the  neceffity  of  repentance  and  return  to 
duty. 

Bel.  No,  far  from  it.  It  only  fupercedes  them 
as  qualifications  for  our  being  juftified  :  For  the 
fcripture  and  our  church  allow  of  no  qualifica- 
tions or  conditions.  And  the  Dr.  without  in- 
tending it,  has  fallen  into  their  opinion  ;  for  in 
direct,  contradiction  to  what  he  had  been  main- 
taining, he  fays,  "  That  the  imputed  righteouf- 
"  nefs  of  Chrift,  was  to  make  repentance  and 
ie  this  return  to  duty,  become  valid  and  accept- 
"  able  in  the  fight  of  God  •"  from  whence  I 
argue  upon  his  principles,  that  without  this 
imputed  righteoufnefs  they  would  not  be  valid 
nor  acceptable,  and  if  not  valid  nor  acceptable, 
how  could  they  be  neceflary  qualifications  for 
our  juftification  ?  How  could  that  make  us  ac- 
cepted, which  was  itfelf  not  acceptable  ?  So 

that  here  we  have  J  h  againft  T  r 

boldly  contradicting  him  to  Ills  face.  - 

Enq.  Surely  you  muft  mifreprefent  the  Doctor. 

Bel.  No,  my  good  friend,  I  do  not.  Look  at 
the  paper.  See,  here  are  the  very  words.  Read 
them  over. 

.  Enq.  Well,  I  proteft,  I  could  not  have  thought 
Dr.  T.  would  have  contradicted  himfelf  in  fuch 
a  palpable  manner.    I'm  forry  for  him. 

Bel.  Sorry  !  Ay  fo  you  ought.  If  you  are  forry 
for  his  falfe  reafoning,  how  lincerely  forry  lhould 

you 
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you  be  for  his  falfe  doctrine  ?  For  the  fcripture 
teaches,  that  our  perfons  are  juftified,  and  the 
church  afferts  that  we  are  accounted  righteous, 
through  the  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift.  But  Dr.  T.  afiigns  the  obedience,  facri- 
fice,  fatisfacrion,  and  imputed  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  no  other  place  than  to  make  our  works 
valid  and  acceptable,  and  to  purchafe  for 
THEM — (what !  for  righteoufnefs  and  return  to 
duty  ?  Yes,  for  I  find  no  other  cafe  to  agree)  the 
reward  of  immortal  happinefs.  I  could  never 
find  in  fcripture,  that  all  that  Chrift  did  and 
fuffered,  was  to  make  our  repentance,  and  return 
to  duty,  valid  and  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God, 
or  that  he  came  into  the  world  to  purchafe  the 
reward  of  immortal  happinefs  for  repentance 
and  return  to  duty ;  but  I  read  often  of  his 
giving  himfelf  for  finncrs,  of  his  dying  to  atone 
for  fin,  and  of  his  purchaling  eternal  life  for  them 
that  were  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins.  Can  you 
reconcile  this  with  the  Dr.'s  notion  of  Chiift's 
righteoufnefs  making  our  obedience  and  return 
to  duty  valid  and  acceptable  ? 

Euq.  No,  indeed,  I  cannot,  and  am  forry  the 
Dr.  fhould  maintain  things  fo  abfurd  and  un- 
fcriptural. 

Bel.  I  am  glad  you  are  already  forry  for  him, 
you  will  have  more  reafon,  when  I  come  to  his 
next  paragraph.  There  he  affirms — "  that  to 
f  fay  more  than  this  concerning  the  effects  of 

"  Chrift's 
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"  Chrift's  imputed  merits  ;  to  fay  more  than  that 
"  our  good  works  quaJifyus  to  receive  Chrift's  im- 
"  puted  merits  is,  he  fays,  blafphemous  Anti- 
"  nomianifm."  But  the  fcripture  and  our  church 
fay  more,  therefore  the  Dr.  calls  the  fcripture, 
and  our  church,  blafphemous  Antinomians,  and 
he  fays  their  do&rine  "  opens  a  door  for  all 
<c  manner  of  fin  and  wickednefs,  by  taking  away 
"  the  neccflity  of  perfonal  virtue  and  inherent 
**  holinefs."  The  fcripture  abhors  the  Dr.'s 
charge,  What !  fliall  we  make  Chrift  the  minifter 
of  fin  ?  God  forbid.  Our  church  enters  her 
proteft  in  the  3d  part  of  the  Homily  on  Salva- 
tion, in  thefe  words  :  "  How  can  a  man  have 
w  the  true  faith,  fure  truft  and  confidence  in 
"  God,  that  by  the  merits  of  Chrift  his  fins  be 
**  forgiven,  and  be  reconciled  to  the  favour  of 
"  God,  and  to  be  partaker  of  the  kingdom  of 
"  heaven  by  Chrift,  when  he  Iiveth  ungodly,  and 
"  denieth  Chrift  in  his  deeds  ?"  And  as  to  thefe 
unfcriptural  terms,  perfonal  virtue  and  inherent 
holinefs,  they  are  brought  in  to  be  a  kind  of 
contraft  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  to 
throw  contempt  upon  it.  You  know  my  opinion 
of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  and  you  can  imagine 
how  fenlibly  I  muft  have  been  affected  at  the 
reading  of  the  next  words.  I  declare  my  blood 
3un  cold,  and  I  even  now  fhuddcr  at  the  repeat- 
ing them — Lord  grant  they  may  never  be  laid  to 
the  Dr.'s  charge--"  And  by  making  the  imagi- 

"  nary 
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,c  nary  transfer  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  to  ferve 
*  as  a  cloak  for  the  unrighteoufnefs  of  man- 
"  kind." 

Enq.  My  dear  Sir,  what  offends  you  herein  fo 
mightily  ?  What  neceflity  for  this  great  out- 
cry ? 

Bel.  Don't  you  fee  the  reafon?  Is  not  that 
righteoufnefs  here  trampled  under  foot  as  a  mean 
and  vile  thing,  in  which  the  Lord's  people  here 
below,  and  above,  appear  before  him  without 
fpot  of  fin  unto  falvation  ?  For 

Firft,  It  is  here  aflertcd,  that  to  fay  a  man  is 
juftified  by  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  without  works, 
is  deftroying  pcrfonal  virtue  and  inherent  holi- 
nefs. 

Secondly,  That  the  transfer  of  his  righteoufnefs 
ferves  as  a  cloak  for  the  unrighteoufnefs  of  man- 
kind, and 

Thirdly,  That  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  which  the  Dr.  treated  before  as  a  real 
thing,  he  now  treats  as  an  imaginary  thing. 

Enq.  Does  he  indeed  ?  What  does  he  call 
Chrift's  imputed  righteoufnefs  imaginary  ? 

Bel.  Yes,  he  docs  not  mince  ihe  matter,  but 
treats  it  as  a  fable  ;  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  he 
treats  as  a  mere  imagination.  He  once  indeed 
thought  it  a  real  thing,  and  fet  his  hand 
to  the  truth  of  it,  and  he  ftill  a£ts  in  the  miniftry 
in  confenuence  of  his  fubfeription  to  the  thirty- 
nine 
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nine  articles,  although  he  now  writes  againft  the 
nth,  "  Upon  the  Juftification  of  man,"  which 
fays—"  We  are  accounted  righteous  before  God- 
ONLY,  for  the  merit  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift,  by  faith,  and  not  for  our  own  works 
or  defervings."  What  do  you  think  of  this 
article  ?  Does  it  not  fay  more  than  the  Dr.  does  ? 
And  is  it  then  blafphcmous  Antinomianifm  ?  Is 
it  opening  a  door  to  all  manner  of  fin  and  wick- 
ednefs,  to  fay  that  we  are  accounted  righteous 
ONLY  through  Chrift 's  imputed  righteoufnefs  ? 
Anfwer  me,  my  friend. 

Euq.  Indeed  this  article  has  ftruck  me.  That 
word  ONLY  is  an  anfwer  to  all  the  Dr.s  paper. 
I  now  fee  clearly  the  Dr.  is  in  the  wrong,  and  I 
thank  you  heartily  for  convincing  me  of  it.  I 
understand  how  free  and  full  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  is,  and  that  it  is  imputed  to  the  ungodly, 
who  have  no  qualifications,  no  good  works,  no 
perfonal  virtue,  nor  inherent  holinefs.  And  I 
pray  God,  I  may  be  found  in  Chrift  not  having 
my  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but 
that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith. 

Bel.  I  have  reafon  to  be  thankful  if  my  dif- 
courfe  has  been  of  any  ufe  to  you.  I  have 
fpoken  freely,  and  more  fo,  as  I  know  not  the 
Dr.  and  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  difiike 
to  him.  If  ever  you  fhould  bring  him  into  my. 
company,  I  would  fpeak  more  freely  to  him, 

than 
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than  I  have  of  him  ;  both  for  the  fake  of  his 
own  foul,  and  of  their  fouls  who  are  committed 
to  his  care.  I  doubt  not  but  I  could  convince 
him,  that  his  general  inference,  which  begins 
thus,  "  hence  therefore,  a  rational  and  fcriptural 
"  evidence  of  your  j  unification,  is  neither  ra- 
f£  tional  nor  fcriptural.  If  you  have  true  faith 
"  and  fincere  repentance,  you  want  no  other 
"  figns  or  evidences,  fays  he,  of  your  juftifica- 
"  tion."  Obferve,  this  faith  and  this  repentance 
are  to  go  before  as  qualifications  for  our  being 
juftificd,  and  confidered  in  this  refpett,  our 
church  fays,  they  have  in  them  the  nature  of  fin, 
and  therefore  they  are  no  figns  or  evidences  at  all. 
•*  But  if  you  have  not  thefe"  (as  the  Dr.  adds) 
"  to  pretend  to  any  other  aflurances,  tokens, 
"  feelings,  or  experiences,  is  vain  and  delufive." 
Does  he  know  any  one  who  maintains,  that  a 
man  may  be  in  a  Hate  of  juftification,  and  yet  have 
no  faith  or  repentance  ?  I  do  not  hear  *of  any 
perfon  who  maintains  this ;  but  I  know  fome 
who  talk  of  certain  marks  and  evidences  attend- 
ing true  faith,  which  the  fcripture  has  promifed, 
and  thefe  mud  not  be  difcarded  as  vain  or  delu- 
five :  For  the  fcripture  has  promifed  us  the 
affurancc  of  faith,  as  the  gift  of  God,  and  to  bi* 
wrought  in  us  by  the  operation  of  God,  and 
mentions  the  earneft  or  token  of  the  Spirit,  and 
fpeaks  of  feeling  after  the  Lord  and  finding  him, 
yea3  feeling  in  ourfelves  the  working  of  the  fpirit 

of 
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of  Chrift,  as  our  church  exprefles  it  in  article  tf, 
and  in  another  place,  feeling  our  confciences  at 
peace  with  God  through  remiflion  of  our  fin 
(third  part  of  the  Homily  for  Rogation  Week) 
and  feeling  this  with  fo  much  certainty,  that  we 
can  tell  our  experience  with  David — "  Come 
"  hither,  and  hearken,  all  ye  that  fear  God, 
K  and  I  will  tell  you  what  he  hath  done  for 
"  my  foul."  So  that  we  muft  not  reject  all 
tokens,  feelings,  and  experiences,  as  vain  and 
delufive. 

Enq.  Doubtlefs  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  the 
affurance  of  faith,  and  I  pray  God  I  may 
attain  it. 

Bel.  God  grant  you  may.  And  now  let  me 
afk  you — Docs  it  not  appear  to  you  upon  the 
whole,  that  the  Dr.  was  greatly  miftaken  even  in 
the  very  title  of  his  paper?  for  he  has  been 
eftablilhing  groundlefs  preemptions  in  Head  of 
taking  them  away,  giving  farther  handle  to  un- 
fcriptural  doubts  and  fears,  inftead  of  clearing1 
them  up,  and  lulling  confciences  afleep  upon  the 
fandy  foundation  of  human  righteoufnefs,  inftead 
of  building  upon  Chrift  the  rock  of  ages  for 
righteoufnefs  to  juftificaticn,  and  for  true  holinefs 
of  heart  and  life.  His  notions  are  oppofite  to 
fcripture,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  determina- 
tions of  the  church  of  England,  and  therefore 
they  come  under  one  of  the  marks  of  the  fruits 
of  the  flefli  enumerated  by  St.  Paul,  and  quoted 

by 
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by  the  Dr.  from  the  Homily— namely  HERESY. 
Are  thefe  things  fo  ? 

Enq.  Indeed  they  appear  to  me  with  fiich  full 
conviftion,  that  I  need  not  trouble  you  about  the 
laft  part  of  his  paper:  For  I  now  fee  plain 
enough,  that  his  quotation  from  the  Homily  is 
nothing  to  the  purpofe,  becaufe  it  only  fays,  that 
when  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  within  a  man,  he  will 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  but  the 
Homily  does  not  maintain  with  the  Dr.  that 
thefe  fruits  will  juftify  us. 

Bel.  No,  far  from  it.  The  doctrine  of  the 
Homilies  is  this  : 

The  righteoufnefs  for  which  a  finner  is  ac- 
counted righteous  before  God,  is  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  Jefus  Chrift. 

It  was  not  the  end  of  Chrift's  fulfilling  all 
righteoufnefs  to  make  repentance  and  return  to 
duty  valid  and  acceptable,  nor  yet  to  purchafe 
for  repentance  and  return  to  duty  the  reward  of 
eternal  happinefs  ;  but  he  fulfilled  all  righteouf- 
nefs, that  our  perfons  might  firft  be  made 
righteous,  after  which  our  works  would  be 
acceptable.  And 

Accordingly  we  never  read  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs being  imputed  to  them  who  have  repented 
and  returned  to  duty,  but  it  is  faid  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  ungodly,  to  him  that  worketh  not, 
without  any  qualifications  or  conditions. 

Vol.  II.  Dd  Faith 
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Faith  is  the  hand  which  apprehends,  or  the 
iaftrument  which  applies  Chrift's  imputed  right- 
eoufnefs,  and  thereby  juftifies. 

This  juftifying  faith  is  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

He  gives  us  evidence  of  our  being  juftihed, 
by  bearing  his  tefiimonr  with  our  Spirits,  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God,  and 

By  enabling  us  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit. 

Thefe  fruits  do  not  juftify  us,  but  prove  us  to 
be  juftified,  as  the  fruits  upon  a  tree  don't  make 
it  alive,  but  prove  it  to  be  alive. 

Enq.  I  heartily  aflent  to  thefe  truths,  and  I 
defire  to  experience  the  comfort  of  them  in 
my  own  foul. 

Bel.  I  am  glad  to  leave  you  in  this  fwecf 
frame  of  mind.  I  wilh  all  our  Briftol  friends 
were  in  your  way  of  thinking. 

Enq.  I  promife  you,  it  will  not  be  my  fault, 
if  they  be  not.  I  will  do  my  endeavour  to  con- 
vince them. 

Bel.  I  hope  God  will  profper  your  endea- 
vours, and  give  his  blelYmg  to  your  magiftrates 
and  people ;  may  they  love  Chrift  and  his 
righteoufnefs ;  may  your  clergy,  and  Dr.  T. 
among  the  reft,  preach  Chrift,  and  teach  men 
to  fubmit  to  his  righteoufnefs ;  and  may  Chrift 
pour  his  choiceftbleilings  upon  the  City  of  Briftol, 
that  it  may  be  celebrated  through  the  earth,  for 
the  City  of  righteoufnefs,  the  faithful  City. 


AN  EARNEST 

INVITATION 

TO  THE 

FRIENDS  OF  THE  ESTABLISHED  CHURCH, 

TO  JOIN, 

With  faveral  of  their  Brethren,  Clergy  and  Laity,  in  London, 

IN  SET  TINC  APART 

ONE   HOUR   OF   EVERY  WEEK, 

FOR  PRAYER  AND  SUPPLICATION,  DURING  THE  PRESENT 
TROUBLESOME  TIMES. 


Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  (halt 
glorify  me.    Plalm  I.  15. 


THE 


PREFACE 


i.  In  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war  pro- 
vidence feemed  to  take  part  with  our 
enemies.  We  wanted  unanimity  in  our 
public  councils,  and  fuccefs  in  our  pub- 
lic meafures.  One  mifcarriage  followed 
another.  Our  national  courage  ceafed 
to  exert  itfelf,  and  a  general  dejection 
of  fpirits  enfued.  At  this  time  feveral 
clergymen  of  the  eftabliihed  church  agreed 
to  meet  at  the  throne  of  grace  on  the 
Lord's-day.  The  fubje6l  of  their  joint 
prayers  was  to  aik  the  blefling  of  God  up- 
on our  public  councils,  our  fleets,  and 
our  armies.  They  were  foon  joined  by 
a  great  number  of  the  laity  in  molt  parts 
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of  the  kingdom.  Afterwards  feveral  pray- 
ing focieties  were  formed  for  the  very- 
fame  purpofe  in  Germany,  and  efpecially 
in  Hanover.  In  the  fpirit  of  prayer  and 
fupplication  they  humbled  themfelves  be- 
fore the  Lord :  they  fought  fuccefs  at 
his  hands,  and  he  was  gracious  to  their 
requefts;  he  fent  victory  after  victory, 
until  our  enemies  were  willing  to  be  at 
peace,  and  then  they  gave  him  unfeigned 
thanks,  and  afcribed  all  the  glory  to  his 
goodnefs  and  power. 

2.  The  principles  upon  which  they  then 
acted  were  thefe.  They  believed  in  the 
being  of  God,  the  Lord  and  Maker  of 
all  worlds.  They  acknowledged  his  pro- 
vidence over  his  works  ;  for  he  doeth 
according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  hea- 
ven, and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth.  His  kingdom  ruleth  over  all, 
every  perfon  and  every  thing;  And  none 
can  ftay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto  him,  What 
doeft  thou  ? 

3.  They  believed  alfo,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  his  providence,  he  acts  by  an  infinitely 
wife  rule,  which  he  has  made  known  to  us 

in 
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in  the  holy  fcripturcs.  He  is  the  Almighty- 
Creator,  and  fovereign  Lord  of  mankind, 
and  he  has  given  them  a  law,  which  is 
holy,  juft,  and  good.  Every  tittle  of  it 
is  not  only  for  his  glory,  but  alfo  for 
their  profit.  He  has  fecured  obedience 
to  it  by  promifes  and  threatenings,  nei- 
ther of  which  can  fail.  His  word  can- 
not be  broken,  either  to  the  obedient  or 
difobedient.  According  to  his  revealed 
will  his  love  infallibly  follows  the  one, 
and  his  juftice  the  other. 

4.  This  is  true  of  focieties,  as  well  as 
of  private  perfons.  Sin  is  alike  the  tranf- 
greflion  of  the  law,  and  deferves  in  many 
or  in  few  the  threatened  punifhment ;  but 
according  to  the  number,  it  becomes 
more  poilbnous :  becaufe  it  fpreads  its 
infection  by  example.  When  the  multi- 
tude agree  to  do  evil,  the  restraint  of 
iliame  is  taken  off.  If  the  times  mould 
favor  them  through  much  luxury,  and 
great  licentioufnefs,  they  harden  one  ano- 
ther in  fin.  Then  general  diflipation  and 
falfe  pleafure  take  poflefiion  of  the  heart. 
Thefe  hinder  the  mind  from  being  culti- 
vated with    any  profitable  knowledge. 

The 
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The  found  principles  of  religion  become 
negle&ed,,  and  as  thefe  grow  out  of 
fafhion,  immoral  practices  muft  prevail. 
The  authority  of  God  is  caft  off:  his 
word,  his  fabbaths,  his  ordinances,  are 
firft  difFufed,  and  then  by  degrees  defpifed. 
Thus  infidelity  gets  deeper  root,  and  im- 
morality, which  is  its  natural  fruit,  be- 
come luxuriant.  The  reftraint  of  the 
divine  law  being  taken  away,  human  laws 
lofe  their  force  upon  the  confcience  :  for 
when  the  fear  of  God  is  gone,  there  is 
no  motive  left  fufficient  to  influence  the 
heart  or  conduct  ;  men  will  then  venture 
to  fin  without  any  fenfe  of  danger,  even 
of  death  itfelf.  And  when  national  fin  is 
come  to  this  height,  God  has  declared  in 
his  word,  and  by  the  conftant  courfe  of 
his  providence  has  made  it  manifeft,  that 
he  will  interpofe  to  maintain  the  honour 
of  his  law  and  government.  When  men 
have  thus  deeply  corrupted  themfelves, 
he  will  remember  their  iniquity,  he  will 
vifit  their  fins  :  "  Shall  I  not  vifit  for  thefe 
"  things,  faith  the  lord,  mail  not  my 
"  foul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as 
"  this:" 

5.  When 
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5.  When  God  arifes  to  vindicate  his 
authority,  he  is  never  at  a  lofs  for  means. 
All  creatures  are  ready  to  execute  his 
judgments,  which  are  the  more  fearful, 
becaufe  in  his  hands,  irrefiftible.  Among 
them  war  is  one  of  the  moft  fevere  and 
defolating :  it  is  one  of  the  fore  vifita- 
tions  of  God,  as  Ezek.  xiv.  21.  which 
does  not  come  by  chance,  but  by  his 
command  :  and  he  fends  it,  Amos  ix.  4. 
to  plead  his  controverfy.  It  is  the  jufl 
appointment  of  his  providence  to  vindi- 
cate his  broken  law,  and  his  defpifed 
government.  It  is  his  wife  interpofition, 
either  to  correct  for  thofe  things,  or  to 
deftroy.  When  it  is  the  loving  rod  of 
correction,  it  humbles :  it  brings  the  Tin- 
ner upon  his  knees ;  he  repents,  he  turns 
from  the  error  of  his  ways,  and  is  reform- 
ed by  the  vifrtation.  When  it  comes  to 
punifh,  he  gives  warning  before  the  blow  ; 
but  the  people  fin  on,  they  fear  not  the 
fword,  nor  him  who  fent  it  :  then  it 
vindicates  the  righteous  quarrel  of  the 
Lord  upon  impenitent  finncrs.  It  ftrikes 
at  every  thing  truly  valuable,  liberty, 
property,  yea  life  ttfelf.    This  fcourge  is 

now 
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now  fent,  and  felt ;  fent  by  the  divine 
providence,  and  felt,  yea  forely  com- 
plained of,  but  not  as  it  mould  be  ;  not 
with  fubmhTion  to  the  juflice  of  the  vi- 
fitation,  but  with  murmuring  ;  not  with 
turning  from  fin,  but  with  returning  to 
it  with  more  hardinefs  and  greater  gree- 
dinefs. 

6.  This  was  our  fituation  when  we  en- 
tered upon  the  war  in  1756.  Confidering 
ourfelves  as  Chriftian  minifters,  we  faw 
our  duty,  and  what  part  it  became  us  to 
act,  as  good  citizens.  We  had  read  the 
promifes  of  God  made  to  thofe,  who  at 
fuch  times  feek  his  help,  and  implore  his 
bleffing.  We  had  feen  thofe  promifes 
fulfilled:  we  in  earneft  purfued  the  means 
of  his  own  appointing,  and  we  met  with 
the  defired  end  :  he  humbled  us  at  his 
footftool;  we  afked  pardon  for  our  na- 
tional departure  from  the  living  God  ;  we 
implored  his  mercy  through  Chrift  ;  and 
he  heard  prayer,  he  anfwered  prayer,  and 
we  glorified  him. 

7.  The  ufe  of  the  fame  means  is  now 
again  recommended;  (Dec.   1778,)  the 

fame 
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fame  occafion  calls  for  it,  and  we  have 
the  fame  encouragement.  The  promifes, 
and  the  examples  in  fcripture,  warrant 
us  to  expe£t  the  fame  fuccefs.  May  the 
fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplication  be  poured 
out  abundantly  upon  minifters,  and  peo- 
ple, that  multitudes  may  ufe  the  means, 
until  God  fend  us  a  bleffed  iffue  :  yea, 
may  he  turn  to  us  in  mercy,  and  turn  us 
as  a  people  unto  himfelf,  with  repentance 
and  faith.  The  cloud  may  be  dark  which 
hangs  over  our  heads  ;  it  may  threaten  a 
deftroying  ftorm  ;  it  may  fpread  blacker, 
and  look  more  dreadful :  yet  prayer  can 
pierce  through  the  cloud  ;  the  prayer  of 
faith  can  gain  admittance  into  his  pre- 
fence,  who  has  his  way  in  the  whirlwind, 
and  who  prefides  over  the  ftorm.  The 
effectual  fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous 
was  heard  ;  the  cloud  was  difperfed,  and 
the  face  of  the  heavens  again  ferene  and 
peaceful.  O  for  another  army  of  fuch 
fupplicants  !  What  cannot  they  do !  call- 
ing for,  and  trufting  to,  the  help  of  the 
Almighty  ?  This  is  our  fpiritual  armour, 
and  more  ufeful  than  the  arm  of  flefh  : 

may 
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may  as  many  ufe  the  one,  as  ufe  the  other. 
And  now  the  hofts  is  gone  forth  againft 
the  enemy,  may  we  at  home  follow  them 
and  aid  them  with  our  prayers,  never 
ceafing,  until  God  reftore  peace  to  the 
earth,  and  good  will  between  us  and  all 
our  public  enemies. 

The  following  little  tract  was  made 
very  ufeful  in  all  the  former  wars  from  the 
year  1756,  and  has  gone  through  a  great 
number  of  editions.  I  have  been  called 
upon  by  fome  perfons,  on  whofe  judg- 
ment I  depend,  to  reprint  it ;  in  hopes 
the  fame  bleffing  may  attend  it.  How 
greatly  is  it  to  be  wiflied,  that  it  may 
ftir  up  thoufands  to  humble  themfelves 
under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  and  to 
feck  his  help  in  this  time  of  need.  If 
we  do  it  in  earneft,  we  need  not  defpair. 
The  fame  means  will  bring  about  the 
fame  end.  May  we  ufe  the  means,  and 
pray  on,  till  God  fhall  hear  and  anfwer. 


W.  R. 


AN 

EARNEST  INVITATION, 

(Sc.  &c. 


MY  CHRISTIAN  BROTHER, 

CjtOD  has  declared,  that  when  a  land  fins 
againft  him  by  trefpaffing  grievoufly,  then  he  will 
ftretch  out  his  hand  upon  it,  and  vilit  it  with 
his  four  fore  judgments,  the  fword,  the  famine, 
the  noifome  bead,  and  the  peftilence.  Thefe  he 
fends  to  punifh  the  land  for  its  grievous  trefpalfes. 
He  has  vifited  us  with  fome  of  his  fore  judg- 
ments, and  therefore  our  land  has  trefpafled 
grievoufly.  And  if  we  continue  to  provoke  him, 
and  refufe  to  receive  correction,  he  will  continue 
thefe  punifliments  ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  if  we 
remain  hardened  and  impenitent  under  them,  he 
will  at  laft  give  us  over  to  the  deftroycr. 

The  prefent  circumftances  of  our  public  affairs 
are  exceedingly  awful  and  alarming.  Our  danger 
is  confelfedly  great.    Our  enemies  are  many  and 

mighty 
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mighty,  and  our  numerous  fins  are  in  their  intc- 
reft.  Every  fin  helps  them  to  deftroy  us  ;  and 
God  has  been  thus  far  on  our  enemies  fide.  He 
has  been  by  them  punifhing  our  fins,  and  yet 
with  a  ftrange  infatuation  we  fin  on  fecurely,  as 
if  we  did  not  apprehend,  that  continuance  in  fin 
woukl  certainly  caufe  the  continuance  of  our  ca- 
lamities. And  dreadful  it  is  to  fee  how  ineffec- 
tual all  the  former  judgments  have  been  to  re- 
form us.  Still  our  people  rcfufe  to  deny  them- 
felves  their  diverfions  and  their  vices.  And  the 
feafon  of  the  year  is  come,  when  without  any  re- 
formation at  home,  we  are  going  to  fend  out  our 
fleets  and  armies  againft  our  enemies  abroad, 
vainly  flattering  ourfelves  with  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
while  our  fins  fet  God  at  defiance,  and  make  him 
continue  to  fight  againfi:  us  with  his  almighty 
power. 

If  then  our  people  have  not  been  reclaimed 
by  paft  judgments,  and  confequently  greater 
muftbe  expected.  What  is  to  be  done  ?  What 
can  true  believers  do,  but  ufe  their  intereft  with 
God  in  prayer?  We  have  no  other  expedient 
left.  If  our  people  won't  plead  with  God  for 
themfelves,  let  us  plead  for  them.  Our  encou- 
ragement is  great ;  we  have  many  fweet  promi- 
fes  in  fcripture  to  rely  upon.  There  is  one  in 
Solomon's  prayer,  which  fuits  our  cafe  exactly 
(2  Cbron,  vi.  24,  25),  "  And  if  thy  people  Ifrael 
be  put  to  the  worfe  before  the  enemy,  becaufe 
2  they 
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they  have  finned  againft  thee,  and  fhall  return 
and  confefs  thy  name,  and  pray,  and  make  fup* 
plication  before  thee  in  this  houfe,  then  hear  thou 
from  the  heavens,  and  forgive  the  fins  of  thy 
people."  There  never  was  an  inftance  wherein, 
God  aeled  contrary  to  the  method  here  men- 
tioned. Whenever  a  people  turned  to  him  and 
confeffed  their  fins,  he  turned  away  from  his 
fierce  anger.  If  they  called  upon  him  in  the  day 
of  trouble,  he  heard  and  anfwered.  If  they  put 
their  truft  in  him,  he  maintained  their  caufe. 

Several  minifters  of  the  eftablifhed  church  from 
the  confideration  of  our  danger,  and  feeing  no 
remedy  more  effectual  than  prayer  and  fuppli- 
cation,  have  refolved  to  fpend  part  of  every 
Lord's  Day  in  this  holy  exercife.  They  have 
chofen  this  day,  partly  for  the  fake  of  the  day 
itfelf,  being  a  day  facred  to  religion,  and  becaufe 
they  wanted  to  have  the  joint  prayers  of  thofe 
perfons,  who  might  be  hindered  on  other  days, 
but  who  were  now  entirely  free  from  worldly 
avocations  :  and  they  have  chofen  to  fpend  from 
eight  to  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  becaufe  it  is 
the  time  that  could  be  beft  fpared  from  the  du- 
ties of  the  day,  and  becaufe  after  attending  upon 
public  worfhip,  the  mind  would  be  better  dif- 
pofed  for  private  worfhip — prayer,  and  the  word, 
and  the  facraments,  having  put  the  foul  into  a 
proper  frame  to  humble  itfelf  before  God,  firft 
for  its  own  fins,  and  then  for  the  fins  of  the  nation. 

We 
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We  earneftly  requeft  our  brethren  of  the  efta- 
bliflicd  church,  and  all  our  fellow  Chriftians  to 
join  with  us  in  this  religious  defign.  It  is  a  fea- 
fonable,  and  a  pious  requeft  that  we  make  :  and 
we  hope  no  perfon,  who  has  the  fpirit  of  praver, 
and  who  is  a  lover  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and 
of  our  eftabliihment,  will  be  prevented  by  any 
flothful  or  needlefs  excufe,  from  offering  up  his 
petitions  along  with  ours  at  the  appointed  hour; 
but  that  all  the  faithful  fervants  of  God  in  every 
part  of  the  land  will  be  at  the  fame  time,  as  one 
congregation,  presenting  their  prayers  before 
the  throne  of  grace.  Oh  how  much  to  be  de- 
fired,  how  good  and  joyful  a  thing  would  it 
be,  to  fee  brethren  thus  praying  together  in 
unity.  May  God  put  it  into  the  hearts  both  of 
minifters  and  people  thus  to  pray  in  fvveet  agree- 
ment, at  one  time,  and  with  one  heart,  until  God 
hear  and  anfwer,  and  deliver  this  church  and 
kingdom  out  of  their  dangers  and  troubles. 

The  firft  part  of  the  duty,  which  is  incumbent 
upon  us  at  this  time,  coniiils  in  humbling  our- 
felves  before  God,  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  thofe 
fins  which  have  provoked  him  to  fend  down  fo 
many  heavy  judgments  upon  our  land,  in  con- 
feffing  thofe  fins  with  a  godly  forrow,  and  in 
turning  from  them  with  a  repentance  not  to  be 
repented  of.  And  that  we  may  all  be  ftirredup 
to  a  due  difcharge  of  this  duty,  we  fhould  be 
fully  perfuaded  that  our  public  calamities  come 
2  from 
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from  our  fins.  God  is  angry  at  nothing  but  fin. 
Every  man  therefore  fliould  look  into  his  own 
heart,  and  fee  what  great  reafon  God  has  to  be 
angry  with  him,  and  accordingly  to  humble 
himfelf  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  that  he 
may  pardon  him  and  exalt  him  in  due  time. 

Let  each  of  us  then  at  the  appointed  hour  re- 
tire from  the  world,  and  in  the  prefence,  and 
before  the  footftool  of  the  fovereign  Creator  and 
Redeemer,  examine  what  grounds  and  reafons 
we  have  for  deep  humiliation.  And 

First,  We  have  great  reafon  to  mourn  and  be 
afflicted  before  him  for  the  finfulnefs  of  our  na- 
ture, which  is  the  fruitful  parent  of  all  our  a£lual 
fins.  We  have  corrupted  ourfelves  in  every  fa- 
culty of  foul  and  body;  and  the  fight  and  feel- 
ing of  this  corruption  fliould  give  us  the  moft 
humbling  views  of  our  finful,  loft,  and  helplefs 
condition  :  for  by  this  fault  and  corruption  of 
nature,  every  man  naturally  engendered  of  the 
offspring  of  Adam  is  not  only  far  gone  from 
original  righteoufnefs,  and  of  his  own  nature 
inclined  to  evil,  fo  that  the  fiefii  lufteth  always 
contrary  to  the  fpirit,  but  alfo  deferveth  God's 
wrath  and  damnation.  How  can  we  believe 
ourfelves  to  be  thus  conceived  and  born  in  fin, 
thus  by  nature  the  children  of  God's  wrath,  and 
not  be  deeply  humbled?  What  can  be  matter 
of  greater  humiliation,  than  to  confider  how 
low  we  are  fallen,  that  we  have  loft  original 
.  Vol.  II.  Ji  e  righteouf- 
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righteoufnefs,  have  loft  the  image  of  God,  have 
loft  his  love,  and  favour,  and  grace,  and  have 
loft  all  hope,  as  to  any  thing  we  can  do,  of  his 
glory  ?  Let  us  then  begin  with  lamenting  the  fin- 
fulnefs  of  our  nature,  which  is  the  fountain  of 
all  fin.  Let  us  beg  of  God  to  cleanfe  it  by  the 
blood  of  Jefus,  and  to  renew  us  daily  by  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  put  off 
the  finful  nature,  the  old  man  with  his  deeds, 
and  may  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God 
is  created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs. 

Secondly,  We  have  great  reafon  to  be  hum- 
bled for  the  finfulnefs  of  our  lives.  God  requires 
nothing  of  us,  but  what  is  for  his  glory,  and 
for  our  happinefs.  His  law  is  holy,  juft,  and 
good  ;  but  how  often  have  we  broken  it,  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed — how  prefumptuouf- 
ly — after  how  many  folemn  vows  and  refolu- 
tions — againft  the  light  of  confcience — againft 
the  light  of  the  gofpel — ungratefully,  after  re- 
ceiving numerous  mercies — hardened  in  fin,  after 
being  vilited  with  heavy  judgments?  Who  a- 
mongft  us  is  not  deep  in  guilt  in  thefe  re- 
fpe£ls  ?  Let  us  look  back  upon  our  paft  lives,  and 
remember,  wherein  w^e  have  particularly  offend- 
ed. Let  us  recollect  our  fins  of  commiiiion 
againft  God's  holy  law,  and  our  fins  of  omiffion, 
with  the  aggravating  circumftances  attending 
them  ;  and  then,  confidering  how  injurious  the 
leaft  of  thefe  things  was  to  the  glory  of  God,  let 

us 
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us  be  bumbled  to  tbe  very  duft  :  For  the  fcripture 
is  clear,  and  exprefs,  "  that  we  have  all  finned 
and  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of  God,"  we  have 
robbed  him  of  his  glory.  Now  it  is  our  duty,  as 
Chriftians,  to  live  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  to 
have  a  tingle  eye  to  his  glory,  even  in  the  com- 
mon affairs  of  life,  when  we  eat  or  drink,  or 
whatever  we  do.  Have  we  then  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  things,  had  a  fingle  eye  to  God's 
glory  ?  Oh  guilty,  guilty,  muff  we  all  plead  to 
this  charge  ;  with  {hame  and  confufion  of  face 
mull  wc  confefs,  that  we  have  not  fpent  all  our 
lives  to  God's  glory  !  feldom  have  we  had  an  eye 
to  it ;  and  when  we  had,  very  rarely  have  we 
indeed  promoted  it.  And  after  we  have  thus 
taken  an  humbling  view  of  our  finful  nature, 
and  of  our  finful  lives. 

Thirdly,  Let  the  confideration  of  our  natio- 
nal wickednefs  humble  us  ftill  lower  before  God. 
Chriftianity  is  the  religion  profeffed  in  this  coun- 
try. Ours  is  a  reformed  church.  We  are  a  free 
people.  God  continues  to  us  the  light  of  his 
gofpcl.  We  have  his  word  and  his  ordinances, 
and  all  the  bleffings  of  the  eftablithment.  We 
are  highly  favoured  above  all  the  nations  on  the 
earth.  Now  to  whom  much  is  given,  of  them 
men  always  require  the  more,  and  fo  does  God. 
He  requires  more  of  the  profeffors  of  Chriftianity, 
than  of  the  ignorant  heathen.  But  do  we  make 
him  more  returns  of  love  and  obedience,  than 
2  they 
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they  do  ?  Look  around  the  kingdom,  and  judge'. 
You  will  find  in  feveral  parts  of  this  land,  as 
great  ignorance  of  the  life  nnd  power  of  Chrif- 
tianity-,  as  in  the  deferts  of  Africa.  What  diftant 
corner  of  the  kingdom  has  not  heard  the  blaf- 
pheming  tongue  fpeaking  trcafon  againft  God 
our  Saviour  ?  And  where  is  the  happy  village 
free  from  open  and  fcandalous  immoralities  ? 
Here  is  our  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into 
the  world,  and  fhines  among  us,  and  yet  we  love 
darknefs  rather  than  light.  This  makes  our  fins 
exceeding  finful,  that  Chrift  came  to  deftroy  the 
works  of  the  devil,  and  yet  they  abound  among  * 
us.  To  repeat  thefe  works  by  name  would  be 
tirefome  ;  to  aggravate  them  is  impoflible.  Open 
your  eyes,  you  fee  them  covering  our  land  like  a 
deluge.  Open  your  cars,  you  can  fcarce  hear 
any  thing,  but  curfing,  lying,  and  evil  fpeaking 
Go  where  you  will,  you  meet  with  fin  at  noon 
day.  It  has  thrown  off  reftraint,  and  is  not  afraid 
to  appear  without  a  mafic.  Yea,  fins  abominable 
to  nature  are  heard  of  in  our  land,  and  there  are 
too  many  men  among  us,  who  refute  to  believe, 
that  God  ever  rained  down  fire  r.nd  brimftone 
from  heaven,  and  miraculoufiy  deftroyed  certain 
horrible  monfters  of  fin.  Stop,  and  confider, 
whether  thefe  things  be  fo.  If  they  be,  have  we 
not  great  reafon  for  humiliation  r  Ought  we  not 
to  be  humbled  for  our  national  wickednefs,  and 
(till  more  humbled,  for  that  having  fo  many 
4  means 
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means  of  reformation,  gracioufly  vouch fafed  to 
us,  we  not  only  continue  wicked,  but  alfo  are 
hardened,  and  thereby  grow  worfe  and  worfe. 

While  we  are  thus  mourning  for  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  our  people,  let  us  never  forget,  that  we 
ourfelves  are  part  of  the  people,  and  that  our 
finfulnefs  has  made  a  large  addition  to  the  natio- 
nal guilt.  Let  us  never  lofe  fight  of  this  confide- 
ration,  left  we  mould  find  matter  for  cenforiouf- 
nefs,  where  we  only  want  matter  of  humiliation. 
The  fight  of  our  fins,  as  part  of  the  fins  of  the  na- 
tion, will  ferve  to  keep  us  in  a  proper  frame  to 
profit  from  the 

Fourth  humbling  circumftance  we  have  to 
mention,  namely,  that  God  is  now  vifiting  us 
for  our  public  fins.  This  is  the  fcopc  and  defign 
of  his  prefent  judgments,  and  fliall  we  not  be 
humbled  under  his  almighty  hand?  He  has  ftiewn 
himfelf  offended  at  our  fins,  and  has  chaftifed  us 
for  them  as  a  nation.  Hereby  he  would  teach  us 
this  ufeful  leffbn,  that  wc  fhould  turn  to  him  with 
a  national  repentance,  if  wc  hope  to  be  pardon- 
ed and  ftived.  If  we  now  humble  ourfelves  be- 
fore him,  his  former  chaftifements  will  be  turned 
into  bleffings  :  But  if  after  being  often  chaftifed. 
we  refufe  to  glorify  him  by  our  humiliation,  he 
will  certainly  be  glorified  in  our  deffruciion.  if 
the  rod  of  his  mercy  does  not  humble  up,  thk 
fcourge  of  his  juftice  ftiall  deftroy  us.  Humbled 
we  have  not  been  by  any  of  God's  paft  judg- 
*  meats, 
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ments,  therefore  we  have  reafon  to  fear  greater: 
for  if  being  chaftifed  for  fin,  we  neverthelefs  will 
not  leave  it,  what  can  we  expert,  but  to  be  cut 
off  in  our  fins  ?  This  has  been  the  conftant  me- 
thod of  God's  providence,  in  his  dealings  with 
private  perfons,  as  well  as  with  public  communi- 
ties. Fearful  is  that  fentence  which  is  already- 
gone  out  of  the  Lord's  mouth — Oh  that  it  may 
ftrike  fear  into  every  carelefs  finner,  who  hears  it, 
"  He  that  being  often  reproved,  hardeneth  his 
neck,  fhall  fuddenly  be  deftroyed,  and  that  with- 
out remedy."  Prov.  xxix.  i.  We  have  often 
been  reproved,  and  yet  we  have  hardened  our 
necks,  what  then  fliould  hinder  fudden  deftruc- 
tion  from  coming  upon  us,  and  that  without  re- 
medy ?  Let  this  awful  confideration  ftir  us  up  to 
plead  earneftly  with  God  for  the  hardnefs  of  the 
people's  hearts.  Let  us  be  deeply  humbled  for 
thofe  obftinate  finners,  who  refufe  to  be  humbled 
for  themfelves,  and  let  us  beg  of  God  to  fpare 
them.  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  fpare  them, 
and  give  not  thine  heritage  over  to  reproach. 

Let  us  lay  all  thefe  things  together,  and  fee 
whether  there  be  not  matter  enough  for  the  deep- 
eft  humiliation.  We  are  altogether  finful  in  na- 
ture, finful  in  life,  a  country  profefling  Chriftia- 
nity,  and  yet  abounding  with  fin,  and  hardened 
in  it  at  this  very  time,  when  God  is  chaftifing  and 
punifhing  us  for  our  fins.  He  has  given  us,  dur- 
ing this  unfuccefsful  war,  fome  fevere  chaftife- 
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ments,  but  they  have  not  brought  us  to  a  right 
fbnfe  of  ourfelves,  and  therefore  we  may  expetl 
they  will  be  more  fevere.  God  has  fhewn  us 
plainly,  that  he  is  not  on  our  fide,  and  we  have 
felt  his  difpleafure,  but  we  are  not  humbled 
under  it.  Without  humiliation  he  will  continue 
to  fight  againft  us,  and  what  calamity  is  there  fo 
great,  which  we  may  not  then  juftly  apprehend  ? 
What  fuccefs  can  we  hope  from  our  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, if  the  Almighty  go  out  againft  them? 
What  is  our  fecurity  as  an  ifland,  if  he  put  it  into 
the  hearts  of  our  enemies,  and  if  he  come  with 
them,  to  invade  us  ?  In  this  cafe  how  exceed- 
ingly lhould  we  be  alarmed  to  think,  that  our 
fins  may  provoke  God  to  join  with  our  enemies, 
and  to  give  them  fuccefs.  Every  thing  dear  and 
valuable  to  EngliJIimen  and  proteftants  would  then 
be  loft.  Heathenifm  and  flavery  would  get  pof- 
feflion  of  our  religion  and  liberties.  While  God 
threatens  us  with  thefe  calamities,  he  gives  us 
time  to  pray  againft  them.  While  they  are  at  a 
diftance  prayer  is  our  weapon,  and  God  feems 
now  to  put  it  into  our  hands.  O  that  we  may 
ufe  it  aright  to  his  glory,  and  to  the  prefervation 
of  this  church  and  kingdom. 

My  Chriftian  brother,  after  you  have  weighed 
thefe  things  attentively,  judge  whether  it  be  not 
a  feafonable  and  a  fafe  meafure,  which  we 
would  perfuade  you  to  take.  And  you  will  take 
it,  if  you  are  indeed  a  friend  to  our  prefent  happy 

eftablifliment 
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eftablifhment  in  church  and  ftate.  Your  love  for 
them  will  put  you  upon  doing  every  thing  that 
lays  in  your  power  to  ferve  them  ;  and  here  you 
have  a  fair  opportunity,  which  if  you  make  ufe 
of,  it  cannot  but  do  you  fen  ice,  and  may  be  a 
blotting  to  them.  Pray  for  them  at  the  appoint- 
ed hour.  Determine,  through  God's  afiiftance* 
that  nothing  fliall  hinder  you  from  joining  us. 
Break  through  all  engagements,  all  hindrances 
to  meet  the  Lord's  people  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
And  for  your  encouragement  remember,  that  he 
who  fitteth  upon  the  throne  is  the  God  who 
heareth  prayer,  and  who  has  invited  you  to  call 
upon  him  in  the  day  of  trouble :  So  will  I  hear 
thee,  fays  he,  and  thou  fhalt  glorify  me. 

If  it  has  pleafed  God  to  put  it  into  the  heart 
of  any  pcrfon  who  reads  thefe  few  lines,  to  make 
part  of  this  praying  congregation,  and  he  is  at  a 
lofs  to  know  particularly  what  he  fhould  afk  of 
God  ;  let  him  firft  beg  of  the  Father  of  mercies 
to  give  him  the  fpirit  of  prayer  and  fupplication, 
that  he  may  offer  up  his  petitions  acceptably 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  And  then  let 
him  requcft  the  grace  of  humiliation,  that  he  may 
be  truly  and  deeply  affected  with  the  four  parti- 
culars before  mentioned.  Let  him  pray  to  God 
to  give  him  ftill  more  humbling  views  of  his  fin- 
ful  nature,  and  to  bring  to  his  remembrance  his 
finful  life,  with  the  finfulnefs  of  his  fins,  that 
feeing  himfelf  to  be  nothing  but  vile  and  finful 
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duft  and  kibes,  he  may  be  difpofed  to  mourn  for 
his  own  fins,  and  then  for  the  crying  fins  of  this 
guilty  land,  and  for  the  hardnefs  and  impeniten- 
cy  of  our  people's  hearts,  upon  which  the  heavy 
judgments  of  God  have  as  yet  made  no  impref- 
fion.  And  then  let  him  implore  mercy  firft  for 
himfelf,  and  afterwards  for '  the  nation,  through 
the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God.  Earneft- 
ly  let  him  plead  with  the  Father,  that  for  the  fake 
of  his  dear  Son  he  would  give  us  grace  to  turn 
from  our  fins  by  true  repentance,  that  iniquity 
may  not  be  our  ruin.  And  although  the  paft 
judgments  have  not  reclaimed  us,  yet  let  him 
pray  the  more  fervently  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  that  his  grace  may  be  poured  out  abun- 
dantly upon  us  to  (hew  us  the  error  of  our  ways, 
and  to  revive  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Chriltiani- 
ty,  that  we  may  receive  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord 
as  our  Saviour,  by  the  merits  of  whofe  moft  pre- 
cious blood  we  may  be  faved  from  the  guilt  and 
punifhment  of  fin,  and  by  whofe  almighty  grace 
we  may  alfo  be  faved  from  the  dominion  of  fin, 
that  being  thus  delivered  by  him  from  the  hands 
of  our  enemies,  we  may  ferve  God  without  fear, 
in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  him  all  the 
days  of  our  life. 

In  thefe  our  requefts  let  us  never  forget  to 
pray  for  the  prefervation  of  the  protefiant 
church,  and  all  its  members  throughout  Europe, 
and  efpecially  for  the  peace  of  our  cftablifhed 
church,  and  for  all  orders  and  degrees  of  its 
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minifters,  befeeching  God  to  give  them  hia 
grace  and  heavenly  benediction,  that  both  by 
their  life  and  doctrine  they  may  fet  forth  his 
glory,  and  fet  forward  the  falvation  of  all  men. 
And  to  the  end  there  may  never  be  wanting  fuch 
perfons  in  the  church,  let  us  pray  for  all  femina- 
ries  of  Chriftian  education,  efpecially  for  the  two 
Univerfities.  May  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  prefide 
over  them,  and  water  them  with  the  dew  of  his 
heavenly  grace,  that  the  youth  educated  in  them 
may  come  forth  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  fitted 
with  all  proper  graces  as  well  as  gifts.  And 
fince  the  harveft  is  now  great,  may  the  Lord  of 
the  harveft  fend  forth  more  of  his  own  labourers. 

May  the  God  of  love  difpofe  us  alfo  to  pray 
fervently  for  all  the  proteftant  dilfenting  congre- 
gations, which  love  the  Lord  Jefus  in  fincerity. 
May  he  fhed  that  love  abroad  in  all  our  fouls, 
which  alone  can  eftect.ually  free  us  from  party 
fpirit.  And  may  he  thus  reconcile  our  hearts  to 
them,  and  theirs  to  us.  Oh  that  we  may  fee  an 
end  of  thofe  bitter  difputes,  which  have  fo  long 
difturbed  the  peace,  and  hindered  the  union  of 
proteftants  :  and  may  there  be  only  this  one  holy 
contention  between  us,  whether  the  minifters 
out  of  the  eftablifhment,  or  we  in  it,  ftiall  labour 
moft  for  the  glory  of  our  common  Lord,  and  for 
the  falvation  of  thofe  fouls  for  whom  he  fhed 
his  blood. 

And  as  the  hearts  of  kings  are  in  the  hand  of 
God,  we  mull  pray  him  to  direct  the  heart  of 
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our  gracious  fover;eign  lord  king  George,  to  do 
what  will  be  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  for  the 
good  of  his  people,  befeeching  the  Almighty  to 
enrich  him  with  every  temporal,  and  with  every 
fpiritual  bleffing,  until  he  place  upon  his  head 
a  crown  of  eternal  glory. 

Let  us  alfo  pray  for  the  queen,  for  the  prince  of 
Wales,  and  for  all  the  royal  family,  that  God 
would  endue  them  with  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  en- 
rich them  with  his  heavenly  grace,  that  he  would 
profper  them  with  all  happinefs,  and  bring  them 
to  his  everlafting  kingdom. 

And  let  us  defire  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  to  direcl 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  all  the  kings  coun- 
fellors,  and  judges,  and  all  the  magistrates 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  to  enable  them 
faithfully  to  difcharge  the  great  truft  repofed  in 
them,  for  the  punilhment  of  wickednefs  and  vice, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  God's  true  religion 
and  virtue. 

Let  us  beg  of  God  now  to  go  forth  with  our 
fleets  and  armies,  and  to  give  them  fuccefs  againft 
our  enemies  in  this  war,  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. And  let  us  pray  him  to  blefs  our  officers, 
and  foldiers,  and  failors,  and  to  protect  them  in 
all  dangers,  and  to  cover  their  heads  in  the  day 
of  battle.  And  let  us  earneftly  and  heartily  pray 
for  their  reformation,  and  alfo  for  a  reformation 
at  home,  without  which  we  cannot  expect  fuc- 
cefs from  our  arms  abroad.  May  the  Spirit  of 
the  living  God  work  upon  the  hardened  hearts 
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of  our  people,  and  foften  them  by  his  grace, 
that  they  may  fee  the  error  of  their  ways,  and 
cry  for  mercy  before  it  be  too  late,  and  may  they 
find  it  through  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lamb  of 
God.  O  that  there  may  be  a  general  turning  to 
the  Lord,  and  may  our  eyes  live  to  fee  it.  Amen. 
So  be  it,  Lord  Jefus. 

Thefe  fliort  hints  may  be  enlarged  and  improv- 
ed, as  time  and  occafion  (hall  offer.  My  Chrif- 
tian  brother,  may  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God 
direct  thee,  how  to  enlarge  and  to  improve 
them.  And  after  thou  haft  once  begun,  and 
haft  fpent-fome  evenings  of  the  Lord's  day  in  this 
devout  exercife,  be  upon  thy  guard,  left  thou 
fhouldft  be  tempted  to  leave  it  off.  Never  be 
tired  of  fuch  a  good  work.  Pray  for  the  fpirit  of 
grace  and  fupplication,  and  carry  thy  prayers 
into  practice.  The  more  thou  prayeft,  the  more 
will  God  make  thee  joyful  in  the  exercife  of 
prayer.  Go  on  in  his  ftrcngth,  and  perfevere. 
Hold  on  thy  fuk,  and  wait  upon  the  Lord  our 
God,  until  he  have  mercy  upon  us.  Be  not 
weary  of  joining  with  us,  and  in  God's  due 
time  thou  haft  his  promife,  "  thou  fhalt  reap, 
if  thou  faint  not."  Lord,  grant  none  of  us, 
who  fet  out  well,  may  faint,  until  we  who 
fow  our  prayers,  and  they  who  reap  the  fruit  of 
them,  may  rejoice  together,  here  in  the  peace  and 
reformation  of  our  land,  and  hereafter  through 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  in  eternal  g'ory.  Amen. 

THE  END  OF  THE"  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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